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By working together, the partnership be-

tween the labor movement and the environ-
mentalist has become a powerful force for 
change in San Diego and Imperial Counties. 

For his dedication to building alliances be-
tween labor and the environmental community, 
the Executive Board of the Labor Council has 
named Al Shur our 2009–2010 ‘‘Labor Leader 
of the Year.’’ 
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HONORING RICHARD RECHTIEN 

HON. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 10, 2010 

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to congratulate 
Richard (Dick) Rechtien and his business, 
Rechtien International Trucks, which received 
the prestigious honor of the International Cir-
cle of Excellence Award for 2009. 

The Circle of Excellence Award is awarded 
by the international dealer organization of 
Navistar, Inc., and honors international truck 
dealerships that achieve the highest level of 
dealer performance with respect to operating 
and financial standards, market representa-
tion, and most importantly, customer satisfac-
tion. It is the highest honor a dealer principal 
can receive from the company. 

Rechtien International Trucks was founded 
in 1981 and is headquartered in Miami. Under 
his leadership, it has grown into one of the 
preeminent truck dealerships in the Southeast 
and the entire nation, with 188 employees and 
four dealer locations, including Miami, Riviera 
Beach, Fort Pierce and Broward County. Dick 
has served as chairman of the International 
Dealer Council and of the Florida Trucking As-
sociation, and as co-chair of numerous dealer 
advisory groups for Navistar. With this most 
recent award, Rechtien International will now 
receive the Circle of Excellence Award, under 
Dick’s leadership, a total of 23 times. 

Through his commitment to hard work and 
outstanding customer service, he has built an 
economically vital business of which he can 
be justly proud. Madam Speaker, I ask our 
colleagues to join with me in congratulating 
Dick Rechtien for his record of accomplish-
ment and for his many contributions to our 
South Florida community. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 10, 2010 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, on March 
9, 2010, I was unavoidably detained and was 
unable to record my vote for rollcall Nos. 92– 
94. Had I been present I would have voted: 

Rollcall No. 92 ‘‘yes’’—Harmful Algal 
Blooms and Hypoxia Research and Control 
Amendments Act. 

Rollcall No. 93 ‘‘yes’’—Congratulating Wil-
lard S. Boyle and George E. Smith for being 
awarded the Nobel Prize in physics. 

Rollcall No. 94 ‘‘yes’’—Honoring John E. 
Warnock, Charles M. Geschke, Forrest M. 
Bird, Esther Sans Takeuchi, and IBM Corpora-
tion for receiving the 2008 National Medal of 
Technology and Innovation. 

HONORING ED GOTTHARDT 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 10, 2010 

Mr. CUELLAR. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the contributions of the late Ed 
Gotthardt, former Mayor of Seguin, Texas. 
Mayor Gotthardt served the community 
through his distinguished business career and 
great service as mayor for two terms in 
Seguin, Texas. 

Mayor Gotthardt was born on January 1929 
in Galle, Texas and passed away of natural 
causes February 2010 in New Braunfels, 
Texas. His accomplished lifetime as a busi-
nessman and mayor stemmed from his hum-
ble beginnings. His childhood was spent on a 
farm in Galle in a town between Seguin and 
San Marcos where he learned about produce. 
He received his education in the public 
schools of Guadalupe County, where he grad-
uated from high school. At the age of twenty- 
one, the late Gotthardt was hired as a produce 
worker at a local grocery store. With a twelfth 
grade education, he rose through the ranks to 
store manager, unit director, to the corporate 
office as a buyer and then as Vice President 
of Produce Marketing. In the 1980s, he retired 
having lived during his career throughout the 
area in Seguin, San Antonio, and Corpus 
Christi. The late Gotthardt had a thirty-seven 
year career in the grocery business before 
serving two three-year terms as Mayor. After 
his retirement, he later served as President of 
the H-E-B grocery store retirees’ organization. 

In 1990, Gotthardt announced that he 
planned to run for mayor of Seguin. He had 
not previously held any position in public of-
fice, but his involvement with the community 
and commitment to the people of Seguin 
aided to his election. His re-election was with-
out opposition, serving as mayor until 1996. 
During his time in office, Mayor Gotthardt con-
tributed to the city by ensuring that the 
Sebastopol State Historical Park in Seguin 
was renovated and dedicated much of his 
work for those who served their country in the 
military. lie worked on the Veterans Memorial 
at the Guadalupe County Courthouse exten-
sively. The late Mayor Gotthardt was recog-
nized for his tireless efforts to ensure the com-
munity and people were provided the services 
needed. 

Along with his business career and terms as 
Mayor of Seguin, the late Gotthardt was a 
member of Seguin Masonic Lodge AF&AM 
109, Alzafar Shrine, Elks Lodge 1229, Order 
of the Eastern Star Chapter 555, the Seguin 
Chamber of Commerce, the Seguin Rotary 
Club and the Comal County Seniors Center. 
His leisure time was spent with the Seguin 
Chamber of Commerce, senior center, and 
with his family. 

Madam Speaker, I am honored to have had 
this time to recognize the late Ed Gotthardt, 
former Mayor of Seguin, Texas on his con-
tributions to the community. 

HONORING MS. ERIN CONATON 

HON. IKE SKELTON 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 10, 2010 

Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
pay tribute to Ms. Erin Conaton, the Majority 
Staff Director of the House Armed Services 
Committee, who leaves our staff today to be-
come the new Under Secretary of the Air 
Force. 

Madam Speaker, this is a bittersweet mo-
ment for me. I have come to depend upon 
Erin Conaton as a trusted advisor and friend 
since she joined the House Armed Services 
Committee staff in 2001. Seldom does one 
person have the combination of talent, good 
judgment, knowledge, devotion to duty, com-
mon sense, and, as we say in Missouri, ‘‘good 
get along,’’ but Erin is blessed with all of these 
qualities. And while I am not happy about los-
ing her to the Pentagon and no longer working 
with her on a daily basis, I know that our 
country will not just be in good hands, but bet-
ter hands, with Erin as Under Secretary of the 
Air Force. 

Erin has an impressive academic and pro-
fessional background. She holds a bachelor’s 
degree from Georgetown University’s School 
of Foreign Service and a master’s degree from 
the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at 
Tufts University. Before becoming a Congres-
sional staffer, Erin was highly recommended 
to me as a result of her outstanding work as 
the Research Staff Director for the U.S. Com-
mission on National Security/21st Century, 
also known as the Hart-Rudman Commission. 

Erin joined the House Armed Services Com-
mittee staff in 2001, serving as a Professional 
Staff Member covering a range of defense pol-
icy issues. In 2005, she became the commit-
tee’s Minority Staff Director. And at the start of 
the 110th Congress in 2007, Erin assumed the 
post of Majority Staff Director, serving all of 
the members of our committee and overseeing 
the committee’s 70-person staff. She has run 
the House Armed Services Committee as well 
as anyone in my 33 years in Congress. 

In the nine years that I have had the privi-
lege to know and work closely with Erin, she 
has consistently demonstrated her leadership 
ability, mastery of national security issues, and 
dedication to our men and women in uniform. 
Erin’s work ethic is unparalleled, but more im-
portantly, she has a rare gift for getting along 
with people. Despite the demands of working 
on Capitol Hill, Erin is unflappable and ap-
proaches every challenge with a level head, 
whether working with Members of Congress, 
Congressional staff, or Administration officials. 

I am delighted that the Obama Administra-
tion recognized that Erin Conaton would be an 
excellent nominee for the next Under Sec-
retary of the Air Force. I can’t brag on her 
enough, and I am pleased that the other body 
confirmed her nomination last week. I know 
Erin will make us proud as she continues her 
career in public service with the Department of 
the Air Force, and I wish her all the best as 
she takes on this new challenge. 
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