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Senate 
The Senate was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Thursday, July 19, 2007, at 10 a.m. 

House of Representatives 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 18, 2007 

The House met at 10 a.m. 
The Reverend Martin B. Lavengood, 

Wesley Enhanced Living at Evangelical 
Manor, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Lord God, we thank You for giving us 
the means to govern ourselves as free 
people. Keep us ever mindful of the 
rights and liberties which hallow our 
life. Watch over and protect all those 
who serve to defend them. 

We pray especially for our Represent-
atives who serve in this Chamber. 
Endow them with Your wisdom to 
choose the issues we must face; give 
them the courage and the strength to 
make the difficult decisions; fill them 
with Your charity that they may enter 
into a spirit of compromise; give them 
the grace to work for the higher good 
in their deliberations with other bod-
ies. In all their efforts, may they re-
member both the rich and the poor 
whom they are called to serve; shield 
them from the temptations of power 
which beckon incessantly; and at the 
end of the day may they enter into 
Your rest, Lord God of Hosts. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 
The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-

ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-

woman from Pennsylvania (Ms. 

SCHWARTZ) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Ms. SCHWARTZ led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one Nation under 
God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for 
all. 

f 

WELCOMING THE REVEREND 
MARTIN B. LAVENGOOD 

(Ms. SCHWARTZ asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. SCHWARTZ. Madam Speaker, 
it’s my pleasure to welcome Reverend 
Martin Lavengood and to thank him 
for the prayer he just delivered, and to 
welcome his family and many residents 
of the Evangelical Manor who are here 
today. 

Reverend Lavengood has a long and 
honorable history of service to the 
community. Prior to being ordained in 
1991, Reverend Lavengood taught high 
school English in New York. Shortly 
after his ordination, he studied in Jeru-
salem as the first Roberta Rudin Schol-
ar for Jewish-Christian Studies. After 
his experience in Israel, the reverend 
returned to the United States and be-
came active in prison ministry while 
serving in parishes in New York and In-
diana. 

In 2003, Reverend Lavengood moved 
to Philadelphia where he became a 
chaplain at the University of Pennsyl-
vania Hospital. While working there, 
he developed an interest in ministering 
to people of all ages, especially the el-

derly. This interest led him to his cur-
rent position as chaplain of the Wesley 
Enhanced Living at Evangelical Manor 
in Philadelphia, where he’s honored, he 
says, to serve members of the World 
War II generation. 

I commend Reverend Lavengood for 
his service to seniors and for taking 
time to come to Washington and offer-
ing this prayer before the House of 
Representatives. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 10 further 1-minute speeches 
on each side of the aisle. 

f 

PUBLIC SAFETY EMPLOYER-EM-
PLOYEE COOPERATION ACT OF 
2007 

(Mr. SARBANES asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SARBANES. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to salute the House of Rep-
resentatives for passing H.R. 980, the 
Public Safety Employer-Employee Co-
operation Act of 2007. 

Now, more than ever, public safety 
employees are being stretched to ca-
pacity. With the deployment of our Na-
tional Guard to Iraq, our local commu-
nities are being asked to respond to 
emergencies with often depleted re-
sources and manpower. 
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Our local first responders represent 

the highest in public service. By pro-
viding them with collective bargaining 
rights, we can help these patriotic men 
and women secure adequate equipment, 
ensure workplace safety, and promote 
pay and benefits that will allow us to 
recruit the best and brightest to these 
important professions. This legislation 
represents an effort to put words into 
action. 

Madam Speaker, our Nation’s fire-
fighters, police officers, and EMS per-
sonnel do right by the American people 
every day, keeping our families and 
communities safe. It is high time that 
we honor their service by enacting this 
legislation and providing them with 
the Federal resources they need to do 
their job. 

f 

CONGRATULATING SHAW FARMS 
ON THEIR 200TH ANNIVERSARY 
(Mrs. SCHMIDT asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. SCHMIDT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Shaw Farms on 
their 200th anniversary. Shaw Farms, 
located along State Route 131 in Miami 
Township, Claremont County, Ohio, is 
home to the region’s finest summer-
time produce. It is best known for its 
sweet corn, tomatoes, melons, beans, 
squash and cucumbers. Shaw Farms 
began operating during the tenure of 
Thomas Jefferson. Think about that, 
the tenure of Thomas Jefferson, and 
has continually operated as a family 
farm since 1807. It is one the oldest 
family farms in Ohio. 

Today the family farm is run by 
Jerry and Jean Shaw, with the help of 
their children and grandchildren. 
Through the hard work of the Shaw 
family, much of greater Cincinnati re-
lies on them for their produce. 

Summertime produce is not the only 
thing the Shaw family is known for. 
Each October, thousands of visitors, in-
cluding many eager school children 
come to the family’s Fall Festival, 
which is known for its pumpkins, hay-
rides and farm animals. 

This weekend the Shaws are hosting 
a bicentennial bash to help celebrate 
their amazing accomplishment. In the 
spirit of the Shaw family, they have in-
vited everyone in the area to enjoy 
their success. Of course many of the 
items for which they are well known 
will be on their menu. 

The Shaw family’s fresh produce and 
family entertainment is truly an asset 
to all the communities in southern 
Ohio. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in wish-
ing the Shaw Farms a happy 200th an-
niversary, continued success, and let’s 
wish them at least 200 more years in 
Ohio. 

f 

LET’S NOT OVERSTAY OUR 
WELCOME IN IRAQ 

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, last night 
the Senate stayed in session and 
they’re probably still in session be-
cause they can’t get an agreement to 
discuss the resolution, the bill that 
this House has already passed, a simi-
lar one to end the war in Iraq and rede-
ploy our troops and bring our troops 
home. 

This House, on several occasions, has 
passed bills with benchmarks to re-
spond to the American people’s wishes 
and end this horrific war. The Senate 
hasn’t been able to do it because they 
need 60 votes to avoid filibuster. That’s 
what they have going on now. 

And that’s the problem, Mr. Speaker, 
is the procedures in the Senate, and 
that’s why we’re still in this horrific 
war, a war where the Prime Minister of 
Iraq has said he can provide for the se-
curity of his country by January 1 and 
he does not need our troops. 

Mr. Speaker, I would suggest that 
Emily Post’s rule should be invoked. 
When you’re a visitor and your host 
says you’re no longer needed and no 
longer wanted, you pack your bags and 
you go home. I would advise the Presi-
dent, Mr. Speaker, to listen to Emily 
Post and be a good visitor and bring 
our troops home and stop losing lives 
needlessly. 

f 

THE THREAT IS REAL AND WE 
MUST REMAIN VIGILANT 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, yesterday morning the Na-
tional Intelligence Estimate report was 
released outlining threats to the 
United States over the next several 
years. I am grateful that since Sep-
tember the 11th counterterrorism ef-
forts have stopped terrorists from addi-
tional attacks on American soil. 

The report confirms that the threat 
to America is real, and al Qaeda has in-
tensified efforts to attack the United 
States. I appreciate the brave men and 
women worldwide in the fight in the 
global war on terrorism so that we do 
not face another attack here at home. 
They are fighting to protect American 
families, and their presence in Iraq and 
Afghanistan is vital to this effort 
which al Qaeda has identified as the 
central front. 

The report reiterates the threat to 
the United States and the significance 
of our mission in Iraq. We must remain 
on the offense everywhere and remem-
ber that the threat to our Nation is 
real. Al Qaeda is like a cancer which 
must be stopped at all sources or it will 
spread. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th. 

THE AMERICAN PEOPLE WANT TO 
START BRINGING OUR TROOPS 
HOME 

(Mr. YARMUTH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, by 
overwhelming majorities, the Amer-
ican people are demanding a change of 
course in Iraq. After 5 years of a failed 
Bush administration strategy to bring 
peace and stability to Iraq, the Amer-
ican people are fed up with the way 
that is jeopardizing our national secu-
rity, our military strength and our Na-
tion’s fiscal future. 

The American people no longer listen 
to the President when he says the situ-
ation in Iraq is improving. And they re-
ceived more proof last week that the 
President’s new way forward strategy, 
the so-called surge, is only inflaming 
Iraq’s civil war. Casualties among U.S. 
forces have surged and the political 
process in Iraq has halted. The Presi-
dent’s policy has produced few results 
on the ground, and yet he is asking 
both the American people and the Con-
gress for more time. 

Mr. Speaker, President Bush has had 
4 years to make his policy work, and 
the situation is not getting any better. 
It’s time that we get back to fighting 
the real global war on terror so that al 
Qaeda does not continue to gain 
strength in Afghanistan and Pakistan. 
The Senate has a chance today to fol-
low our lead, listen to the American 
people and begin bringing our troops 
home. 

f 

NEWS FROM THE BATTLE FOR 
IRAQ 

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, news from the 
war in Iraq: The Iraq interim assess-
ment report of progress states that sec-
tarian murders in Baghdad are down 
from what they were in January. Many 
Iraqis are now coming forward with in-
formation to help root out terrorists 
from their hiding places. 

On the local level, citizens are form-
ing neighborhood watch groups and 
young Iraqis are joining the army and 
the police forces. Measured progress 
continues in Iraq. The surge strategy 
has only recently been completely im-
plemented, and it seems that we are 
seeing positive signs. 

A policy of surrender and failure in 
securing Iraq would hold catastrophic 
consequences for the United States and 
the Iraqi people. We should be focused 
on victory, not pandering to the ‘‘peace 
at any price crowd.’’ 

Those who want retreat, defeat and 
withdrawal while in the midst of this 
battle for Iraq have yet to understand 
that there are consequences for ap-
peasement, and they are bad for the 
United States and the Iraqi people. Re-
treat will not bring victory and it will 
never bring peace. 
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