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fuels the light water reactors that es-
sentially every nation today uses for 
its electricity production. In France, it 
is 75 percent of their electricity. 

In spite of that, we are still the larg-
est nuclear energy producer in the 
world. It is only 20 percent of our elec-
tricity, while in France it is 75 percent 
of their electricity. We are so much 
bigger economy than France, quantity- 
wise, we are the biggest producer of en-
ergy from nuclear today. 

Let’s look at the finite resources 
which he talks about. The tar sands, 
the oil shales, coal. There is more po-
tential energy in the tar sands in Can-
ada than all the oil reserves in the 
world. So why then aren’t we compla-
cent about the future because there is 
potentially so much energy there? And 
there may be more energy in the tides. 
The Moon lifts the whole ocean 2 feet a 
day. The problem is harnessing the en-
ergy, and we have a similar problem 
harnessing the energy in the tar sands. 
They are getting about a million bar-
rels a day, a bit over 1 percent of the 
84–85 million barrels a day of oil pro-
duction. They have a shovel which lifts 
100 tons. It dumps it into a truck that 
hauls 400 tons. They haul it to a cooker 
which I am told uses more energy from 
natural gas than they get out of the 
oil. The gas is stranded so it is not 
worth much in dollars and cents, and 
they are producing oil at about $18 to 
$25 a barrel and it is selling for over 
$60, so it is economically productive to 
do. But they know this is not sustain-
able because they will run out of the 
gas, and now they are thinking of 
building a nuclear power plant. But if 
you think of this as a vein, it is largely 
surface and they can do surface min-
ing. But it will shortly duck under a 
heavy overlay, and they will have to 
develop a technology to develop it in 
situ, and they don’t know how doable 
that is. There has been some experi-
ments in doing that by Shell Oil Com-
pany. They believe it will be several 
years before they know if it is eco-
nomically feasible for getting energy. 
So there are potentially huge amounts 
of oil available in the tar sands and the 
oil shales, but the big problem is the 
difficulty in getting them out. 

We have a chart that I would like to 
look at that looks at coal because ev-
erybody is going to tell you not to 
worry about nature because we have 
got so much coal. Okay, we don’t have 
that chart. 

Let me talk about the coal chart. We 
have 250 years of coal. That is true at 
current use rates. But if you increase 
the use of coal only 2 percent, that 250 
years drops to 85 years. 

b 2130 

Well, a 2 percent increase doubles in 
35 years. It’s four times bigger in 70 
years, and it’s eight times bigger in 105 
years, and we’re talking about 250 
years. So now our 250 years of coal 
shrinks to only 85 years if we are in-
creasing its use only 2 percent, and we 
will certainly have to increase the use 

more than that as we find less and less 
readily available oil and gas. 

But for most uses, coal is not very 
convenient. So we are going to have to 
convert it to a liquid or a gas, and that 
will use some of the energy of coal. So 
now it shrinks to 50 years, but the re-
ality in today’s world is that energy is 
fungible, particularly liquid fuel en-
ergy, and we’re going to have to share 
that with the world. There’s not much 
of a way not to share that with the 
world. If you do that, since we use 25 
percent of the world’s energy, that now 
reduces it to 121⁄2 years. 

Be very cautious when somebody 
tells you about a resource that will 
last so many years at current use 
rates. It was Albert Einstein I think 
who said that the most powerful force 
in the universe was the power of com-
pound interest. 

We are running out of time, and I 
wanted to get to another quote here 
from Admiral Rickover’s speech be-
cause he was so prophetic in his speech. 
‘‘In the 8,000 years from the beginning 
of history to the year 2000 A.D. world 
population will have grown from 10 
million to 4 billion.’’ He kind of missed 
that. We are what, over 6 billion today, 
but that is an enormous growth. ‘‘With 
90 percent of that growth taking place 
during the last 5 percent of that pe-
riod.’’ It would be more than 95 percent 
because we are now over 6 billion rath-
er than 4 billion. ‘‘It took the first 3,000 
years of recorded history to accomplish 
the first doubling of population, 100 
years for the last doubling, but the 
next doubling will require only 50 
years.’’ Matter of fact, it occurred in 
less than 50 years. 

And then another chart from Admi-
ral Rickover’s talk: ‘‘One final thought 
I should like to leave with you. High- 
energy consumption has always been a 
prerequisite of political power. The 
tendency is for political power to be 
concentrated in an ever-smaller num-
ber of countries. Ultimately, the Na-
tion which controls the largest energy 
resources will become dominant. If we 
give thought to the problem of energy 
resources, if we act wisely and in time 
to conserve what we have and prepare 
well for necessary future changes, we 
shall insure this dominant position for 
our own country.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I wonder if Admiral 
Rickover would think that we have 
done that. ‘‘If we give thought to the 
problem of energy resources, if we act 
wisely and in time to conserve what we 
have and prepare well for necessary fu-
ture changes, we shall insure this dom-
inant position for our own country.’’ 
That’s the dominant position where 
you control a lot of the energy. We 
have only 2 percent of the world’s en-
ergy. We use 25 percent of the world’s 
energy. In a chart which shows the 10 
largest oil containing countries we’re 
not even near that. 

Our oil companies, which pump a fair 
amount of oil, own very little oil. They 
are pumping somebody else’s oil. The 
oil resources which we own in this 

country are very small. The largest, 70 
percent, of all the resources of course 
are in the Middle East and northern Af-
rica. 

As I read this talk from Admiral 
Rickover, I was reminded of how wise 
and farseeing he was. He says, for in-
stance, ‘‘It will be wise to face up to 
the possibility of the ultimate dis-
appearance of automobiles, trucks, 
buses and tractors.’’ 

Let me read that paragraph. That’s a 
pretty interesting paragraph. ‘‘Trans-
portation, the lifeblood of all tech-
nically advanced civilizations, seems 
to be assured, once we have borne the 
initial high cost of electrifying rail-
roads and replacing buses with street-
cars or interurban electric trains.’’ 

He’s talking about nuclear energy, 
which could be huge, compared to the 
rate at which we are using now which 
produces electricity. Of course, today 
we don’t have much that runs on elec-
tricity. We have torn out all of our 
streetcar lines. We’re now replacing 
what we call light rail, I think that’s 
what streetcars were, and we are using 
railroads. Very little for transpor-
tation of people. 

‘‘But, unless science can perform the 
miracle of synthesizing automobile 
fuel from some energy source as yet 
unknown,’’ and I thought here of our 
corn ethanol and we were going to get 
so much from that. That article says if 
we turn all the corn into ethanol, dis-
counted it for fossil fuel input, it would 
displace 2.4 percent of our gasoline. 

Well, I commend this reading of Ad-
miral Hyman Rickover’s speech to any-
one who’s interested in energy. He was 
really farseeing. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
ARCURI). All Members of the House are 
reminded to refrain from bringing to 
the attention of the House occupants of 
the galleries. 

f 

HEALTH CARE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. BURGESS) is recognized for 
60 minutes. 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I come 
to the floor tonight to talk a little bit 
about the Nation’s health care system, 
some of the challenges that face us and 
some of the successes that have hap-
pened in spite of the fact that they 
aren’t generally noticed by the people 
who report on things. 

Mr. Speaker, my career prior to com-
ing to Congress was that of a physi-
cian. A lot of people will ask me how 
did we end up with the situation that 
we have, how did we end up with the 
system of health care that we have in 
this country? After all, Western Eu-
rope, we are not that much different 
from our Western European friends, 
and yet they have largely single-payer, 
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