H6236

now and rising at an alarming rate, the
time for excuses is over. It is time for
action. Many of us saw this coming and
have tried to expand supply here at
home.

It is time for the majority to recog-
nize this fact and show more concern
for the American consumers than for
the caribou.

———

DEMOCRATIC SOLUTIONS ARE
NEEDED FOR OIL CRISIS

(Mr. COURTNEY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, yes-
terday on the ‘“‘Lee Elci Show,” in New
London, Connecticut, Bill from Groton
called in while I was on and informed
us that to lock in for next winter in
Connecticut, it costs now $5.80 a gal-
lon.

Mr. Speaker, we’ve heard a lot about
the hardship of high gas prices. If home
heating oil stays at those levels, there
will be a catastrophe this winter in
terms of keeping people alive because
they cannot afford those prices. All of
the proposals we’ve heard from the
other side are going to take 20 years,
even if it goes perfectly according to
plan. People need relief now.

President Bush, with one stroke of
the pen, could release o0il from the
Strategic Petroleum Reserve. We
would have more oil into the market in
13 days. That’s the type of short-term
relief that consumers, particularly in
the northern parts of this country,
need if they are going to survive this
winter.

We doubled the size of energy assist-
ance in the Democratic budget. The
Bush plan would have cut energy as-
sistance incredibly given the fact that
these prices are going through the roof.
We need Democratic priorities to pro-
vide short-term relief and long-term
solutions for the American consumer.

———
AMERICA NEEDS TO DRILL NOW

(Mrs. DRAKE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. DRAKE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to express the frustration my
constituents feel with a Congress that
refuses to address the current energy
crisis. I have heard they can’t fill their
tanks, they’re not doing any extras,
they’re not going out to eat or to mov-
ies or on vacation. And last week, a
young woman serving in Afghanistan
asked me to make sure that gas is not
$56 a gallon when she returns home.

Repeatedly, people have asked me to
drill now. And yet with all this frustra-
tion and economic hardship, the Demo-
cratic leadership of this Congress re-
fuses to bring legislation to the floor
that addresses the number one concern
of our constituents: increasing domes-
tic supply now, dropping gas prices now
while we move to the alternative ener-
gies of the future.
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This week Congress will consider doz-
ens of suspensions, a bill concerning
the preservation of White House e-
mails, a bill creating a national his-
toric trail in New York, and a bill cre-
ating a new section of national wild
and scenic rivers in Massachusetts. But
nothing to lower gas prices.

———

CONGRESS WILL CONTINUE TO
FIND REAL SOLUTIONS INSTEAD
OF CASTING BLAME

(Mr. ALTMIRE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ALTMIRE. Mr. Speaker, Con-
gress continues to take action and do
everything we can to reduce the price
of gas at the pump. Because of legisla-
tion this Congress passed last week, as
of last week there are over 70,000 more
barrels of oil per day every day that
are going into the market instead of
the Strategic Petroleum Reserve. And
during the last week, the price of oil
per barrel went down.

We also approved legislation that
gives U.S. authorities the ability to
prosecute anti-competitive conduct
committed by international cartels
like OPEC that manipulate the price of
oil.

We passed legislation that would in-
vest in biofuels rather than corporate
welfare for Big Oil. Energy experts es-
timate that biofuel blends are keeping
the price of gas approximately 15 per-
cent lower than it would otherwise be
right now.

This Congress has taken action to ad-
dress the skyrocketing price of gas,
and we will continue to find real solu-
tions rather than pointing fingers and
casting blame.

———
0 1030

AMERICANS HELD HOSTAGE IN
COLOMBIA

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, for the last 5
years, civilians Keith Stansell, Thomas
Howes, and Marc Gonsalves have been
held hostage and bound by chains in
the jungles of Colombia. Their captors
were the Communist thugs: FARC.

The three American captors lived in
constant fear and squalor along with
hundreds of other hostages, mostly Co-
lombians. These three men were held
longer than any other American citi-
zens currently being held captive in the
world.

They also had 5 years of their lives
stolen from them. During the last 5
years, they were unaware of most
world events, including the birth of
Stansell’s twins, the invasion of Iraq,
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, the Red
Sox breaking the curse and winning
the World Series, gasoline prices tri-
pling, and the University of Texas de-
feating Southern Cal in the Rose Bowl
for the National Championship.
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FARC is an insurgent terrorist group
that funds its activities by working
with the drug cartels and Kkidnapping
people and holding them for ransom.

But thanks to the people and the
Government of Colombia, the three
Americans and 20 others were rescued
from the outlaws in a stealth, covert
operation. We are glad the Americans
are home, and our gratitude goes to the
people of Colombia.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

ACKNOWLEDGE THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF STAND DOWN HOUSE

(Mr. KLEIN of Florida asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to acknowledge the con-
tributions of an extraordinary organi-
zation in my congressional district: the
Stand Down House.

The Stand Down House and its dedi-
cated staff provide support and services
for homeless veterans, including trans-
portation, counseling, and job training.
These honorable servicemen have fall-
en on hard times and need a place to
stay and a chance to get their lives
back on track.

The Stand Down House provides ex-
actly that chance, and it is a lifesaver
for many of our veterans.

Mr. Speaker, there are over 200,000
homeless veterans in America today,
and up to 2,000 in Palm Beach County
alone where I live.

We must never turn our backs on a
single one of our servicemembers, and I
commend the Stand Down House for
serving those who have served our Na-
tion.

—————

ENERGY

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, in a story
from The Hill newspaper yesterday, a
Democrat staffer is quoted as saying
House Democrats’ strategy on the issue
of skyrocketing gas prices is to ‘‘drive
small cars and wait for the wind.”

What a terribly insulting idea to the
American people who continue to suf-
fer as the price of gas soars over $4 a
gallon.

The truth is, I know there are plenty
of my colleagues on the other side of
the aisle who would support reasonable
bipartisan legislation to increase
American production of o0il here at
home.

Unfortunately, the Democrat leader-
ship controls the floor agenda, and the
same article notes that Democratic
leadership is terrified their Members
might actually support legislation that
would open up exploration in the deep
waters off our coasts or in ANWR.

It’s time for the Speaker to let the
Members of this body do their job and
represent their constituents’ desires
and drill for American oil.
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When will the Speaker’s office hear
the cries from the American public?

————

MEDICARE

(Ms. CASTOR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1

minute.)
Ms. CASTOR. Mr. Speaker, we’'ve
been working diligently to improve

Medicare for America’s seniors. In fact,
on June 24, the Democratic-led House
of Representatives passed by a large bi-
partisan margin, 355-59, critical Medi-
care legislation. Unfortunately, it’s
being blocked by the White House and
Republicans across the Capitol.

I urge the White House and Repub-
licans in the other body to stop siding
with private health insurance compa-
nies and, instead, join us in standing
up for families who rely on Medicare.

Our Medicare bill is critical to the
health of our neighbors. It helps ensure
that seniors have access to high qual-
ity health care and the doctor of their
choice.

Health care for our military families
and retirees is also linked to our Medi-
care bill, and the Military Officers As-
sociation is calling on the White House
and Republicans to end their opposi-
tion.

Our legislation cuts overpayments
and wasteful subsidies to private man-
aged-care insurance companies and re-
directs these resources to where they
belong: the health of our seniors.

———

IT’S TIME FOR REAL SOLUTIONS,
NOT MORE BROKEN PROMISES
FROM THE DEMOCRATS

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, more than 2
years ago, then-Minority Leader NANCY
PELOSI promised the American people
that Democrats had a ‘‘commonsense
plan to lower gas prices.” Well, we're
now over $4 a gallon, up more than 76
percent since Democrats took Con-
gress. It’s clear that plan never mate-
rialized.

American families, truck drivers, and
small business owners deserve action
from Washington, not more broken
Democrat promises. They deserve real
solutions, and that’s exactly what we
Republicans have to offer, initiatives
that will make us less dependent on
foreign Nations for energy, will create
jobs here at home, and will grow the
American economy.

In order to put us on a path to energy
independence, we must increase the
production of our vast amount of re-
sources in an environmentally sound
manner, while encouraging conserva-
tion. We must continue to invest in re-
newable energy resources. We must
also increase our nuclear capacity, too.

It’s time for real solutions, Mr.
Speaker, not more broken promises
from the Democrats.
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RISING COST OF FOOD

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, this
fall, the rising cost of food will be felt
by schools from Massachusetts to Ha-
waii, an impact that will severely
strain the budgets of school districts
across this great land.

Today, Chairman GEORGE MILLER and
the Education and Labor Committee
will hold a hearing on the rising cost of
food and the impact on the school meal
programs. Sadly, healthier food choices
may be scrapped for cheaper, less nu-
tritious food. After-school meal pro-
grams may be scaled back or elimi-
nated. Our kids will pay the price.

There is no easy answer to this prob-
lem, but we can all agree that we can-
not let this food price crisis result in
our school-aged children going without
food simply because school districts
are struggling with these rising prices.

I commend Chairman MILLER for
holding this hearing, and I look for-
ward to working with him on this im-
portant issue.

———
LET’S TAKE ACTION

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, it’s
good to be back. I had a wonderful
week in my Seventh Congressional Dis-
trict in Tennessee, a great district that
has rural areas, suburban and metro-
politan areas. And everywhere I went,
people were saying: What is Congress
going to do right now to get the price
down at the pump?

Well, my constituents know this af-
fects every family every day, the price
at the pump. They also know it is an
energy independence issue, and yes, in-
deed, they do know that this is an issue
of national security.

Yet the Democrat leadership of this
House doesn’t want to do one thing on
debating this issue. Well, we have some
bills that are in there.

How about, Mr. Speaker, if we debate
H.R. 3089, a bill to promote domestic
oil, natural gas, and nuclear energy
production? Or there’s H.R. 5984, to
offer incentives for clean energy pro-
duction and energy efficiency?

The Democrat solution seems to be
simple and ill-advised: just drive a
smaller car, take the bus, or walk if
you can.

These may not be bad things, but
they are often impossible for Ten-
nesseans in my Seventh Congressional
District. They want real solutions now.

———

BIG OIL DOESN'T NEED MORE
LAND TO DRILL—THEY SHOULD
USE IT OR LOSE IT

(Ms. WATSON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, Ameri-
cans continue to suffer pain at the gas
pump due to 7 years of missed opportu-
nities and outdated policies. President
Bush’s energy strategy was literally
written by the o0il companies—give
more public resources to the same oil
companies that are raking in record
profits while Americans are reeling
from record prices.

Every day we hear House Repub-
licans demanding the need for more do-
mestic drilling in order to reduce gas
prices. What we don’t hear is anyone
on that side of the aisle demanding
that Big Oil drill on the 68 million
acres of land they are sitting on, refus-
ing to develop.

Legislation on the floor today will
force those o0il companies to produce
oil and gas or diligently develop the 68
million acres of public land they al-
ready have, otherwise they will lose
the leases. Experts estimate that these
reserves could produce an additional 4.8
million barrels of oil.

———

THE COOPER-WOLF SAFE COMMIS-
SION: A BIPARTISAN SOLUTION

(Mr. WOLF asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-

marks.)
Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, Dietrich
Bonhoeffer, the German pastor who

stood up to the Nazis, said, ‘“The ulti-
mate test of a moral society is the kind
of world that it leaves to its children.”
And this Congress is failing to serve
the American people and failing to
serve our children.

We have more than $53 trillion in un-
funded liabilities and $9 trillion of
debt. China, who violates human rights
and religious freedom, holds our debt.
The Saudis, who fund radical
Wahhabism all over the world, hold our
debt.

Standard and Poor’s Investment
Service predicts loss of AAA bond rat-
ing as early as the year 2012.

Is this bleak scenario what the 110th
Congress wants to leave our children
and grandchildren? If the ultimate test
of a moral society is the kind of world
it leaves to its children and grand-
children, this Congress is failing miser-
ably.

Congressman COOPER and I have a
bill, the SAFE Commission Act that
has 105 cosponsors, that would put ev-
erything on the table, entitlements and
tax policies, in order to rein in Federal
spending. If we could come together,
both sides of the aisle, we can ensure
that our children and our grand-
children don’t have to worry about the
day when China and Saudi Arabia de-
cide to call in our debt.

ENERGY POLICY
(Mr. BLUMENAUER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)
Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker,
it’s amusing to listen to my friends on
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