February 6, 2008

THANKING MS. ELAINE COMER
FOR HER SERVICE TO THE HOUSE

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 6, 2008

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, on the occasion of her retirement in
January 2008, we rise to thank Ms. Elaine
Comer for 32 years of outstanding service to
the U.S. House of Representatives.

Elaine began her career at the House as a
Programmer Analyst at House Information Re-
sources (HIR) and has held and mastered
many positions, each with increasing responsi-
bility as she continually served this great insti-
tution as a valuable employee of HIR within
the Office of the Chief Administrator.

In the mid-1970s, when the House first
began using minicomputers, Elaine designed,
developed, and implemented the first House-
developed Member Office Support System, as
well as mission-critical legislative systems.
Elaine was selected to represent the House in
a cross-government team with the Senate and
the White House that resulted in the House-
wide implementation of an integrated Local
Area Network (LAN) to support House commit-
tees. These accomplishments led to her in-
strumental involvement in an HIR-wide PC
LAN implementation automating project man-
agement and time accounting.

Elaine’s management abilities were show-
cased as she oversaw project support to 30
mission-critical House applications, provided
key coordination in the modernization of the
Data Center, was appointed the HIR rep-
resentative to the CAO Business Process Im-
provement Team, and led the Process and
Procedures project that supports the House
Business Continuity/Disaster Recovery Pro-
gram. Elaine’s contributions to the House cul-
minated in her expert management of the
Configuration Management and Quality Assur-
ance programs for the CAOQ.

On behalf of the entire House community,
we extend congratulations to Elaine for her
many years of dedication and outstanding
contributions to the U.S. House of Represent-
atives. We wish Elaine many wonderful years
in fulfilling her retirement dreams.

——————

HONORING NATIONAL GUARD DAY
CELEBRATIONS AT THE INDIANA
STATEHOUSE

HON. BARON P. HILL

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 6, 2008

Mr. HILL. Madam Speaker, today, the Indi-
ana National Guard is hosting a National
Guard Day at the Indiana Statehouse. This
event will highlight our Hoosier citizen soldiers’
capabilities, and provide an update as to their
status as they prepare to deploy to Irag. The
event will also show strong support for the
families of our Hoosier Guardmembers.

| applaud Maj. Gen. Umbarger's work with
the Indiana National Guard. He has been an
unwavering champion of the Indiana National
Guard. His efforts today are to show support
for Guardmembers and their families, as well
as to help elected leaders and citizens better
understand the role of the National Guard.
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On this day, | too would like to express my
support and deepest thanks to our
Guardmembers, and their families. Many of
these brave men and women are preparing to
leave their homes, their loved ones, and their
lives stateside in order to defend our Nation.
Their commitment to duty and steadfast deter-
mination is an example to Hoosiers, and all
Americans alike. They all deserve our most
heartfelt thanks and admiration. Our Hoosier
Guardmembers and their families will be in my
prayers.

———

HONORING THE BLUE STAR MOTH-
ERS OF AMERICA CHAPTER #101
AND THE MARINES’ MEMORIAL
ASSOCIATION

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 6, 2008

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam
Speaker, together with Representatives MiL-
LER, STARK, TAUSCHER and MCNERNEY, | rise
today to honor and thank the California East
Bay Chapter of Blue Star Mothers of America
and the Marines’ Memorial Association. With
the support of the Marines’ Memorial Associa-
tion and Major General Michael Myatt (Ret.),
the Blue Star Moms are hosting their third
event for Gold Star parents who have lost a
child in service to our country.

The East Bay Blue Star Moms was founded
when Patty Martin, Peggy Conklin and Nancy
Ecker reached out to each other for support
after the September 11th attacks. Each had a
son in the Army, and in November, 2001, they
established a support group for military moth-
ers in the East Bay area. Membership has
since grown to over 150 mothers, and they
are affiliated with the national Blue Star Moth-
ers of America. The East Bay chapter spon-
sors a variety of activities in addition to the
Gold Star event, including providing care
packages for troops stationed overseas, and
Operation Post Card, connecting local commu-
nity groups with soldiers abroad through letter
writing campaigns. The moms have also taken
their good works to veterans in our community
through regular visits to the VA hospitals at
Livermore, Palo Alto and Martinez.

The Marines’ Memorial Association in San
Francisco was founded in 1946 as a living me-
morial to all the Marines who had lost their
lives in the Pacific during World War Il. Since
then, its mission has expanded to include all
branches of the United States Armed Serv-
ices, including members of National Guard
and reserves, and the U.S. Merchant Marine.
The Memorial is currently led by Major Gen-
eral Michael Myatt, USMC (Ret.). General
Myatt has overseen the development of the
Memorial as a facility that both honors fallen
servicemembers and actively promotes the in-
terests and needs of men and women cur-
rently in service.

The third Gold Star Parent gathering will
bring together hundreds of parents from all
over California for a 2-day event to honor the
families of the fallen and allow them to cele-
brate the lives of their children and mourn
their loss. This event allows the families to
come together in private and share their expe-
riences with others who are experiencing the
same loss. The Marines’ Memorial Association
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provides the facilities and meals for the event
at a considerably reduced cost, and addition-
ally lends support to the participants through-
out the weekend. The Blue Star Moms con-
tribute an incredible effort to make the Gold
Star event successful, including personally
reaching out to all the Gold Star families in the
state, and underwriting expenses for families
who might not otherwise be able to make the
trip.

Madam Speaker and colleagues, at this
time it is appropriate that we thank the Blue
Star Moms and the Marines’ Memorial Asso-
ciation for the hard work and dedication they
have shown to sponsor the Gold Star parents
event. Their efforts have provided an impor-
tant forum for these families to come together
and the event is greatly appreciated by the
families who have participated.

TRIBUTE TO JACK FITZGERALD
AND FITZGERALD AUTO MALLS

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 6, 2008

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize a longtime advocate for
child passenger safety, my constituent Jack
Fitzgerald, President of Fitzgerald Auto Malls.

As you may know, motor vehicle crashes
are the leading cause of death for children
ages 2 to 14 and the leading cause of injury-
related death for children under age 2. We
know that when installed and used correctly,
child safety seats and safety belts can prevent
injury and save lives. In fact, young children
restrained in child safety seats have an 80
percent lower risk of fatal injury than those
who are unrestrained.

In order to ensure that child safety seats are
properly used and installed, car seat check-up
events, like those sponsored by Safe Kids
Worldwide, are essential. At these events,
child passenger safety technicians teach fami-
lies how to safely transport their children and
help make sure everyone in a vehicle is buck-
led up correctly on every ride. On average,
technicians spend about 30 minutes with each
child. These events, most of which are open
to the public, are conducted by Safe Kids coa-
litions in central locations such as automobile
dealerships, hospitals, community centers and
shopping centers.

Since 1996, Safe Kids Worldwide has
partnered with General Motors to help change
the way parents and caregivers learn about
child passenger safety. More than 13 million
people have been reached by the Safe Kids
Buckle Up Program and, to date, there have
been more than 44,000 events that bring
much needed car seat inspection services and
education to families across the country.

Safe Kids is well on its way to checking one
million child safety seats. Part of this success
can be attributed to Jack Fitzgerald of Fitz-
gerald Auto Malls. In February 1999, Jack
teamed up with Safe Kids Montgomery County
in my home state of Maryland to hold a car
seat check-up event. At that event, Stephen
Guarino, who was then 5 years old, was
moved into a booster seat for a better fit just
one day before the family vehicle was hit by
a truck. Mrs. Guarino and the police officers
on the scene credit the saving of Stephen’s




E122

life in that crash to the services received at
the check-up event.

Since that incident, Fitzgerald Auto Malls
has hosted hundreds of check-up events.
Working with Safe Kids Montgomery County,
local government agencies, and police and fire
departments, Fitzgerald Auto Malls has in-
spected more than 35,000 child safety seats.
The dealership hosts monthly car seat inspec-
tions free of charge for anyone in the commu-
nity. If the monthly events are not compatible
with a family’s schedule, that family is encour-
aged to call the dealership to schedule a pri-
vate appointment. This service is only possible
because Jack Fitzgerald has personally paid
for his employees to become nationally cer-
tified car seat technicians. In fact, more than
80 Fitzgerald Auto Mall employees have been
trained to check a child’s car seat for misuse.

| am honored to commend Jack Fitzgerald
and the entire Fitzgerald Auto Malls family for
their outstanding contributions to and involve-
ment in our community. | applaud them for
being a role model for all public/private part-
nerships and for their steadfast commitment
and determination to keeping kids safe on our
Nation’s roads. | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring Jack Fitzgerald, a remarkable ad-
vocate for America’s children.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JOHN R. CARTER

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 6, 2008

Mr. CARTER. Madam Speaker, on January
29, 2008, | was unable to be present for the
final rollcall votes.

If present, | would have voted accordingly
on the following rollcall votes:

Roll No. 27—"aye.”

Roll No. 28—*nay.”

HONORING HARTFORD, KENTUCKY

HON. ED WHITFIELD

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 6, 2008

Mr. WHITFIELD. Madam Speaker, | rise in
recognition of the city of Hartford, Kentucky,
located in the First Congressional District of
Kentucky. On February 3, 2008, Hartford will
celebrate its bicentennial birthday. This com-
munity in western Kentucky is among the old-
est towns in the Commonwealth of Kentucky
and the third largest city in western Kentucky.
It probably has one of the most unique yet
welcoming slogans, “Home of 2,000 Happy
People and a Few Soreheads.”

Hartford was settled before 1790 in an area
that was often a scene of bloody strife be-
tween American Indians and 18th century pio-
neers. There is evidence that a settlement
was made at the present site of Hartford in
1782 and this was the first fortified settlement
in the lower Green River Valley of western
Kentucky.

The source of the town’s name is uncertain.
There is one tradition that a man named Hart
ran a ferry there, hence the name Hart’s Ford,
which later became Hartford. Another tradition
found in reminiscences of early times is that
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the town was so called because animals in-
cluding deer, the male of which the English
forebears called a “Hart” had a regular cross-
ing or “Ford” at the location of Hartford on the
banks of Rough Creek.

The town of Hartford was formally estab-
lished as “400 acres of land heretofore des-
ignated and laid out for a town, in the county
of Ohio, on Rough creek, on the land of the
late Gabriel Madison, inclusive of the out and
in lots by an Act of the Legislature of the
Commonwealth of Kentucky, enacted Feb-
ruary 3, 1808.”

Madam Speaker, Hartford has a rich history
from its pioneer founding to the battle of broth-
er against brother during the Civil War. Some
of Hartford’s famous past residents include
Virgil Earp, brother of Wyatt Earp of the OK
Corral acclaim, and impressionist painter
Charles Courtney Curran, whose works hang
in the Smithsonian Museum of Modem Art.

Hartford, Kentucky, is a progressive commu-
nity welcoming those from near and far to visit
or make their home in this inviting community.
Opportunities from tourism to high tech indus-
try attract visitors and new residents in this
community located in the heart of western
Kentucky.

Madam Speaker, it is with great pride that |
bring to the attention of this House the histor-
ical significance and sense of community that
the citizens of Hartford, Kentucky, have as
they celebrate the 200th anniversary of a
great American city.

HONORING CMW & ASSOCIATES
HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 6, 2008

Mr. SHIMKUS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to bring attention to the contribution of a small
business in my district to granting foreign
workers their certifications necessary to work
in this country. CMW & Associates, a female
owned and 8(a) company located in Spring-
field, lllinois, has assisted the Department of
Labor in Chicago in assuring that per Sec-
retary Chao’s directive, there is no longer a
labor certification backlog.

Recently, Secretary Chao commended her
staff at the Office of Foreign Worker Certifi-
cation. “Behind every application is a person
or group of people, waiting to come to our
country and work in jobs for which no qualified
U.S. worker can be found. The Permanent
Labor Certification program is really proud
about people—their hopes and their dreams of
greater opportunities, and reunification with
their families.” Secretary Chao presented a
certificate of recognition to Bill Carlson, Ad-
ministrator of the Office of Foreign Labor Cer-
tification for his leadership role.

| want to recognize the Department of Labor
for its exemplary work in expediting the proc-
essing of granting foreign workers their certifi-
cations necessary to work in this country, both
on a permanent and temporary basis. And |
want to thank Charlene Turczyn, CEO of
CMW & Associates for her role in making sure
America is able to obtain the skilled workforce
necessary to make U.S. employers successful.
As is often the case, small businesses play an
integral role in the success of our govern-
ment’s ability to achieve its goals.

February 6, 2008

RECOVERY REBATES AND ECO-
NOMIC STIMULUS FOR THE
AMERICAN PEOPLE ACT OF 2008

SPEECH OF

HON. TOM UDALL

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 29, 2008

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Madam Speak-
er, a lot of brilliant economists have spent a
lot of time over the last few weeks telling the
American people what we already know: our
economy needs help. The debate goes on
over whether today’s economic conditions will
become an official recession, but most people
aren’t interested in official definitions. We want
help now.

Fortunately, members of the New Direction
Congress, meeting on a bipartisan basis, have
developed an economic stimulus package that
will get America moving again.

There’s a lot to like about the proposed
stimulus package.

The package provides support immediately.
American families will receive help by June, in
time to stop America’s economic slide before
we find ourselves mired in recession. This
timely action is the result of a feeling in Con-
gress that getting things done for the Amer-
ican people is more important than scoring po-
litical points.

The package will put money in the hands of
working families who need it most. By helping
families too poor to pay income tax, this pro-
posal shows both compassion and common
sense. We know that poor families are more
likely to spend their rebate checks imme-
diately, and that means more money flowing
into our economy more rapidly.

And, finally, the package will not purchase
short term growth at the expense of long term
prosperity. This legislation does what must be
done, but, more importantly, it does no more
than is necessary. It contains no giveaways to
any interest group, no pork barrel spending
and no rushed changes in our tax code. The
bill provides targeted, temporary stimulus. As
a result, it will secure our present without bur-
dening our future with debt.

But the package that we pass today is not
perfect.

We have helped millions of families, but too
many seniors still need our support. We have
provided relief to millions of workers, but those
who have seen their jobs disappear still face
an uncertain future they did nothing to earn
and can do little to change. We have provided
temporary relief to millions of taxpayers, but
we must renew the clean energy tax credits
that give us hope for a stronger national econ-
omy and a more sustainable world.

Our work is not over.

We should celebrate today’s accomplish-
ment, but we must recognize that it is a first
step, not a final one. Let's take the bipartisan
spirit that has been kindled in the House and
use it to do the work that remains to be done.

HONORING JOAN MANN
HON. DEVIN NUNES

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, February 6, 2008

Mr. NUNES. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to the life of a wonderful woman
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