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The Higher Education Act was due to 

be reauthorized during the 108th Con-
gress. It was not completed. The 109th 
Congress also failed to reauthorize this 
act. Given the length of time that has 
elapsed between when the Higher Edu-
cation Act should have been reauthor-
ized and today, we believed that it was 
critical that the 110th Congress and the 
stakeholders in the higher education 
community take a fresh look at the 
law and the recommendations to im-
prove it. 

We have held a series of congres-
sional hearings covering the core issues 
of access, affordability, college prepa-
ration, teacher preparation, and insti-
tutional capacity. We put out a call for 
recommendations and received over 85 
responses from individuals and organi-
zations from across the Nation. I am 
looking forward to working with all 
my colleagues to produce a strong re-
authorization that will earn broad sup-
port. 

Mr. Speaker, I would also like to 
thank Congressman MCKEON, the rank-
ing member of the full committee. I 
would like to thank Congressman RIC 
KELLER, the ranking member of the 
Subcommittee on Higher Education, 
Lifelong Learning and Competitive-
ness. Also, I wish to thank Chairman 
GEORGE MILLER for working together 
with all of us to expedite this exten-
sion. I urge all my colleagues to sup-
port this legislation, H.R. 3927. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. KELLER of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
3927, a measure to extend programs 
under the Higher Education Act, which 
are set to expire at the end of this 
month, for an additional 6 months. 
This is a clean extension. This will 
simply change the date required to re-
authorize this law from October 31, 
2007, until April 30, 2008. I thank my 
committee colleagues, Chairman MIL-
LER, Chairman HINOJOSA, and Ranking 
Member MCKEON, for their work on 
this bill, as well as their consistent ef-
forts on behalf of our Nation’s college 
students and their families. 

Mr. Speaker, while I support the ex-
tension of the Higher Education Act, I 
also believe that we need to get on 
with it at this point and reauthorize 
this important law. The last time this 
law was authorized was when President 
Bill Clinton was in office back in 1998, 
and it expired in 2004. 

We need to work in a bipartisan way 
to finally reauthorize the Higher Edu-
cation Act. Republicans on the House 
Education Committee recently took a 
positive step in this direction by intro-
ducing H.R. 3746, The College Access 
and Opportunity Act of 2007. This bill 
is an updated version of H.R. 609, the 
Higher Education reauthorization bill 
that passed the House last Congress 
but was not taken up by the Senate. 
H.R. 3746 would strengthen the Pell 
Grant program by providing for year- 

round Pell Grants, and it would address 
college affordability by providing 
transparency in college costs, among 
other things. 

I hope that we will move forward 
with the Higher Education Act reau-
thorization in a bipartisan and 
thoughtful manner. I look forward to 
working with Ranking Member 
MCKEON and Chairmen MILLER and 
HINOJOSA and all of my colleagues on 
the Education and Labor Committee in 
completing our work in the coming 
months. In the meantime, however, I 
urge my colleagues to join with me in 
supporting this extension. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, as my 
colleague RIC KELLER pointed out, the 
last reauthorization took place back in 
1998. If we are able to get it done this 
year, it will have been almost 10 since 
that reauthorization. For me, having 
served 11 years in Congress, I have had 
quite a learning curve. I have learned 
the importance by listening to presi-
dents and chancellors of many of the 
institutions of higher learning and re-
alize the importance of us getting this 
job done this session. 

Mr. Speaker, it is extremely impor-
tant because we are trying to raise the 
number of students who will be college 
ready. We must have programs that are 
going to fill the need that we have in 
our country for teachers, for scientists, 
for mathematicians, for all of the dif-
ferent fields that are necessary for our 
country to enjoy its prosperity. 

I am working hard with my colleague 
RIC KELLER so that the Higher Edu-
cation Act is completed on a timely 
basis, and one that is going to serve us 
for the next 6 years. 

With that, I reserve the balance of 
my time and would like to ask the gen-
tleman from Florida if he has some 
other speakers. 

Mr. KELLER of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I have no other speakers and I am 
prepared to close at this time. 

Mr. Speaker, I just want to urge all 
of my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ on H.R. 
3927. We believe that a college edu-
cation opportunity is the passport out 
of poverty for so many worthy young 
people. I urge my colleagues to support 
this extension and then later to work 
together in a bipartisan manner to re-
authorize the Higher Education Act. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
HINOJOSA) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3927. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings 
will resume on motions to suspend the 
rules previously postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: 

Concurring in the Senate amendment 
to H.R. 327, by the yeas and nays; 

H.R. 1808, by the yeas and nays; 
H. Res. 680, by the yeas and nays. 
The vote on H.R. 1955 will be taken 

later today. 
The first electronic vote will be con-

ducted as a 15-minute vote. Remaining 
electronic votes will be conducted as 5- 
minute votes. 

f 

JOSHUA OMVIG VETERANS 
SUICIDE PREVENTION ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and concur in 
the Senate amendment to the bill, H.R. 
327, on which the yeas and nays were 
ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
FILNER) that the House suspend the 
rules and concur in the Senate amend-
ment to the bill, H.R. 327. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 417, nays 0, 
not voting 15, as follows: 

[Roll No. 987] 

YEAS—417 

Abercrombie 
Ackerman 
Aderholt 
Akin 
Alexander 
Allen 
Altmire 
Andrews 
Arcuri 
Baca 
Bachmann 
Bachus 
Baird 
Baker 
Baldwin 
Barrett (SC) 
Barrow 
Bartlett (MD) 
Barton (TX) 
Bean 
Becerra 
Berkley 
Berman 
Berry 
Biggert 
Bilbray 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Blackburn 
Blumenauer 
Blunt 
Boehner 
Bonner 
Bono 
Boozman 
Boren 
Boswell 
Boucher 
Boustany 
Boyd (FL) 
Boyda (KS) 
Brady (PA) 
Brady (TX) 
Braley (IA) 
Broun (GA) 

Brown (SC) 
Brown, Corrine 
Brown-Waite, 

Ginny 
Buchanan 
Burgess 
Burton (IN) 
Butterfield 
Buyer 
Calvert 
Camp (MI) 
Campbell (CA) 
Cannon 
Cantor 
Capito 
Capps 
Capuano 
Cardoza 
Carnahan 
Carney 
Carter 
Castle 
Castor 
Chabot 
Chandler 
Clarke 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Coble 
Cohen 
Cole (OK) 
Conaway 
Conyers 
Cooper 
Costa 
Costello 
Courtney 
Cramer 
Crenshaw 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Culberson 
Cummings 
Davis (AL) 
Davis (CA) 

Davis (IL) 
Davis (KY) 
Davis, David 
Davis, Lincoln 
Davis, Tom 
Deal (GA) 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delahunt 
DeLauro 
Dent 
Diaz-Balart, L. 
Diaz-Balart, M. 
Dicks 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Donnelly 
Doolittle 
Doyle 
Drake 
Dreier 
Duncan 
Edwards 
Ehlers 
Ellison 
Ellsworth 
Emanuel 
Emerson 
Engel 
English (PA) 
Eshoo 
Etheridge 
Everett 
Fallin 
Farr 
Fattah 
Ferguson 
Filner 
Flake 
Forbes 
Fortenberry 
Fossella 
Foxx 
Frank (MA) 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
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