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permit us the luxury of soft-minded-
ness. A nation or civilization that con-
tinues to produce soft-minded men and 
women purchases its own spiritual 
death on an installment plan.’’ 

I am proud to have had the oppor-
tunity to serve with Juanita Millender- 
McDonald, and once again I send my 
condolences to those who loved her. 
The House and the Nation have lost a 
dedicated public servant and someone 
who in life and death has taught us the 
meaning of character. 

f 

CHAIRWOMAN JUANITA 
MILLENDER-MCDONALD 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2007, the gentleman from Georgia 
(Mr. LEWIS) is recognized during morn-
ing hour debates for 5 minutes. 

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
we are here today to honor one of our 
colleagues, Representative Juanita 
McDonald of the 37th District of Cali-
fornia. 

Representative McDonald was an ex-
traordinary woman. She was born in 
Birmingham, Alabama at a time of ra-
cial violence and overt displays of the 
most open and systematic forms of rac-
ism. But she did not let that hold her 
down or hold her back. She went to col-
lege in California, she became a teach-
er in the Los Angeles school system, 
and throughout her career she used 
education as an instrument for change. 

She was a great teacher, and she used 
the power of knowledge and her com-
mitment to human understanding to 
break down institutional barriers and 
to reach across the aisle. 

I think that is why she made so many 
strides as a Member of Congress. She 
knew gaining mutual understanding 
was the only way to build coalitions 
and lay all differences aside. 

That’s why her creativity and skill-
ful leadership became legendary. She 
was the first Democrat to chair the 
Congressional Caucus For Women’s 
Issues and she used that power to build 
a coalition between the women of the 
Supreme Court and the women of Con-
gress. She knew the differences in their 
roles as public servants didn’t matter. 
She believed all women in government 
shared a common bond. 

She took concerned women of Con-
gress to meet delegates to the United 
Nations to unify the global struggle 
against the exploitation of women and 
girls. 

She developed the first National Teen 
Dating Violence Week as a platform for 
all women to speak out against a com-
mon problem—violence against teen 
girls. And she was the first Member to 
bring the head of the CIA to the city of 
Watts to address longstanding, wide-
spread allegations of drug dumping in 
that community. 

And, of course, she was the first Afri-
can American to chair a full com-
mittee, the Committee on House Ad-
ministration. This committee oversees 
some of the great educational institu-

tions of our Nation—the Library of 
Congress, the Smithsonian Institution, 
the Government Printing Office, and 
the Capitol Fine Arts Board. 

We can only dream about what this 
great teacher would have done in this 
capacity. I know she would have used 
the power of knowledge and education 
as an instrument of change. 

But beyond that, Juanita McDonald 
was an elegant lady. She may have 
moved to California, but she never lost 
her southern charm. She was always a 
lady—as tough as steel but as sweet as 
honey. She was more than a colleague. 
She was our sister, our friend. Juanita 
was a sharp dresser, and sometimes she 
would dress to kill. She was beautiful 
on the outside and on the inside. She 
had a sweet, sweet spirit, and she will 
be deeply missed. 

Sometimes when she would see me, 
she would call me Mr. Civil Rights. 
And sometimes when she would see 
Sanford Bishop, David Scott and me to-
gether, she would say, ‘‘What are you 
Georgia boys doing? What are you up 
to?’’ 

And when she was planning programs 
in her district, she would stop by to see 
members of the Georgia delegation and 
tell us she needed a box of peanuts. 
And we would all ante up and make 
those peanuts available to her. 

It is so unreal. It is so unbelievable 
that we will not see her on the floor of 
this Chamber again. Life is short, too 
short. We are here today, and we’re 
gone tomorrow, but her spirit and her 
memory will live on in all of us. 

With the passing of Congresswoman 
McDonald, it seems the world is a little 
darker. It seems that a light has gone 
out. Maybe here in this Chamber and 
on this Earth a light has gone out. But 
in another part of the universe Juanita 
is shining brighter than ever before. 

f 

CHAIRWOMAN JUANITA 
MILLENDER-MCDONALD 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2007, the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. MEEKS) is recognized during 
morning hour debates for 2 minutes. 

Mr. MEEKS of New York. Thank you, 
Mr. Speaker. 

I had to come to the floor today in 
remembrance of a phenomenal woman, 
Juanita Millender-McDonald. My heart 
is pained and it is unbelievable that we 
will not see this great woman, at least 
not on this planet, again. She was a 
woman that anytime that you saw her, 
she stood with such dignity and grace. 
She was a woman who was honest. I 
can recall when I would go to her and 
ask her opinion on various issues. She 
wouldn’t tell me what I wanted to 
hear. She would tell me what I needed 
to hear. She would tell me what was in-
deed right. Being the father of three 
daughters, I can’t help but say, Thank 
you, Juanita. Thank you for being the 
pioneer that you were. Thank you for 
blazing a trail, a trail that’s so wide for 
women, all women, like my three 

young daughters, so that they can walk 
now on that path, so that they now can 
have opportunities that were denied 
others because you have fought the 
fight. 

In the church that I come from, the 
question is, have you helped someone, 
and the song says, ‘‘If you’ve helped 
someone, then your living shall not be 
in vain.’’ 

In the life story of Juanita Millender- 
McDonald, she has indeed helped a 
whole lot of somebodies and she has 
made life better for a lot of children 
yet unborn. She has made history. And 
in the camera of history and in the 
camera of life of Juanita Millender- 
McDonald, it will be recorded that she 
was a soldier in this thing we call life, 
and she was a leader for all human 
beings but in particular to make sure 
that women, that their tomorrow is 
better than their yesterday or today. 

Juanita, we will miss you, and we 
know that as you see the good Lord, 
He’s saying, ‘‘Well done, Juanita. Job 
well done.’’ 

f 

THE STATE OF INTELLIGENCE’S 
UNION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2007, the gentleman from Florida 
(Mr. STEARNS) is recognized during 
morning hour debates for 5 minutes. 

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, it is 6 
years after 9/11, and reform of the intel-
ligence community continues to be a 
primary concern for all of us. At the 
swearing-in ceremony of Director Mike 
McConnell, President Bush outlined 
three main categories for improve-
ment: the need to strengthen indi-
vidual agencies, increase information 
sharing action and improve the quality 
of intelligence produced. I wish to dis-
cuss this morning what this means. 

The intelligence community has es-
tablished new hiring and employment 
reforms to strengthen the workforce. 
Under the direction of the Director of 
National Intelligence (DNI), there is 
now a comprehensive intelligence com-
munity plan that focuses on hiring a 
more diverse workforce to address the 
critical need for variety in languages, 
backgrounds, and skills. He has also 
appointed a chief of equal employment 
opportunity and diversity, and has 
agreed to a set of wide-ranging rec-
ommendations that the diversity sen-
ior advisory panel made in their report: 
‘‘Diversity: A National Security Imper-
ative for the Intelligence Community.’’ 

The Director of National Intelligence 
is also establishing ‘‘joint duty’’ as a 
requirement for promotion to senior 
positions. This is imperative in trans-
forming the culture to increase inte-
gration and a collaborative nature 
among agencies. It will also reduce 
‘‘stovepipe’’ mentalities which ham-
pered collection efforts pre-9/11. These 
are important reforms, Mr. Speaker, 
and good initiatives that have been un-
dertaken to address the human re-
sources challenges facing the intel-
ligence community. I look forward to 
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seeing the outcome of these reforms, 
and hope to see even more innovative 
programs to strengthen our human in-
telligence capabilities. 

One of the critical lapses identified 
after September 11, particularly by the 
9/11 Commission report, was the poor 
information sharing among agencies 
and departments. Recently there have 
been some improvements in this area. 
The National CounterTerrorism Cen-
ter, NCTC, recently published a report 
entitled ‘‘NCTC and Information Shar-
ing: Five Years Since 9/11, a Progress 
Report.’’ The NCTC reports that today, 
following many reforms, analysts have 
access to dozens of networks and infor-
mation systems that they were pre-
viously denied. This access is across in-
telligence, law enforcement, military, 
and homeland security communities. 
This enormous increase of the amount 
of information, while ultimately bene-
ficial, also raised the concern of be-
coming overwhelmed by the flood of 
this new information. Therefore, the 
NCTC is continuously exploring new 
technologies to help analysts manage 
these volumes of terrorism-related 
data. 

The NCTC also reports that they host 
communitywide video teleconferences 
three times a day to ensure awareness 
of ongoing operations and emerging 
threats. Participants in these video 
teleconferences can correct misunder-
standings, compare notes, and share 
best practice ideas to enhance the ca-
pabilities of all involved. Mr. Speaker, 
this is a vital component to the ability 
to detect and respond effectively in 
real time to emerging terrorism 
threats. 

They have also created an online 
counterterrorism library allowing non-
intelligence community agencies easier 
access to counterterrorism informa-
tion. This library today hosts over 6,000 
users, 6 million documents, and has 
over 60 departments and agencies that 
contribute information to its files. 

Finally, the ODNI has reformed over-
seas collection efforts among agencies, 
focusing collection efforts on the stat-
ed needs and goals of the policymakers 
receiving the intelligence products. In 
a March 4 press release from the public 
affairs of the Office of Director of Na-
tional Intelligence, ‘‘The intelligence 
community has strengthened the qual-
ity of intelligence provided to policy-
makers through initiatives like the 
mission managers concept. Among the 
most experienced in the intelligence 
community, mission managers have 
highly developed analytical and collec-
tion management skills and they focus 
on the topics of highest interest to our 
policymakers. This strategy allows the 
intelligence community to identify col-
lection gaps and address resources to 
cover those gaps, ensuring analysts 
have the required information to sup-
port policy decisionmakers.’’ They 
have also streamlined production of 
National Intelligence Council (NIC) 
products, increasing output and mini-
mizing delays in production time. They 

have included both more effective ex-
planation behind judgments and the in-
clusion of alternative views of ana-
lysts, to incorporate a wide range of 
opinions and combat the dangers aris-
ing from ‘‘group think.’’ 

I look forward to monitoring the 
progress of these important first steps. 
However, it is vital that we maintain 
our momentum. As Director McConnell 
stated in his swearing-in speech, ‘‘Tak-
ing advantage of these advances in 
technology, today’s threats move at in-
creasing speeds. The time needed to de-
velop a terrorist plot, communicated 
around the globe, and put it into mo-
tion has been drastically reduced. The 
time line is no longer a calendar, it is 
a watch.’’ 

f 

THE REAL FILTHY SECRET 
BEHIND THE COAL ADS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2007, the gentleman from West 
Virginia (Mr. RAHALL) is recognized 
during morning hour debates for 4 min-
utes. 

CHAIRWOMAN JUANITA MILLENDER-MCDONALD 
Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I join 

with my colleagues in the words of 
mourning and celebration of the life of 
our late colleague, Juanita Millender- 
McDonald. She was a leader on many 
issues as we have heard stated already. 
And foremost among those in my opin-
ion was her leadership and her vision 
as the first African American female 
chairman of a major committee here 
on Capitol Hill. She had a plan for how 
this City on a Hill would operate in a 
more smooth and efficient manner. 
And while she may not be with us to 
see that vision carried out, it is my 
hope that we will carry it out in mem-
ory of her. So to her husband and to 
her children and to her grandchildren, 
I hope that her memories will serve as 
a source of inner strength, inspiration, 
courage and love for the rest of their 
lives. 

Mr. Speaker, on another subject, if I 
might, over the last few weeks, a series 
of anti-coal advertisements sponsored 
by a group called the Clean Sky Coali-
tion have been running in prominent 
publications, such as the Wall Street 
Journal, the Washington Post, and 
other publications that we in this body 
come to rely upon each day and view 
each day. These ads feature photos of 
people whose faces are smeared with 
coal dust and the headline reads, ‘‘Face 
It, Coal Is Filthy.’’ Indeed, there have 
been bumper sticker handouts on the 
streets of Washington, DC, stating that 
same phrase. 

But the real filthy secret here is that 
the people depicted in these ads are not 
our Nation’s coal miners but they are 
Hollywood models, and the ads are not 
being financed by environmental 
groups as one might be led to believe 
by the title of Clean Sky Coalition but, 
rather, these ads are primarily being fi-
nanced by elements of the natural gas 
industry, including Chesapeake Energy 

Corporation headquartered in Okla-
homa City. These ads are despicable 
and so is this so-called Clean Sky Coa-
lition. The sponsors are not being 
truthful and they would have you to 
believe that it is merely environmental 
groups leading this campaign. The 
filthy secret is that this ad campaign is 
about market share. It’s about profits. 
It’s about one segment of the energy 
industry trying to bamboozle the gen-
eral public and policymakers to sell 
more of its product. 

And the filthy secret is that these 
ads completely ignore the tremendous 
progress being made to burn coal clean-
ly and ignore the national security in-
terests of this country. The only truth 
here is that these ads are an insult, an 
absolute insult to the hardworking 
men and women who go beneath this 
Nation’s bowels each and every day to 
produce the energy that provides for 
this Nation’s electricity. 

f 

CHAIRWOMAN JUANITA 
MILLENDER-McDONALD 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2007, the gentleman from Lou-
isiana (Mr. JEFFERSON) is recognized 
during morning hour debates for 21⁄2 
minutes. 

Mr. JEFFERSON. I thank the Chair. 
A 17th century poet John Donne 

speaks to death thusly: ‘‘Death be not 
proud,’’ he says, ‘‘though some have 
called you mighty and dreadful, for 
thou art not so. And those thou 
thinkest thy doth overthrow die not, 
poor death. A short sleep past, we wake 
eternally and death shall be no more.’’ 

This is the confidence in her Chris-
tian faith with which our sister, Jua-
nita Millender-McDonald, lived and 
with which she passed from this earth. 
This is what she meant when she told 
her family that she was going home. 
This is what we saw and at which we 
marveled as we observed her peace on 
display in the final hours that she 
worked amongst us, giving not a hint 
of distress or brokenheartedness or loss 
of confidence. Her grace and elegance 
in her final months and years when she 
knew well her earthly fate is a lesson 
in how to live and how to leave this life 
for those of us who still live on this 
side. 

Chairwoman Juanita Millender- 
McDonald was serious about her work. 
I had the pleasure of finding this out 
firsthand when I was Chair of the Con-
gressional Black Caucus Foundation 
and Juanita was chair of the CBCF’s 
annual legislative weekend. She helped 
to organize this event, which drew over 
40,000 African American leaders to 
Washington, with great attention to 
detail, taxing all of us—sometimes we 
thought then too much—to meet our 
responsibilities and on time. But the 
result was a magnificent event her-
alded by all of us as one of our very 
best. This House got only a glimpse of 
her profound organizational skills as 
she had the chance to serve us only a 
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