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CONGRATULATING FORMER STATE
SENATOR WALTER JOHN
CHILSEN ON HIS MANY YEARS
OF SERVICE TO THE CITIZENS
OF THE STATE OF WISCONSIN

HON. SEAN P. DUFFY

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 3, 2011

Mr. DUFFY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
offer congratulations to former State Senator
Walter John Chilsen on his many years of
service to the citizens of the State of Wis-
consin.

Walter John is a World War |l veteran, serv-
ing as a B-24 navigator in the Pacific. He
graduated from Lawrence University in Apple-
ton, Wisconsin, in 1949, and began his career
in radio and television broadcasting at WLIN
radio in Merrill, Wisconsin.

In 1954 he moved to WSAU radio in
Wausau and was the first News Director and
Anchor for WSAU-TV when it signed—on the
air in October of 1954. Often referred to as
“the Walter Cronkite of the North,” Walter
John was inducted into the Wisconsin Broad-
casters Association Hall of Fame in 2005.
Walter John was elected to the Wisconsin
State Senate in 1966 and served until his re-
tirement in 1990.

During his time in the Wisconsin State Leg-
islature, he established a reputation for his
commonsense approach to public policy and
for always acting in the best interest of his
constituents. He was recognized as a leader
by his colleagues, serving as Majority Caucus
Secretary, Assistant Minority Leader and, ulti-
mately, Minority Leader. Walter John has re-
mained politically active since his retirement
from the Legislature, serving on the Town of
Weston Board of Supervisors. In many ways,
Walter John has been and continues to be the
political conscience of the Wausau area.

Again, Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to recog-
nize the many contributions former State Sen-
ator Walter John Chilsen has made on behalf
of his fellow citizens, and | ask my colleagues
to join me in offering him our best wishes.

——————

KATE PUZEY PEACE CORPS VOL-
UNTEER PROTECTION ACT OF
2011

SPEECH OF

HON. NIKI TSONGAS

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 1, 2011

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
avoidably detained attending a funeral on No-
vember 1, 2011 and was unable to cast a vote
for the Kate Puzey Peace Corps Volunteer
Protection Act, a bill which | strongly endorse.
Had | been present, | would have voted for it
on rollcall Vote 817.

| strongly support the Peace Corps program.
My late husband Paul Tsongas served as a

Peace Corps volunteer in Ethiopia from 1962—
1964, and as Peace Corps Country Director in
the West Indies in 1967 and 1968. He went on
to become the first former Peace Corps volun-
teer to be elected to the U.S. Senate. Our
daughter Ashley served as a Peace Corps vol-
unteer in Madagascar.

Peace Corps volunteers brave many chal-
lenges during their service. That is why | was
proud to be an early supporter of the Kate
Puzey Peace Corps Volunteer Protection Act,
which strengthens the Peace Corps and en-
sures that volunteers have the support and re-
sources they need. Volunteers deserve to be
treated with dignity, empowerment, and re-
spect in the event that they are a victim of a
crime like sexual assault. And, addressing
these challenges will strengthen the Peace
Corps as an institution and make it a program
in which more Americans will want to partici-
pate.

One of the challenges when confronting this
crime is that victims of sexual assault often
face blame for their victimization. This is one
of very few crimes, if not the only crime,
where a victim’s intentions and actions are
scrutinized and questioned following an as-
sault. To address this, the Kate Puzey Peace
Corps Volunteer Protection Act requires the
Peace Corps to create a sexual assault re-
sponse team and guarantees that victims have
access to a Victim Advocate. It further re-
quires that volunteers be fully informed of their
rights to file a report, for treatment, for a foren-
sic evidence examination, for emergency
health treatment, and for legal representation.
The Peace Corps has already acted
proactively to address many of these issues.
This Act further codifies these reforms.

We owe a great debt to anyone who is
harmed while serving our country. We may
never be able to eradicate crimes in other
countries where our volunteers work, but we
can change the way our institutions respond to
them. These improvements will strengthen the
Peace Corps and guarantee its success for
years to come.

———

IN HONOR OF THE RIVERDALE
COMMUNITY CENTER

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 3, 2011

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, neighborhoods
become true communities when people band
together for their common good. In Riverdale
this happened when the Riverdale Community
Center, a non-profit, grass roots, multi-cultural,
multi-service agency was founded in 1972 by
the Parents’ Association and principal of MS/
HS 141, Riverdale Kingsbridge Academy, the
school where it is located.

Since then the RCC has provided cultural,
recreational, academic and developmental ac-
tivities for area residents and students with
many youth programs provided at no cost

through the generosity of state and city gov-
ernment agencies, private foundations, indi-
vidual donors and elected officials. Each year,
more than 1,000 children, teens, adults and
seniors enjoy activities at the Center.

Among the programs offered are an adult
and youth education center with classes in
wellness, languages, life skills, leisure activi-
ties, and arts and music among many others;
after school programs for middle schools, in-
cluding a comprehensive, holistic program that
focuses on the whole child and assists young
people in developing a sense of competence,
usefulness, belonging, and empowerment; and
for high school they have programs designed
to help teens stay in school and on track to-
wards graduation; a teen theater, teen action
programs offering young people the oppor-
tunity to make a difference in their school and
their community; and a career readiness work-
shop teaching valuable life skills that help stu-
dents identify careers interests.

RCC’s primary mission today is the same as
when it was founded: To provide within the
community cultural, recreational, and develop-
mental activities and entertainment, instruc-
tion, athletics, sports and other wholesome ac-
tivities for children and adults, under super-
vision and guidance in order to aide and main-
tain the physical and mental health of the peo-
ple in the community, as a basis and prevent-
ative means of combating delinquency and as
a means of bringing people together under
proper supervision in appropriate  sur-
roundings.

The RCC is hugely successful in fulfilling its
mission by contributing so much for so long to
the community. | enthusiastically join in con-
gratulating this fine organization on its fortieth
anniversary for the many and varied contribu-
tions it has made to the community, and wish
it many more years of success.

—————

IN HONOR OF WARREN EJIMA,
TOM FUJIMOTO, ASA HANAMOTO,
MAS HASHIMOTO, HIROSHI ITO,
THOMAS SAKAMOTO, AND
MARVIN IRATSU

HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 3, 2011

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize Warren Ejima, Tom Fujimoto, Asa
Hanamoto, Mas Hashimoto, Hiroshi Ito, Thom-
as Sakamoto, and Marvin Iratsu for their cou-
rageous service to our nation during World
War Il as part of the Military Intelligence Serv-
ice, MIS.

Established on November 1, 1941, MIS
graduated 6,000 service members during
World War Il to provide critical Japanese lan-
guage capabilities to the American military.
These brave servicemen and women provided
translation, interpretation and code breaking
services in the essential Pacific Theater, which
contributed significantly to our nation’s victory.
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Primarily comprised of Nisei, second-gen-
eration Japanese-Americans who faced crush-
ing prejudice and discrimination in the United
States at the same time many of their family
members were serving their country; this ex-
ceptional group has received honors and com-
mendations of the highest level. In 2000, the
Military Intelligence Service received the Presi-
dential Unit Citation, the highest possible
honor for a military unit, and in 2010 the 6,000
graduates of the MIS were awarded the Con-
gressional Gold Medal, the highest civilian
award given in this country. The Gold Medal
ceremony conferring this honor was held this
week in the U.S. Capitol and was attended by
many of these courageous men. At the end of
the war, General Charles Willoughby, Chief of
Staff for Military Intelligence under General
MacArthur, said that “The Nisei shortened the
Pacific War by two years and saved possibly
a million American lives and saved probably
billions of dollars” during the conflict.

Initially run out of an airplane hangar on
Crissy Field in San Francisco, the Military In-
telligence Service was forced to relocate to
Camp Savage in Minnesota in 1942 after
President Roosevelt ordered the relocation of
Japanese on the West Coast into internment
camps. The language school continued to
grow rapidly from its base at Camp Savage,
and by 1944 had moved again, to Fort
Snelling in St. Paul, to accommodate its in-
creasing enrollment. After the war ended the
MIS moved to the Presidio in Monterey, Cali-
fornia, where it continued to provide essential
language services to the Department of De-
fense.

By the 1970s the Military Intelligence Serv-
ice’s name had been changed to the Defense
Language Institute, and all of the Department
of Defense language programs were consoli-
dated to the Monterey location. From there the
program grew into the Defense Language In-
stitute Foreign Language Center, which cele-
brates its 70th anniversary on November 5,
2011 with a ball in Monterey.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to be paying
tribute to this outstanding group of Japanese
Americans who selflessly served our nation
during World War Il. | know | speak for the en-
tire House of Representatives in honoring
these heroes.

——————

COMMEMORATING 25TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE BARBARA SI-
NATRA CHILDREN’S CENTER

HON. MARY BONO MACK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 3, 2011

Mrs. BONO MACK. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to a truly remarkable
woman and dear friend, Mrs. Barbara Sinatra;
and to celebrate the enduring legacy of one of
her greatest achievements: The Barbara Si-
natra Children’s Center in Rancho Mirage,
California.

One of the Coachella Valley’s—and indeed
the world’'s—most revered couples, Frank and
Barbara Sinatra founded the Children’s Center
at the Eisenhower Medical Center in 1986,
and this year the Center celebrates its 25th
anniversary. On behalf of the people of the
45th Congressional District, | extend my most
heartfelt congratulations on this momentous
occasion.
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Barbara Sinatra is beloved in our community
for her caring and personal nature. Well
known as someone who is just as comfortable
running errands around town or attending
charity galas with celebrity friends, Barbara Si-
natra is a community treasure, and | am privi-
leged to have this opportunity to call attention
to one of the great women of our time and her
signature cause.

Dedicated to improving the health and
wellness of children who have suffered from
child abuse and neglect or who are consid-
ered at risk, the Barbara Sinatra Center
serves today as a shining example for the rest
of the world to follow. The Center exists to
benefit children of all walks of life, but the ma-
jority of those served are the ones who are
most in need due to either their economic or
family circumstances. By their own estimates,
more than 86% of the children who benefit
from the Center’s services are below the fed-
eral poverty line. Having established the pop-
ular “Bosley the Bear” method of abuse edu-
cation for young children, the Center is well
regarded for its innovative approach to em-
powering kids to recognize dangerous situa-
tions and learn how to protect themselves.

Barbara Sinatra earned respect throughout
the world for her commitment to ending abuse
of our society’s most vulnerable members. As
the spouse of one of the world’s most famous
entertainers, Barbara Sinatra used her consid-
erable talents to help children in need and has
literally devoted her life to this critically impor-
tant mission. Her work has been praised as
groundbreaking and effective, and the Center
enjoys remarkable support from the commu-
nity and the families it has assisted over the
more than two decades it has been in oper-
ation.

The list of philanthropists and abuse profes-
sionals who sing the praises of the Barbara
Sinatra Children’s Center is long and illus-
trious. At the 25th Anniversary Gala being
celebrated this month, two such supporters
will be recognized for their contributions to the
Center—co-founders Helene Galen and Nelda
Linsk.

Helene Galen is widely recognized as a
leader in the philanthropic community, and a
driving force behind countless worthwhile and
charitable causes. Her support as a co-found-
er and President of the Children’s Center
Board of Directors has been invaluable and
provides the Center with organizational and
fundraising guidance that only someone of
Galen’s stature and expertise could impart.

Well respected in the desert community for

her business acumen and commitment to
helping others, Nelda Linsk has also been
there from the beginning. Ms. Linsk joined
Barbara Sinatra in recognizing the need for
building self-esteem among victims of abuse,
and her passion for helping others by sharing
from her personal experience and her gen-
erous financial support helped make the dif-
ference in the evolution of the center from a
local resource to a world-class treatment facil-
ity.
yOf course, none of this would have been
possible without the drive, determination and
devotion of Barbara Sinatra. Before Barbara
Sinatra, Helene Galen and Nelda Linsk estab-
lished the Children’s Center, child abuse was
rarely discussed and there was little under-
standing of the causes and means to prevent
this devastating behavior.

The lives of countless families, most impor-
tantly the children themselves, have been for-
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ever altered due to the tireless commitment
and generous contributions made by these
caring and unselfish women. Under Barbara
Sinatra’s leadership, the Center has made a
difference in our community and throughout
the world. No longer is child abuse discussed
only in hushed conversations and hidden from
the light of day, due largely to their
groundbreaking work, new treatments and
strategies are being developed that will hope-
fully reduce this most heinous form of abuse.

| am deeply honored not only to call Bar-
bara, Helene and Nelda my friends, but also
to serve as their representative in Congress
and to have this opportunity to call attention to
their great work and the Center’'s ongoing mis-
sion.

Mr. Speaker, | ask all Members to join me
in recognizing Barbara Sinatra Children’s Cen-
ter on the occasion of its 25th anniversary,
and wishing Mrs. Sinatra and the Center an-
other 25 years of service to these most vulner-
able members of our community.

——

ECKERD COLLEGE SEARCH AND
RESCUE TEAM CELEBRATES 40
YEARS OF OUTSTANDING SERV-
ICE

HON. C.W. BILL YOUNG

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 3, 2011

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
to recognize the 40th Anniversary of the
Eckerd College Search and Rescue (EC-
SAR) team, one of the most unique and suc-
cessful programs of its kind anywhere in our
nation.

It is a privilege for me to represent Eckerd
College and to have seen first hand the out-
standing work of the students, faculty and staff
who run the search and rescue program.
Eckerd is a beautiful small private waterfront
college with not only a tremendous academic
reputation but also one as a leader in water
sports and water activities.

The Search and Rescue Program was start-
ed by a group of students in 1971 to provide
safety services for the college’s water sports
activities. By 1977, the program had become
so successful and had attracted so much in-
terest that it expanded to provide routine and
emergency search and rescue services to the
Tampa Bay boating community. Since then,
the students; who are trained in technical res-
cue, boating safety, seamanship, searching,
fire fighting, de-watering, navigation, medical
response, and piloting rescue vessels; have
worked side by side with the United States
Coast Guard and a multitude of state and
local agencies to save lives and rescue
stranded boaters. In fact, the Eckerd Search
and Rescue team was one of the first units to
respond to a disastrous shipping accident in
1980 which destroyed one span of the mas-
sive Sunshine Skyway Bridge.

Mr. Speaker, the students and staff of
Eckerd College give back to our community
many times over through this superb program.
They receive and respond to more than 500
calls per year and throughout the program’s
history have handled over 15,000 calls for as-
sistance. This weekend, many of the pro-
gram’s organizers and volunteers from the
past 40 years will gather to celebrate the his-
tory and accomplishments of this unique and
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valuable program. It is my hope that my col-
leagues in the House will join me in saying
thank you to all those who have been a part
of the Eckerd College Search and Rescue
program for a job well done.

—

TRIBUTE TO HOWARD WOLPE
HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 3, 2011

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, today | pay tribute to the life of
one of my House colleagues, Howard Wolpe.
Congressman Wolpe was a former chair of the
U.S. House of Representatives Africa Sub-
committee and senior adviser for Africa to two
Democratic presidents, who died last week at
his home in Saugatuck, Michigan.

Congressman Wolpe, who represented
Michigan in Congress from 1979-1992, was a
leading anti-apartheid campaigner and advo-
cate for Africa. As Subcommittee chair for 10
years, he sponsored the Comprehensive Anti-
apartheid Act of 1986, which imposed sanc-
tions against South Africa, and passed despite
President Ronald Reagan’s veto. Congress-
man Wolpe also spearheaded a comprehen-
sive overhaul of American assistance to Afri-
ca, winning passage of the African Famine
Recovery and Development Act and creating
the African Development Foundation.

Congressman Wolpe also served as Presi-
dent Bill Clinton’s special envoy to Africa’s
Great Lakes Region. He helped mediate an
end to conflicts in Burundi and the Democratic
Republic of the Congo, which killed and up-
rooted large numbers of civilians. He served
as director of the Africa Program at the Wood-
row Wilson International Center for Scholars
and returned to government service as special
adviser to President Barrack Obama.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to join
me in paying tribute to Congressman Wolpe.
| appreciate his dedication to this nation and
to the peace in Africa. He will truly be missed.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JAMES B. RENACCI

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, November 3, 2011

Mr. RENACCI. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No.
817, due to flight cancelation and subsequent
delay traveling to Washington from my District,
| was unable to vote. Had | been present, |
would have voted “yea.”

——————

CONGRATULATIONS PRESIDENT-
ELECT ROSEN PLEVNELIEV

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 3, 2011

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, | am grateful to congratulate President-
Elect Rosen Plevneliev who was declared the
winner of Bulgaria’s presidential election on
Monday in an outcome that now gives his

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

party control over all major government posts
and will bolster its push for painful economic
reforms, according to The Washington Exam-
iner.

President-Elect Plevneliev won Sunday’s
contest with 52.56 percent of the vote, accord-
ing to the Central Election Commission in its
final tally. It said the turnout was 48 percent.

Most of the power in the Balkan country of
7.4 million people rests with Prime Minister
Boiko Borisov and Parliament, but the presi-
dent leads the armed forces and can veto leg-
islation and sign international treaties. He also
names ambassadors and the heads of the in-
telligence and security services.

The governing GERB party now controls
Bulgaria’s top two executive positions and
Parliament.

President-Elect Plevneliev, 47, is a former
entrepreneur who has been lauded for push-
ing through several large-scale infrastructure
projects as regional development minister. He
has been a member of the board of directors
of the American Chamber of Commerce
(AmCham). He has pledged to reduce the
budget deficit and pursue business-friendly
policies. He also said he would do his best to
unite Bulgarians in pursuit of reforms in the ju-
dicial and health care systems, while diversi-
fying energy supplies and improving trade.

President-Elect Plevneliev will take office on
January 23. He will replace President Georgi
Parvanov, who was barred by law from seek-
ing re-election because he had served two
five-year terms.

The center-right GERB party also scored
victories in the run-off elections for local may-
ors in most of Bulgaria’s big cities, including in
the capital, Sofia.

Congratulations President-Elect Plevneliev
and best wishes for success in serving the
people of Bulgaria which is a valued partner of
America.

—————

SUPPORT OF H.R. 2940 AND H.R.
2930

HON. PHIL GINGREY

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 3, 2011

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today as a proud supporter of H.R. 2940,
the Access to Capital for Job Creators Act and
H.R. 2930, The Entrepreneur Access to Cap-
ital Act, both of which seek to help entre-
preneurs and small business owners access
the capital they need to start or expand their
business.

Providing entrepreneurs with the ability to
raise more capital will lead to further innova-
tion and a more favorable business model, for
small businessmen and women.

Mr. Speaker, the House has passed 15 jobs
bills—the ‘Forgotten Fifteen’ that are lan-
guishing in the Senate. With over 46 million
Americans living in poverty, we cannot afford
to wait any longer.

| urge my colleagues in the House and Sen-
ate to support these critical bills.
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NORTHERN ROCKIES ECOSYSTEM
PROTECTION ACT

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 3, 2011

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, today, along
with my friends RAUL GRIJALVA, EDWARD MAR-
KEY and 25 other Members, | am reintroducing
the Northern Rockies Ecosystem Protection
Act (NREPA), legislation that will protect one
of our nation’s greatest natural resources, the
Wild Rockies. With Americans vacationing
closer to home, our national parks have seen
an increase in visitors in the last few years—
a clear indication of America’s love for our wild
national treasures. We must do everything
possible to preserve our pristine wilderness
areas so they can be enjoyed by future gen-
erations. In addition, a healthy habitat helps to
create jobs including those related to restora-
tion, construction, engineering, recreation,
tourism, and retail.

NREPA uses sound science to protect the
health of whole ecosystems, including the ani-
mals that graze, the native plants and forests
that grow, and the watersheds that run
through the Northern Rockies. With that goal
in mind, this legislation will protect 23 million
acres by designating all of the inventoried
roadless areas in the Northern Rockies as wil-
derness, including wild and scenic rivers and
streams. The bill also includes a process for
States and tribal governments to negotiate a
management plan for migratory and biological
corridors. NREPA will safeguard only federal
public lands—lands owned by all Americans—
in Idaho, Montana, Wyoming, Oregon and
Washington, and does not affect private land-
owners. It also allows for historic uses such as
hunting, fishing and firewood gathering.

NREPA designations are based on ecologi-
cal and watershed features—not political
boundaries. As we all know, rivers don’t stay
within one Congressional District, animals
don’t know when they've crossed a political
boundary, and forests span millions of miles
with no regard for state-lines. | urge my col-
leagues to take this essential step toward pre-
serving precious wildlife habitat and whole
functioning ecosystems in the Wild Rockies.

————

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE AND LEG-
ACY OF EVANGELIST DELLA
MAE KING SUTTON

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 3, 2011

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to give honor to the life and
legacy of Evangelist Della Mae King Sutton of
Nesbit, Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, Evangelist
Sutton was an indomitable woman of God.
She devoted her life to empowering those
around her with the knowledge found both in
traditional school settings as well as within the
Christian church. Born July 20, 1941 in Desoto
County, Mississippi, Ms. Della was the first
born daughter to the late Turner King, Sr. and
the late Remell Bridgeforth King.

Ms. Sutton began her educational training at
Shiloh M.B. Church in Desoto County, Mis-
sissippi where her father was the instructor.




E1992

She later attended Hernando High School
which culminated at 8th grade. Ms. Sutton
graduated from Hernando High as class Val-
edictorian and went on to finish her secondary
education at Eastern High School in Olive
Branch, Mississippi. Finishing as Salutatorian
of her Eastern High class, Ms. Sutton decided
to further her education by enrolling in the
Mississippi Industrial College in Holly Springs,
Mississippi. It was during this time that she
met her life companion and husband, Mr.
Jesse Sutton, Jr. From their union came three
beautiful children who were raised and reared
by the same biblical principles and standards
Ms. Sutton and her husband had walked their
entire lives.

After completing studies at Mississippi In-
dustrial Ms. Sutton continued on to receive her
Master's of Science degree from Jackson
State University.

Ms. Della Mae believed in supporting efforts
which would produce nurturing environments
which fostered quality learning conditions for
children. She served as a dedicated educator
for more than thirty years in several learning
facilities throughout Mississippi. Some of them
included East Side High School in Olive
Branch, Mississippi; Oakley Training School in
Learned, Mississippi; Mendenhall Junior High
School in Mendenhall, Mississippi and
Northside Elementary School in Pearl, Mis-
sissippi from which she retired.

Throughout the years, Ms. Sutton has been
recognized on several occasions for her out-
standing works. The most notable was when
she was recognized by former Governor and
First Lady Ronnie Musgrove as one of the
Most Outstanding Women for the Each One-
Reach One Mother of the Year contest. She
served as Chairperson of the Elementary Lan-
guage Arts and was recognized for a host of
other social awareness and scholastic ad-
vancement achievements. Ms. Sutton was
also recognized by Who’'s Who Among Teach-
ers, Teacher of the Year and by the Jackson
District Association’s with their Living Legacy
Award.

Ms. Sutton was a civically engaged woman.
She was a member of the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference, a member of the Na-
tional Association for the Advancement of Col-
ored People, a member of “Keep Jackson
Beautiful”, an instructor of the Jackson District
Ministers’ Wives/Widows group and pas-
sionate supporter of the Mississippi Baptist
Seminary. She was an active member of the
General Missionary Baptist Convention and a
devote member of the New McRaven Hill Mis-
sionary Baptist Church where she served as
Sunday School teacher, Mother's Ministry
member, devotional leader for the Mission So-
ciety and Vacation Bible School teacher.

This spiritual steward for Christ lived a life of
both passion and purpose. She was an advo-
cate of education, a champion of civility and a
true lover of the Lord.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you and my fellow col-
leagues to join me in celebrating the life and
legacy of a true champion, Evangelist Della
Mae King Sutton.
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HONORING PROFESSOR DERRICK
BELL

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 3, 2011

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today with my colleague Congressman RAN-
GEL to honor the extraordinary life of Professor
Derrick Bell, a bold legal scholar, educator,
author, activist, veteran, husband, father,
brother, mentor and friend, Prof. Bell was a
preeminent intellectual and a fearless har-
binger of change. He was a man who inspired
many to advocate for civil rights, hiring equity
and judicial reform, and his stories of indi-
vidual protest will be a timeless call to action
for all who stand for justice. With his passing
on October 5, 2011 we look to Prof. Bell's
continued legacy and the outstanding quality
of his life’s work.

Derrick Albert Bell, Jr., was born to Derrick
Albert and Ada Elizabeth Childress Bell on
November 6, 1930 in Pittsburgh, Pennsyl-
vania. He graduated from Schenley High
School and became the first member of his
family to attend college, receiving his bach-
elor's degree in 1952 from Duquesne Univer-
sity. In 1957, after serving as an Air Force offi-
cer for two years, Prof. Bell earned his law de-
gree at the University of Pittsburgh Law
School, where he was the only African-Amer-
ican student.

With the recommendation of U.S. Associate
Attorney General William Rogers, Prof. Bell
took a position with the Civil Rights Division of
the U.S. Department of Justice, where he was
the only black staff member. When, in 1959,
the Department asked him to relinquish his
membership to the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP),
Prof. Bell resigned. This would be the first of
several high-profile resignations proffered in
protest of racial injustice. He soon joined the
NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund,
where he oversaw more than 300 school de-
segregation cases in Mississippi.

In the mid-1960s, Prof. Bell served as fac-
ulty and executive director of the University of
California’s Western Center on Law and Pov-
erty. In 1969, partially as a result of black stu-
dents’ protests for a minority faculty member,
Prof. Bell was recruited to teach at Harvard
University—where he shortly became the ivy
league school’s first black tenured professor.
He established new coursework and law re-
view articles dedicated to civil rights law, be-
came an invaluable mentor to students of
color and called on the university to improve
its minority hiring record. In 1973, he pub-
lished, “Race, Racism and American Law,” a
book that became a staple in law schools and
is now in its sixth edition.

In 1980 Prof. Bell left Harvard to become
one of the first African-American deans of a
non-historically black law school at the Univer-
sity of Oregon School of Law. However, he re-
signed five years later when the school did not
offer a position to an Asian American woman.
After returning to Harvard in 1986, he led a
five-day sit-in inside his office to protest the
school’s failure to grant tenure to two profes-
sors whose work involved critical race theory.
Moreover, in 1990 he took an unpaid leave of
absence, pledging not to return until Harvard
Law School asked a woman of color to join
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tenured faculty for the first time. (Eight years
later, Professor Lani Guinier achieved that
milestone.)

By the time the school refused to extend his
leave, Prof. Bell was already teaching at New
York University School of Law, where he con-
tinued to be a visiting professor until his pass-
ing. Professor Derrick Bell’s long legacy as a
pioneer of critical race theory and as an un-
wavering upholder of principles, earned him a
comparison by then Harvard law student
Barack Obama, as a civil rights hero akin to
Rosa Parks.

Today, California’s 9th Congressional Dis-
trict and New York’s 15th Congressional Dis-
trict salute and honor Professor Derrick Albert
Bell, Jr. He dedicated his life to challenging
academic paradigms and seeking justice for
the systemically marginalized. His legacy will
serve as a reminder that we must not be
afraid to ask critical questions and to defend
individual principles on behalf of future gen-
erations. We extend our deepest condolences
to Professor Bell’s family and to his extended
group of loved ones. He will be deeply
missed.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. MARIO DIAZBALART

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, November 3, 2011
Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall
No. 817, | was attending the funeral mass of

a family member and was unable to vote. Had
| been present, | would have voted “yea.”

THE STANDARD DATA ACT

HON. GEOFF DAVIS

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 3, 2011

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, today
| am joining with my colleague Mr. DOGGETT of
Texas, among others, to introduce the Stand-
ard Data and Technology Advancement Act,
or the “Standard DATA Act.” This legislation
will establish consistent requirements for the
electronic content and format of data used in
the administration of key human services pro-
grams authorized by the Social Security Act.

Human services programs serve overlap-
ping populations and should, from an informa-
tion technology standpoint, operate consist-
ently within and across programs. By begin-
ning the process of data standardization and
the use of common reporting mechanisms,
this bill will help achieve three goals: better
prevent and identify fraud and abuse; increase
the efficiency of administrative resources to
serve eligible beneficiaries; and produce pro-
gram savings for U.S. taxpayers.

The private sector is far ahead of the public
sector in its ability to use data efficiently to de-
tect patterns of misuse, such as when credit
cards are lost or stolen, and streamline
backend data processing to reduce manual
workloads. The public sector needs to review
and implement these same sorts of best prac-
tices to better improve the operation of public
benefit programs.

As Chairman of the Subcommittee on
Human Resources, | called a March 11, 2011
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hearing on the use of data matching to im-
prove customer service, increase program in-
tegrity, and achieve taxpayer savings. We re-
ceived testimony in support of consistent data
standards that are non-proprietary and pro-
mote the interoperability of data across var-
ious information technology platforms, includ-
ing the range of State legacy systems. The
hearing confirmed that not only are programs
within the Subcommittee’s jurisdiction in silos,
but so are the accompanying data.

Applying the provisions of the Standard
DATA Act across multiple programs will ad-
vance the longer-term goal of allowing data
both within and across all Federal assistance
programs to operate more efficiently—first by
establishing standard elements for individual
items of information, and second by defining,
in predictable ways, how those elements re-
late to one another. These standardization ac-
tivities will promote transparency, flexibility,
and consistency across various information
technology platforms established by Federal
and State agencies.

This bill continues the efforts begun in the
bipartisan, bicameral Child and Family Serv-
ices Extension and Enhancement Act of 2011,
which was our first effort at requiring a human
services program to implement standard data
elements and reporting. President Obama
signed that bill into law on September 30,
2011.

Improved data standards will help increase
the efficiency of data exchanges to use and
reuse data within and across programs. That
will allow States to automate the exchange of
claimant data on work and benefit receipt, re-
ducing delays and minimizing improper pay-
ments. It will also help to automate application
forms by pre-populating them with reliable and
verified data, which can reduce the manual
burden on staff and allow them more time to
engage beneficiaries, all while reducing error.
That's good for program beneficiaries and tax-
payers at the same time.

| thank my colleagues for co-sponsoring this
important legislation, starting with Mr. DOG-
GETT, the Ranking Member on the Human Re-
sources Subcommittee, as well as Mr. LEwIS
of Georgia, Mr. HERGER, Mr. NUNES, Mr.
TIBERI, Mr. REICHERT, Mr. BOUSTANY, Mr.
PRICE of Georgia, Ms. JENKINS, Mr. PAULSEN,
Mr. MARCHANT, Mr. BERG, Mrs. BLACK, and Mr.
REED.

| also want to thank Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform Committee Chairman ISSA and
the Technology, Information Policy, Intergov-
ernmental Relations and Procurement Reform
Subcommittee Chairman LANKFORD for co-
sponsoring this bill, as well as for their support
and leadership on the larger effort to improve
data reporting transparency.

| invite all Members to join us in supporting
this important legislation designed to improve
the integrity of the benefit programs millions of
Americans access today, and ensure that tax-
payer funds are properly spent.

————

INTRODUCING THE FOSTER
CHILDREN OPPORTUNITY ACT

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, November 3, 2011

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to in-
troduce legislation to ensure that thousands of
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abused and neglected immigrant children in
our foster care system have the opportunity to
overcome their abuse and become successful
adults.

Every year, hundreds and perhaps thou-
sands of abused and neglected children leave
the child welfare system and become illegal
immigrants through no fault of their own.
Under a law passed by Congress in 1990 im-
migrant foster youth are able to gain legal sta-
tus. This status, known as Special Immigrant
Juvenile Status (SIJS), is available if a child is
in the foster care system, under 21, and can-
not be safely reunified with their family or re-
turned to their country of origin.

SIJS ensures that the child has a recog-
nized legal status and a pathway to becoming
a citizen. After a young person leaves foster
care, they are not eligible for SIJS. Unfortu-
nately, many youth and many caseworkers are
unaware of SIJS or how to apply. As a con-
sequence, potentially eligible youth “age out”
of the foster care system every year without a
legal status. After being cared for by our child
welfare system because they were victims of
abuse and neglect, these young people then
leave the system and face the threat of depor-
tation and lack access to the supports other
transitioning foster youth rely upon. My office
has heard from young people who aged out of
the system and others who were adopted who
never heard of SIJS. These youth were forced
into the underground economy, face exploi-
tation, and live in constant fear of being de-
ported to a country they don’t know.

To fix this problem, the Foster Children Op-
portunity Act will require that all children in the
foster care system be screened for SIJS eligi-
bility and other forms of immigration relief. It
also requires that they be assisted in applying
for the status. Child welfare agencies and ju-
venile courts will be provided with technical
assistance and additional resources to make
this happen. In addition, my legislation will
guarantee that youth who obtain SIJS have
access to the same benefits, such as student
loans, Medicaid, and food stamps that support
other former foster youth as they make the
transition to adulthood.

My bill will not change current immigration
law. Nor will it result in any adults who have
engaged in illegal behavior from gaining legal
status because a person with SIJS cannot act
as a sponsor for any family members. The
Foster Children Opportunity Act has nothing to
do with the fight over immigration reform. It is
simply about fulfilling our responsibility to all
abused and neglected children and providing
these youth with a fighting chance to succeed.
| encourage all my colleagues to join me in
supporting this simple legislation that will im-
prove the lives of thousands of vulnerable chil-
dren.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 656TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF SACRAMENTO
MUNICIPAL UTILITY DISTRICT

HON. DORIS 0. MATSUI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, November 3, 2011

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of Sacramento Municipal Utility

District (SMUD), as the organization cele-
brates its 65th anniversary. It is a great pleas-
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ure to recognize SMUD’s dedication in keep-
ing electricity rates affordable, providing cus-
tomers with energy-efficient options, and sup-
porting the deployment of renewable power.
As SMUD'’s customers and employees gather
to celebrate this milestone, | ask all my col-
leagues to join me in honoring the key role the
organization plays in the Sacramento region.

SMUD was formed in 1946. In response to
overpriced electricity, Sacramento voters
opted to create a municipal utility district that
would provide them with an alternative to in-
vestor owned power companies. This led to
the formation of SMUD, a public utility com-
pany that measures success by how much
money stays within the community through low
rates, rather than going out to stockholders.
SMUD has proven to be a success as their
electricity rates are among the lowest in the
state of California.

Over the last 65 years, SMUD has become
the nation’s sixth-largest public electric utility,
serving nearly 600,000 customers and a popu-
lation of 1.4 million. Residential and business
customer satisfaction surveys consistently
rank SMUD as the top provider of electricity in
California, as well as one of the best in the
nation.

SMUD is regarded across the nation as a
leader in renewable energy and energy effi-
ciency. In 2010, SMUD became the state’s
first large utility to have 20 percent of its
power from renewable resources. The figure
has since climbed to 24 percent and is ex-
pected to reach the state mandated 33 per-
cent mark by 2020. Taking into account the
hydroelectricity generated in SMUD’s Upper
American River Project, nearly 50 percent of
SMUD’s power comes from non-carbon re-
sources. SMUD’s energy efficiency programs
have helped customers reduce their carbon di-
oxide emission by over 3 million tons since
1987. SMUD has also provided more than
$495 million in energy efficiency loans since
1990.

SMUD is led by a forward thinking Board of
Directors, an energetic executive team, and
2,000 hard working employees. They are
united in their desire to offer the Sacramento
Region affordable power and an excellent cus-
tomer experience.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to pay tribute to
Sacramento Municipal Utility District and their
continuous commitment to providing the Sac-
ramento Region with access to energy effi-
cient programs, more energy choices, and af-
fordable electricity. SMUD has contributed an
immense amount to making Sacramento a
better place to live, work, and do business. As
SMUD’s General Manager John DiStasio,
Board President Renee Taylor, and others
gather together to celebrate the organization’s
65th anniversary, | ask all my colleagues to
join me in honoring their outstanding work in
providing the community with affordable elec-
tricity.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JOE COURTNEY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, November 3, 2011
Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, | regret that

| was unable to attend votes on Tuesday, No-
vember 1, 2011 as | was attending to needs
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in my district resulting from the unprecedented
snow storm that hit Connecticut this past
weekend. Had | been present, | would have
voted “yea” on rollcall 816, reaffirming “In
God We Trust” as the official motto of the
United States, and “yea” on rollcall vote 817,
on passage of the Kate Puzey Peace Corps
Volunteer Protection Act of 2011.

——————

HONORING JAMES CHARLES ROB-
BINS OF LAKE COUNTY, CALI-
FORNIA

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 3, 2011

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in recognition of the tremendous
public service of Mr. James Charles Robbins,
who served honorably and admirably for 44
years as a fireman, 37 of which were as a fire
chief of the Lucerne Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment in Clearlake Oaks, California.

In addition to his duties with the Fire Depart-
ment, Chief Robbins worked with the Lucerne
Business Association and held the title of the
“Moose” of Clearlake Oaks. Chief Robbins
coached football and baseball for youth and
high school teams, mentoring several genera-
tions of athletes and teaching them the values
of team sports and leadership.

His professional activities were always dedi-
cated to the betterment of the fire department
and the protection of his district. He was in-
strumental in maintaining the special fire tax,
which keeps the doors open at Lucerne Volun-
teer Fire Department. Perhaps, Chief Robbins’
greatest accomplishment of his career was the
reorganization and consolidation of four fire
districts into one, known now as the
Northshore Fire Protection District. This district
is one of the largest in California, covering
more than 350 square miles.

Chief Robbins was born in San Francisco
and went to high school in Upper Lake, Cali-
fornia. He pursued his degree at Santa Rosa
Junior College, taking many classes related to
fire science and management of personnel.

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, | believe it is appro-
priate at this time that we recognize and honor
James Charles Robbins for his career of fire
protection and community leadership. We con-
gratulate him on his retirement, and extend
our best wishes for many years of health and
happiness. His dedication to the safety and
protection of Northern California is truly com-
mendable, and his leadership will be missed.

HONORING KENNETH P. DOYLE

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 3, 2011

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor Kenneth P. Doyle. For 36
years, Mr. Doyle has served as a Tipstaff for
the First Judicial District, and in November he
will celebrate his retirement after decades of
service to his community.
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Mr. Doyle’s celebrated career began thirty-
six years ago when on February 17, 1976,
Ken was sworn in as a Tipstaff by then Ad-
ministrative Judge Ethan Allen Doty. Mr. Doyle
was first assigned to the Family Court Division
at 1801 Vine Street, under the direction of
Judge Gregory Lagakos before moving on to
the Criminal and Civil Trial Division in first City
Hall and for the last 15 plus years the Criminal
Justice Center.

Mr. Doyle’s knowledge of the court system
has been an invaluable asset to both Court-
room Operations and the Judiciary as evi-
denced by his long successful stints with
Judges’ Paul Ribner, Theodore Smith, Ned
Hirsch, Joyce Keane and most notably our
current Administrative Judge D. Webster
Keogh. The last seven plus years of Mr.
Doyle’s service have been as a supervisor for
Courtroom Operations under Chief of Court-
room Operations, Michael P. Spaziano. Ken’s
knowledge and work ethic will be missed by
the Courtroom Operations family, but his leg-
acy will live on forever.

Mr. Doyle’s long and impressive career
showcases his commitment and service to his
community. Mr. Speaker, | ask that you and
my other distinguished colleagues join me in
thanking Mr. Doyle for his work and congratu-
late him on the occasion of his retirement.

————

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF
LINCOLNWOOD

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 3, 2011

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the 100th anniversary of
Lincolnwood.

Not many cities can boast a more colorful
start than Lincolnwood. A hundred years ago,
the city came to be known as Tessville after
a band of tavern owners incorporated the area
to take advantage of a loophole during Prohi-
bition that allowed organized municipalities to
grant liquor licenses.

It was an unconventional way for a city to
begin. Though not as infamous as its Mid-
western counterpart Dodge City, Kansas a few
decades prior, Tessville was also known for its
speakeasies, saloons and gambling halls.

In the 1920s, under the helm of long-serving
Mayor Henry Proesel, came an electric rail.
With the electric rail came new ideas and
prosperity.

Stricter liquor control laws were passed, and
Tessville would become Lincolnwood—an eth-
nically diverse, popular community that offered
fast access to and from Chicago, and good
fortune for its residents.

Since then, Lincolnwood has had many
proud moments—from the construction of a
1.5 million-gallon water tower to the election of
Peter Moy, the first Asian American to serve
any municipality in lllinois as its President.

Over the years, city efforts—including the
Vision 2020 plan—have yielded improvement
in repairing infrastructure, renovating city
parks, and construction of new parkways.

Today, Lincolnwood is a vibrant community
that still sports a strong business sector and a
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diverse population. The city of Lincolnwood
has much to be proud of and much to look for-
ward to in the next 100 years. | am proud to
serve as Congresswoman for Lincolnwood
and wish its leaders, businesses and residents
a happy 100th anniversary.

RECOGNIZING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF SMC IN NOBLES-
VILLE, INDIANA

HON. DAN BURTON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 3, 2011

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, in
these tumultuous times, it is important to take
the opportunity to highlight the successes of
some businesses. One such business is
SMC—a leader in industrial manufacturing
whose U.S. headquarters is in my district in
Noblesville, Indiana.

SMC’s products have improved upon the
ideas that have enabled manufacturers to op-
erate efficiently for years. Recent innovations
include a light-weight actuator that fits into
older systems, allowing businesses to in-
crease efficiency without a costly and com-
plete system overhaul. A new SMC pump con-
sumes less energy than its predecessor, but
outlives it by 10 million pumps. Lastly, | be-
lieve their premium on face-time with cus-
tomers enables their next innovation to be in-
spired by the very hard-working people that
use them.

It is also worth noting that the company has
partnered in some fashion with 38 countries
across the globe. Their sales market connects
them to almost 50 countries, affirming their
stance that “products are not confined to the
limits of conventional pneumatic control com-
ponents, but are reaching out to cover periph-
eral markets as well.”

These accomplishments have recently land-
ed SMC on Forbes’ list of the Top 100 Most
Innovative Companies, sharing the list with in-
dustry leaders such as Apple, Google, and
Amazon. Their core business policy of “Cus-
tomer First and Quality First” has propelled
the company forward. They should be ap-
plauded for such achievements and for their
future. SMC, along with Mayor Ditslear and
the people of Noblesville, no doubt are ex-
cited, a