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holidays. There was a synagogue that
was blown up right after morning pray-
ers on a Saturday morning.

What is it that we should learn from
this about going forward what our
strategy should be? Well, for one thing,
this tiny tract of land is where the
weapons are coming through. They are
not coming through Israel or through
the Mediterranean Sea; although, there
were one or two cases in years past
where boats were intercepted, but we
have a pretty sophisticated under-
standing what goes on here. It is com-
ing through tunnels from Egypt.

So we should be saying to Egypt, for
a country that gets $3.5 billion in aid
every year, we should say to them,
enough is enough. Until you show the
ability to get control of this border, we
are not going to provide any of our aid
in the form of military. You want hu-
manitarian assistance, that’s fine.

Secondly, the last thing we want to
have is for these to be tipped with
laser-guided systems like the ones
being proposed to that part of the
world. We can’t let that technology
seep into the region so these now have
precision guidance.

Finally, we have to say to the United
Nations and to the international com-
munity: What more do you want the
Israelis to do? They have left. They
have left that part of the world. What
is it that you are demanding they do?

I would say to the people who sponsor
these resolutions in the United Nations
condemning Israel, okay, picture your-
self as being the chief administrative
officer of a government who is getting
attacked by thousands of rockets; what
do you propose they do? A giant net in
the sky? They tried building a wall and
a fence here, and they were criticized
for that.

From a policy perspective, and ‘‘re-
straint’’ is a nice and vague term, what
we should be doing is saying to the
Israelis, you need to protect your-
selves, and we should be leading the
charge at the United Nations to con-
sider this international acts of war.
They are a democracy. They are a free-
standing government. These are acts of
war. I think that the Israelis would be
well within their rights to respond
however they would like.

The final thing we have to do, and if
some of my southern colleagues were
here, they would come up with an in-
teresting colloquialism on how to say
this.

O 1830

But I hate to be a fly in the ointment
about this whole idea of propping up
Mahmoud Abbas. If Mahmoud Abbas
has any ability to stop these rockets
from launching from Gaza into Sderot,
let him start to do something about it
today. We Kkeep hearing about this
international conference and coming
up with agreements and giving him
money. I don’t understand what pos-
sible good it’s going to do when Fatah
has no authority and no control over
this part of the world.
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Ms. BERKLEY. As I said earlier,
Hamas is walking around the streets
indiscriminately shooting anybody
that had anything to do with Fatah.
They’re consolidating their power,
power to do what I haven’t got the
slightest idea.

But I wanted to tell my colleague,
who we had a pleasure of sharing this
experience that I think he will remem-
ber when we all got back on the bus,
there were a lot of people that were
misty-eyed. I think it was a shock to
most of us to see what these people are
going through on a daily basis.

And I looked around at our col-
leagues, and these are pretty sophisti-
cated politicians. They’ve been in of-
fice for quite a while in different capac-
ities, but I think everybody was taken
aback and shocked and very touched by
the families that we met and felt the
pain that they go through on a daily
basis. It was an important message for
us to see.

Mr. ALTMIRE. That’s right. We were
touched by the pain, but we were also
touched by the courage that they en-
dure daily these attacks, and they stay
and they don’t have to do that, but
they make the decision to be there.
And when you see the story and you
see the children firsthand, and again,
when they point across in the Gaza and
say I used to live in that house right
there, that used to be my house.

Ms. BERKLEY. And we could see the
house. I mean, they didn’t have to go
it’s over there behind the mountain,
no, no, there it was.

And I have to tell you something
else. One of the ministers that we met
with said this about the conferences,
and again, the Israelis are pushing any
type of peace and support that they
can get with the Palestinians. But they
said, they want us to meet, so we’ll
meet, but if they refuse to recognize
Israel’s right to exist, what are we
meeting about? Will they allow us to
exist? What compromise do you make
with people that don’t recognize your
right to exist? Do you compromise that
you could exist for 20 more years, 30
more years, 50 more years? There’s no
compromise to be made with people
that don’t recognize that you are a per-
son with a right to exist.

Mr. WEINER. Well, in conclusion,
our time is expired, but I want to
thank the gentlewoman from Nevada
and the gentleman from Pennsylvania
for joining us here today, and I just
would close with this.

There are big, complicated conflicts
that are going on in that part of that
world. They’re not going to be easy to
resolve. For years, we’ve been watching
with some level of success but a great
deal of failure, but just imagine the
circumstances if tomorrow, when you
dropped off your kids at school, a cou-
ple of times during the day they’d have
to look like this rather than studying
their school books. Imagine if an 8, 9,
10-year-old child had to be on tranquil-
izers in order to get through the day.

There are some things that just are
without any political nuance, without
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any varnish, and are
What’s going on
wrong.

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
great concern over the ongoing Qassam at-
tacks on the southern city of Sderot, Israel.
Sderot is a community that has been plagued
with frequent and intense firing on its inhab-
itants and infrastructure since Hamas’s take-
over of Gaza. These Palestinian militants are
attempting to destroy an entire population and
bring everyday life there to a halt.

Even today, two Qassam rockets landed in
the vicinity of Sderot. One of these rockets
was aimed at and landed near a kindergarten,
on the first week of the new school year.
Imagine the dilemma parents in this region
face—they don’t know if their children on any
given day are safer at school, or at home
given the continued rocket firings.

These homemade rockets cannot aim solely
at military targets because they do not have
any degree of precision. They are primitive,
short-range, home-made rockets that do not
have the technical capability to be guided, and
consequently, strike innocent civilians. They
have indiscriminately destroyed the economy
and physically and psychologically devastated
family life.

The current situation is unacceptable—the
terror organization Hamas is clearly violating
Israel's sovereignty and overriding Israel’s
right over its land and people.

A city of no more than 24,000, Sderot is
less than a mile from the border with Gaza,
where Israel withdrew its troops in the summer
of 2005. Since then, thousands of these rock-
ets pummeled this city and terrorized men,
women and children on a daily basis. Sderot
citizens are unable to go about their normal
lives and should not be expected to live under
this permanent threat.

Israel has shown considerable restraint and
patience in dealing with those terrorist firing,
despite the severity of the situation and the
casualties and injuries they have taken. How-
ever, Israel has the complete right to defend
itself against these intolerable attacks. No be-
lief, however misguided, can justify the victim-
ization of innocent people.

| would like to express my solidarity not only
with the citizens of Sderot, but with victims of
terrorism around the world. We need to do ev-
erything we can to bring an end to this unjust
situation and help create a lasting peace so
that the citizens of Sderot can go about their
lives.

just wrong.
in Sderot is just

————
GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WEINER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have b legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and insert extra-
neous material on the subject of my
Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Ms. MATSUI (at the request of Mr.
HOYER) for today until 12:30 p.m. on ac-
count of attending a funeral.
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Mr. VISCLOSKY (at the request of Mr.
HoOYER) for today and the balance of
the week on account of family illness.

Mr. CARTER (at the request of Mr.
BOEHNER) for today and the balance of
the week on account of illness in the
family.

Mr. YOUNG of Florida (at the request
of Mr. BOEHNER) for today on account
of medical reasons.

——————

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. MCDERMOTT) to revise and
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material:)

Mr. CUMMINGS, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mrs. McCARTHY of New York, for 5
minutes, today.

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. McDErRMOTT, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. ELLISON, for 56 minutes, today.

Mr. SPRATT, for 5 minutes, today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. TiM MURPHY of Pennsyl-
vania) to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial:)

Mr. POE, for 5 minutes, September 13.

Mr. TiM MURPHY of Pennsylvania, for
5 minutes, today.

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey,
minutes, today.

Ms. Foxx, for 5 minutes, today.

——————

BILLS PRESENTED TO THE
PRESIDENT

Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk of the
House reports that on August 1, 2007
she presented to the President of the
United States, for his approval, the fol-
lowing bills.

H.R. 1. To provide for the implementation
of the recommendations of the National
Commission on Terrorist Attacks Upon the
United States.

for 5
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Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk of the
House reports that on August 4, 2007
she presented to the President of the
United States, for his approval, the fol-
lowing bills.

H.R. 2272. To invest in innovation through
research and development, and to improve
the competitiveness of the United States.

Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk of the
House reports that on August 6, 2007
she presented to the President of the
United States, for his approval, the fol-
lowing bills.

H.R. 1260. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 6301
Highway 58 in Harrison, Tennessee, as the
‘‘Claude Ramsey Post Office’.

H.R. 1335. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 508
East Main Street in Seneca, South Carolina,
as the ““S/Sgt Lewis G. Watkins Post Office
Building”’.

H.R. 1384. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 118
Minner Avenue in Bakersfield, California, as
the ““Buck Owens Post Office’’.

H.R. 1425. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 4551
East 52nd Street in Odessa, Texas, as the
“‘Staff Sergeant Marvin ‘Rex’ Young Post Of-
fice Building”’.

H.R. 1434. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 896
Pittsburgh Street in Springdale, Pennsyl-
vania, as the ‘“Rachel Carson Post Office
Building”’.

H.R. 1617. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 561
Kingsland Avenue in University City, Mis-
souri, as the ‘“Harriett F. Woods Post Office
Building”.

H.R. 1722. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 601
Banyan Trail in Boca Raton, Florida, as the
“Leonard W. Herman Post Office’.

H.R. 2025. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 11033
South State Street in Chicago, Illinois, as
the ‘“Willye B. White Post Office Building’’.

H.R. 2077. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 20805
State Route 125 in Blue Creek, Ohio, as the
‘“‘George B. Lewis Post Office Building”’.

H.R. 2078. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 14536
State Route 136 in Cherry Fork, Ohio, as the
‘““‘Staff Sergeant Omer ‘O.T.” Hawkins Post
Office”.

H.R. 2127. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 408
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West 6th Street in Chelsea, Oklahoma, as the
“Clem Rogers McSpadden Post Office Build-
ing”’.

H.R. 2309. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 3916
Milgen Road in Columbus, Georgia, as the
“Frank G. Lumpkin, Jr. Post Office Build-
ing”.

H.R. 2563. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 309
East Linn Street in Marshalltown, Iowa, as
the ‘“Major Scott Nisely Post Office”’.

H.R. 2570. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 301
Boardwalk Drive in Fort Collins, Colorado,
as the “Dr. Karl E. Carson Post Office Build-
ing”.

H.R. 2688. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located 103
South Getty Street in Uvalde, Texas, as the
“Dolph Briscoe, Jr. Post Office Building”’.

H.R. 2863. To authorize the Coquille Indian
Tribe of the State of Oregon to convey land
and interests in land owned by the Tribe.

H.R. 2952. To authorize the Saginaw Chip-
pewa Tribe of Indians of the State of Michi-
gan to convey land and interests in land
owned by the Tribe.

H.R. 3006. To improve the use of a grant of
a parcel of land to the State of Idaho for use
as an agricultural college, and for other pur-
poses.

H.R. 3206. To provide for an additional tem-
porary extension of programs under the
Small Business Act and the Small Business
Investment Act of 1958 through December 15,
2007, and for other purposes.

H.R. 3311. To authorize additional funds for
emergency repairs and reconstruction of the
Interstate 1-35 bridge located in Minneapolis,
Minnesota, that collapsed on August 1, 2007,
to waive the $100,000,000 limitation on emer-
gency relief funds for those emergency re-
pairs and reconstruction, and for other pur-
poses.

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. WEINER. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 6 o’clock and 34 minutes
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Friday, September 7, 2007, at 9
a.m.

EXPENDITURE REPORTS CONCERNING OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL

Reports concerning the foreign currencies and U.S. dollars utilized for speaker-authorized official travel during the
first and second quarters of 2007, pursuant to Public Law 95-384 are as follows:

(AMENDED) REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, DELEGATION TO NATO PARLIAMENTARIAN ASSEMBLY WINTER MEETING IN BRUSSELS, BELGIUM, FOLLOWED
BY ORGANIZATION FOR ECONOMIC COOPERATION AND DEVELOPMENT (OECD) MEETING IN PARIS, FRANCE AND BILATERAL MEETINGS IN ROME, ITALY AND RAMSTEIN AIR FORCE
BASE, GERMANY HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED FEB. 17 AND FEB. 25, 2007

Date Per diem ! Transportation Other purposes Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee Arrival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
P currency or U.S. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.

currency 2 currency 2 currency 2 currency 2
Hon. JONN TanMer .........coooovvevevonrceenreressirenneione 217 2/20  Belgium 1,671.06 () 4,129.05
2/20 2/22  France 1,069.03 () 4,129.05
222 2124 ltaly 1,172.96 () 4,129.05
2/24 2/25  Germany 216.00 (3) 4,129.05
Hon. Melissa Bean ...........ccccccomvvereeerreervesrriesios 2017 2/20  Belgium 1,671.06 (3) 4,129.05
2/20 2/22  France 1,069.03 () 4,129.05
2/22 2/24  ltaly 1,172.96 () 4,129.05
2/24 2/25  Germany 216.0 () 4,129.05
Hon. John B00ZMAN ......oovveveeeeeereeeeeeeas 217 2/20  Belgium 1,671.06 (3) 4,129.05
2/20 2/22  France 1,069.03 () 4,129.05
2/22 2/24  ltaly 1,172.96 () 4,129.05
2/24 2/25  Germany 216.00 (3) 4,129.05
Hon. Ben Chandler ..........ccoooooomereeemeeeeeeerereeeceerees 2117 2/20  Belgium . ) 4,129.05
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