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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE
The SPEAKER pro tempore (during

the vote). Members are advised less

than 2 minutes remain on this vote.
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So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
resolution was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Post-
poned votes on remaining motions to
suspend the rules will be taken later in
the week.

————

APPOINTMENT OF CONFEREES ON
H.R. 2082, INTELLIGENCE ATU-
THORIZATION ACT FOR FISCAL
YEAR 2008

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the Chair appoints the fol-
lowing conferees:

From the Permanent Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence, for consider-
ation of the House bill and the Senate
amendment, and modifications com-
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mitted to conference: Messrs. REYES,
HASTINGS of Florida, BOSWELL,
CRAMER, Ms. ESHOO, Messrs. HOLT,
RUPPERSBERGER, TIERNEY, THOMPSON of
California, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Messrs.
LANGEVIN, PATRICK J. MURPHY of Penn-
sylvania, HOEKSTRA, EVERETT,
GALLEGLY, Mrs. WILSON of New Mexico,
Messrs. THORNBERRY, MCHUGH, TIAHRT,
ROGERS of Michigan, and ISSA.

From the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices, for consideration of defense tac-
tical intelligence and related activi-
ties: Messrs. SKELTON, SPRATT, and
HUNTER.

There was no objection.

——
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SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
JONES of Ohio). Under the Speaker’s
announced policy of January 18, 2007,
and under a previous order of the
House, the following Members will be
recognized for 5 minutes each.

———
WORLD AIDS DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. CUMMINGS)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. CUMMINGS. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to express my strong support
for the goals and ideals of World AIDS
Day, which took place on Saturday,
December 1. I also want to thank my
distinguished colleague, Congress-
woman BARBARA LEE of California, for
her leadership in organizing this mes-
sage hour and for introducing a resolu-
tion commemorating the occasion,
which I have cosponsored.

Nineteen years after the first World
Aids Day and more than 25 years since
the AIDS epidemic began, the need to
spread the message about this dev-
astating disease is as critical as ever.

Worldwide, the United National Pro-
gramme on HIV/AIDS estimates that
33.2 million people are living with the
disease, 2.5 million of whom are newly
infected.

In the United States, the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention esti-
mates that more than 1 million indi-
viduals are living with HIV/AIDS.
Tragically, communities of color and
African Americans in particular are
disproportionately impacted. African
Americans are currently more likely to
suffer from this disease, and the race
gap is growing as we speak.

Despite the fact that African Ameri-
cans constitute approximately 13 per-
cent of the total United States popu-
lation, they account for over 44 percent
of all persons living with AIDS and 49
percent of all new HIV/AIDS diagnoses.

This trend is illustrated when the
numbers are examined by subgroup as
well. The CDC found in 2005 that
women represented 26 percent of all
new HIV/AIDS infections, with African
American women 25 times more likely
to be infected than white women and
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accounting for 64 percent of all women
living with HIV/AIDS.

A 2005 CDC study of 1,700 gay men in
five cities found that African American
men were infected at nearly twice the
rate of whites, 46 percent compared to
25 percent. In my hometown of Balti-
more, only an hour’s drive away, 8 per-
cent of the men interviewed had be-
come infected in the previous year, the
highest rate in any city surveyed.

These trends persist despite there
being little difference between the sex-
ual practices of white and African
American gay men. Racial disparities
in HIV and AIDS can be attributed at
least in part to the same factors that
contribute to racial disparities in over-
all public health: poor access to life-
saving care.

Researchers find that African Ameri-
cans are more likely to be infected
with other sexually transmitted dis-
eases, which makes them more likely
to catch or transmit HIV. Further, Af-
rican Americans are less likely to be
taking antiretroviral medications
which can lower the concentration of
the virus in the bloodstream, thereby
decreasing the risk of transmission.

Madam Speaker, we cannot afford to
ignore these troubling trends any
longer. Nearly a quarter of a century
after HIV emerged, it continues to
wreak havoc upon communities across
the world. We must remain vigilant in
our efforts to stamp out this global
pandemic for the benefit of generations
yet unborn.

————
BAN HUMAN CLONING

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. WELDON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. WELDON of Florida. Madam
Speaker, earlier today in this body we
observed a minute of silence to honor
the great life of Henry Hyde, our dis-
tinguished former colleague from Illi-
nois. Henry Hyde clearly established
himself in America as one of the great
defenders of the sanctity of human life.
He was eloquent on a host of issues in
his outstanding rhetorical skills, but
perhaps none was he more able and ca-
pable than in defending the dignity and
sanctity of human life. And this body
has been engaged in a tremendous de-
bate involving the sanctity of human
life as to whether or not for years now
the Federal Government should fund
the experimental research called
human embryonic stem cell research,
which involves creating human em-
bryos for the purpose of killing them.

President Bush, in what I believe to
be one of the finest moments of his
Presidency, decided to let the research
go forward at the NIH, but denied fund-
ing to any more research which in-
volved killing human embryos which
had been occurring prior to the begin-
ning of his term. This body has been
engaged in a tremendous debate for
years now as to whether or not the
Bush policy should be overturned.
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And the defenders of overturning the
Bush policy have contended for years
and years and years now, number one,
that there was great potential from
human embryonic stem cell research,
which is something I and others have
questioned for years. Adult stem cell
research and cord blood stem cell re-
search have been showing great poten-
tial and clinical utility cures. Embry-
onic stem cells form tumors. They have
never been shown to be safe or useable.

But nonetheless, many people felt,
myself included, that the science would
outstrip this debate; and recently, I
was very pleased to see the publication
in two publications, Cell and Science,
from two different research labs, one
here in the United States involving Dr.
Jamie Thompson, the researcher who
originally was credited with discov-
ering human embryonic stem cells. I
would disagree, he didn’t really dis-
cover them; we always knew they were
there. He was just the first one to iso-
late them. The other is a research lab
in Japan, I believe, and they have
shown that you can create human em-
bryonic stem cells from skin cells.

Why is this so important? Why is this
so significant? Well, for years in this
body, in this Congress, we have been
trying to pass a bill to ban human
cloning. Everybody agrees human
cloning is bad, but there have been peo-
ple in this body and in the other body
contending that we only want to ban
attempts to create a baby; we
shouldn’t ban the creation of human
clones in the lab because embryonic
stem cells can never be used in ther-
apy. I could never be treated for a dis-
ease from some other embryo because
my tissues would reject it; but through
embryonic cloning, we could do some-
thing called therapeutic cloning.

Now, I have contended that was a
science fix in that it had never been
done in a research setting involving
animals; and, furthermore, that it was
not mnecessary. Now, this research
shows you could scrape my skin and
create embryonic stem cells from that
skin scraping that would be genetically
identical to me and could be used in
therapies.

So why is this important? Number
one, I think President Bush has been
vindicated. We shouldn’t be funding
this research. It is ethically question-
able research, and it is unnecessary.

Number two, it is now time for the
Congress of the United States to put on
the desk of President Bush a bill to ban
all forms of human cloning because it
is just not necessary.

I started out talking about Henry
Hyde and the sanctity of human life.
Even if you don’t believe in the sanc-
tity of human life, one thing is abso-
lutely certain: to create embryonic
stem cells in the old way you needed
human eggs. Where were we ever going
to get all of these human eggs from?
You have to get them from women, a
very ethically and morally question-
able thing for us to be doing, to ask
women to donate through a painful,
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difficult surgical procedure, to donate
their eggs for a form of research that
has never been validated in the lab, in
animal models as being viable in clin-
ical therapeutics.

So you don’t have to invoke the sanc-
tity of human life, but I must say I per-
sonally believe in the sanctity of
human life. I believe Henry Hyde was
right when he spoke over and over
again on the importance of this. And it
is now time for the Congress of the
United States to act, put a bill on the
President’s desk to ban human cloning.
The science is finally with us now.

———————

MISGUIDED PRIORITIES BY
ADMINISTRATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, the
American people are well aware of the
White House’s long record of misguided
priorities, fear-mongering and incom-
petence. But over the last few days and
weeks, the administration has sunk to
absolutely new lows.

First we learned that the administra-
tion is planning to slash the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security’s request
for counterterrorism funding. The De-
partment has asked for $3.2 billion to
help States and to help cities protect
their ports and transit systems and to
give police, firefighters, and other first
responders the tools they need to save
lives.

But the administration is planning to
cut the request by more than half. My
State of California could lose more
than $200 million under the administra-
tion’s plan. These drastic and life-
threatening cuts are outrageous. Just
consider the administration’s logic. It
has spent or requested over $600 billion
for the occupation of Iraq which hasn’t
made us any safer, yet now it wants to
cut $1.8 billion out of programs that ac-
tually do make us safer.

The administration’s priorities are
not only twisted; they threaten the life
of every single American person. But
the administration’s misdeeds don’t
end there.

A few days after we learned about the
homeland security cuts, the adminis-
tration launched a fear campaign to
scare American people into believing
that there will be massive cuts in De-
partment of Defense personnel and op-
erations and that Congress will be to
blame. But the truth is Congress has
already approved nearly half a trillion
dollars for the Pentagon, enough to
continue its operations.

And the majority of Congress tried to
appropriate another $50 billion for our
troops in Iraq, but the administration
and its allies in Congress rejected the
money because it was linked to the re-
sponsible redeployment of our troops
which the American people are de-
manding.

But the final evidence of the admin-
istration’s blundering came yesterday
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when the National Intelligence Esti-
mate reported that Iran stopped work
on its alleged nuclear weapons program
way back in 2003. It now appears that
the administration knew about this
months and months ago, but continued
to tell the world that the danger of Ira-
nian nuclear weapons was real and get-
ting worse.

The President went so far as to warn
about World War III, and even yester-
day the administration continued to
raise the threat of World War III. A
key section of the NIE said that Iran
stopped its nuclear weapons program
not because of any saber rattling, but
“in response to increasing inter-
national scrutiny and pressure.’”” And it
said that ‘“‘Iran may be more vulner-
able to influence on the issue than we
judged previously.”

This tells us a lot about what works
and what doesn’t work when it comes
to solving threats to peace. Diplomacy
works. International cooperation
works. Saber rattling does not work.
Threatening World War III doesn’t
work, and carrots work better than
sticks.

Our leaders in the White House have
never learned these lessons, and the re-
sult has been devastating to our ability
to be safe in the world. We cannot lead
other nations in the fight against ter-
rorism if they see us as warmongers, if
they don’t see us as peacemakers. We
cannot solve the problems that cause
terrorism, such as poverty and social
injustice, when we have squandered our
own claim to moral leadership.

Madam Speaker, it is time for a
brand-new course in American foreign
policy, and the first step must be the
responsible redeployment of our troops
out of Iraq. This will set the table for
the regional and international diplo-
macy needed, needed for reconciliation
and reconstruction in Iraq. And it will
send a clear signal to the world that
America is ready to be America again,
and that means an America that has
compassion for the people of the world
and an America that stands on the side
of peace once again.

————
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HONORING FORMER
CONGRESSMAN HENRY HYDE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Madam
Speaker, one of the great things that
has happened in my political life and
serving in Congress is to have known
Henry Hyde. Henry Hyde I think was
one of the greatest Congressmen to
ever serve in this Chamber. He was a
man of integrity. He was honest. When
he gave you his word, it was his bond.
He was loved by everybody. Even dur-
ing the controversial impeachment
trial of Bill Clinton, he did it with
honor, and he did it in a way that ev-
erybody respected him even though it
was very, very controversial.
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