
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H10197 September 6, 2007 
preschool toys, including nearly 1 mil-
lion in the U.S. And then on August 14, 
the company announced a worldwide 
recall of 19 million toys. We all know 
the dangers caused by lead paint, 
which is why it is not used in Amer-
ican-made toys or homes. As a child 
psychologist, I can tell you firsthand 
exposure to lead paint can lead to at-
tention deficit disorders, brain damage 
and medical ailments in children and 
in later life. 

China has continuously sent us prod-
ucts that are harmful to our families, 
and even our pets. Their harmful prod-
ucts sold to Americans include con-
taminated pet foods, used chop sticks, 
tires that have caused fatal accidents, 
diapers containing a fungus, lipstick 
containing carcinogens, juices with un-
safe color additives, baby bottles with 
ingredients that can alter a child’s hor-
mones, pacifiers containing chemicals 
linked to cancer, and teething rings 
with toxic chemicals. 

In addition, China has systematically 
manipulated its currency to create an 
unfair trade advantage over the United 
States and other global competitors. 
They have repeatedly allowed their 
workers to counterfeit American prod-
ucts and steal our patents, costing us 
billions of dollars of trade each year, 
thus destroying American manufac-
turing jobs. 

They have built power plants with 
cheaper outdated technology, causing 
excessive pollution and environmental 
hazards throughout the world, includ-
ing the United States, and they have 
stolen national secrets from our U.S. 
energy labs. 

Congress and the White House have 
allowed China to continue its blatant 
disregard for our country; and as a re-
sult, China has become more and more 
emboldened. They have now begun to 
directly and indirectly attack our mili-
tary, actions that have taken the lives 
of American soldiers. 

Beijing appears to be the culprit of a 
cyberattack launched against the Pen-
tagon this past June. While this attack 
was not with missiles or guns, it is 
nonetheless an attack on our sov-
ereignty that should not be unchecked. 

Now we learn that China is supplying 
our enemies with weapons and ammu-
nition being used to kill our soldiers. 
These weapons have included large-cal-
iber sniper rifles; rocket-propelled gre-
nades; improvised explosive devices, or 
IEDs; and shoulder-fired rockets. Mil-
lions of rounds of ammunition have 
also been linked to China. And many of 
these weapons are finding their way 
into the hands of the Taliban and in-
surgents in Iran. As U.S., Iraqi, and co-
alition forces try to prevent weapons 
from coming into Iraq, China has been 
directly aiding and abetting our en-
emies. 

For far too long, China has been 
harming our children, our families, and 
our economy. Now they are killing our 
soldiers. 

Well, enough is enough. China must 
be held accountable. If Congress can’t 

act, the American people can, and 
Americans are saying no to China. 
From our food, to our clothes, to 
household goods, Americans are saying 
they will stop buying Chinese products. 

Unless China stops its practices that 
hurt Americans, kill our soldiers and 
kill our jobs, I believe the American 
people will continue to stop buying 
Chinese-made goods. But Congress 
must also demand that if China does 
not stop these practices that hurt our 
soldiers and hurt our citizens, Con-
gress, too, must act, and do so quickly. 

f 

SUPPORT H.R. 933, THE WITNESS 
SECURITY AND PROTECTION ACT 
OF 2007 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. CUMMINGS) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to talk about the deeply trou-
bling issue of terrorism right here in 
our own backyard. It is a problem that 
is endangering our children, threat-
ening our families, and plaguing our 
neighborhoods. I am talking about the 
brazen acts of violence, fire bombings 
and shootings that are preventing the 
good people in our communities from 
testifying to the crimes that they have 
witnessed. Who can blame them, when 
they are sitting targets for those who 
have no shame? 

In cities across America, people are 
murdered in broad daylight and their 
killers are walking free because we 
cannot adequately address the issue of 
witness intimidation. We have all 
heard the news reports regarding the 
‘‘anti-snitching’’ campaigns that have 
appeared in so many of our commu-
nities, but few of us are aware of what 
these efforts really mean to the people 
on the ground. But all around us, evi-
dence of these campaigns’ impact is 
present. Murder rates are at a record- 
breaking high this summer in my 
hometown of Baltimore City and in-
deed in communities across the coun-
try where criminals have persistently 
evaded law enforcement. 

In order to combat this problem, I in-
troduced H.R. 993, the Witness Security 
and Protection Act of 2007. Upon enact-
ment, this legislation authorizes $90 
million per year over the next 3 years 
to assist State and local law enforce-
ment with witness protection, while 
fostering Federal, State, and local 
partnerships. 

Priority will be given to prosecuting 
officers and States with an average of 
at least 100 murders during the imme-
diate past 5 years. However, smaller 
entities will also have a chance to re-
ceive funding. State and local prosecu-
tors will also be able to use these funds 
to provide witness protection on their 
own or to pay the costs of enrolling 
their witnesses in the short-term State 
Witness Protection Program to be cre-
ated within the United States Marshals 
Service’s office. 

The U.S. Marshals Service has a 
wealth of expertise and experience that 

will assist State and local entities in 
developing more comprehensive pro-
grams. In over 30 years under the Fed-
eral Witness Security Program, not a 
single witness that followed security 
procedures has been harmed while 
being protected by the program. More 
to the point, cases involving the testi-
mony of these participants have an 89 
percent conviction rate. In contrast, 
State witness protection programs are 
severely underfunded and enjoy vir-
tually no Federal support. 

While there has been tremendous 
support for this initiative in Congress, 
the lack of support from the adminis-
tration has certainly been startling. On 
April 24, 2007, the House Judiciary 
Committee held a hearing on the Wit-
ness Security and Protection Act. Dur-
ing that time, the Department of Jus-
tice official opposed this legislation 
based on the claim that it does not 
have the capacity or the will to imple-
ment a grant program. DOJ officials 
argued that running a grant program 
distracts from its ability to carry out 
its mission. Since when has inconven-
ience been an excuse for shortchanging 
justice in America? 

On May 24, 2007, I met with officials 
from the DOJ and the U.S. Marshals 
Service to discuss my concerns. I left 
the meeting feeling optimistic about a 
compromise. However, this has not 
been the case. I have even given DOJ 
staff the opportunity to come up with 
a counterproposal to achieve the same 
goal as the Witness Security and Pro-
tection Act of 2007, that is, the goal of 
strengthening State and local witness 
protection programs without a grant 
program. Unfortunately, DOJ officials 
have not been able to come up with a 
compromise, or even an alternative, to 
H.R. 933. 

In light of DOJ’s failure to cooperate, 
it is extremely disappointing to learn 
that it has no problem supporting ef-
forts in other countries, while dodging 
our efforts to set up similar programs 
in places such as Maryland and Wash-
ington. 

The U.S. Marshals Service, Mr. 
Speaker, has been assisting about a 
dozen countries, including Colombia, 
Israel, Italy, Brazil and Thailand, with 
the creation of witness protection pro-
grams in response to increasing threats 
against key figures in foreign prosecu-
tions. 

International demand for the pro-
gram is so great that Interpol, the 
world’s largest law enforcement orga-
nization, is hosting a conference this 
month with the Marshals Service at 
Interpol’s headquarters in France to 
address the needs of foreign govern-
ments. It is so very tragic that we can 
assist those abroad, but we will not 
fight terrorism right here in our back-
yards. 

Mr. Speaker, improving protection 
for State and local witnesses will move 
us one step closer toward alleviating 
the fears and threats of prospective 
witnesses and help to safeguard our 
communities from violence. 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 02:17 Sep 07, 2007 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00037 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K06SE7.054 H06SEPT1ba
jo

hn
so

n 
on

 P
R

O
D

P
C

61
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH10198 September 6, 2007 
I want my constituents in Mary-

land’s Seventh Congressional District 
and the people across this great Nation 
to know that they are not alone. This 
is a priority issue for me, and I will not 
stop until this issue is addressed. This 
is why I am calling upon all of my col-
leagues to cosponsor H.R. 933. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed 
the House. His remarks will appear 
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

PRAISING THE RESCUE EFFORTS 
OF HORIZON LINES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, when most 
Americans think of open-seas rescue 
operations, they think rightly about 
the United States Coast Guard. Our Na-
tion’s Coast Guard has a distinguished 
history of search and rescue missions 
dating back 217 years. They recently 
celebrated their one-millionth rescue, 
and I want to commend the bravery 
and service of this time-honored 
branch of our Armed Forces. 

But it turns out the Coast Guard 
isn’t the only one assisting seafarers in 
distress these days. North Carolina- 
based Horizon Lines, a leading domes-
tic ocean shipping company, came to 
the rescue of 22 Chinese crew members 
on a 420-foot log ship this summer. The 
log ship was transporting a load from 
Papua New Guinea to China, when it 
encountered the 70-mile-per-hour winds 
and 24-foot seas of a typhoon. The 
rough seas apparently caused the log 
ship’s cargo to shift and eventually led 
to the loss of the vessel. 

The ship, the Hai Tong, had sunk in 
the very rough seas and the survivors 
had been adrift in the ocean 375 miles 
from Guam for 2 days when the Horizon 
Lines container ship, the Horizon Fal-
con, arrived. The Horizon Falcon was 
the first vessel to arrive on the scene 
after the log ship’s crew alerted the 
Coast Guard to the Hai Tong’s distress. 

When the Horizon Falcon arrived, it 
found survivors in the water sur-
rounded by an oil slick and debris from 
the sunken ship. With the U.S. Coast 
Guard on the way, the Horizon Line’s 
vessel immediately began a search and 
rescue operation amidst treacherous 
30-foot swells and 40-mile-an-hour 
winds. 

The Horizon Falcon’s captain, Tom 
McDorr, navigated through the heavy 
seas filled with the log ship’s cargo and 
managed to get the huge 722-foot con-
tainer ship within range of a rescue 
mission using one of the ship’s life-
boats. His brave crew took the small 
lifeboat into the heavy seas, which still 
threatened their lives with 20-foot 

waves, and began searching for sur-
vivors of the wreck. 

Due to the distance of the nearest 
Coast Guard vessels, at this point there 
were not yet any Coast Guard rescuers 
on the scene. The lifeboat, crewed by 
three of the Horizon Falcon’s seamen 
and under the command of Chief Mate 
Kevin McCarthy, fought its way 
through the massive waves and man-
aged to locate and take one survivor 
aboard with waves crashing down on 
the vessel from literally every direc-
tion. 

I cannot say enough to commend the 
bravery of these men who risked their 
lives to save someone with whom they 
had no connection. Their selfless act 
was a demonstration of profound hu-
manity in the face of extreme danger. 

The danger was so great that as they 
returned to the ship with a survivor in 
the lifeboat they were forced to aban-
don the damaged lifeboat, to the heavy 
seas. The crew and the rescued seaman 
managed to climb to safety up the con-
tainership’s 40-foot pilot’s ladder. 

The heroic actions of the Horizon Fal-
con’s crew continued as another sur-
vivor was rescued by able-seaman J. 
Dacaug. He was secured to the pilot’s 
ladder and went back to the ocean 
after the additional survivors. He man-
aged to attach a grappling hook to a 
Chinese sailor even as he was battered 
by the huge swells and occasionally 
was submerged completely in the 
heavy seas. His bravery resulted in an-
other life saved when both men were 
winched back to the safety of the con-
tainer ship. 

The Falcon continued to search 
through the night for more survivors 
with the help of additional commercial 
ships and by the light of flares from a 
Navy airplane based in Japan. As the 
Falcon began to run low on fuel, it was 
relieved by a Coast Guard vessel that 
joined the search. The Coast Guard fi-
nally suspended the search 2 days later 
after 13 survivors had been rescued. 

Working against time and the power 
of nature, the captain and crew of the 
Horizon Falcon risked their own lives so 
others might emerge from a disastrous 
shipwreck to sail another day. Chuck 
Raymond of Horizon Lines put it well. 
‘‘Ever since man has been going to sea, 
there has been danger. But there also 
has been and will ever be brotherhood 
at sea that crosses any boundary. This 
rescue effort is a shining example of 
that.’’ 

The Coast Guard also praised the he-
roic actions of the Falcon’s crew saying 
that their efforts were to be ‘‘com-
mended and do not go unnoticed.’’ I 
completely agree. We live in a time 
when it is easy to pass up opportunities 
to help someone in distress with the as-
sumption that someone else will take 
care of it. But in the spirit of the Good 
Samaritan, the crew of the Falcon 
proved that ordinary people can do ex-
traordinary good if given a chance. 
They deserve to be commended for 
reaching out across boundaries of lan-
guage and culture and helping people 
in dire need. 

I wish to extend my thanks to all the 
people at this fine North Carolina com-
pany for a job well done. They have 
shown what they value most, which is 
to protect human lives at all cost and 
to reach out to those in need. I hope 
other companies take notice and follow 
their lead in this exemplary deed. 

f 

b 1415 

THE ADMINISTRATION’S FAILURE 
IN IRAQ 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
ISRAEL). Under a previous order of the 
House, the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. WOOLSEY) is recognized for 
5 minutes. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, over 
the past 5 years, the Bush administra-
tion has repeatedly asked the Amer-
ican people to put their faith and their 
judgment in the judgment of the White 
House, especially as it pertains to our 
position in Iraq. 

But as we have seen, and we have 
seen it time and time again, that judg-
ment is based on ignoring voices of dis-
sent and the reality on the ground in 
favor of a stay-the-course mentality. 

When General Petraeus presents his 
report on Iraq next week, we cannot 
allow the voice of the American people 
to be ignored. We watched this admin-
istration relaunch its public relations 
campaign to sell ‘‘the escalation’’ to 
the American people, and now they in-
sist that the escalation is working. All 
this in spite of the Iraqi Government’s 
failure to achieve most of its key 
benchmarks for military and political 
progress and the dramatic increase in 
American and Iraqi casualties since the 
escalation began. 

The administration continues, Mr. 
Speaker, to resist all attempts sup-
ported by the overwhelming majority 
of Americans to bring our troops home. 
In essence, we are in the middle of an-
other PR campaign, this one to stifle 
the will and undermine the judgment 
of the American people again. 

Today Congress is again faced with 
the choice of trusting its own judgment 
or the claims of the Bush administra-
tion. Unfortunately, the past mis-
calculation and failed predictions of 
the administration have resulted in 
tragic consequences. 

In 2003, the administration insisted 
that an invasion force of 130,000 troops 
would be enough to secure Iraq and re-
store peace after the invasion. They 
claimed Saddam Hussein was amassing 
weapons of mass destruction to use 
against our country. They promised 
that we would be greeted as liberators, 
and in May 2005 we were told that the 
insurgency in Iraq was in its last 
throes. Time after time, they have 
been wrong, wrong, wrong. 

Earlier this year when Congress 
passed the emergency spending bill for 
Iraq, the Bush administration argued 
that benchmarks are the only way to 
measure progress in Iraq. As a result, 
the Government Accountability Office 
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