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Amundson, Jr. He was Kkilled in Af-
ghanistan. He was from Woodlands,
Texas. He was a corporal in the United
States Army.

The blue star banners are very simi-
lar to this except in the middle there is
a blue star rather than a gold star. And
when that son or daughter is killed in
combat, the gold star is superimposed
over the blue one. These banners have
been carried throughout all of Amer-
ica’s wars since World War I and ap-
plies to sons and daughters Kkilled in
war.

So yesterday these mothers of the
fallen were there. And standing guard
around them were the Patriot Guard
motorcycle members, rugged Vietnam
veterans who escort the fallen to this
cemetery for burial. There was a 21-gun
salute. Then after all of the speeches,
these women were given yellow roses
from Texas and the buglers played
Taps for the fallen.

Madam Speaker, as a father of four, I
can think of nothing worse than to lose
one of my own kids. No parent wants
their son or daughter killed in un-
known foreign lands. No parent wants
their child to predecease them, and no
parent wants their child to die in their
youth. But it happens, and the grief
can only be understood by other such
parents.

As Congressman GREEN said yester-
day, ‘“Even the greatest heart surgeon
in the world, Dr. Michael DeBakey,
cannot repair such a broken heart of a
mother like this.”

Mothers are special, especially the
mothers of those who wear the Amer-
ican uniform. Those who keep statis-
tics on the last words of soldiers say
more often than not that the dying
words of many soldiers in combat is,
‘“Mother, mother.”

It seems to me the strongest bond in
all of creation is the bond between a
mother and her child. The good Lord
made it that way on purpose, and when
that bond is broken by the loss of a
child, that wound just never heals.

Madam Speaker, one out of every
nine people in the military is from the
State of Texas, and about 400 Texans,
10 percent of the total killed of 4,000,
have been killed in Iraq and Afghani-
stan. Yet sons and daughters through-
out America continue to join our mili-
tary knowing that they will no doubt
go into the desert of the sun and the
valley of the gun, and they leave be-
hind their parents, their mothers.

So as we show honor and respect to
America’s children who serve, let us
show American compassion and ulti-
mate gratitude for the mothers of
those troops who display the Gold Star
sacrifice from their windows. And the
next time we pass a house with one of
these gold stars, one of these 4,000
throughout the United States, and they
are being displayed in the window,
maybe we should stop and say a prayer
and say ‘‘thank you’ because of that
special mother who gave that child for
the rest of us.

And that’s just the way it is.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. JONES of North Carolina ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. HALL) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. HALL of New York addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

——————

COMMUNISM DOESN'T WORK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Madam
Speaker, I want to comment right now
on a little article that was in the
paper. Probably most Americans didn’t
see it today. But I followed what went
on in Zimbabwe a long time ago when
the communist leader, Mr. Mugabe,
took over. He said they were going to
make that country greater because of
the movement towards communism.

Well, here is what happened since he
took office: The government says that
it is going to have to import 100 tons of
extra wheat but that is still going to be
really short of the 375,000 tons that
they need to feed their people. And the
United Nations World Food Programme
estimates that at least 3 million people
will need emergency food aid in
Zimbabwe before the April corn har-
vest.

Communism simply doesn’t work. It
hasn’t worked in the past. It didn’t
work in the Soviet Union, and it hasn’t
worked in Zimbabwe or other places.
And we ought to be very thankful that
we live in a democratic republic in this
country. And we ought to do every-
thing we can to help those living under
the yoke of communism and do every-
thing to can to make them free.

I think it is extremely important be-
cause when you go to those countries,
as I have, and you see what those peo-
ple have to live like and you see the
starvation, little children with big bel-
lies because they don’t have the food
they need, you realize that the com-
munist menace is very, very costly
anyplace it occurs in the whole world.

———
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PERU FREE TRADE AGREEMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
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tleman from Illinois (Mr. HARE) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. HARE. Madam Speaker, I rise
this evening in strong opposition to the
pending Peru Free Trade Agreement.
NAFTA promised Americans 200,000
new NAFTA jobs, higher wages and an
increasing U.S. trade surplus with Mex-
ico, just to name a few. Now, nearly 15
years later, the evidence shows that
NAFTA has failed to make good on its
promises.

In fact, in many areas in which bene-
fits were promised, conditions are
worse than before NAFTA went into ef-
fect. For example, in direct contradic-
tion to the promises of NAFTA, nearly
1 million jobs were destroyed directly
by the NAFTA free trade deal.

My district, in particular, has suf-
fered the loss of 1,600 jobs; and NAFTA
forced Maytag to leave Galesburg, Illi-
nois, for Sonora, Mexico. And just last
week, it was announced that Carrhart
Manufacturing, a clothing company,
will cease production and move to Mex-
ico at the end of December.

Every aspect of the city of Galesburg
is hurting. The economy, the schools,
the small businesses that feed into
these plants, and the citizens have lost
their spirit. Now Galesburg is trying to
rebuild its identity, but I fear that the
Peru FTA promises more of the same.

The proposed Peru FTA would rep-
licate, and in some instances expand,
on many of the most devastating provi-
sions of the flawed NAFTA-CAFTA
model. First, the Peru FTA preserves
many of the CAFTA terms providing
extreme foreign investor rights. The
provisions in the Peru FTA allow for-
eign investors to skirt U.S. courts and
laws and give foreign investors the au-
thority to sue the United States Gov-
ernment in foreign tribunals for vio-
lating their FTA-granted rights.

Second, the Peru Free Trade Agree-
ment includes the NAFTA-CAFTA pro-
curement chapters on Buy America and
anti-offshoring policies. The FTA re-
quires foreign firms be treated the
same as American firms seeking gov-
ernment contracts, challenging our
right to invest tax dollars into Amer-
ican jobs and businesses.

Several groups have publicly opposed
the Peru FTA for those very reasons,
including the two largest trade unions
in Peru.

The September 17 Change to Win Co-
alition letter states: ‘‘Chapters of the
Bush-negotiated FTA that literally
replicate job-killing aspects of the core
NAFTA-CAFTA model have not been
addressed. Not one word was changed
from the Bush-negotiated text.”

In addition, the Interfaith Working
Group on Trade and Investment re-
leased a statement saying: ‘‘Based on
our experience with NAFTA and
CAFTA, the U.S.-Peru FTA will cause
lost livelihoods in rural communities,
reduce access to life-saving medication
and perpetuate the global ‘race to the
bottom’ for workers and environmental
protection.”

But to make matters worse, no one
seems to have faith in this President to
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