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crying in front of me, saying all they
can do since they got back is bounce
from job to job, drink and do drugs and
contemplate suicide to end the pain.

“Because I'm tired of drinking,
bouncing from job to job and contem-
plating suicide to end the pain.

‘““Because every time I see a child, I
think of the thousands I have slaugh-
tered. Because every time I see a young
soldier, I think of the thousands Bush
has slaughtered. Because every time I
look in the mirror, I see a casualty of
war.

‘“Because I have a lot of lives I have
to make up for, the lives I have taken.
And because it’s right. That’s why I
fight. Because of soldiers with wounds
you can’t see.”

As I said, Cloy Richards served two
tours in Iraq. He is currently in the
IRR and facing a possible involuntary
recall for a third tour.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues, 1
urge the President to remember that
our commitment to our soldiers does
not stop on the battlefield. It must
continue when our troops return home.

Corporal Richards deserves our full
support. He has bravely fulfilled his
duty to fight for our country.

Now it is time for the Congress to
fulfill its duty, and we must do that by
heeding his call for peace. This is a call
we cannot afford to ignore.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
TIERNEY). The Chair will remind mem-
bers to refrain from engaging in per-
sonalities toward the President.

————

FEDERAL EMERGENCY
MANAGEMENT AGENCY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arkansas (Mr. ROSS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to try to bring about some common
sense to a Federal agency known to
many as the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency and known to others
as FEMA.

Many of you will recall, Mr. Speaker,
that after that horrible hurricane that
devastated the Gulf Coast, Hurricane
Katrina, back in August of 2006, FEMA
went out and purchased tens of thou-
sands of brand new mobile homes that
were destined for storm victims after
Hurricane Katrina.

They came to Hope, Arkansas. We
have got the old World War II proving
grounds there, an old airport there
with a lot of inactive runways and
tarmacs, and they thought it was a
good place to have as a so-called FEMA
staging area, a place for them to bring
mobile homes in transit on their way
to storm victims on the gulf coast.

Starting about October of 2005, they
started arriving, and they continued to
arrive, but none ever left. And this
quickly became not a FEMA staging
area but, rather, a FEMA storage area.
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This is an aerial photo that was
taken this past Saturday, and these
white dots, I mean, it is hard to under-
stand and comprehend, but as you look
at this aerial photo, what you are look-
ing at is 8,420 brand new, fully fur-
nished, never used, mobile homes that
were destined for Hurricane Katrina
victims that found themselves home-
less.

FEMA purchased them, and then
they said, we won’t put a mobile home
in a flood plain. And of course, every-
body who lost their home as a result of
Hurricane Katrina lived in a flood
plain. So they have remained stored at
the airport in Hope, Arkansas, on this
cow pasture, if you will, since about
October of 2005; 8,420 brand new, fully
furnished mobile homes.

There is also approximately 16,000
camper trailers at the Hope airport.
The camper trailers did work. They
were used by storm victims, and they
are now bringing them back to Hope.
And if they need more than $1,500
worth of repair, they are auctioning
them off. If they can repair them for
less than $1,500, they are going to re-
pair them there at the Hope airport
and store them for future disasters.
That is being a good steward of your
tax money. That mission, that program
makes a lot of sense.

My problem with FEMA is this:
There are 8,420 brand new, fully fur-
nished, never used mobile homes sit-
ting there, as you can see from this
aerial photo, at the Hope airport in
Hope, Arkansas. Now, let’s fast for-
ward.

Well, one other point I would like to
make, Mr. Speaker, is, about 8 months
ago, to try to get FEMA off high center
and to move these homes to the people,
I said they are going to start sinking
into the cow pasture, thinking that
would get FEMA off high center and
they would move them to the storm
victims.

Instead, FEMA showed up at Hope
with $7 million worth of gravel to put
under them. I mean, this is so crazy,
you can’t make this stuff up.

And then, fast forward, tragically to
February 24, 12 days ago, where a tor-
nado ripped through another part of
my district, not Hope, Arkansas, but
Dumas, Arkansas in DeSha County.

This is one of 150 homes that have
been either totally destroyed or heav-
ily damaged. If there is any doubt
about the amount of damage done, this
is the Fred’s Dollar Store and the gro-
cery store in town and an 18-wheeler.

The bottom line is this: I imme-
diately went to Dumas to be with the
people there. I told them help was on
the way. The Governor declared it a
State disaster. The Governor called out
150 members of the National Guard; 150
homes heavily damaged or destroyed,
650 people out of work because their
workplace has been heavily damaged or
destroyed. No power for 6 days.

And I asked FEMA to help; 12 days
later, the President still has not de-
clared Dumas and DeSha County a Fed-
eral disaster area.
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And what does the FEMA spokesman,
John Philbin, say? March 7, 2007, Ste-
phens Washington Bureau, in a story
by Aaron Sadler, FEMA spokesman,
John Philbin, says, ‘“The damages or
need for Federal assistance are not
readily apparent.” If that is not dam-
age that is readily apparent, I don’t
know what it is.

I implore the President to declare
Dumas and DeSha County a Federal
disaster area. And I beg FEMA to begin
to move some of these mobile homes to
the people of Dumas who are without
housing this evening.

———

WALTER REED ARMY MEDICAL
CENTER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Hampshire (Mr.
HODES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. HODES. Mr. Speaker, as a mem-
ber of the House Oversight and Reform
Committee, we recently traveled to
Walter Reed Army Hospital, where, as
a panel, we heard graphic testimony
from numbers of witnesses. Witnesses
included Staff Sergeant Shannon, who
testified, wearing an eye patch, suf-
fering from a traumatic brain injury,
about the kind of treatment he had re-
ceived at Walter Reed Army hospital.

The testimony was striking. He told
us, Mr. Speaker, that after a few days
of inpatient treatment, he was trans-
ferred into a limbo of outpatient treat-
ment in which he couldn’t find his way
around the grounds and didn’t have
help for that; in which the assistance
he needed wasn’t there. And he is still
in that limbo.

We heard graphic testimony from
Mrs. McLoed, whose husband had suf-
fered a traumatic brain injury and who
also hasn’t received treatment as an
outpatient at Walter Reed of the kind
that we would expect.

And we heard from Specialist Dun-
can, also testified with an eye patch
on, that he had been living in intoler-
able living conditions in what is now
the infamous building 18 at Walter
Reed Army Hospital.

The testimony was gut wrenching.
Nobody who was in the room could
have not been affected at hearing how
our soldiers, our brave troops who had
been injured in combat and come
home, to be sent to intolerable living
conditions, with mold, peeling wall-
paper, cockroaches and rats in their
living quarters, and no way to work
through a system that was a Byzantine
bureaucracy, seemingly designed to
deny care, instead of provide care for
those who both need it and deserve it
most.

It was with a heavy heart that I
heard the testimony of the generals
who were in charge of this system. The
Surgeon General, General Kiley, who
said that it wasn’t his job to inspect
the barracks at building 18; he had peo-
ple to do that.
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