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Some of them included addressing the 
abstinence until marriage earmark and 
the onerous prostitution pledge; reduc-
ing the vulnerability of women and 
girls to HIV and AIDS by empowering 
them through my legislation, such as 
the PATHWAY Act; sharpening our 
focus on orphans and vulnerable chil-
dren, which of course Chairman Hyde 
was committed to; better integrating 
nutrition and wrap-around programs. 
We also have to expand support for 
health systems and strengthen delivery 
of basic health care services. And, of 
course, I believe that we must provide 
$50 billion, not $30 billion as the Presi-
dent has asked for, but $50 billion over 
the next 5 years for this initiative. 

And AIDS is also disproportionately 
affecting those who live in the Carib-
bean and also in black America. All 
across demographic ranges, African 
Americans are the most likely to get 
infected with HIV and to die from 
AIDS. The unfortunate reality is that 
to be black in America is to be at 
greater risk of HIV and AIDS. And the 
numbers are staggering, but I want to 
mention a few specifically. 

According to the CDC, in 2005, Afri-
can American women accounted for 66 
percent of all new HIV and AIDS cases 
among women. Compared to white 
women, African-American women were 
25 more times likely to be infected. 
Today, AIDS is the number one cause 
of death among African-American 
women between the ages of 25 and 34. 
We can no longer wait for this adminis-
tration to take action. We have to take 
action immediately to address this 
pandemic. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. JONES of North Carolina ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 
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THE 75TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
END OF PROHIBITION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. ROHR-
ABACHER) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Madam Speak-
er, December 5, 1933, December 5, 2007. 
So, tomorrow we mark the 75th anni-
versary of something, and most people 
will just pass it by and not be aware 
that tomorrow marks the end of Amer-
ica’s great and noble experiment. It is 
the 75th anniversary of the end of the 
national prohibition of alcoholic bev-
erages. 

With the repeal of prohibition in 1933, 
that was 75 years ago tomorrow, the 
United States ended a social planning 
policy that created organized crime in 
America, crowded our jails with non-
violent prisoners, corrupted our police, 
increased urban violence, and de-
stroyed the lives of thousands of vic-

tims of unadulterated and poisoned 
substances, substances which if they 
were permitted would have been sub-
ject to normal market protections of 
fraud and quality standards. However, 
during prohibition, these substances 
which were consumed by the American 
people often poisoned them and caused 
them to lose their lives. 

Philosopher Santayana told us that 
those who cannot learn from history 
are doomed to repeat it. Have we in 
Washington learned the lesson of prohi-
bition that ended 75 years ago? 

Why did America reject the prohibi-
tion of alcoholic beverages? Well, when 
government attempts to control the 
peaceful behavior of its citizens, it 
often sets in motion forces that are 
more dangerous than the social evil 
that they are trying to control. To-
day’s war on drugs is perhaps an exam-
ple. 

The war on drugs has resulted in a 
multimillion dollar network of violent 
organized crime. The war on drugs has 
created the deaths by drive-by shoot-
ings and turf wars among gangs in our 
cities. The war on drugs has over-
crowded our prisons. More than half of 
Federal prison space is occupied by 
nonviolent drug users. The war on 
drugs has corrupted our police and 
crowded our courts. We apparently did 
not learn the lesson of the prohibition 
of alcoholic beverages. 

Today, on the campaign trail we hear 
new calls for prohibitions on ciga-
rettes, on fatty foods, and even more 
money should be spent, yes, on the war 
on drugs. 

But, as we mark the 75th anniversary 
of the repeal of prohibition, let us have 
the courage to learn from the mistakes 
of the past. Perhaps it would be better 
for us to focus our energies not on the 
supply side of drugs just as they were 
doing with the supply side of alcohol, 
but instead to focus our efforts on try-
ing to help those people who are ad-
dicted to drugs; perhaps to try to help 
our young people, deter our young peo-
ple from getting involved in drugs; per-
haps to take a whole new approach on 
this, rather than this monstrous war 
on drugs that has done nothing but cre-
ate havoc in our inner cities, making 
so many young people who have been 
arrested and their lives destroyed be-
cause they will never be able to get a 
decent job after one arrest being a 
teenager. 

So many people have been hurt by 
the war on drugs; yet we keep it be-
cause we want to supposedly help peo-
ple. Well, I would suggest that this 75th 
anniversary of the repeal of prohibi-
tion, which was the greatest failure of 
American social planning in the his-
tory of our country, let us try to com-
mit ourselves to help ensure that our 
young people are dissuaded and de-
terred from the use of narcotics. 

Let us work with those who are, in-
deed, addicted to narcotics and help 
them free themselves from this habit. 
But let’s end this notion that we can 
try to control the use of narcotics in 

our country by simply controlling the 
supply. Simply controlling the supply 
will not work. We’ve got to look at the 
demand side, try to treat people hu-
manely, and use the limited resources 
that we have in a much more construc-
tive way, rather than just creating 
more police who are committed to 
drugs and interdiction and all the rest 
of the major expenses, court expenses 
and others that go into a war on drugs 
rather than an attempt to help people 
who are susceptible to the use of drugs. 

I call the attention of my fellow col-
leagues to this the 75th anniversary of 
the repeal of the prohibition of alco-
holic beverages. 
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2007 WORLD AIDS DAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from the Virgin Islands (Mrs. 
CHRISTENSEN) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Madam Speak-
er, as you heard, last Saturday was 
World AIDS Day, and I join my col-
leagues to remind us of its goals and 
ideals and to support the resolution 
that is going to be introduced by my 
colleague and good friend Congress-
woman BARBARA LEE to have this Con-
gress support those goals and ideals. 

We also call on our colleagues on 
both sides of the aisle and in both sides 
of the Capitol to honor this year’s 
World AIDS Day theme, both in this 
Nation and abroad, to stop AIDS and 
keep the promise. 

As you heard, Congresswoman LEE 
and I recently returned from South Af-
rica, where we were inspired and moti-
vated by the commitment of the peo-
ple, young and old, to confront HIV and 
AIDS. 

It was a distinct privilege for me to 
have been invited to give the keynote 
address at a World AIDS Day ceremony 
in Sekhukhune in the Greater Tabatse 
Region of South Africa. South Africa 
has the most AIDS cases of any coun-
try in the world. And while we were 
proud to know that it is also the coun-
try with the largest PEPFAR program, 
we and the rest of the world still need 
to do more. 

From all we saw, all of the programs 
we witnessed that were funded, either 
by PEPFAR or by private corporations 
such as Johnson and Johnson and 
Humana, in Limpopo, in Zola in 
Soweto, in Pretoria or as it will now be 
called, Tshwane or in Johannesburg, 
and from the revised reports we have 
seen coming from UNAIDS, we greeted 
World AIDS Day with a sense of hope 
for all the individuals, the families and 
the nations in our global community 
who have for far too long struggled 
with this pandemic. 

And in my keynote I drew compari-
sons between the HIV and AIDS in sub- 
Saharan Africa, in the Caribbean whose 
prevalence rate is second to theirs, in 
the African American community in 
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