E1092

recently high gas prices have posed new chal-
lenges; the Fish and Wildlife Service failed
to take these factors into account in its pro-
posal to grant endangered species status to
the dunes sagebrush lizard in southeastern
New Mexico and adjacent oil-producing areas
of West Texas; and

Whereas, In addition, the service has failed
to consider that approximately 75,000 acres
identified as habitat for the lizard are owned
and managed by The University of Texas for
the benefit of higher education; university
officials have estimated that the listing
could stop the drilling of approximately 1,000
oil and gas wells and eliminate the produc-
tion of seven million barrels of oil equivalent
annually; and

Whereas, The Texas Legislature and the
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department have
traditionally recognized the private land-
owner as the primary steward of our state’s
natural resources, but the Fish and Wildlife
Service has not adequately consulted with
the State of Texas, Texas landowners, or
other stakeholders; moreover, the service
has failed to fully consider issues unique to
species protection and habitat conservation
in Texas; and

Whereas, Listing the dunes sagebrush liz-
ard as an endangered species would inflict se-
vere economic damage, harm property own-
ers, and undermine higher education in the
Lone Star State; Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the house of representatives
of the 82nd Texas Legislature hereby respect-
fully urge the United States Fish and Wild-
life Service to withdraw its proposal to list
the dunes sagebrush lizard under the Endan-
gered Species Act of 1973; and, be it further

Resolved, That the house of representatives
direct the agencies of the State of Texas to
cooperate with the efforts of the Texas En-
dangered Species Task Force to investigate
the scientific basis of the proposed listing
and the potential burdens on private prop-
erty rights and economic development in the
state; and, be it further

Resolved, That the chief clerk of the Texas
House of Representatives forward official
copies of this resolution to the president of
the United States, the acting director of the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the president
of the Senate and the speaker of the House of
Representatives of the United States Con-
gress, and all the members of the Texas dele-
gation to Congress with the request that this
resolution be entered in the Congressional
Record as a memorial to the Congress of the
United States of America.

JOE STRAUS,
Speaker of the House.

I certify that H.R. No. 1955 was adopted by
the House on May 25, 2011, by a non-record
vote.

ROBERT HANEY,
Chief Clerk of the House.

TRIBUTE TO WILLIAM T. NOONAN

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 14, 2011

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to a public servant who has dedi-
cated most of his career to making my home-
town a better place. William T. Noonan, known
to his friends as Bill, has served for the last 21
years as the Administrator of Sumter County,
South Carolina. That 21-year tenure has
earned him the distinction of being the longest
serving Administrator in Sumter County’s his-
tory.
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A native of Silver Spring, Maryland, Bill re-
ceived his bachelor's degree from Furman
University in Greenville, South Carolina in
1963 and a master’s degree from Appalachian
State University in Boone, North Carolina, in
1970.

Following a 15-year career in education,
serving as a teacher, coach and administrator,
Bill joined the management team at Campbell
Soup Company, Sumter Plant, as its Human
Resources Director in 1978. He held that posi-
tion until 1985, when he was promoted to Re-
gional Risk Manager, Southern Division (six
plants in GA, SC, NC, and MD). Following a
12-year career and the restructuring of Camp-
bell’s Poultry Division, he accepted the posi-
tion of Chief Administrative Officer for Sumter
County rather than relocating his family to
Campbell’'s headquarters in Camden, New
Jersey.

Bil's involvement in community organiza-
tions has included the Greater Sumter Cham-
ber of Commerce, the United Way of Sumter,
Clarendon and Lee Counties (Board of Direc-
tors/Past President), the Governor’s Initiative
for Work Force Excellence, Leadership South
Carolina, Leadership Sumter, and the South
Carolina Executive Leadership Program. He
served as a member of the Sumter School
District Seventeen Board of Trustees from
1984 to 1990. Throughout his career, Bill has
been selected by his peers to numerous posi-
tions of distinction and honor. Currently, he
serves as Secretary for the Board of Directors
for the South Carolina Association of Coun-
ties, and is a Trustee of the South Carolina
Association of Counties Workers’ Compensa-
tion and Liability Trust Funds. Bill is a past
President of the South Carolina Association of
Counties Managers, Administrators, and Su-
pervisors Association.

Bill is married to the former Sandy Andrews
of Sumter. Together they have four children
and five grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you and my colleagues
to join me in applauding the wonderful work of
Bill Noonan. He has been a leader in Sumter
County for his entire career and is a vital part
of this vibrant community. | wish him well in
his future endeavors and thank him for his
dedication to Sumter County.

————

CONGRATULATING ARIZONA
STATE UNIVERSITY'S WOMEN’S
SOFTBALL TEAM, WINNER OF
THE NCAA 2011 NATIONAL CHAM-
PIONSHIP

HON. ED PASTOR

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 14, 2011

Mr. PASTOR of Arizona. Mr. Speaker, | ask
my colleagues to join me in congratulating Ari-
zona State University’s (ASU) women’s soft-
ball team in winning the NCAA 2011 cham-
pionship title. The Sun Devils swept the Uni-
versity of Florida Gators on June 7, 2011 in a
best-of-three series, winning the final game by
a score of 7-2. This accomplishment marks
the Sun Devil's second national championship
in four seasons, placing them among an elite
group of just four teams who have won mul-
tiple NCAA titles in softball, with ASU also
winning the title in 2008.

The team’s success is undoubtedly attrib-
uted to the extraordinary leadership of Head
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Coach Clint Myers, the hard work and dedica-
tion of the players, and the efforts of sup-
porting staff and loyal fans alike. Especially
impressive was the stellar performance of
freshman Dallas Escobedo and senior Kaylyn
Castillo. Their teamwork and close collabora-
tion was integral in leading ASU to victory.
Escobedo won her 19th consecutive decision
while becoming the first freshman pitcher to
be credited with a national championship since
1990. Castillo’'s strong defensive stance as
catcher, her ability to guide and mentor
Escobedo, and her impressive .429 average
also greatly contributed to the team’s cham-
pionship win.

Additionally notable, in seven seasons of
the best-of-three championship series format,
no winning team has compiled a larger cumu-
lative margin of victory than ASU’s 15 runs,
and in this past season alone, the Sun Devils
won 23 of 24 games and recorded a perfect
10-game winning streak in the tournament.

| want to congratulate Head Coach Clint
Myers, Assistant Coach Chuck D’Arcy, Asso-
ciate Head Coach Robert Wagner, and all the
players on the championship team: Nikole
Afusia, Lucy Aubrecht, Hillary Bach, Katelyn
Boyd, Kaylyn Castillo, Krista Donnenwirth,
Jessica Donovan, Lindsey Edgerton, Dallas
Escobedo, Lacy Goodman, Talor Haro, Alix
Johnson, Breanna Kaye, Kayla Ketchum,
Annie Lockwood, Dani Rae Lougheed,
Michelle Nulliner, Sam Parlich, Mackenzie
Popescue, Sarah Rice, Lesley Rogers, Mary
Spiel, Mandy Urfer, Bailey Wigness, and
Christina Zambrana.

In considering all of these achievements, |
ask that you join me in recognizing Arizona
State University’s softball team in winning the
NCAA 2011 championship title.

———

THE ANNIVERSARY OF FLAG DAY
AND THE FOUNDING OF HART-
FORD, CONNECTICUT

HON. JOHN B. LARSON

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 14, 2011

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, it
is with a heartfelt sense of patriotism that |
rise to celebrate the 150th anniversary of Flag
Day, as well as the 375th anniversary of Hart-
ford, Connecticut.

The concept of “Flag Day” actually origi-
nated in Hartford. Just before the outbreak of
the Civil War in 1861, Hartford resident
George Morris imagined Flag Day as an op-
portunity to promote the idea of a strong union
in the face of a looming conflict. Later that
year the Hartford Daily Courant newspaper
endorsed Morris’ idea, and in 1862 the Gen-
eral Assembly in Hartford made Connecticut
the first State to recognize June 14th as Flag
Day.

'the great city of Hartford was founded 375
years ago by Reverend Thomas Hooker and
has played an instrumental role in our Nation’s
history throughout the years. Whether it was
laying the foundation for the United States
Constitution or being the home to distin-
guished citizens such as Mark Twain, Harriet
Beecher Stowe, and Sam Colt, Hartford’s his-
tory has forever been interwoven with that of
our great country.

Given that the City of Hartford has played
such a historic role in shaping the United
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States, it is no surprise that the idea of Flag
Day originated there.

———

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION AND
VETERANS AFFAIRS AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2012

SPEECH OF

HON. MAZIE K. HIRONO

OF HAWAII
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 2, 2011

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2055) making ap-
propriations for military construction, the
Department of Veterans Affairs, and related
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2012, and for other purposes:

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. Chair, | rise in support of
H.R. 2055, the Military Construction-Veterans
Affairs Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year
2012. This bipartisan bill passed the Appro-
priations Committee by unanimous voice vote,
and | urge my colleagues to support it on the
House floor today.

To support those who have put their lives
on the line for our country, this bill provides
disability payments, pensions, survivors’ bene-
fits, and education benefits under the Post-9/
11 G.I. Bill.

The ward in Iraq and Afghanistan have
taken a major toll on our brave men and
women in uniform. We must take care of our
veterans’ mental and physical health needs as
they return home and transition to civilian life.

Today’s bill provides $129.7 billion for the
Veterans Affairs Department for Fiscal Year
2012. The Veterans Health Administration
serves over 4 million patients. Continuing the
practice the Democratic Congress started in
2009, the bill provides advance appropriations
for VA medical accounts for both the next and
the following fiscal years. Our veterans de-
serve the certainty of knowing there will be
enough funds, in advance, for the care they
have earned and deserve.

Of the more than 50,000 veterans in my dis-
trict—rural Oahu and the Neighbor Islands—
many live in rural areas. The veterans | have
met with cite difficulty in getting to medical
care in Honolulu from the Neighbor Islands, as
well as not enough services on their own is-
lands. Today’s bill includes $250 million for in-
novations to improve health care assess for
rural veterans. These include providing VA
outpatient care through community-based out-
patient clinics and completing a feasibility
study on mobile health services, home-based
care, and telemedicine.

Today’s bill also provides $11.5 billion for
military construction, a 4 percent increase over
current levels. Hawaii has many military
bases, and this bill will support the construc-
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tion of housing and other facilities on our
bases, sending a positive ripple effect through-
out Hawaii’'s economy.

Today | am voting for the LaTourette
amendment on Project Labor Agreements.
This amendment would restore President
Obama’s executive order encouraging Federal
agencies to consider requiring Project Labor
Agreements for construction contracts. Project
Labor Agreements are short-term agreements
for the length of a project that can reduce
projects’ costs and duration. Project Labor
Agreements strengthen project quality by help-
ing the Federal Government specify the
project requirements in advance. This is the
third time this year that this Congress has
tried to undermine Project Labor Agreements.
Fortunately, amendments to preserve Project
Labor Agreements passed the last two times;
| hope the LaTourette amendment will also
pass.

| am opposing the Amash amendment that
would try yet again to eliminate Davis-Bacon
prevailing wage protections. This is yet an-
other attack on working families. The Davis-
Bacon Act prevents contractors from driving
down wages and benefits in an area. Amend-
ments to eliminate Davis-Bacon protections
have failed again and again this year, and |
hope the Amash amendment will meet the
same fate.

Overall, the underlying bill supports our vet-
erans and military construction in Hawaii, and
| urge my colleagues to support it.

OMARSKA
HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 14, 2011

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker,
some of us in this chamber today were here
20 years ago when the conflicts associated
with Yugoslavia’s demise began, and we
heard the reports of horrible atrocities as they
were taking place. | followed the situation
closely as a member of the Helsinki Commis-
sion, which | chair today. The names of many
of the villages, towns and even cities men-
tioned were new to our ears then, but they
have since been etched into our minds and
hearts by the savage acts that were com-
mitted in or near them.

One such place is Omarska, in northwestern
Bosnia near Prijedor. We first heard of it in the
summer of 1992. That is when Roy Gutman,
a foreign correspondent working for Newsday,
reported on the existence, at a mining com-
plex, of a camp run by Bosnian Serb militants
that held several thousand non-Serb pris-
oners, primarily Bosniaks but also Croats.
Based on the later reports of the detainees
who survived their ordeal at Omarska, Gutman
called it a “death camp” and reported on the
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appalling conditions and the rape, torture and
execution of detainees there as well as at
other camps in the vicinity. International re-
porting, especially by British journalists Ed
Vulliamy, Penny Marshall and lan Williams,
exposed the horrors of Omarska and ulti-
mately forced the camp to close.

Before Omarska, Mr. Speaker, many com-
mentators on the Balkan conflicts which began
in Slovenia and Croatia before moving to Bos-
nia tried to explain away an unpleasant but al-
legedly unavoidable and manageable reality.

After Omarska, it became clear to many
people that, in Bosnia, we were dealing with
evil on such a scale that can neither be ex-
plained away nor ignored. Eventually, the
internationally community organized an inter-
national tribunal to prosecute war crimes,
crimes against humanity and genocide in the
former Yugoslavia. The tribunal convicted sev-
eral of the camp guards, commandants and
associated others for crimes committed at
Omarska.

In late May, Omarska survivors and families
of victims were able to gather at the site of the
camp, both to remember and to remind. They
were joined by senior Bosnian officials, rep-
resentatives of the international community in-
cluding the US Embassy, and supportive non-
governmental organizations from Serbia. The
survivors, however, want an appropriate me-
morial that would protect the site and to which
there could be public access not just for one
day, but regularly throughout the year. As
those gathered in Omarska themselves de-
clared, “we deem that the sufferings of civil-
ians in Omarska concentration camp, as well
as in other concentration camps formed during
the wars in the Nineties, must be honorably
commemorated so as to become part of public
memory, on the path towards establishment of
the co-habitation in the areas of the former
Yugoslavia.”

The horrors that took place at Omarska and
their lasting impact on Bosnian society cer-
tainly warrant such a memorial. It would pro-
vides some closure to victims, and it would
counter those who are still unwilling to ac-
knowledge the horrific crimes that, in undeni-
able fact, were committed there in 1992. It
would also serve as a lasting reminder to us
all. If atrocites on the scale of those at the
Omarska camp are not appropriately remem-
bered, they are more likely to be repeated, in
some other distant town or village presently
unknown to us. That is why we have these
memorials: in the hope we will never forget
nor ever allow such crimes to be repeated.

As the Chairman of the Bosnian Caucus, |
encourage the present owners of the mining
complex to permit and support the establish-
ment of a permanent memorial at Omarska. |
bring this issue to the attention of my col-
leagues in the hope they can join me in this
call.
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