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committees together, and this is what 
we talk about, bipartisan action on the 
floor of the House. 

Ladies, thank you so much for com-
ing to visit with me. I will take this 
pink sweater and this red ribbon and I 
will look gorgeous. 

But I am glad to join my colleagues 
here on the floor of the House as we 
talk about the economic stimulus, be-
cause the people of Ohio need a stim-
ulus. They need jobs, they need health 
care, and they need jobs that make real 
money. They need to be saved from 
these mortgage brokers who have hurt 
them deeply. 

I recognize my ‘‘sons,’’ of whom I am 
so very proud. 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Thank you so 
very much, Mrs. JONES. Being a mem-
ber of the Ways and Means Committee, 
we talk about the economy. I know 
that we will have a lot to do and say 
about that, and we talked about a bi-
partisan spirit. But we have, I think, 
like 2 more minutes left. But if you 
want to share anything as it relates to 
the economy that you would like to 
share with us, you can. 

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. I will recognize 
each of you. Thank you very much. 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Thank you, 
Mrs. JONES. 

We want to encourage the Members 
and also anyone who is watching us 
here on the floor, the 30-Something 
Democrats at 
30somethingdems@mail.house.gov and 
www.speaker.gov/30something. You 
said something that I think is very, 
very important in this debate. 

We are not here drinking the tea. I 
mean, we are not here saying, Oh, let’s 
just all link up together and flowers 
falling from the ceiling and all and 
that we are working in a bipartisan 
way. What we are doing is saying that 
we are working like the American peo-
ple would like for us to work on this 
very important issue. We are hoping 
that the President continues to do 
what he is doing as it relates to talking 
to Democratic leaders and real-time, 
Democratic leaders speaking with the 
President, Republican and Democratic 
leaders in the Congress continuing to 
work together in real-time, meeting 
day after day, morning and evening, so 
that we can put together a work prod-
uct so that we can all work for it and 
get it out to the American people. 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. I think you have 
done a great job today, Mr. MEEK, and 
I just want to say how proud I am to 
come down here with you and make 
these points and listen to you break 
down the issues of the day where you 
are putting the cookie on the bottom 
shelf. 
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Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. RYAN, days 
like this you just have to plow through 
it. 

With that, Madam Speaker, it has 
been an honor to address the House. 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. 
SHEA-PORTER). All Members are re-
minded that it is not order to refer to 
persons on the floor of the House as 
guests of the House. 

f 

VACATING 5-MINUTE SPECIAL 
ORDER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the ordering of a 5-minute 
Special Order in favor of the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. POE) is vacated. 

There was no objection. 

f 

BORDER WARS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. POE) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader. 

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, I come to 
you today to discuss what is going on 
internationally with our country. You 
know, this country is at war in Iraq. 
We have been for a number of years. 
This country is at war in Afghanistan, 
and we have been for a number of 
years. 

While the news from the front is en-
couraging, both of those wars are not 
over with yet. And it is interesting to 
me that even though we are sending 
our troops, our young men and women, 
the finest America has to offer, half-
way around the globe to protect the 
dignity of other countries, it concerns 
me that we fail to protect the security 
of our own Nation on the southern bor-
der of the United States. 

Because, Madam Speaker, there is a 
border war going on in the United 
States on our southern border. Unfor-
tunately, too many people, especially 
here in Washington, DC are blissfully 
ignorant of what is taking place on the 
southern border. You see we have two 
international borders. We have one 
with Mexico and we have one with Can-
ada. The number one duty of govern-
ment is to protect the people, to pro-
tect America from all incursions, all 
invasions. 

So we send our troops halfway 
around the world to protect the inter-
est of the United States in Iraq, pro-
tect the interest of the United States 
in Afghanistan, and I agree with what 
we are doing in Afghanistan and Iraq. 
But we also need to be concerned about 
what is taking place closer to our 
homeland, and that is the border wars 
that are taking place. 

Why I say that is I have been down, 
while I have been in Congress these 31⁄2 
years, I have been down to the Texas- 
Mexico border now 13 times. I have also 
been to the border between California 
and Mexico. 

Madam Speaker, each time I go to 
the border I see more evidence that we 
are not winning the border war, that it 
is more difficult, it is harder on our 

troops down there, the sheriffs, the 
border agents. It is harder on the peo-
ple who live on the border between the 
United States and Mexico. Many ranch-
ers and people who live along the Rio 
Grande River on the American side 
have bars on their windows because 
they are afraid of people who come 
across from the southern part of the 
United States committing crimes. 

Madam Speaker, I want to make it 
clear I am not talking about everyone 
that comes to the United States is here 
to commit a crime. I am not saying 
that. I am saying when we fail to en-
force the rule of law, that being you 
don’t come to America without permis-
sion, that we get everybody. We get the 
good, we get the bad, and we get the 
ugly. Right now, Madam Speaker, we 
are getting a lot of bad and we are get-
ting a lot of ugly. 

Let me give one example of those 
people who come in and flaunt the law 
of the United States that you don’t 
come here without permission. I have 
here a night shot taken, and I am not 
sure that it can be seen, but I will hold 
it up anyway. This top photograph is a 
night scene of the bottom photograph. 
This is a photograph on the bottom of 
the Rio Grande River near Laredo, 
Texas. Across the river is Mexico. This 
is the nighttime version of that. 

What we see here is a raft with sev-
eral individuals coming to America 
without permission. They are all 
dressed in black uniforms. You notice 
the guy in the front has an AK–47. That 
is an automatic weapon made in China. 
You also see, Madam Speaker, that be-
hind each of these individuals coming 
in the raft are duffle bags. In those duf-
fle bags are presumably drugs, nar-
cotics, cocaine or heroin or both. 

These individuals are foreign nation-
als. What happened was these individ-
uals were Guatemalan soldiers trained 
in the United States. Once they went 
back home, they started working for 
the drug cartels that paid them a 
whole lot more money than being Gua-
temalan soldiers. They switched sides, 
and now they smuggle drugs into the 
United States on behalf of the drug 
cartels. The individuals, you know, are 
the bad, and they are the ugly. The 
reason is the border is not secure. If 
the border was secure, these outlaws 
wouldn’t be coming over here without 
permission. 

That is just one example of what is 
taking place on the southern border of 
the United States. 

Madam Speaker, there are three, 
some argue four major drug cartels in 
Mexico that bring that cancer into the 
United States and sell it. Right now 
those drug cartels work with the 
coyotes. We call those people 
‘‘coyotes’’ because they, for money, 
smuggle people into the United States. 
And the drug cartels and the coyotes 
now work together smuggling drugs 
and people sometimes in the same load. 

In other words, when our Border Pa-
trol stops a vehicle sneaking into the 
United States, they will find not only 
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