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ally. Men and women seeking to par-
ticipate in their own governance have 
lost a steadfast guardian of voting 
rights who fought to expand the reach 
of democracy, not only in spirit but in 
practice as well. And defenders of 
human rights have lost a champion of 
their cause who never missed an oppor-
tunity to remind the free world of its 
obligation to help alleviate suffering 
and restore fundamental human dig-
nity to those who have gone without it 
for far too long, such as those suffering 
in Darfur. Juanita Millender-McDonald 
personified what it means to serve oth-
ers before serving self. 

Mr. Speaker, I want Juanita’s hus-
band, James, and her children and 
grandchildren to know that the 
thoughts and prayers of a grateful Na-
tion are with them as they mourn their 
loss. We join them in their mourning 
but we also join them in their joy of a 
life well-lived. 

f 

CHAIRWOMAN JUANITA 
MILLENDER-MCDONALD 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2007, the gentlewoman from New 
York (Ms. CLARKE) is recognized during 
morning hour debates for 2 minutes. 

Ms. CLARKE. Mr. Speaker, I just 
wanted to take a moment today to ex-
press my heartfelt condolences to the 
family, friends and constituents of 
Congresswoman Juanita Millender- 
McDonald and pay tribute to her leg-
acy of leadership and her profound im-
pact on this institution, the people she 
served and indeed our Nation. 

Chairwoman McDonald was a trail-
blazer who paved the way for me and 
many others to be elected and to serve 
in the Congress. I am ever mindful of 
the legacy of integrity and excellence 
that she has imparted to each and 
every one of us. I embrace it and can 
truly say that she has touched my life. 
Though we were colleagues in this body 
for a short while, we had many mo-
ments of interactions that were truly 
empowering. She never missed a mo-
ment to be encouraging and com-
plimentary. 

Just a week ago or so before the 
chairwoman took her leave from the 
Congress, we encountered one another 
in this very Chamber. She inquired of 
me about how I was doing. My response 
to her was, ‘‘I’m just trying to keep up 
with you, Madam Chair.’’ She smiled 
her beautiful and elegant smile and 
said to me, ‘‘You’re doing it, girl.’’ 

It has truly been a blessing for me as 
a freshman to have been acknowledged 
and encouraged by this truly remark-
able, elegant and extraordinary role 
model. The legacy of Congresswoman 
Juanita Millender-McDonald will never 
be forgotten. It has been imparted to 
all of us and it will certainly always re-
side with me. 

God bless you, sister. Thank you for 
all you have given to each and every 
one of us. Well done. 

CHAIRWOMAN JUANITA 
MILLENDER-MCDONALD 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2007, the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. WATERS) is recognized dur-
ing morning hour debates for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker and Mem-
bers, I come to the floor today to join 
with my colleagues in recognition of a 
public servant who served in this au-
gust body, who served in the California 
State legislature, who served the city 
of Compton as a city councilwoman, 
who served as head of the NAACP in 
the city of Compton, who was a com-
munity activist, a legislator and not 
only a committed servant but a woman 
who was determined to make sure that 
she did everything possible to bring 
about justice and equality, not only for 
our people but for all people. 

I have known Juanita Millender- 
McDonald for over 35 years. I knew her 
before she was the president of the 
Compton chapter of the NAACP. She 
contacted me when she became the 
president and we worked on some 
projects together. We went on to work 
on many projects together. When my 
son ran for the California State legisla-
ture, she was involved with his cam-
paign. When her son made an attempt 
to get back into professional football, 
my husband who was a professional 
football player, having played for the 
Cleveland Browns, helped to connect 
him with some recruiters in order to 
get him into professional football. And 
so we have interacted on a professional 
level, on a personal level and in so 
many ways for such a long period of 
time. 

We have been involved in some of the 
same kind of issues over the years. I 
can recall, it was not so many years 
ago when it was revealed that perhaps 
our government had known about 
drugs that were being transported from 
Nicaragua into south central Los Ange-
les, and, of course, that revelation 
kicked off a firestorm in this country. 
Juanita McDonald invited the head of 
the CIA to come to south central Los 
Angeles to speak to the people and tell 
them what he knew about the Contras 
and about the Sandinistas and our in-
volvement with the drug trade, this 
government. Did this government turn 
a blind eye while drugs were being 
transported across our borders? 

It was an unusual event. Never had 
the head of the CIA been to a commu-
nity to speak with the people, and peo-
ple were everywhere. The FBI, the CIA, 
everybody was standing on roofs all 
over the place. It was a spectacular 
event. But that was her style. 

Juanita McDonald and I not only 
worked on that issue in different ways. 
We have been involved in trying to 
save Martin Luther King Hospital for a 
number of years now. This has been a 
tough, tough battle. This hospital was 
born out of the ashes of the insurrec-
tion of 1965 in south Los Angeles. This 
is an institution that is so very much 

needed but is such at risk at this point. 
This institution has been threatened 
by the Federal Government to with-
draw all of its Federal funds and we 
have fought day in and day out, month 
in and month out, year in and year out 
to maintain the funding from the Fed-
eral Government so that that hospital 
could stay there for people who need it 
so desperately. 

Juanita McDonald has organized 
many meetings. She has interacted not 
only with CMS and the Federal Gov-
ernment but all of the county officials. 
Time after time we have sat before the 
board of supervisors, imploring them to 
do everything that they could to 
straighten out the problems at Martin 
Luther King Hospital, to work harder, 
to make sure there was the manage-
ment and the supervision. 

Juanita McDonald cared about 
health issues. Not only was she in-
volved with trying to save Martin Lu-
ther King Hospital, she organized an 
AIDS walk that took place every year. 
She and her women’s group organized 
and each year they went to one of the 
stadiums in the south Los Angeles area 
and they held their walk. It got a lot of 
attention, but this was her way of say-
ing to the community, not only do I 
care about AIDS, I’m willing to put 
some quality time and attention on 
this issue. I want you to get tested. I 
want you to get involved in learning 
how you can protect yourself from 
being infected with HIV/AIDS. And so 
it is just a small example of the care 
and commitment that she has dem-
onstrated over the years, whether we 
talk about health care or education or 
voting rights that she was so very 
much involved in before she took her 
leave of absence. 

She cared about justice. She cared 
that this democracy would truly act in 
ways that supported the proposition 
that everybody has the right to a de-
cent quality of life. Everybody must be 
protected by the Constitution of the 
United States of America. Everybody 
must enjoy the benefits of living in 
this great country. And she reached be-
yond with care for the mother con-
tinent of Africa. She was involved in 
those issues, also. 

And so I stand here today to say, 
Juanita McDonald has taken her place 
in history and she did it her way. 
Sometimes we did it different ways, 
but she knew what she was doing and 
why she was doing it the way that she 
did. Her husband can be proud. Her 
children can be proud. And we can all 
be proud that we had the blessing and 
the opportunity to live and work with 
a woman of substance, a woman who 
cared, a woman who gave of herself and 
a woman who left us with dignity, a 
woman who never complained, a 
woman who never said, I feel bad, I 
have pain, I can’t do it today. She 
worked right up until she took a leave 
of absence just a few days ago. 

I am proud to stand here and say that 
I knew her, that I worked with her, 
that I have appreciated everything 
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that she has contributed to our great 
society. 

f 

CHAIRWOMAN JUANITA 
MILLENDER-MCDONALD 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2007, the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. AL GREEN) is recognized during 
morning hour debates for 1 minute. 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, first allow me to please say amen to 
the words of the Honorable MAXINE WA-
TERS. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to celebrate the 
superlative life of a superb woman, the 
Honorable Juanita Millender-McDon-
ald. Indeed, she was a devoted wife, a 
loving mother, a superior scholar, a 
preeminent educator, and a powerful 
legislator. 

Notwithstanding all of this, Mr. 
Speaker, she had a positive air and a 
special flair. She was a pillar of pro-
bity. Her integrity was beyond re-
proach. She was a repository of re-
spect. Her mere presence commanded 
respect. She was the queen of self-es-
teem. She was comely, courtly and 
stately with a positive personality. 

We were truly blessed to have her 
among us, she will surely be missed by 
us, and I thank God for her. 

f 

CHAIRWOMAN JUANITA 
MILLENDER-MCDONALD 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2007, the gentleman from Ala-
bama (Mr. DAVIS) is recognized during 
morning hour debates for 3 minutes. 

Mr. DAVIS of Alabama. I thank the 
Chair for recognizing me. 

Members of the House, we tend to use 
the term ‘‘friend’’ very liberally in this 
institution. We often apply it to any-
one with whom we have had more than 
a casual or passing conversation. Jua-
nita Millender-McDonald was someone 
that I genuinely viewed as a friend, not 
in the way the Members of the House 
use that term but in the way that ordi-
nary people who are watching this on 
television use it. 

There were a lot of days when we sat 
on this floor and we talked together. 
There were a lot of days when we sat 
on this floor and we exchanged con-
fidences. There were a lot of days when 
we sat on this floor and I spoke to her 
of my aspirations and my goals and she 
spoke to me of hers. There were times 
when I spoke of my family and she 
spoke of her abiding, continuing faith 
in her family. 

Many people do not realize because 
she did not speak of it a great deal, but 
Juanita was from Birmingham, Ala-
bama, and it is a tragedy that a black 
woman born in 1937 or 1938 felt that she 
had to leave the State of Alabama to 
reach her full promise. Juanita did. 
And it was my State’s loss. She went to 
the State of California, and so many of 
my colleagues have told the story of 
her wonderful ascension and her won-

derful career there. But she always re-
tained memories of growing up in the 
South. She always retained memories 
of growing up in a segregated environ-
ment. And her family, much of it re-
mains there. 

Another thing that was not widely 
known, Juanita’s brother, Shelley 
Millender, was a longtime radio talk 
show host in the city of Birmingham 
and I have had a long-time attachment 
to him. When I ran for this job for the 
first time, there were very few people 
who would welcome me onto their pro-
grams or into their forums. The very 
first one to do so was Shelley 
Millender. He did it constantly and I 
have always appreciated that. 

Juanita’s nephew, Shelley, Jr., has 
become a friend of mine and I always 
enjoyed telling her how proud she 
should be of him and how well he con-
ducts himself in the city of Bir-
mingham. 

So, Mr. Speaker, what I want to say 
today, Juanita Millender-McDonald 
was a phenomenally elegant, restrained 
and dignified woman. She richly de-
served the title Madam Chairwoman 
that she was just beginning to wear so 
well, and I will remember my last con-
versation with her sitting just off this 
floor. It was not uncommon for us to 
gather and talk about what was going 
on as we left the floor. I remember her 
telling me during that conversation 
how much she looked forward to her 
work on the House Administration 
Committee. I remember her telling me 
how much she looked forward to sev-
eral hearings that were upcoming. She 
never had the chance to do that which 
she talked about that day. But I will 
always remember her confidence, her 
courage, and her decency. And as she 
and her family watch and as they pre-
pare for God to take her back to her 
home in heaven, know that the time 
she spent here was well served and the 
legacy that she left honors her native 
State of Alabama, my State, and the 
State she adopted and served so ably, 
California. 

f 

REMEMBERING JUANITA 
MILLENDER-MCDONALD 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2007, the gentleman from Illinois 
(Mr. JACKSON) is recognized during 
morning hour debates for 3 minutes. 

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I want to send condolences to the 
family of my colleague, Chairwoman 
Juanita Millender-McDonald, and let 
them know that they are in my heart 
and in my prayers. I also want to send 
condolences to the people of the 37th 
Congressional District of California 
who placed their faith and trust in the 
strong, dedicated and elegant Juanita 
Millender-McDonald. 

You have heard from some of my col-
leagues about the many firsts that 
Juanita achieved here in the Congress 
of the United States, including serving 
as the first African American woman 

to chair a full committee in the United 
States House of Representatives. But I 
just want to take a moment to reflect 
upon an aspect of her strength that was 
not readily apparent but clearly on dis-
play long before she came to Congress. 
While some of us have focused on the 
life that she lived, I want to talk about 
the Juanita Millender-McDonald who 
did not believe in self-pity but believed 
in using what she had to make a dif-
ference. 

While many of my colleagues will 
come to this mike and talk about the 
life that she lived and her service to a 
grateful Nation, Juanita Millender- 
McDonald taught us something about 
character in her transition. No self- 
pity. Not a single Member of Congress 
knew that Juanita was ailing and that 
her ailment was terminal. Juanita did 
not want to walk around the House of 
Representatives and have Members of 
Congress feeling pity for her or feeling 
sad for her or making special speeches 
or concessions to her. She wanted all of 
us to recognize that we live our lives as 
if life is certain and death is uncertain, 
when in reality it is death that is cer-
tain and life that is uncertain. And, 
therefore, each of us is under an obliga-
tion to do the very best that we can 
with the time that God has given us on 
this Earth and in this world. 

The Bible talks about serving this 
present age. ‘‘O may all my powers be 
engaged to do my Master’s will.’’ Clear-
ly the type of ailment that ailed our 
colleague and our close and dear friend, 
Juanita Millender-McDonald, was not 
the kind of ailment that strikes one 
suddenly. She knew about it for quite 
some time and chose not to share it 
with Members of Congress. That is a 
statement about her dignity. It is a 
statement about her commitment to 
public service. It is a statement about 
character. And it is a statement about 
her strength under extraordinarily life- 
threatening odds. 

Juanita Millender-McDonald was 
married, she raised five children, and 
then went to college to launch an im-
pressive and inspiring career at an age 
when many people start slowing down. 
She combined higher education with 
her native Alabama wisdom and she set 
out to show women and men in life and 
in death that no matter where you 
came from, you can go where you want 
to go. She was a living example of the 
power of not only keeping your eyes on 
the prize but putting in the old-fash-
ioned elbow grease to earn it. 

No self-pity. She didn’t want people 
looking down on her or feeling bad 
about her or seeing her physical ail-
ments. No self-pity. She possessed the 
necessary tough-mindedness combined 
with the tenderheartedness that Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. talked about. 
She understood, and Dr. King wrote, 
‘‘There is little hope for us until we be-
come tough-minded enough to break 
loose from the shackles of prejudice, 
half-truths and downright ignorance. 
The shape of the world today does not 
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