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that improve the lives of people around the 
world; 

Whereas Pittsburgh provides a high qual-
ity of life to its residents, offering unparal-
leled arts and cultural opportunities for a 
place of its size; 

Whereas Pittsburgh has been named Amer-
ica’s Most Livable City, the only place in 
America to earn that honor twice; 

Whereas Pittsburgh is commemorating its 
naming and its impact on the world with 
Pittsburgh 250, a year-long celebration in-
volving communities in 14 Pennsylvania 
counties, parts of seven states and the Dis-
trict of Columbia; 

Whereas Pittsburgh 250 has connected 
Washington, DC to Pittsburgh by supporting 
the completion of the Great Allegheny Pas-
sage Trail, the longest hiking and biking 
trail east of the Mississippi and the most ac-
cessible great trail experience in the world, 
providing an important new outdoor rec-
reational asset to the people of the Mid-At-
lantic United States; and 

Whereas Pittsburgh has accomplished all 
of these things with an unparalleled history 
of public and private partnership: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) recognizes the 250th anniversary of the 
Naming of Pittsburgh, known as a signifi-
cant event in American history; 

(2) recognizes that Pittsburgh 250 is orga-
nizing the commemoration on behalf of 14 
counties in southwestern Pennsylvania; 

(3) encourages participation for all Ameri-
cans to learn how the Forbes Campaign, the 
opening of the Gateway to the West, the In-
dustrialization of America, and the environ-
mental transformation of Pittsburgh helped 
to make America; and 

(4) commends the contributions of those 
who have followed trails to Pittsburgh for 
250 years to shape the world we live in and 
the Nation we have become. 

The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

CONGRATULATING MICHAEL 
PHELPS ON WINNING EIGHT 
GOLD MEDALS IN THE 2008 BEI-
JING OLYMPICS 

Ms. SUTTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government 
Reform be discharged from further con-
sideration of the resolution (H. Res. 
1418) congratulating Michael Phelps, 
2008 Beijing summer Olympic champion 
swimmer, on winning eight gold medals 
in the 2008 Beijing Olympics and be-
coming one of the most decorated ath-
letes in Olympic history, and ask for 
its immediate consideration in the 
House. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 
The text of the resolution is as fol-

lows: 
H. RES. 1418 

Whereas Michael Phelps swam in 17 races 
over the course of 9 days in the 2008 Beijing 
Summer Olympic Games and surpassed 
Olympic icon Mark Spitz by becoming the 
only athlete to win 8 gold medals in a single 
Olympics; 

Whereas Michael Phelps set 7 world records 
and 8 Olympic records in 8 events in those 
Olympic Games; 

Whereas Michael Phelps is one of the most 
highly decorated Olympians ever, with 14 
gold medals and 2 bronze medals over his 
Olympic career; 

Whereas as a member of the United States 
men’s relay swim teams, Michael Phelps 
helped set world records and win 3 gold med-
als for the United States 2008 Olympic swim 
team; and 

Whereas Michael Phelps epitomized the 
Olympic spirit by demonstrating patriotism, 
strength, and humility throughout the 2008 
Beijing Summer Olympic Games: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) congratulates Michael Phelps of Balti-
more, Maryland, for his outstanding athletic 
achievements during the 2008 Beijing Sum-
mer Olympic Games, achievements that set 
him apart as one of the most highly deco-
rated and accomplished Olympic athletes in 
world history; 

(2) recognizes the achievements of Michael 
Phelps and all the members of the United 
States 2008 Olympic swim team; and 

(3) directs the Clerk of the House of Rep-
resentatives to transmit a copy of this reso-
lution to Michael Phelps; Mark Schubert, 
head coach of the United States 2008 Olympic 
swim team; and Bob Bowman, chief execu-
tive officer of the North Baltimore Aquatic 
Club and assistant coach of the United 
States 2008 Olympic swim team for appro-
priate display. 

The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

REVEREND EARL ABEL POST 
OFFICE BUILDING 

Ms. SUTTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government 
Reform be discharged from further con-
sideration of the bill (H.R. 6198) to des-
ignate the facility of the United States 
Postal Service located at 1700 Cleve-
land Avenue in Kansas City, Missouri, 
as the ‘‘Reverend Earl Abel Post Office 
Building,’’ and ask for its immediate 
consideration in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 

objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 6198 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. REVEREND EARL ABEL POST OFFICE 

BUILDING. 
(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 

United States Postal Service located at 1700 
Cleveland Avenue in Kansas City, Missouri, 
shall be known and designated as the ‘‘Rev-
erend Earl Abel Post Office Building’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘Reverend Earl Abel 
Post Office Building’’. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time, was read the 
third time, and passed, and a motion to 
reconsider was laid on the table. 

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF SICKLE CELL DIS-
EASE AWARENESS MONTH 

Ms. SUTTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government 
Reform be discharged from further con-
sideration of the resolution (H. Res. 
1453) supporting the goals and ideals of 
sickle cell disease awareness month, 
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 
The text of the resolution is as fol-

lows: 
H. RES. 1453 

Whereas Sickle Cell Disease is an inherited 
blood disorder that is a major health prob-
lem in the United States, primarily affecting 
African-Americans; 

Whereas Sickle Cell Disease causes the 
rapid destruction of sickle cells, which re-
sults in multiple medical complications, in-
cluding anemia, jaundice, gallstones, 
strokes, and restricted blood flow, damaging 
tissue in the liver, spleen, and kidneys, and 
death; 

Whereas Sickle Cell Disease causes epi-
sodes of considerable pain in one’s arms, 
legs, chest, and abdomen; 

Whereas Sickle Cell Disease affects over 
70,000 Americans; 

Whereas approximately 1,000 babies are 
born with Sickle Cell Disease each year in 
the United States, with the disease occurring 
in approximately 1 in 300 newborn African- 
American infants; 

Whereas more than 2,000,000 Americans 
have the sickle cell trait, and 1 in 12 African- 
Americans carry the trait; 

Whereas there is a 1 in 4 chance that a 
child born to parents who both have the 
sickle cell trait will have the disease; 

Whereas the life expectancy of a person 
with Sickle Cell Disease is severely limited, 
with an average life span for an adult being 
45 years; 

Whereas, though researchers have yet to 
identify a cure for this painful disease, ad-
vances in treating the associated complica-
tions have occurred; 

Whereas researchers are hopeful that in 
less than two decades, Sickle Cell Disease 
may join the ranks of chronic illnesses that, 
when properly treated, do not interfere with 
the activity, growth, or mental development 
of affected children; 

Whereas the House of Representatives rec-
ognized the importance of researching, pre-
venting, and treating Sickle Cell Disease by 
authorizing treatment centers to provide 
medical intervention, education, and other 
services and by permitting the Medicaid pro-
gram to cover some primary and secondary 
preventative medical strategies for children 
and adults with Sickle Cell Disease; 

Whereas the Sickle Cell Disease Associa-
tion of America, Inc. remains the preeminent 
advocacy organization that serves the sickle 
cell community by focusing its efforts on 
public policy, research funding, patient serv-
ices, public awareness, and education related 
to developing effective treatments and a 
cure for Sickle Cell Disease; and 

Whereas the Sickle Cell Disease Associa-
tion of America, Inc. has requested that the 
House of Representatives designate Sep-
tember as Sickle Cell Disease Awareness 
Month in order to educate communities 
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