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offered zero interest financing, which,
as GM said, has kept America rolling.

I will never apologize for defending
the domestic auto industry against the
Democratic leadership.

———

THANK YOU AND WELCOME HOME,
RED BULL DIVISION

(Mrs. BACHMANN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. BACHMANN. Mr. Speaker, the
Minnesota Red Bulls are not an energy
drink, but let me tell you about what
an amazing energy force they have
been for our freedom in the United
States.

They are now returning home from
the longest continuous deployment of
any U.S. military unit during Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom.

The Red Bulls hail from the 1st Bri-
gade, 34th Infantry Division of the Min-
nesota National Guard based in Bloom-
ington, Minnesota.

Mr. Speaker, these men and women
are true citizen soldiers. They have put
service to their country ahead of their
family, of their friends, and their ca-
reers since September of 2005.

During their deployment, let me tell
you what the Red Bulls have done for
our country, Mr. Speaker. They com-
pleted 5,200 combat logistical patrols.
They secured 2.4 million convoy miles,
and they discovered 462 improvised ex-
plosive devices prior to detonation. In
addition, they completed 137 recon-
struction projects and helped start two
Iraqi newspapers for the local popu-
lation that covered stories on these re-
construction projects.

On behalf of a grateful Nation and a
free world, we welcome back the Min-
nesota Red Bulls and we thank you.

——————

CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL GRADUATE
MEDICAL EDUCATION PROGRAM

(Mr. REICHERT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, as the
House continues its consideration of
the Labor-HHS appropriations bill
today, I urge all my colleagues to sup-
port funding for the Children’s Hospital
Graduate Medical Education program.

Even though this amount is lower
than the amount suggested by some of
us in the 109th Congress, the $307 mil-
lion in this appropriation bill will go to
training and educating graduate med-
ical students who will help our children
at our children’s hospitals across this
Nation.

Especially close to my heart is my
godson, Kyle, who at 18 months old was
diagnosed with cancer and for the last
12 years has survived and has been
helped and aided by these graduate
medical students.

So I urge my colleagues, please sup-
port this bill. It is so critical to the
health of our children.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

DEPARTMENTS OF LABOR,
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES,
AND EDUCATION, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2008

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
WELCH of Vermont). Pursuant to House
Resolution 547 and rule XVIII, the
Chair declares the House in the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the State
of the Union for the further consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 3043.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union for the
further consideration of the bill (H.R.
3043) making appropriations for the De-
partments of Labor, Health and Human
Services, and Education, and related
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2008, and for other purposes,
with Mrs. TAUSCHER in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIRMAN. When the Com-
mittee of the Whole rose on Tuesday,
July 17, 2007, amendment No. 5 printed
in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD by the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. SESSIONS)
had been disposed of and the bill had
been read through page 42, line 21.

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. GRAVES

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Chairman, I
offer an amendment.

The Clerk read as follows:

Amendment offered by Mr. GRAVES:

Page 42, line 12, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(reduced by $125,000,000"°.

Page 42, line 13, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(reduced by $125,000,000)"’.

Page 84, line 24, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(increased by $125,000,000)’.

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Chairman, let
me begin by thanking the chairman
and ranking member of the Appropria-
tions Committee for working together
in a true bipartisan fashion to begin
providing a long overdue down pay-
ment to special education funding. In
particular, I want to thank Ranking
Member WALSH for his amendment in
committee to provide a $335 million in-
crease in special education funding for
fiscal year 2008.

When the Individuals with Disabil-
ities Education Act was signed into law
more than 30 years ago, the Federal
Government committed to pay the
States 40 percent of the costs of pro-
viding services to students covered
under this act. However, for three dec-
ades the Federal Government has often
provided 1less than half the money
promised.

What has this shortfall meant? For
one, it has meant higher taxes at the
State and local levels and less funding
for other education programs as States
and local governments struggle to
make up the shortfall in Federal re-
sources.

The amendment I introduce today
builds on the bipartisan cooperation of
the House Appropriations Committee
by providing a further $125 million in-
crease in funding for IDEA part B
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grants to the States. To pay for my
amendment, I offset the cost by reduc-
ing a portion of the U.S. contribution
to the Global Fund. My amendment
helps us fulfill our commitment to
funding special education while also
providing a small increase in funding
to the Global Fund as was provided last
year. I don’t take this money from any
domestic program. These funds are
dedicated to an overseas program, and
they still see a $1 million increase over
last year.

My amendment sets the right prior-
ities for our Nation’s children with spe-
cial needs, and I urge support from all
of my colleagues. Again, I would thank
the chairman and ranking member for
their hard work on this.

Madam Chairman, I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. OBEY. Madam Chairman, frank-
ly, I am looking for my ranking minor-
ity member. But until he gets here let
me take a little time and say that I
would simply suggest to the gen-
tleman, if he thinks this is a good idea,
that he take this idea up with the
President of the United States.

What this committee has tried to do
both on this subcommittee and on the
Foreign Operations Subcommittee is to
respect and work with the administra-
tion in their effort to provide global
leadership to deal with the AIDS epi-
demic around the world. And the fact is
that this item in this bill is a critical
piece of the President’s program.

Given our disarray around the world
because of Iraq, I think it is a wonder-
ful exception when we can be seen to be
providing constructive leadership in
the world on something. And certainly,
although I have many differences with
the President, this is one area where 1
think he has exercised significant lead-
ership.
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And I think it would undercut our
standing yet again in the world if we
were to withdraw this funding.

I just think that we’ve struck a good
balance with respect to this program. I
think both subcommittees have tried
to see to it that we meet our inter-
national responsibilities.

You and I are very lucky human
beings. Our souls were, thanks to God,
infused in a body that lives in the
United States. If they had been infused
in a body that was born in Africa or in
Asia or in some of the other hot spots
in the world in terms of these diseases,
I think we would take a look at this
issue in a quite different way.

This program provides the only real
leadership in the world to attack this
program. I think it would be a horren-
dous mistake if we were to adopt the
gentleman’s amendment. I would urge
defeating the amendment.

Madam Chairman, I yield back the
balance of my time.

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on
the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. GRAVES).

The question was taken; and the
Chairman announced that the noes ap-
peared to have it.
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