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GreenTailer. This inaugural honor is given to 
retailers who are protecting the environment 
by adopting energy conservation and Earth- 
friendly practices. 

Providing continual and vital economic 
growth to local communities statewide by em-
ploying more than 2,500 Michiganders, Art 
Van Furniture has been continually named 
one of West Michigan’s 101 Best and Bright-
est places to work. Furthermore, Art Van Fur-
niture has an exceptional record of giving back 
to area charities and communities through a 
variety of generous financial contributions. 

Again, it is my honor to rise today in honor 
of Art Van Furniture on the monumental occa-
sion of its 50th anniversary. Congratulations 
and best wishes for another five decades. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE CONGREGATION 
GEMILUTH CHASSODIM 

HON. RODNEY ALEXANDER 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, October 6, 2009 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to the Congregation 
Gemiluth Chassodim of Alexandria, LA, origi-
nally known as the Hebrew Benevolent Soci-
ety of Rapides. Chartered on October 2, 1859, 
the congregation recently celebrated its 150th 
anniversary of distinguished service to the 
Jewish community, as well as to providing 
faithful dedication to the Alexandria area. 

The congregation first held religious serv-
ices in various private homes with lay leader-
ship. The initial Jewish sanctuary was built in 
1870, and the first rabbi, Marx Klein, came in 
1873. On October 14, 1873, the young con-
gregation became one of the original charter 
members of the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations, presently known as the Union 
for Reform Judaism, which today represents 
900 affiliate congregations in the United States 
and abroad. The present sanctuary was con-
structed in 1952. 

The congregation has been served by 23 
rabbis and 33 board presidents. It grew to a 
peak of nearly 300 families during the mid- 
twentieth century. 

Many members of the Temple have held 
various leadership roles in civic and charitable 
organizations throughout Central Louisiana. In 
addition, they have made significant contribu-
tions in the fields of medicine, law, govern-
ment, social services, education and the cul-
tural life of the region. 

The Temple, the Rabbi and individual mem-
bers continue to play an integral part in 
achieving better interfaith understanding, work-
ing to strengthen the quality of life for all citi-
zens in the communities of the region. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
with me in commending the Congregation 
Gemiluth Chassodim. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE PRO-
TECTING RESORT CITIES FROM 
DISCRIMINATION ACT OF 2009 

HON. HARRY E. MITCHELL 
OF ARIZONIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, October 6, 2009 

Mr. MITCHELL. Madam Speaker, earlier 
today I, along with Representative DEAN HELL-

ER of Nevada introduced the Protecting Resort 
Cities from Discrimination Act of 2009. 

If enacted, the bill would prohibit federal 
agencies from discriminating against cities like 
Scottsdale, Arizona, and Reno and Las 
Vegas, Nevada, simply because they are 
great places to visit. 

Scottsdale, and resort destination cities like 
it, are reeling right now—not just from an eco-
nomic downturn, but from stigma. Business 
travelers are reluctant to avail themselves of 
the great facilities and great value we have to 
offer, out of fear that they will be accused of 
inappropriately vacationing on the company 
dime. 

In Arizona, some are calling it the ‘‘AIG ef-
fect.’’ 

As a result, an already difficult situation has 
become dire. 

Earlier this year, the Arizona Republic re-
ported that, in Scottsdale alone, an estimated 
80 events and business meetings had been 
canceled and local resorts had lost a com-
bined $23.9 million from groups fearing a pub-
lic-relations backlash. 

Scottsdale’s hotel occupancy is down nearly 
12 percent, and revenue per available room is 
down nearly 30 percent. 

The ripple effect this has had on our econ-
omy is even worse. Restaurants, suppliers— 
you name it—they’re all suffering. 

And it doesn’t help when the federal govern-
ment tells the business community that they’re 
afraid of giving us their business, too. 

Cities like Scottsdale, Reno and Las Vegas 
should have every bit as much right to win 
federal meeting and conference business as 
anywhere else. If we can provide the right fa-
cilities at the right price, we shouldn’t be pun-
ished because we also happen to be great 
places to visit. 

If enacted, the Protecting Resort Cities from 
Discrimination Act would stop that from hap-
pening. The bipartisan bill would prohibit fed-
eral agencies from discriminating against cities 
that are perceived to be resort or vacation 
destinations when planning events, meetings 
or conferences. 

I want to assure my colleagues that nothing 
in this bill will encourage federal agencies to 
undertake any additional or unnecessary trav-
el. I firmly believe that federal agencies have 
an obligation to ensure that tax dollars are not 
wasted or misused. 

All this bill would do is ensure that, when 
appropriate, cities like Scottsdale have a right 
to compete. 

I want to thank Rep. HELLER for his partner-
ship on this legislation and I urge my col-
leagues to support it. 
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H.R. 3590, SERVICEMEMBERS HOME 
OWNERSHIP TAX ACT OF 2009 

HON. AL GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 6, 2009 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
I extend my support to H.R. 3590, the Service 
Members Home Ownership Tax Act of 2009, 
and thank my friend from New York, Mr. RAN-
GEL, for introducing this legislation. 

When Congress passed the first-time home-
buyer tax credit in the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act in January of this year, it 

sought to reverse the downturn in the housing 
market by helping qualified homebuyers pur-
chase their first home with a maximum $8,000 
tax credit. To ensure that the credit benefitted 
ordinary Americans and not speculators, we 
required that borrowers who took advantage of 
the credit repay it if they sold their home with-
in three years of the purchase date. 

At the time, we thought this was good pol-
icy. However, it is clear now that an exception 
should have been made for our servicemen 
and women and their families, who are often 
required by federal orders to redeploy over-
seas within a three-year period. The chance 
for us to correct this oversight has now come. 

The Service Members Home Ownership Tax 
Act amends the federal tax code to provide an 
exemption for members of the military, CIA, 
and Department of State that would not re-
quire them to repay the homebuyer tax credit 
if they are called for overseas duty and are 
forced to sell their homes within three years of 
purchasing it. It also extends for one year the 
deadline for utilizing the first-time homebuyer 
tax credit for service members who served 
outside the country for at least 90 days in 
2009. This provision would help returning vet-
erans take full advantage of the tax credit, 
which is set to expire on November 30, 2009. 

In exchange for service in war zones abroad 
and the sacrifices that our servicemen and 
women make everyday, it is only fair that our 
military families be able to take full advantage 
of the programs we enact in Congress. The 
Service Members Home Ownership Tax Act of 
2009 is deficit neutral and reaffirms our com-
mitment to our men and women in uniform. I 
am proud to provide my support to H.R. 3590. 
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‘‘BRINGING HER LIGHT’’—IN 
HONOR OF HELEN KELLER AND 
THE UNVEILING OF HER STATUE 
AT THE UNITED STATES CAP-
ITOL 

HON. ROBERT B. ADERHOLT 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 6, 2009 

Mr. ADERHOLT. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor an American heroine, Helen 
Keller, on the occasion of the unveiling of her 
statue at The United States Capitol on 
Wednesday, October 7th 2009, in the Great 
Rotunda. Born in Tuscumbia Alabama, Helen 
would rise up to be one of the greatest daugh-
ters of the South. Stricken at the age of 19 
months as a baby, losing both her hearing and 
her sight. Against all odds, armed with but 
only her will, courage and persistence, would 
come out of the dark to teach the world. And 
become admired for her shining example of 
faith and courage. Providing hope to all and 
championing the betterment of others. I ask 
that this poem penned by Albert Caswell of 
the Capitol Guide Service be placed in the 
RECORD. 

BRINGING HER LIGHT 

Out of the darkness . . . 
Into the light . . . 
From out of the darkness . . . 
Can so come the light . . . 
From out of such silence . . . 
Can so come one’s soul . . . 
A voice heard, so sounding . . . so very 

bright, to behold! 
All in the Keller, the color of one’s soul . . . 
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Of which so ignites . . . 
All in it’s brightness . . . 
All in it’s brilliance . . . 
As ever so there, so Bringing Her Light . . . 

with but her glow . . . 
Of the one who could not so see . . . 
And yet, saw even clearer . . . all in what 

hope can so be . . . 
Of the one who could not so hear . . . 
And yet, heard all of those answers . . . so 

very clear . . . 
Lessons, for woman and mankind . . . to help 

win that fight . . . 
Inspiring us all, with but her heart and her 

mind . . . 
A Miracle Worker . . . 
Showing us all . . . 
How faith and courage, all in ones soul . . . 

ever burns bright to behold . . . 
While, coming out of the darkest . . . out of 

that night . . . 
That, against all odds . . . 
Only, with ones soul . . . 
Can ones heart, so be heard and so seen . . . 

so all in its light! 
Coming Out of The Darkness! 
Bringing Her Light! 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE SMALL 
BUSINESS TAX EQUALIZATION 
AND COMPLIANCE ACT 

HON. SHELLEY BERKLEY 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, October 6, 2009 

Ms. BERKLEY. Madam Speaker, I am very 
pleased to re-introduce the Small Business 
Tax Equalization and Compliance Act, legisla-
tion that would extend the existing tip tax cred-
it—the 45(b) credit—to employers in the salon 
industry and at the same time encourage tax 
compliance through education and improved 
tip reporting requirements. This legislation 
makes needed changes to the tax code to 
help support a vital and growing sector of 
America’s economy, the salon industry. 

The salon industry is one of America’s most 
diverse industries and home to a large number 
of entry-level jobs, but with room for advance-
ment and opportunities that go far beyond 
minimum-wage. The industry is also a signifi-
cant employer of women, particularly working 
mothers who need flexibility in their work 
schedules. 

In 1993, Congress formally recognized that 
employers should not be responsible for pay-
ing FICA taxes on income that was not paid 
by them, and granted the restaurant industry a 
dollar-for-dollar tax credit on the employer’s 
share of FICA taxes paid on tip income above 

the minimum wage. Much like restaurants, 
salon employees receive a large portion of 
their income in the form of tips. As a matter 
of tax fairness, it is time to extend similar 
treatment to the salon industry. 

My bill also includes provisions to improve 
tip reporting to ensure that all salons—whether 
the traditional employer-employee model or 
the non-employer salons where independent 
contractors report their own tips—are fully 
complying with reporting requirements. 

I believe that small businesses are the 
backbone of the American economy, and sa-
lons are an important part of the small busi-
ness community. Eighty-two percent of salon 
establishments have fewer than 10 employees 
and 98 percent of salons are single-unit oper-
ations. Extending the tip tax credit to these 
small businesses would provide much needed 
tax relief, particularly in these challenging eco-
nomic times, and allow them to reinvest in 
their businesses, employees, and commu-
nities. 

A strong economic recovery will depend on 
the health and strength of our small business 
sector. It is imperative that we work to ensure 
our tax rules governing this sector are fair, 
simple, and encourage compliance. I urge all 
of my colleagues to join me in supporting this 
legislation. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOHN. A. YARMUTH 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, October 6, 2009 

Mr. YARMUTH. Madam Speaker, I was un-
able to cast the recorded votes for Rollcall 
741, H. Res. 16, On Motion to Suspend the 
Rules and Agree. Had I been present I would 
have voted ‘‘yes’’ for this measure. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that my state-
ment appear in the permanent RECORD imme-
diately following these votes. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 25TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF GOODRICH 
AEROSTRUCTURES IN FOLEY, 
ALABAMA 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, October 6, 2009 

Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, I want to 
extend my congratulations to Goodrich 

Aerostructures Original Equipment Manufac-
turer and the Alabama Service Center on their 
25th anniversary in Foley, Alabama. For a 
quarter of a century the hard working men and 
women of Goodrich have been manufacturing, 
assembling, maintaining, repairing, and serv-
icing aircraft engine components and struc-
tures such as nacelles, pylons, fan and inlet 
cowls, and thrust reversers for both military 
and commercial aircraft. 

Goodrich Aerostructures, originally known 
as Rohr Industries, became part of the Bald-
win County community in 1984. In December 
2006, Goodrich began an expansion project to 
increase its size in Foley to more than 
425,000 square feet. Since 2005, Goodrich 
Aerostructures has become the second largest 
employer in Foley with more than 800 people 
working at the facility. Most recently, the 
Aerostructures team in Foley was recognized 
by General Electric for delivering its 500th 
CF34–10 nacelle; they have also received pro-
duction contracts to supply the pylons and na-
celle systems for the Air Force C–5 Galaxy 
strategic airlifter as part of the Reliability En-
hancement and Re-engining Program and, for 
eight consecutive years, workers at Goodrich 
in Foley have been recognized by the FAA 
with Aviation Maintenance Technician (AMT) 
awards. 

As a good corporate citizen, Goodrich has 
been a leader in the Foley community. Good-
rich has partnered with Alabama Industrial De-
velopment Training to offer training classes 
with more than 900 graduates. Earlier this 
year, the United Way of Baldwin County rec-
ognized Goodrich as the top contributing in-
dustry in the county. Goodrich is also recog-
nized for supporting education, arts, and civic 
activities in the local community such as the 
Baldwin County Sheriff’s Boys Ranch in 
Summerdale, Community Hospice for Baldwin 
County, and putting together and sending care 
packages to family members and friends of 
employees who are serving our country in Iraq 
and Afghanistan. 

Madam Speaker, I am proud to represent 
the working families of Goodrich 
Aerostructures in Foley, and I ask my col-
leagues to join me in offering heartfelt con-
gratulations on 25 years of dedication, hard 
work, and leadership in the community. Need-
less to say, I wish them much continued suc-
cess in the future. 
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