September 10, 2007

the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
DAvVIS) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 257, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 1 o’clock and 11 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
subject to the call of the Chair.

——
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. CARDOZA) at 5 o’clock and
25 minutes p.m.

———

RECOGNIZING SEPTEMBER 11 AS A
DAY OF REMEMBRANCE

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 643) recognizing Sep-
tember 11 as a day of remembrance, ex-
tending sympathies to those who lost
their lives on September 11, 2001, and
their families, honoring the heroic ac-
tions of our Nation’s first responders
and Armed Forces, and reaffirming the
commitment to defending the people of
the United States against any and all
future challenges.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 643

Whereas on the morning of September 11,
2001, terrorists hijacked four civilian air-
craft, crashing two of them into the towers
of the World Trade Center in New York City
and a third into the Pentagon outside Wash-
ington, D.C.;

Whereas the heroic actions of the pas-
sengers and crew aboard United Flight 93,
which ultimately led to the aircraft crashing
into a rural field in Shanksville, Pennsyl-
vania, prevented the plane from being used
as a weapon against America;

Whereas mnearly 3,000 innocent men,
women, and children were murdered in these
attacks;

Whereas their tragic loss will never be for-
gotten by the people of the United States of
America;

Whereas by targeting symbols of American
strength and prosperity, the attacks were in-
tended to assail the principles, values, and
freedoms of the American people, to intimi-
date the Nation and its allies, and to weaken
the national resolve;
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Whereas the United States remains stead-
fast in its determination to defeat, disrupt,
and dismantle terrorist organizations and
seeks to harness all elements of national
power, including its military, economic, and
diplomatic might, to do so;

Whereas Congress passed, and the Presi-
dent signed, numerous laws to assist victims,
combat terrorism, protect the Homeland,
and support the members of the Armed
Forces who defend American interests at
home and abroad;

Whereas terrorist attacks that have oc-
curred since September 11, 2001, in Egypt,
India, Indonesia, Jordan, Spain, Turkey, the
United Kingdom, and elsewhere, remind all
people of the brutal intentions of the terror-
ists and the ever-present threat they pose to
the principles of freedom, justice, and the
rule of law;

Whereas the United States has worked co-
operatively with the nations of the free
world to confront, disrupt, and punish terror-
ists at home and abroad, and remains com-
mitted to building strong and effective
counterterrorism alliances;

Whereas immediately following September
11, the United States Armed Forces moved
swiftly against al-Qaeda and the Taliban re-
gime, which the President and Congress had
identified as enemies of America;

Whereas in doing so, brave servicemen and
women left family and friends in order to de-
fend the Nation; and

Whereas six years later, many servicemen
and women remain abroad, defending the Na-
tion from further terrorist attacks; Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) recognizes September 11 as both a day
to remember those taken from their fami-
lies, loved ones, and fellow citizens and a day
for Americans to recommit to the Nation
and to each other;

(2) extends its deepest sympathies to the
countless innocent victims of the September
11, 2001, terrorist attacks, their families,
friends, and loved ones;

(3) honors the heroic service, actions and
sacrifices of first responders, law enforce-
ment personnel, State and local officials,
volunteers, and others who aided the inno-
cent victims and, in so doing, bravely risked
their own lives and health;

(4) expresses thanks and gratitude to the
foreign leaders and citizens of all nations
who have assisted and continue to stand in
solidarity with the United States against
terrorism in the aftermath of the September
11, 2001, terrorist attacks;

(5) rejects, in the strongest possible terms,
any effort to confuse the war on terrorism
with a war on any people or any faith;

(6) honors the heroic service, actions and
the sacrifices of United States personnel, in-
cluding members of the United States Armed
Forces, United States intelligence agencies,
and the United States diplomatic service,
and their families who have sacrificed much,
including their lives and health, in defense of
their country against terrorists and their
supporters;

(7) remains resolved in its commitment to
defeating terrorists and their supporters who
threaten the United States and to providing
the United States Armed Forces, United
States intelligence agencies, and the United
States diplomatic service with the resources
and support to do so effectively and safely;
and

(8) reaffirms that House of Representatives
honors the memory of those who lost their
lives as a result of the September 11, 2001,
terrorist attacks and reaffirms its commit-
ment to defend the people of the United
States in the face of any and all future chal-
lenges.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. HOYER) and the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. DAVIS) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Maryland.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I request 5
legislative days during which Members
may revise and extend their remarks
and include extraneous material on
House Resolution 643.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland?

There was no objection.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self 1 minute.

Mr. Speaker, the Members who rise
tonight to speak on this important leg-
islation do so not as Democrats or as
Republicans, but as one, as Americans
united in the defense of the great Na-
tion and the ideals for which it stands:
Freedom, democracy, equality and the
rule of law.

Six years ago, as all of us know, on
September 11, 2001, it is a day, Mr.
Speaker, that none of us will ever for-
get as long as we live. September 11 is
seared into the American conscious-
ness, much like December 7, 1941, and
November 22, 1963, as a day of infamy,
a day of unspeakable horror, a day of
unmitigated evil, and yes, a day of in-
credible heroism.

On this eve of the sixth anniversary
of September 11, this resolution, joint-
ly introduced by myself as the major-
ity leader and by Mr. BOEHNER as the
Republican leader, recognizes this as a
day of remembrance and resolve.

We remember the nearly 3,000 inno-
cent men, women and children who lost
their lives on September 11. And we ex-
tend, once again, our sympathies to
their families, friends, and loved ones.

We honor the courage and heroic ac-
tions, service and sacrifice of our first
responders; firemen, policemen, med-
ical personnel, as well as our valiant
servicemen and women who now are in
harm’s way thousands of miles from
this Chamber.

Mr. Speaker, you will recall with me
that 343 members of the New York Fire
Department lost their lives on that
day, in addition to the thousands of
people who lost their lives in the two
towers. Twenty-three New York police-
men lost their lives, and 37 officers of
the Port Authority of New York lost
their lives on that day.

We must remember, however, that
what they did, along with their col-
leagues in the fire department, the po-
lice department and the Port Author-
ity Police, was saved tens of thousands
of people who got out of the buildings
before they collapsed. We lost people,
of course, in the Pentagon as well, peo-
ple from my district and districts
throughout this country.

Today, we reaffirm our commitment
to defending the American people
against any and all future challenges. 1
mentioned the Pentagon. I mentioned
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