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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. PALAZZO).

————

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
July 10, 2012.

I hereby appoint the Honorable STEVEN M.
PALAZZO to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———
MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 17, 2012, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 1 hour and each Member
other than the majority and minority
leaders and the minority whip limited
to 5 minutes each, but in no event shall
debate continue beyond 11:50 a.m.

AFGHANISTAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. JONES) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, like all of
my colleagues, I went home to my dis-
trict as the other Members went to
their districts. I live in eastern North
Carolina. As do a lot of people, I love
my district, and I'm getting the same
message: Why are you still in Afghani-
stan? Why don’t you Members of Con-
gress vote to bring our troops home?
Why are you spending the money we
don’t have, and young men and women
are getting killed?

Again, I’'m coming to the floor of the
House and reporting on a book I'm
reading. It’s called ‘Funding the
Enemy: How U.S. Taxpayers Bankroll
the Taliban.” That’s the whole issue.
We have defeated bin Laden. He is
dead. Al Qaeda has been dispersed all
around the world, but we continue to
fund a corrupt leader who will not sur-
vive in the long term. We all know
that, but yet we’re playing this little
game of spend the American taxpayers’
money to keep him in office, and let’s
borrow the money from the Chinese
that we’re spending—because that’s the
way it’s happening—to keep Karzai in
office. Seventy-two percent of the
American people have agreed with
most of us in the House—not all—that
it’s time to bring our troops home.
There is not one thing that we’re going
to accomplish over there.

Mr. Speaker, when I saw the national
security agreement that the Secretary
of State and this administration have
signed with Afghanistan, what we’re
talking about is, after 2014, we will
continue to have a military presence of
anywhere from 25,000 to 30,000. We are
spending approximately $4 billion a
month—that’s probably a lowball fig-
ure, Mr. Speaker—but $4 billion a
month for 10 years. That adds up to
about $480 billion in addition to what
we’ve already spent, which is over $1
trillion, in Afghanistan and in Iraq.
The poor American people are paying
the taxes and are getting their pro-
grams cut for children, for schools, for
senior citizens, for health programs.
Yet we in Congress continue to fund
the war in Afghanistan.

Mr. Speaker, this book is an eye-
opener to the fact that the Taliban is
the biggest recipient of our taxpayers’
money, going to pay to kill American
kids. I’'m going to keep bringing this to
the floor until I finish the book, and
I'm about halfway through.

Its summary says:

This is the first book to detail the toxic
embrace of American policymakers and ca-

reerists, Afghanistan kleptocrats and the op-
portunistic Taliban. The result? U.S. tax-
payers have been footing the bill for both
sides of a disastrous Afghanistan war.

Mr. Speaker, this past weekend, we
had eight Americans Kkilled—eight
Americans killed. I write families. I
have signed over 10,740-some letters to
families across this Nation because I
bought the lie by the previous adminis-
tration that said Saddam has weapons
of mass destruction, which he never did
have. So I will continue to come to the
floor at least once a week, several
times a month, and talk about the fact
of buying this book for every Member
of Congress, which is called, ‘‘Funding
the Enemy: How U.S. Taxpayers Bank-
roll the Taliban.”

When I listen to our debates on the
floor—sometimes part of them, some-
times not—talking about cutting Fed-
eral programs for those people who
need them the most—but yet we will
find the $8 billion a month to send to
Karzai—and when we keep sending our
soldiers, marines, sailors, and airmen
over there so they can be shot and
killed and have their feet blown away,
it is time for this Congress to wake up.
When we debate the appropriations bill
for the Department of Defense, I hope
we will be permitted to bring amend-
ments one after another to the floor,
asking Members of Congress to bring
our troops home.

Mr. Speaker, with that, I will ask
God to please bless our men and women
in uniform.

I will ask God to please, in his loving
arms, hold the families who have lost
children in Afghanistan and Iraq.

I will ask God to please bless the
House and Senate that we will do what
is right in the eyes of God for God’s
people today and God’s people tomor-
TOow.

I will ask God to please bless Presi-
dent Obama that he will do what is
right in the eyes of God for God’s peo-
ple today and God’s people tomorrow.
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I will close by asking three times:
God, please, God, please, God, please
continue to bless America.

———
PATH TO THE 2012 FARM BILL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker,
this week, the House Agriculture Com-
mittee will consider not just the farm
bill, but also one of the most important
pieces of health legislation, environ-
mental legislation, and vital economic
development for rural America. It
should be on the radar screen of every
Member of Congress, whether one rep-
resents rural or urban districts. All of
our constituents benefit from a vibrant
agricultural sector.

The House is looking at its own legis-
lation. The Senate has passed a bill. I
must say, the Senate bill was a start.
There are some provisions in it which I
think are worthy of support, but it
falls short in overall reform. There is
no reason in an era of great concern
about reducing Federal deficit spend-
ing, about improving nutrition and
strengthening rural America that we
can’t do a better job. Currently, the
majority of farmers and ranchers get
no support from the Federal Govern-
ment, and the assistance is con-
centrated in the hands of a few. This is
an opportunity for us to look carefully
at the House draft and to, hopefully,
improve upon it.

One particular area deals with the
cap on commodities and risk manage-
ment. The Senate bill has at least a
modest reduction in dealing with direct
payments, but the House draft would
increase those provisions to $125,000
and to $250,000 for married couples—an
incredibly high limitation. And sadly,
the House draft would leave intact cur-
rent loopholes that would allow many
wealthy, nonfarm investors to collect
multiples of the existing payment cap.

Another area of significant agricul-
tural subsidy that cries out for reform
is the area of crop insurance. This is
something that independent analysts
have looked at for years. Too much of
this is concentrated for a few. It puts
too much burden on the individual tax-
payer, and there is too much benefit
for those who need it the least. In the
House proposal, there is no require-
ment to link the recipient of crop in-
surance to the protection of soil and
wetlands, thereby compounding future
losses; and it does not reduce the sub-
sidy rate for wealthy farmers and in-
vestors with high adjusted incomes.
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Most concerning is the new provi-
sions that are termed ‘‘shallow-loss
revenue,”’ where they’re creating new,
long-term protections that really come
at a potentially high price tag. Instead
of moving forward with this being an
area to reduce subsidy, it has been
noted by independent analysts that if
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commodity prices fall over the course
of the next decade significantly, all of
the purported savings would disappear
under this enhanced shallow-loss provi-
sion.

There are unwise reductions in the
conservation and energy titles. In fact,
there’s no funding whatsoever in the
energy title in the House bill, unlike,
at least, the Senate bill with $800 mil-
lion. But more significant is a reduc-
tion in the conservation stewardship
program. It would limit the enrollment
to 9 million acres, as opposed to the
current 12.8 million acres that are
available. This is despite the fact that
currently with a 30 percent higher
acreage level, 50 percent of the farmers
who want to take advantage of this to
protect the land and promote habitat
for wildlife and water quality are
turned away.

Another provision that looks like an
improvement is actually a problem. It
increases the EQIP program, the Envi-
ronmental Quality Incentives Program.
It increases the limitation by $450,000,
a 150 percent increase. What this does
is open the floodgates for very large,
confined animal feedlots that are going
to end up swallowing most of this
money and not making it available for
others. At the same time, it reduces
the amount available for organic farm-
ers.

I hope my colleagues will look care-
fully at this legislation because we
need to do better for America’s farmers
and ranchers, for wildlife and the envi-
ronment, and for the taxpayers.

————

THE HIGHEST COURT IN THE
LAND IS THE AMERICAN PEOPLE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. McCLINTOCK) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, in
the wake of the Supreme Court deci-
sion on the so-called Affordable Care
Act, the House will once again take up
the imperative of repealing it.

But the Supreme Court decision has
much more dire implications for our
Nation and for its cherished freedoms
than merely affirming the government
takeover of our health care. In reach-
ing its conclusion, the Court obliter-
ated the fundamental distinction be-
tween a penalty and a tax. Congress
has the power to lay and collect taxes;
and, therefore the Court reasons, it can
apply a tax for any reason, even those
otherwise outside the confines of the
Constitution.

In this case, the Court ruled that
Congress could not impose a law re-
quiring citizens to purchase a govern-
ment-approved health plan under the
Commerce Clause, but it can impose
exactly the same requirement as a tax.
If it can’t fine you for disobeying, it
can certainly tax you for disobeying.
Mr. Speaker, if the government fines
you $250 for running a red light or
taxes you $250 for running a red light,
the effect is the same. What’s the dif-
ference?
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Actually, there are two critical dif-
ferences. First, as a fine—as a pen-
alty—the burden of proof is on the gov-
ernment to prove that you ran that red
light. As a tax, the burden of proof is
on you to show that you did not run it.
Anyone who has ever undergone an IRS
audit knows exactly what I mean. This
decision fundamentally alters the most
cherished principle of our justice sys-
tem, the presumption of innocence.

There is a second even more chilling
difference between a penalty and a tax.
Under our Constitution, no penalty can
be assessed without due process. You
cannot be punished until you have had
your day in court. But to challenge a
tax, you must first pay that tax before
you can seek redress through the
court. You are punished first and then
tried. This is the madness of Lewis
Carroll’s Red Queen brought to life:
Sentence first—verdict afterwards.

Under this decision, Americans may
now be coerced under the threat of the
seizure of their property to take any
action the Federal Government decrees
without any constitutional constraint,
enforceable in a manner that denies
both presumption of innocence and due
process of law. By this reasoning, it
can now tax speech it finds offensive,
tax people who choose not to go to
church or people who do, tax people
who own guns or people who don’t. As
long as we call it a tax under this deci-
sion, there are no limits to the power
of the Federal Government.

I believe this decision will go down in
history as one of the most deplorable
ever rendered, taking a place of infamy
next to Dred Scott.

If the Court has failed to defend our
Constitution, then what appeal is left
us? There is one. The Constitution does
not belong to the Federal Government.
Its ownership is made crystal clear in
its first three words: ‘“We, the people.”
As Ronald Reagan said:

The Constitution is not the government’s
document telling us what we can and cannot
do. The Constitution is the people’s docu-
ment telling our government those things
that we will allow it to do.

Thus, the Supreme Court is not the
highest court in the land. That posi-
tion is reserved to the rightful owners
of the Constitution, the sovereign
American people through the votes
that they cast every 2 years.

The infamous Alien and Sedition
Acts were never struck down by the
Court, but the American people did
that in the election of 1800. The Su-
preme Court declared that American
slaves were outside the protection of
the Constitution when it struck down
the Missouri Compromise, but the
American people reversed that decision
in the election of 1860.

Let us pray, while we still can—be-
fore that is taxed—that this infamous
decision will be repudiated by what is
actually and rightfully the highest
court in the land, the American people.
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PRETEND LEGISLATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) for 5 minutes.

Mr. DEFAZIO. Repeal and replace. If
multiple failed attempts constitute de-
livery on a promise, the Republicans
have delivered in spades.

Today, the House of Representatives,
for the 31st time in this session, will
take up legislation to repeal all or part
of the Affordable Care Act, so-called
“ObamaCare.”” There have been 31 at-
tempts tying up the floor of the House.
One’s enough. We already did it the
first or second day we were here. The
Senate is not going to take it up, but
repetition is their mantra here for pre-
tend legislation.

They could take up real legislation.
In fact, they had an opportunity as
part of today’s faux repeal to take up
my legislation, which passed the last
House of Representatives with massive
bipartisan support, which would pro-
vide lower health care costs and health
insurance costs for every American.
That was real legislation.

Why won’t we do that? Maybe be-
cause it would upset the insurance in-
dustry, and they’re awful generous at
campaign time on that side of the
aisle. Maybe. I don’t know why.

I offered to the Rules Committee an
amendment to take away the antitrust
immunity of the insurance industry.
Yes, the insurance industry can and
does get together behind closed doors
and collude to drive up your rates, to
exclude your coverage, and do a whole
host of other things. They have been
somewhat constrained by the Afford-
able Care Act in some of their collusive
practices. Actually, the House version
of the bill contains repeal of the anti-
trust amendment. The Senate, due to,
as I understand it, one Democratic
Senator, BEN NELSON, failed to include
it in their version of the law. We had a
separate vote later in the House. Over
400 Democrats and Republicans voted
for it. It’s common sense.

They want to talk about free enter-
prise. It’s not free enterprise when an
industry can get together and collude
to screw consumers. It’s just not.
That’s not free enterprise.

My amendment was not allowed. So
we’re just going to have another fake
debate about repealing all of
ObamaCare. Let’s think about their vi-
sion here. Remember, it was repeal and
replace. Where is the replace part?
They’re not talking about the replace
part. That’s strange. I guess they just
want to go back to the way things
were—status quo. That would be in the
10 years before ObamaCare, the Afford-
able Care Act, health insurance pre-
miums were up 100 percent. That’s an
average of 10 percent a year.
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Let’s go back to those good old days.
Uninsured, up from 35 to 44 million,
during those same 10 years. Let’s go
back to those good old days.

Rescissions? Wow, the industry could
and did refuse to renew your policy or
take it away when you got sick, due to
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technicalities. That was called a rescis-
sion, a dirty little secret. That was
outlawed by the Affordable Care Act.
They want to bring that back. Give the
industry the right, when you get sick
with cancer, to take away your policy
even though you have been paying your
premium for 20 years at these inflated
rates.

Then, denial of coverage, of course,
we’ll bring back denial of coverage—
any preexisting condition. Nope, sorry,
we won’t sell you a policy.

Lifetime limits, they want to bring
back all those good old things because
they have no replacement. They
haven’t talked about replacement. All
they’re talking about is repeal.

Let’s put just a few statistics on who
would not benefit under their proposal.

In my district, 7,400 young Americans
under age 26 are on their parents’ pol-
icy. Nationwide, 3.1 million young
Americans have insurance today who
won’t have it if their repeal bill goes
through.

Seniors, they are getting a 50 percent
discount in the doughnut hole that
never should have been created. I voted
against their doughnut hole bill and
the bill that subsidized the insurance
industry and the pharmaceutical indus-
try and didn’t do a great job overnight
helping out seniors with their pharma-
ceuticals.

We could have done it for less,
straight up, negotiate lower drug
prices and offer a policy at cost. No,
they wouldn’t do that because the in-
dustry didn’t like it. A pretty con-
sistent theme here of sucking up to the
insurance industry.

Then 148,000 people in my district
now get free preventive care under
their insurance, 54 million people
across the country. That goes away
when their repeal bill goes through
with no replacement.

Children with preexisting conditions;
36,000 in my district have coverage
now, 17 million nationwide. Tough
luck, kids. You’re back off the policy
here under the Republican vision for
the future of health insurance.

Lifetime limits; 230,000 people in my
district, 105 million people nationally.
Most people don’t know their policies
have lifetime limits until they get a
catastrophic illness and they start to
read the fine print and the insurance
company stops paying the bills and you
go bankrupt.

They want to bring back those good
old days with repeal of this horrible
ObamacCare.

Then we have the business rebates
and on and on. This is kind of a dys-
peptic view of the world here. Let’s go
back to the dysfunctional system we
had before.

Is ObamaCare great? No. Can we fix
it? Yes. Should we fix it? Yes. Should
we adopt measures that would make it
better, like taking away the antitrust
exemption of the health insurance in-
dustry? Yes. Will they bring those
issues up? No. They just want to pre-
tend. It’s pretend Congress day.
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TAKE YOUR CRIMINALS BACK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. POE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, Ban-
gladesh national and illegal immigrant
Shafiqul Islam was convicted in 2008 of
promoting sexual performance of a
child.

After he served his sentence in New
York, an immigration judge ordered
Islam to be deported back to where he
came from, but Bangladesh wouldn’t
take back their criminal deviant. They
did what many countries do, delayed,
delayed, delayed, until, by law, he was
released back onto the streets of Amer-
ica.

As other countries are well aware,
U.S. law does not allow indefinite in-
carceration. Six weeks after his re-
lease, Islam struck again at another
victim.

On a cool evening in November in
New York, 73-year-old grandmother
Lois Decker, a mother, a grandmother,
retired school cook, a Sunday school
teacher, was walking home from the
grocery store. Islam stalked her and
followed her into her home and mur-
dered the defenseless grandmother.

But stealing her life just wasn’t
enough for him. After Islam left her to
die, he stole her car and took off in the
darkness of the night. The thief, how-
ever, wrecked her car. Two good Sa-
maritans saw the crash and mistakenly
stopped to help him. Then, being the
worthless outlaw he is, he tried to steal
their car as well. More witnesses inter-
vened and prevented him from stealing
that vehicle, but he still fled the scene
in yet another stolen vehicle. In June,
a judge in New York sentenced Islam
to life, where he belongs.

Mr. Speaker, currently there are
thousands of criminal illegals in our
country, just like Islam, that have
been sent to prison, ordered deported,
but their native countries stall, delay,
and eventually refuse to take back
their outlaws. Many of those criminals
are roaming around American streets
looking for more crime and malicious
mischief.

There is more.

Ashton Cline-McMurray was a 16-
year-old with cerebral palsy when he
came in contact with another ‘‘do-
bad.”” One evening he was walking
home from a football game in Massa-
chusetts when he was ambushed, beat-
en, stabbed, and murdered by Loeun
Heng, an illegal from Cambodia. Heng
was convicted of manslaughter, sent to
prison, and then ordered deported. But
Heng never went back to his native
country of Cambodia because they
wouldn’t take him.

There is more.

Vietnamese citizen Binh Thai Luc
was convicted of armed robbery of a
Chinese restaurant in California in
1996. He was sent to prison for 10 years
and then ordered deported back to
Vietnam. But, once again, Vietnam
would not take him back. So, in March
of this year, Luc was running loose in
San Francisco and murdered five peo-
ple.
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Mr. Speaker, these are tragic cases
that occurred in our Nation. There
should be consequences for countries
like Bangladesh, Vietnam, and Cam-
bodia who fail to take back their law-

fully deported criminals.
The blood of Ms. Decker and these

other victims are not only the fault of
Islam and the other felons, but also the
fault of those countries that refuse to
take their outlaw citizens back. Some
of the most offending countries are
Cuba, Pakistan, Vietnam, Jamaica,
and yes, our ‘‘good buddies’ the Chi-
nes

What should we do? We should do two
things: One, U.S. law should allow civil
suits against these offending countries
for damages without any caps on com-
pensation; and, two, freeze legal visas
to nations that refuse to take back
their criminals.

Mr. Speaker, did you know a similar
law already exists in the U.S., but the
State Department won’t enforce the
law for supposedly ‘‘diplomatic rea-
sons’’? According to Secretary Napoli-
tano, DHS and the State Department
are working with these offending coun-
tries to resolve these matters, that
being the folks that are getting mur-
dered in the U.S.

I have introduced legislation that re-
moves the uncertainty and the weak
knees of bureaucrats and requires the
State Department to follow through
with visa sanctions against these coun-
tries. Time to play a little diplomatic
hardball with these nations. After all,
Americans are dying because these
lawfully deported illegals don’t go back
where they come from.

It’s time to make these crooks and

misfits the problem of their home
country rather than continue to re-
main our problem; otherwise, more
grandmothers are going to die in Amer-

ica.
And that’s just the way it is.

———
EDUCATION AND LITERACY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Michigan (Mr. CLARKE) for 5 minutes.
Mr. CLARKE of Michigan. Mr.

Speaker, I am here, along with my
good friend and colleague, the gen-
tleman from South Carolina (Mr.
ScoTT), to address a national crisis
that’s facing us today.

Too many of our young African
American and Hispanic men cannot
read. They’re dropping out of school
and they’re ending up in prison. With-
out the skills to be able to get a job,
many of these young men may lose

hope and they resort to crime.
I personally understand, to a certain

degree, what these young men are
going through. I lost hope myself in my
early twenties.

Raised as a single child, my parents
were deceased by the time I was 19. I
dropped out of school, ended up being
unemployed, and resorted to food
stamps. My food stamps were ulti-
mately cut off. At that time, I felt I
would never make it in life, and I gave
up.

pNow, several factors intervened to
help save me. One was my godmother,
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Octavia Lyons. She wasn’t a college
graduate and she wasn’t a professional
woman. She was a domestic cleaning
lady like my mother, and she was
raised and educated in segregated Mo-
bile, Alabama. She understood the
value of working and the value of edu-
cation, and she demanded that I do
something with my life.
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The other factor that motivated me
directly to go to school, again, was the
fact that I was able to go to the Detroit
Public Library. I caught the bus. And I
started reading books on visual artists,
and it inspired me to go back to school
to study fine arts again. But the point
is, I had the ability to read—and read-
ing helped save my life.

I want to now yield to my good
friend, Representative SCOTT, the gen-

tleman from South Carolina.

Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina. Thank
you, Congressman CLARKE.

Let me just thank Mr. CLARKE for fo-
cusing on the issue of education and,
specifically, the issue of literacy. I will
say that as a kid growing up in a sin-
gle-parent household myself, living in
poverty, I did not value education as a
youngster. And so by the time I was in
high school, I was flunking out. I failed
the ninth grade. I failed world geog-
raphy, civics, Spanish, and English.
When you fail Spanish and English,
they don’t consider you bilingual. They
may call you ‘‘bi-ignorant.”

And that’s where I found myself, be-
cause I had lost hope in life. I had a
mother who believed strongly in the
power of education. And because of her
discipline, her involvement, and her
focus, I found the path back towards
prosperity, which started with edu-
cation. And as chairman of the county
council a few years ago, I recognized
that the incarcerated population of
Charleston County was highly rep-
resented by young people, mostly men,
who were functionally illiterate, com-
ing from single-parent households and
living in poverty, as I did.

So the value of education cannot be
overemphasized enough, and the neces-
sity of public-private partnerships to
address this issue is an absolute neces-
sity because our Nation faces a crisis.

Mr. CLARKE of Michigan. Thank
you, Representative SCOTT.

To the American people, we want to
show that even though this Congress
many times is divided based on ide-
ology and party, he and I—I’'m one of
the most liberal Members of this House
and my friend, the gentleman from
South Carolina, is one of the most con-
servative—both agree we’ve got to ad-
dress this national crisis. We’ve got to
save the lives of our young black and
Hispanic men. And by doing so, we’re
going to help strengthen our economy
and help create jobs. This is a national
call to action for all of us in govern-
ment, schools, libraries, business, and
our charities and our families, to all
work together to help educate our
young men on the value of reading and
to teach them to read.

I yield to my friend from South Caro-
lina.
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Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina. Mr.
CLARKE, I would say that without any
question the issue of education is not
an African American issue; it’s not an
Hispanic issue. It is an American issue.
It is an American tradition that for all
access in this Nation, the power of free-
dom comes from the power of edu-
cation. And we stand here together as
one of the more conservative Members
of the House and certainly one of the
more liberal Members of the House fo-
cusing on the same problem. We may
not even agree on all the paths to solv-
ing this problem, but we can agree on
the necessity of addressing the issue of
literacy. And if we can work together
finding paths for the American people
to focus their attention, finding paths
for Congress to focus our attention, we
find paths to the solution.

Mr. CLARKE of Michigan. I agree,
my brother. I'm going to work with
you on this.

Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina. Thank
you, Mr. CLARKE.

Mr. CLARKE of Michigan. Thank
you.

—————

HONORING MAJOR RYAN S. DAVID

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
North Carolina (Ms. FoxX) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, it is with
sadness that I rise today to honor the
memory of Major Ryan S. David of
Boone, North Carolina, who was a
member of the North Carolina Air Na-
tional Guard. On July 1, his Charlotte-
based C-130 crew crashed in South Da-
kota while battling the State’s White
Draw fire. Major David was an experi-
enced navigator who joined the Na-
tional Guard in 2011 after completing
Active Duty service in the U.S. Air
Force. He is survived by his wife,
Jenny, and his infant son, Rob.

Along with Major David, Lieutenant
Colonel Paul Mikeal of Mooresville,
Major Joseph McCormick of Belmont,
and Senior Master Sergeant Robert
Cannon of Charlotte gave their lives in
service to our country. There’s no
question of the bravery and commit-
ment of these men, and we are very
grateful to them. My heart goes out to
the families of these heroes and their
Air National Guard colleagues. May
God grant them comfort in this time of
loss, and may He bless the sacrifices of
these fallen.

———

FORD’S LOUISVILLE SUCCESS
STORY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Kentucky (Mr. YARMUTH) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, every
44 seconds, a 2013 Ford Escape comes
off the line at the Louisville assembly
plant. The Escape’s parts make their
way along 20 miles of conveyers inside
a 3 million-square-foot facility that
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stretches a mile from corner to corner.
Inside that facility are more than 4,200
Louisvillians—and a few Hoosiers—op-
erating state-of-the art machinery ca-
pable of producing six different vehi-
cles.

Ford has a long and robust history in
Louisville. The company has been man-
ufacturing vehicles in Derby City since
the Model T in 1913. The Louisville as-
sembly plant opened in 1955 and since
then has produced the Ford Ranger,
the Bronco II, and the Explorer, to
name just a few. Across town, the Ken-
tucky truck plant has been operating
since 1969 and employs nearly 5,000
workers.

For years, both plants thrived—and
with them, families. Just recently, a
woman who now works at Ford told me
that her dad had worked there for 50
years. Stories of Ford careers that span
lifetimes—and generations—aren’t rare
in Louisville. There are fathers and
daughters who have built careers side-
by-side on the line.

But by 2008, the Louisville assembly
plant was outmoded and the U.S. econ-
omy was in crisis. The plant’s future
was clouded with uncertainty. Workers
came to work everyday not knowing
whether their jobs would be there to-
morrow. Ford needed to innovate. It
needed to produce vehicles that the
American people could afford, that
were sleeker and more fuel efficient,
and that met a changing desire among
car buyers who wanted more dynamic,
economical vehicles. But the company
needed a financial bridge to do it.

In Congress, I worked to include the
Advanced Technology Vehicles Manu-
facturing Loan Program in the Energy
Independence and Security Act of 2007.
Ford received a $5.9 Dbillion loan
through the program, which allowed
the company to invest $600 million in
the Louisville assembly plant and to
remap their future. In 3 years, the Lou-
isville assembly plant has gone from
uncertainty to a complete retooling.
Last month, I was proud to join Ford
officials and hundreds of workers to
unveil what is now the biggest, most
flexible high-volume Ford plant in
North America. The plant has added
more than 3,000 jobs, and the increases
in production have led to thousands
more suppliers, of which there are 500
for the new Escape model alone.

Ford also worked with the UAW to
renegotiate its contract and add a
third shift at the plant. By the end of
this year, the company will employ
more than 8,000 people in Louisville.
The positive relationships forged be-
tween organized labor and Ford in Lou-
isville should serve as a model of com-
promise and cooperation for the rest of
the Nation.

The Escape is a success story of
American ingenuity and innovation for
the private sector, for organized labor,
and for the Federal Government. And
it’s a victory for Kentucky. Ford’s new
investments at the Louisville assembly
plant and the Kentucky truck plant
are expected to contribute more than
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$800 million to our Commonwealth’s
GDP. Let’s be clear: this happened be-
cause of the leadership of Ford, UAW,
and our unparalleled workforce. But
none of it would have been possible
without key government investments
to advance large-scale innovation.

There were some who said we should
let the auto industry fail. In Louisville,
that would have meant putting thou-
sands of Ford workers out on the
street. It would have meant that the
thousands of workers at supply compa-
nies who provide parts for the new Es-
cape would have been updating their
resumes instead of assembling Ford’s
newest and most advanced models. And
it would have been an admission that
in America our best manufacturing
days are behind us. We’re proving that
wrong every day in Louisville and
across the country.

Over the past 28 months, American
manufacturers have created nearly
500,000 jobs. That’s the strongest period
of growth in manufacturing employ-
ment since 1995. And it’s because we
are using strategic Federal invest-
ments to spur innovation and leverage
private sector investment. Just this
month, the AP reported that Ford
Motor Company sales rose 7 percent in
June. The reason? Strong demand for
the new Escape, which is selling at a
higher rate than ever before.
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There are still plenty who say gov-
ernment is part of the problem, not
part of the solution. But since at least
the 19408, we have known and generally
acknowledged that the market cannot
do it all on its own and that there is a
role for government in pursuing short
and long-term economic growth and
prosperity in this country.

You can find it in Louisville. Our
workers, Ford, and government part-
ners—Federal, State, and local—have
shown just how successful we can be
working together to build the vehicles
of the future and the innovations that
keep our city, and our country, on the
leading edge of manufacturing.

————
PEOPLE WITHOUT JOBS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. MURPHY) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, last week, we received some
unemployment numbers, or employ-
ment numbers, of 80,000 new jobs. It
was a bleak statistic telling us that
now we were in our 41st straight week
where unemployment was above 8 per-
cent. Of course, the real unemployment
numbers are saying there are 23 million
Americans out of work or looking for
work, people who are unemployed or
underemployed based upon their skill
set and taking whatever job they can
get.

But put this 80,000 new jobs in an ad-
ditional context, and it is of deeper
concern. This year, 3.1 million students
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graduated from high school, and 1.7
million graduated with a bachelor’s de-
gree from a program. Add to that list
also those who have an associate’s de-
gree or simply have dropped out of
school, and we recognize those 80,000
new jobs are barely a drop in the buck-
et.

Also note that among those who are
college graduates, recently, 53 percent
of them are underemployed; that is,
working in a job below the qualifica-
tion levels which they have achieved.
About 1.5 million under age 25 in 2011
were jobless or underemployed, the
highest in at least 11 years. In the year
2000, the share was at a low of 41 per-
cent.

Now, families are concerned because
they don’t want more unemployment
checks when they can be getting an
employment check. They need jobs to
pay for their food and their housing, to
pay off loans for their cars and schools,
to save something for retirement or
save something for other family needs
for the future.

But put this in the context of other
increases families have had to face in
the last few years. The increased cost
for gasoline in the last 3% to 4 years is
about $2,200 per year per family. The
increased cost of electricity with new
coal regulations put forth by the EPA
will cause families’ electric bills to rise
by $300 to $400 per year. The new coal
regulations are estimated to lead to a
loss of 180,000 jobs per year. CONSOL
has announced it’s laying off 318 min-
ers. Arch Coal has laid off 750 miners in
Kentucky, West Virginia, and Virginia.
Alpha notified employees at four West
Virginia mines of a loss of 100 jobs.

The coal regulations are such from
the EPA that we have had no new coal-
fired power plant permits granted for
the last few years. Simply, no plants
are being built, and ones are being
closed down. And yet we have a mas-
sive amount of coal which we can use
to create clean energy if the EPA
would allow us to build some newer,
cleaner plants. Look at sulfur dioxide—
there has been a 56 percent decrease,
and with nitrous dioxide a 38 percent
decrease since the 1970s, while coal has
tripled in its use. Mercury emissions
have decreased by 60 percent since the
1950s, and we can do better.

We also note that we can have new
jobs from offshore drilling, and al-
though the House has passed such leg-
islation, the Senate and the White
House have blocked it. If we drill for
oil and natural gas, several things can
happen. One, it can free up 2.5 to $3.7
trillion, which we can use to invest in
infrastructure of roads, highways,
bridges, locks and dams, and water and
sewer projects. But as long as those
areas are blocked, we cannot reap the
benefits from that. Instead, we con-
tinue to spend money to protect OPEC
oil fields and had a trade deficit of $127
billion last year with OPEC. And sadly,
of course, there is that unmeasurable,
immeasurable cost of having our sol-
diers, sailors, airmen, and marines
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fight overseas, fighting Taliban and al
Qaeda funded with OPEC oil profits.

Finally, we have the increased cost of
health insurance. The Kaiser Family
Foundation has estimated the cost to
the average family to be about $1,200
more since we passed the health care
bill here, and median income for fami-
lies is down $4,300.

There are solutions that the House,
Senate, and White House can work on
together. But much of this is in the
area of using our domestic energy and
to stop saying ‘‘no’” to domestic en-
ergy. Although an all-of-the-above pol-
icy that includes wind and solar is val-
uable, we cannot create jobs by also
saying ‘‘no’” to coal, 10 Federal agen-
cies trying to block natural gas drill-
ing, and everyone dropping the ability
to drill for oil. We have solutions, we
have answers. We only have to have the
will to pass these.

———

WOMEN OF THE DISTRICT OF
COLUMBIA ARE NOT PAWNS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
the District of Columbia, (Ms. NORTON)
for 5 minutes.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, American
women have been outraged by Repub-
lican attacks on reproductive health
this term. We saw it in the decision
that was later reversed by the Susan G.
Komen Race for the Cure when it ini-
tially pulled funding for Planned Par-
enthood for breast cancer screenings,
and we saw it again in Republican at-
tempts to defund Planned Parenthood,
and then again to block access to con-
traceptives as part of health insurance.

More seriously, beneath the radar,
there has been a far-right campaign, as
announced by anti-choice forces, that
will emerge in the markup of H.R. 3803,
a frontal attack on abortion rights as
guaranteed by Roe v. Wade. Represent-
ative TRENT FRANKS, the sponsor of
H.R. 3803, and anti-choice forces have
unleashed a full-fledged attack on Roe
and the Nation’s women, using women
in the Nation’s Capital as pawns.

The District of Columbia Pain Capa-
ble Unborn Child Protection Act, a bill
without any scientific basis, seeks to
ban all abortions in the District of Co-
lumbia after 20 weeks of pregnancy,
with very limited exceptions. However,
Roe v. Wade requires viability to be de-
termined only by a physician and not
by statute. Although the bill is nomi-
nally addressed only to women in the
District of Columbia, it seeks to rally
the most extreme Republicans by
achieving a Federal imprimatur, how-
ever bogus or limited, for use in an on-
going campaign across the Nation to
get States to defy the law of the land
under Roe v. Wade. Several conserv-
ative States have already passed simi-
lar laws, but neither Congressional Re-
publicans nor anti-choice organizations
has the nerve to proceed in the usual
way with a post-20-week abortion ban
bill for the Nation because they know
that women and their supporters would
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angrily turn back such an attack on
Roe v. Wade.

The full and equal American citizens
who live in the Nation’s Capital, pay
Federal taxes, and go to war demand to
have their laws respected—especially
by unaccountable Members of Con-
gress. By moving the post-20-week
abortion ban only in conservative
States and targeting the District,
which has no vote on such a bill on this
floor, even though it affects only our
residents, Republicans show they lack
the courage of their own convictions
and the courage to make this bill apply
nationally, even in a Republican-con-
trolled House where they would surely
win. They target the District of Colum-
bia women because they fear the wrath
of the Nation’s women that a nation-
wide bill would surely bring.
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Well, we will not stand by as Repub-
licans, who claim to favor small and
local government, attempt to pass leg-
islation affecting my constituents but
not theirs in an act of disdain for the
Federalist principles they profess.

Fortunately, the scheduled markup
of the bill has helped us and pro-choice
organizations to alert women across
the United States that the D.C. label
on this bill is a cover for a bill that
seeks to undermine the reproductive
rights of women across the United
States.

Women have been watching closely
ever since the first attacks on repro-
ductive health in the House this term.
With the post-20-week D.C. abortion
bill, Republicans have left no doubt
that the reproductive freedom of Amer-
ica’s women depends upon a Demo-
cratic Congress and a Democratic

President.
————
RECOGNIZING ALLYN LAMB OF
AGCHOICE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize
Allyn Lamb, the president and CEO of
AgChoice, who will retire at the end of
the year after decades of service to the
agriculture community.

AgChoice is an agriculture credit as-
sociation that provides a broad range
of financial services to farmers and for-
esters all across Pennsylvania. Under
Allyn’s leadership, AgChoice has be-
come a leading institution supporting
the credit needs of farmers, as well as
the mortgage credit needs of rural
homeowners, for communities across
the Fifth District of Pennsylvania and
throughout the greater Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania. Even under a tough
economy, AgChoice has consistently
stayed financially sound while offering
outstanding service and support to our
agriculture communities.

With 32 years of service in the Farm
Credit System, Allyn has spent his pro-
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fessional career as a champion for agri-
culture and the individual farmer. We
owe him a great deal of thanks for his
tireless work and his committed lead-
ership.

I want to thank you for your service,
Allyn, and wish you well in your retire-
ment.

———

REPUBLICANS ARE HOLDING
AMERICA HOSTAGE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New York (Mr. HIGGINS) for 5 minutes.

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, the Re-
publican majority of this House is
holding the American people and its
economy hostage in a cynical ploy to
keep the economy from growing and
creating jobs.

In the year 2000, 12 years ago, the
Federal budget had a $258 billion sur-
plus that was a direct result of having
created 22 million private sector jobs
under the Clinton administration. New
road and bridge projects were funded
and American businesses were pro-
viding the labor and equipment to help
rebuild the Nation’s infrastructure.

In the year 2001, the new Republican
administration came in and looted a
surplus that they didn’t create to fi-
nance two tax cuts we couldn’t afford
and two wars that took over $1 trillion
out of the American economy. They ru-
ined the American economy by losing
more jobs than in any period in the
past 60 years and created a financial
crisis not seen since the Great Depres-
sion. The Republican Party and their
failed policies took us from record sur-
plus to record deficit.

In 2009, the Republicans handed this
mess over to the current President and
have vowed not to help him rebuild
this Nation and its economy. They
have created a phony debt limit crisis
that reverberated throughout the
American economy and the financial
markets. The debt ceiling crisis cost
American investors $18 million and led
to a downgrade of the Nation’s credit
rating. This debt limit crisis imposed a
tax on the American people that did
real and permanent damage.

Default, or the threat of default, will
exact more economic damage on an al-
ready fragile recovery, and they’re
threatening to do it all again later this
year—this, despite the fact that the
House Republican budget resolution
spends $1 trillion more than it takes in
in revenue. The logical consequence of
their budget, the Republican budget, is
to raise the debt ceiling.

We need to nation build right here in
America. Our Nation’s roads and
bridges are falling part. You have 69,000
structurally deficient bridges in this
Nation. Every second of every day,
seven cars drive on a bridge that is
structurally deficient. The Senate and
the House just passed a $105 billion
transportation bill to spend less than
$53 billion in each of the next 2 years.
While it is something, it’s weak—in
fact, it’s pathetically weak. It will fill
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a few potholes, surely, but won’t recon-
struct roads or build bridges. It will
create some jobs but won’t put a dent
in the unemployment rate.

We need to do nation building right
here at home in America. Congress just
spent $65 billion rebuilding the roads
and bridges of Iraq, a nation of 26 mil-
lion people. You just spent $78 billion
rebuilding the roads and bridges of Af-
ghanistan, a nation of 30 million peo-
ple. And all you can come up with is
$63 billion for nation building in Amer-
ica, our Nation, a Nation of over 300
million people.

The American Society of Civil Engi-
neers gave us a D grade, and they and
the United States Chamber of Com-
merce agree that the poor quality of
America’s infrastructure costs our
economy hundreds of billions of dollars
in lost growth.

To grow this economy and create
jobs, we need to invest in rebuilding
the roads, bridges, water, and sewer
systems of this country. According to
the New America Foundation, a 5-year,
$1.2 trillion American rebuilding plan
would create 27 million jobs. In the
first year alone, the economy would
add 5.2 million jobs, or 433,000 jobs each
month, and the economy would grow
by over $400 billion. Unemployment
would be reduced to 6.2 percent in the
first year alone and 5.6 percent in the
second year.

This is a real and compelling jobs
plan. The best tax policy is to bring
back into the economy lost taxpayers
and to buy labor, materials, equip-
ment, and services from American
small businesses.

Austerity didn’t work in the United
States in 1937, it didn’t work in Japan
in the 1990s, and it’s not working in Eu-
rope and the United States today. To
grow the economy, we need to invest
and save. House Republicans need to
stop whining about China and stand up
for America.

—————
HEALTH CARE LAW REPEAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. STIVERS) for 5 minutes.

Mr. STIVERS. Mr. Speaker, the
House and Congress this week should
pass the health care repeal bill because
the President’s health care bill is mak-
ing the economy worse.

I saw a recent poll that said 50 per-
cent of small businesses are less likely
to hire new employees because of the
health care bill. As an example, in my
district, I spoke to a small business
owner who is scared to hire his 50th
employee because it would subject his
company to the mandates under the
health care law.

Greg Fortney, who is a small busi-
ness owner, told me he has great con-
cerns about the health care law. He
said it would prevent him from expand-
ing his operations and giving his em-
ployees a chance to grow their own
businesses. To comply with the health
care law, it would take all of the prof-
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its from his business, his annual prof-
its, just to comply.

We need small business owners fo-
cused on creating jobs, not worrying
about complying with a new mandate.

And it will tax our families who are
struggling. Just last night, on a tele-
phone town hall, I heard from a real es-
tate agent who was concerned about
the 3.8 percent tax on sales of homes
that will go into effect in January of
2013. On a $100,000 home, that’s $3,800,
and it could make the difference be-
tween somebody being able to sell their
home for a profit and a loss. So this
isn’t on the gain; this is on the net
price. It has nothing to do with the
health care bill. It was just a way to
pay for the extra costs in the bill.

The bottom line is that the health
care bill is making the economy worse.
It’s hurting job creators and it’s hurt-
ing our struggling families and hurting
real estate values. We need to repeal it
and start over by focusing on cutting
costs in our health care system and im-
proving the efficiency. If we have a real
crisis in health care, it’s a crisis of
cost.

————
PRESIDENT OBAMA CARES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. WILSON) for 5 minutes.

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
“ObamaCare’” was coined by the Re-
publicans to mock the wonderful Af-
fordable Care Act passed by Congress
in 2010 and signed into law by Presi-
dent Obama.

The recent Supreme Court decision
proves that ObamaCare was the perfect
nickname because President Obama
cares. He cares about you. He cares
about me. He cares about my friends on
the Democratic side of the aisle and he
cares about my friends on the Repub-
lican side of the aisle.
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He cares about all Americans. Presi-
dent Obama cares about us, and he
thinks that we should not have to
worry about going broke just because
someone in our family gets sick.

Because Obama cares, every Amer-
ican has the right to affordable health
care. And yet the Republicans hate it
with every fiber of their being. Why?

Don’t Republicans get sick, too?
Don’t Republicans worry about having
to file for bankruptcy just because
someone in their family gets sick?
Don’t Republicans go to the emergency
room with no insurance?

Later this week, the Republicans will
vote to repeal a law that proves that
Obama cares. Not ‘‘repeal and replace,”
as they said they would do when they
made their Pledge to America—just re-
peal. In other words, get rid of it, pe-
riod.

How can the Republicans explain to
their constituents the repeal of a law
that affords health care for everyone?
Are they trying to send a message that
Republicans don’t need health care?
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Republicans are not robots. They get
sick, they need surgery, they feel pain,
they hurt, they cry, they mourn, they
weep. Access to affordable health care
is a basic right. It’s not a Republican
right, a Democratic right or an Inde-
pendent right. It’s a basic right for all
Americans.

Hello. If you’re out there somewhere
in America today and you feel you
don’t need health care because you are
invincible, well, you are not. Do you
feel that the rest of us should pay your
medical bills? Enough of that already.

Do you feel that those less fortunate
should suffer needlessly? Then you
need to pray to your God for forgive-
ness.

You must care. You must care about
the less fortunate, the working poor,
the foster child, the disabled, the elder-
ly, the mentally ill, the homeless,
those wracked with pain. And all of
Congress must care.

The Affordable Care Act shows that
Obama cares. He cares enough to in-
clude a provision that ensures our chil-
dren can no longer be denied health
care because of a preexisting condition.
Obama cares enough to include a provi-
sion that allows students and young
people under 26 to stay on their par-
ents’ health insurance plan no matter
where they live.

Obama cares enough to add language
that closes the Medicare doughnut hole
so that seniors pay less for their pre-
scription drugs. They no longer have to
decide whether to fill their prescrip-
tions or buy some food.

Obama cares enough to put in provi-
sions that insist that insurance compa-
nies cannot drop your coverage when
you get sick or that prohibit insurance
companies from placing annual and
lifetime limits on your health care.
Life is so unpredictable.

And Obama cares enough to include a
provision that prevents insurance com-
panies from charging higher premiums
for women just because they happen to
be women.

The law of our land says that if you
have a car you must insure that car. If
you have a mortgage, you must insure
that mortgage. If you have a body, in-
sure it. Keep it healthy. Get your
checkups, take your medication. What
is more important to you, your luxury
car, your beautiful house, or a healthy
body?

Every Member of Congress has won-
derful health care insurance, and our
pharmacy bills are so cheap it’s unbe-
lievable. It’s simply great being cov-
ered by my health care in Congress.

Shouldn’t we want the same for our
constituents who sent us here to serve
them? Shouldn’t we care?

President Obama cares. NANCY
PELOSI cares. STENY HOYER cares.
JAMES CLYBURN cares. JOHN LARSON
cares. XAVIER BECERRA cares, and I
care.

Republicans out there, can you hear
me?

You should make all Members of the
U.S. House of Representatives care.
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Contact and let them know that every-
one needs the same health care amen-
ities that they enjoy.

Don’t be hoodwinked by the tax rhet-
oric. Listen to the facts. Read the fine
print. You deserve access to affordable
health care. You need affordable care.

Power to the people. Power to
ObamacCare.

————

CIVILIAN AID TO AFGHANISTAN:
IF IT°S SO IMPORTANT, WHY
AREN'T WE DOING MORE OF IT?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. WOOLSEY) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, there
was a very compelling op-ed piece in
The Washington Post last week by U.S.
Ambassador to Afghanistan, Ryan
Crocker. In it, he paid tribute to the
many American civilians who are risk-
ing their lives doing important human-
itarian work to bring security and sta-
bility to Afghanistan.

I couldn’t agree more with Ambas-
sador Crocker that those men and
women working for or contracting with
the State Department or USAID are
doing extraordinary work rebuilding
infrastructure, helping children to go
to school, improving infant and mater-
nal health, wiring the Afghan people to
the Internet.

Mr. Speaker, the burning question is
this: If this work is so important, why
aren’t we doing more of it? The human
need in Afghanistan is far greater than
the resources we’re devoting to the ef-
fort.

For the last few years, we’ve had a
military surge in Afghanistan, a surge
that’s led to more death, more vio-
lence, more instability, and more
strength for the extremists and insur-
gent forces we’re trying to defeat.

What we need, Mr. Speaker, is a civil-
ian surge. We need a great emphasis on
development and diplomacy, on democ-
racy promotion and debt relief, on
peacekeeping and conflict resolution,
not just in Afghanistan, but in impov-
erished and unstable countries around
the developing world.

All of this is at the heart of the
SMART Security proposal that I've
been promoting since 2004 that I intro-
duced during the middle of the Iraq
war. Contrary to the conventional wis-
dom we’ve been fed, military aggres-
sion does not advance our national se-
curity goals. It undermines them. It
makes us less safe, not more. It
emboldens terrorists, instead of van-
quishing them.

We’ve tried it this way for more than
a decade now, Mr. Speaker, and it sim-
ply has not worked. It hasn’t fun-
damentally changed the fortunes of the
Afghan people, and it hasn’t driven the
Taliban and other terrorist networks
into oblivion.

At an international conference on aid
to Afghanistan this past weekend, Sec-
retary of State Clinton said that the
administration would request Afghani-
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stan aid funding at or near levels pro-
vided over the last decade. But at or
near is not enough. It comes to some-
where between $1 billion to $4 billion a
year, which seems like a lot of money,
until you realize that’s what we spend
on military operations in Afghanistan
roughly every week or so; $10 billion a
month waging a destructive war on Af-
ghanistan that is killing civilians, but
only a few billion dollars a year re-
building Afghanistan and empowering
civilians.

That just doesn’t make sense. Am-
bassador Crocker has pointed this out.
Our priorities are totally out of whack.

We can’t continue on the same cur-
rent destructive course, Mr. Speaker.
This military occupation is failing
America and failing Afghanistan.

Let’s finally end this war. Let’s bring
our troops safely home and start in-
vesting in civilian aid and other
SMART security initiatives, and let’s
do it now.

Let’s also expand these initiatives to
prevent war around the world.
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THE AFFORDABLE CARE ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Oregon (Ms. BoNAMICI) for 5 minutes.

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, it is
unfortunate that we are here once
again talking about repealing the Af-
fordable Care Act, a bill that passed al-
most 2 years ago and that, as we all
know, was recently upheld by the
United States Supreme Court. We
should be focusing on jobs and the
economy. The repeal bill we are about
to vote on isn’t going to go anywhere,
and we all know that. It won’t pass the
Senate, and it won’t be signed into law.
We could be doing real things to help
Americans and the economy right now.
Yet here we are, for the 31st time, vot-
ing on the same thing. So, instead of
repeal, let’s talk about the benefits to
Americans as the Affordable Care Act
is implemented.

Because it will result in more people
having access to health care, the Af-
fordable Care Act will change the lives
of millions of people. It will prevent
more of the heart-wrenching stories
like those we all hear about with re-
gard to the consequences of a lack of
access to health care. I know someone
whose life would have been changed by
the Affordable Care Act.

Bob, in Oregon, lost his job. Because
he lost his job, he lost his health insur-
ance, so he got on to COBRA. He had
that expensive option for a while, and
at least it gave him coverage, but then
his COBRA ran out for him, just as it
does for so many other people, and he
was forced to live without health insur-
ance. It was quite a risk that he had to
take, and it didn’t work out so well for
him. Like many people without insur-
ance, he had medical troubles, but he
put off treatment, hoping for the best.
In the end, though, he ended up in the

July 10, 2012

emergency room, which is exactly what
the Affordable Care Act is designed to
prevent. He had surgery, and was then
in the hospital for almost a month. Be-
cause of the sky-high medical bills, he
almost lost his home.

Fortunately, he is doing okay today,
but it was a very close call. This would
not have happened under the Afford-
able Care Act, and it will not happen
under the Affordable Care Act. Bob
would have had access to affordable
health care coverage, and he would not
have put off preventative care, which is
covered under the Affordable Care Act.
He would have seen his doctor at the
first sign of a problem, and he would
not have ended up in the emergency
room, which raises health care costs
for everyone—a cost shift that the Af-
fordable Care Act is designed to pre-
vent—and he would not have come so
close to losing his home.

The benefits of the Affordable Care
Act are undeniable: Already in my
home State of Oregon, 43,000 young
people have taken advantage of the op-
portunity to stay on their parents’
health plans; children can’t be denied
insurance because of preexisting condi-
tions; and 54 million Americans now re-
ceive free preventative care, and that’s
just after 2 years.

There are more and more benefits
that will be implemented over the next
several years: Insurers will no longer
be able to discriminate against women;
insurance marketplaces, called ‘‘ex-
changes,” will be created to make sure
that everyone has access to affordable
health insurance options; and starting
just next month, women will have ac-
cess to free preventative health care
and contraception. All of these will be
put into place, and as they are, more
people will see how the Affordable Care
Act positively affects their health and
their wallets.

Repealing the Affordable Care Act
has no benefits. In fact, doing so would
take away every single benefit I just
mentioned and more. According to the
Congressional Budget Office, the repeal
would increase the deficit—increase
the deficit—by $210 billion over the
next 10 years. We can all agree that
such an increase is unacceptable and
fiscally irresponsible. So this will
mark the 31st time that the House has
voted on some form of repeal of the Af-
fordable Care Act. I hope it’s the last
so that we can focus more on the
things that really matter.

————

WALL STREET V. MAIN STREET

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) for 5 minutes.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to talk about what is nothing
less than the largest transfer of the
American people’s wealth from Main
Street to Wall Street. It is likely the
largest transfer in American history
due to the fallout from the financial
crisis of 2008.

Banks at the heart of the crisis all
got larger as their CEOs made more
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money while average citizens saw their
incomes stall, or drop, or be elimi-
nated, and while communities across
this country were hit hard by their
losses. Recently, the Federal Reserve
issued a startling report showing that
the net worth of the average American
family fell by as much as 40 percent in
the last 3 years. But I can tell you the
banks and speculators at the heart of
this crisis that has hurt us all have all
done better. It’s really startling. The
2010 numbers set families, ordinary
middle class families, back by nearly
two decades. America’s middle class
was the hardest hit. Many families saw
losses in their retirement savings, they
saw their home worths go down, and so
many millions lost jobs.

The majority of the damage nation-
wide was caused by the collapse of the
housing market because the largest
form of savings that any family actu-
ally accumulates is in the ownership of
a family’s home. According to the Fed-
eral Reserve, the median value of
Americans’ stake in their homes fell by
42 percent—nearly half—between 2007
and 2010 to about $55,000. Those are
shocking figures. While we have seen
wages stagnate for the vast majority of
Americans during the past three dec-
ades, the median income fell nearly 8
percent in 2010 to $45,800. Our citizens
are meeting the crisis, in my opinion,
with great resolve and dignity. But
those who are largely responsible for
their situations have averted any real
responsibility and scrutiny. Let’s just
take a look.

The Federal Reserve actually found
that only, roughly, half of America’s
middle class remained on the same
rung on the economic ladder. Most fell
down. Yet, as the Federal Reserve’s
data show, not everyone lost in the re-
cession. The median net worth of the
wealthiest among us—the millionaires
and billionaires who helped cause the
crisis—actually rose. Moreover, the
value of some of the very top has sim-
ply been obscene. I think you’d say it’s
un-American. Let’s take a look at the
top executives on Wall Street. How did
they fare when most Americans lost
decades worth of their hard-earned sav-
ings?

Reportedly, the take for 2011 of the
chief executive officer of J.P.Morgan,
Jamie Dimon, was a whopping $23.1
million. That’s just, you know, the
take-home. It’s not all the stock op-
tions and everything else. I wonder if
he thinks that’s enough? His salary
went up 11 percent—11 percent more—
even though J.P.Morgan recently ad-
mitted to trading losses of over $2 bil-
lion. How would you like that job? He
got paid more while the institution
lost money. Of course J.P.Morgan, still
standing after it helped cause the cri-
sis, got bigger after it became one of
the Big Six. Mr. Dimon is not alone in
taking home millions more while aver-
age American families lost much of
their life savings.

John Stumpf from Wells Fargo, well,
he only earned $19.8 million for 1 year—
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$19.8 million. Lloyd Blankfein from
Goldman Sachs took in $16.2 million.
That’s just the salary. His compensa-
tion reportedly rose by about 14.5 per-
cent last year despite a sharp decline
in profits and share price during that
year. Isn’t that interesting? Who
among us could have that kind of posi-
tion—you make more money when
your institution loses money.

This transfer of Americans’ wealth
has left most communities hollowed
out with abandoned homes, abandoned
commercial strips, high unemploy-
ment, soaring public debts, cars that
have been confiscated sitting on the
backlots of banks, and weakened infra-
structure across this country. When
you look at this picture, you can tell
there is something really wrong here.

In this body, we continue to debate
how to get our fiscal house in order,
but Republicans have been unwilling to
negotiate. Last year, we saw how
House Republicans gambled with our
economy. They rejected plan after plan
to raise the debt ceiling and to respon-
sibly balance the budget by putting
both spending cuts and revenues on the
table. They were protecting their fa-
vored few and their like at any cost, in-
cluding those who get special tax
breaks and get millions even when
their companies do poorly or fail. When
and why are the interests of the privi-
leged money barons put before every-
one else? House Republicans refuse to
provide tax relief for working families
unless we give even more tax breaks to
the super wealthy.

We need to get our priorities
straight. We need to get our fiscal
house in order. We need a smart ap-
proach that puts revenues and spending
cuts on the table, and we need to focus
on job creation. We need to hold these
Americans accountable for the damage
they have done, and let them carry a
hod and bear their fair share of the
burden. So, for the sake of full disclo-
sure, let’s put their base earnings for
last year on the record.

WALL STREET CEOS TAKING MILLIONS
Jamie Dimon, JPMorgan, $23.1 Million.
John Stumpf, Wells Fargo, $19.8 Million.
Lloyd Blankfein, Goldman Sachs, $16.2 Mil-

lion.

Vikram Pandit, Citigroup, $14.9 Million.

James Gordon, Morgan Stanley, $13.0 Mil-
lion.

Brian Moynihan, Bank of America, $8.1
Million.

0 1120
YOU CAN STOP WORRYING

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Illinois (Ms. SCHAKOWSKY) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. I am well aware
of the fact that there are many Ameri-
cans who think when they hear the
word ‘‘ObamaCare,”” that somehow it is
a takeover by the government of our
freedom and of our health care. I'm
hoping that people will take another
look now that the Supreme Court has
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declared this to be the law of the land
and see what the advantages are for
you, for individuals, what does it really
mean.

For example, if you’re a woman, did
you know that being a woman is like
being a preexisting condition? Over a
lifetime, women pay about 48 percent
more for their health insurance than
men do. That is ended right now be-
cause of ObamaCare. Did you know
that if you’re a woman, you’re now
able to get lifesaving preventive serv-
ices like a mammogram? You can go in
now and get a mammogram at no cost
because it’s a preventive service under
ObamaCare.

If you’re a parent and you have a
child with a disability, right now you
are able to have that child insured.
They cannot be excluded because they
have a preexisting condition. Of course,
that meant so much to the mother of
Olivia. Let me just read the story of
the mother of Olivia. Olivia suffered a
stroke at birth, and now she’s 11 years
old. She has multiple health issues, in-
cluding epilepsy and cognitive delays
and cerebral palsy. ObamaCare means
that Olivia can’t be denied coverage
based on her preexisting condition, and
there is no lifetime limit. That’s true
of everyone now in America. There is
no lifetime limit on her insurance cov-
erage.

Both of Olivia’s parents have
switched jobs since having Olivia; and
each time they switched, they had to
fight to get the needed coverage for
their daughter due to her preexisting
condition. Imagine the relief that they
don’t have to do that, and no one with
a child with a disability has to do that
anymore.

This idea of government takeover is
just not true. You will still be able to
choose your providers. All the deci-
sions you really want to make are not
going to be taken away. You will even
be able to choose your insurance com-
pany. If you can’t afford it, you will be
put into an exchange where you still
get to choose a variety of insurance
companies. If you can’t afford the pre-
miums, the government will help you
do that.

By the way, all Members of Congress
will be required to be in those health
exchanges. You won’t be able to say
that the Members of Congress are tak-
ing care of themselves with their great
health benefits. By the way, they are
the same as all Federal workers. We
pay our premiums, and we pay our
copays. We're the only Americans that
are going to be required to be in those
health exchanges. So you can be as-
sured that we’re going to be making
sure that we’re taking care of our-
selves, as well as all other Americans.

Because of ObamaCare, my adult son
the other day on his birthday said,
Thank you, Mom. He is a small busi-
ness owner. He owns a tropical fish
store in Chicago. He said, I just found
out from my accountant that I re-
ceived a pretty hefty tax credit, be-
cause that’s what’s given now to small
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businesses under ObamaCare. So the
idea that somehow small businesses are
going to be hurt because of ObamaCare,
the opposite is true. Right now this is
helping small businesses with a tax
cut.

Here are a couple of more examples.
Jerry M., a constituent, said:

My 24-year-old daughter does not make
enough money to pay for individual health
care. She became very ill with a throat ab-
scess and almost died. If it weren’t for
ObamaCare, she would not be covered under
my husband’s insurance plan then. If we had
not been able to get her into an excellent
hospital that saved her, she might have died.

That’s no longer true. You don’t have
to worry about that. You can stop wor-
rying about going bankrupt over
health care costs.

Here’s from a senior:

My drugs are over $4,000 a year or more,
and I hit the doughnut hole—meaning a gap
in coverage and the senior has to pay on her
own—by July or August. But because of
ObamaCare paying 50 percent, it’s very help-
ful to me. It probably saves me $1,200 or
more a year.

She’s an example of someone who is
saving money right now because of
ObamaCare. Take another look. I think
it’s really going to alleviate your
worry about health care costs for your
family.

———

SUPPORT THE AFFORDABLE CARE
ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. RICHARDSON) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today in opposition to the latest
Republican attempt to repeal the Af-
fordable Care Act and to block mean-
ingful health care reform. The Afford-
able Care Act has been upheld by the
highest court, the United States Su-
preme Court, who found that this legis-
lation was constitutional.

I rise today to stress my support of
the Affordable Care Act and my opposi-
tion to the legislation brought before
us today.

This legislation addresses the Afford-
able Health Care Act, millions of unin-
sured Americans, and it strengthens
the Medicare system. It relieves all
Americans of the growing financial
burden and medical costs of insurance
that many find tough to bear.

Let me talk a little bit about my dis-
trict in California. In the 37th Congres-
sional District, the benefits of this bill
are already undisputable. There are
now 23,000 children and 90,000 adults
who have health care insurance that
covers preventive services with no
copays, co-insurance, or deductible.
There will be 501 small businesses that
will receive tax credits that will help
them maintain or expand their health
care coverage for their employees.
Health care providers in my district
have received $3.4 million in affordable
care grants since 2010 to support com-
munity health centers, to develop inno-
vative and cost-saving health care de-
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livery systems, and to train new health
care professionals. These statistics are
not unique to my district. There are
similar success stories emerging all
over the country.

Let me speak a little bit about some
of those general things that are hap-
pening. If you’re a senior, based upon
the Affordable Care Act now, you are
receiving a 50 percent discount on
brand-name drugs when you are in
Medicare and you experience the
doughnut hole coverage gap. You have
free key preventive services such as
mammograms, colonoscopies, and a
free annual well-visit with your physi-
cian. If you’re a woman, you now have
free coverage of lifesaving preventive
services such as mammograms. Begin-
ning in August, free coverage will also
include additional comprehensive
women-preventive services, including
breast feeding support, contraception,
and domestic violence screening.

If you’re a parent and you have a
child who is under the age of 19, they
can’t be denied coverage by an insur-
ance company because of a preexisting
condition. If you’re an adult, you can
now join or stay on your parents’
health plan until you’re 26 years old.
Those are for our young adults. If
you’re a small business owner, you will
be one of the millions who will be eligi-
ble as a small business owner to receive
tax credits if you choose to offer cov-
erage to your employees.

Mr. Speaker, the Affordable Care Act
was a long-overdue bill that corrects
deep injustices and access to health
care. The Affordable Care Act should
be an act that is respected and upheld
by this House. It has gone through the
proper channels of legislation and now
has been validated by the TUnited
States Supreme Court.

Mr. Speaker, all Americans—young,
old, rich, and poor—have an inalienable
right to health care and to be able to
prosper. To be able to prosper, you
need to be healthy.

I ask my colleagues to support the
Affordable Care Act and to join me in
fierce opposition to repealing the ad-
vances in health care that we already
won. When we look forward, we must
focus on implementing the affordable
health care bill and focus on getting
Americans back to work.

——
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 29
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

—————

PRINTING OF PROCEEDINGS OF
FORMER MEMBERS PROGRAM

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
the proceedings during the former
Members program be printed in the
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD and that all
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Members and former Members who

spoke during the proceedings have the

privilege of revising and extending
their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from South Carolina?

There was no objection.

The following proceedings were held
before the House convened for morn-
ing-hour debate:

UNITED STATES ASSOCIATION OF FORMER MEM-
BERS OF CONGRESS 2012 ANNUAL REPORT TO
CONGRESS
The meeting was called to order by

the Honorable Barbara Kennelly, vice

president of Former Members of Con-

gress Association, at 8:12 a.m.

PRAYER

Dr. Alan Kieran, Office of the Senate
Chaplain, offered the following prayer:

Lord God Almighty, author of life
and creator of the universe, we come
today seeking Your divine wisdom,
peace, and protection.

In these complex times, inspire our
Nation’s leaders to pray with the cer-
tainty that You hear them and respond
to their petitions. Anoint our leaders
with Your spirit and grant them Your
favor.

Father, we also know that Your di-
vine protection is everlasting. We are
not naive, though, in thinking that all
will always be well. But in tough
times, we are assured that You, King of
Heaven’s armies, will be watching over
us and guiding us.

Finally, Lord, be with those in
harm’s way and their families. I pray
in Your mighty name, Amen.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Hon. Barbara Kennelly led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

Ms. KENNELLY. The Chair now calls
on the Honorable Connie Morella,
president of the association, and a won-
derful president, to take the chair.

Ms. MORELLA. Thank you. Thank
you, Barbara.

It’s always a very distinct privilege
to be back in this revered Chamber,
and we appreciate the opportunity
today to have the 42nd annual report of
the TUnited States Association of
Former Members of Congress.

I'm going to be joined by a number of
our colleagues in reporting on the ac-
tivities and the projects of our organi-
zation.

And so first of all, I'd like to ask the
Clerk to call the roll.

The Clerk called the roll of the
former Members of Congress, as fol-
lows:

Mr.

Mr.

Mr.

Mr.

Ms.

Mr.

Mr.

Mr.

Mr.

Alexander of Arkansas
Blanchard of Michigan
Bonker of Washington
Buechner of Missouri
Byron of Maryland
Carr of Michigan
Clement of Tennessee
Coyne of Pennsylvania
Davis of Virginia
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. DioGuardi of New York

. Garcia of New York

. Green of Wisconsin

. Glickman of Kansas

. Hertel of Michigan

. Hochbrueckner of New York
. Kennedy of Minnesota

. Kennelly of Connecticut
. Kolbe of Arizona

. Konnyu of California

. Kramer of Colorado

. Lancaster of North Carolina
. LaRocco of Idaho

. McHugh of New York

. McMillen of Maryland

. Michel of Illinois

. McNulty of New York

. Morella of Maryland

. Pressler of South Dakota
. Sarasin of Connecticut

. Skelton of Missouri

. Symington of Missouri

. Walsh of New York

. Zeliff of New York

Ms. MORELLA. Fellow association
members, I'm very pleased again to
welcome you to our 42nd annual meet-
ing. And I’'d like to tell you something
about the association.

It is bipartisan, as you know. It was
chartered by Congress in 1983. The pur-
pose of the U.S. Association of Former
Members of Congress is to promote
public service and strengthen democ-
racy, both abroad and in the United
States.

About 600 former Senators and Rep-
resentatives belong to the association.
Republicans, Democrats, and Independ-
ents are united in this organization in
their desire to teach about Congress
and the importance of representative
democracy.

We’re proud to have been chartered
by Congress, and we receive no funding
from Congress. All the activities which
we’re about to describe are financed via
membership dues, program-specific
grants, and sponsors, or via our fund-
raising dinner. Our finances are sound,
our projects are fully funded, and our
2011 audit by an outside accountant
came back with a clean bill of financial
health.

It’s been a very successful, active,
and rewarding year. We have continued
our work serving as a liaison between
the current Congress and legislatures
overseas. We have created partnerships
with highly respected institutions in
the area of democracy building and
election monitoring.

We have developed new projects,
we’re expanding others, and we again
have sent dozens of bipartisan teams of
former Members of Congress to teach
about public service and representative
democracy at universities and high
schools, both in the United States as
well as abroad.

When this organization was created
over 40 years ago, the former Members
who founded our association envisioned
the organization taking the lead in
teaching about Congress and encour-
aging public service. They were hoping
that former Members could inspire the
next generation of America’s leaders.
And over the years, we have created a
number of programs, most impor-
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tantly, the Congress to Campus pro-
gram, to do just that.

We continue to work with our great
partner, the Stennis Center for Public
Service. We thank them for their in-
valuable assistance in administering
the Congress to Campus program.

It now gives me great pleasure to
yield to a former president of our asso-
ciation, a good friend, Matt McHugh of
New York, who, along with Jack
Buechner, another former president
from Missouri, cochairs this great pro-
gram. Thank you, Matt.

Mr. MCHUGH. Thank you very much,
Connie, and congratulations to you on
assuming the leadership of the associa-
tion. We know you will do a wonderful
job.

As you all know, the Congress to
Campus program is the association’s
flagship domestic program and the one
that most engages Members from all
across the country of the association.
Congress to Campus sends, as Connie
said, bipartisan teams of former Mem-
bers to colleges, universities, and high
schools across the country and around
the world. We educate the next genera-
tion of leaders about the value of pub-
lic service. Students benefit from the
personal interaction with our associa-
tion members, whose knowledge, expe-
rience, and accessibility are unique
teaching tools.

During each visit, our bipartisan
teams lead classes, meet one-on-one
with students and faculty, speak to
campus media, participate in campus
and community forums, and interact
with local citizens. Institutions are en-
couraged to market the visit to the en-
tire campus community and not just to
those students majoring in political
science, history, or government. Over
the course of 2% days, hundreds of stu-
dents are exposed to the former Mem-
bers’ message of public service and ci-
vility.

The Congress to Campus program
reached an exciting new audience this
June at the 2012 American Democracy
Project annual meeting in San Anto-
nio, Texas. Former Members Dan Mil-
ler of Florida and Jerry Patterson of
California, as well as our staff member,
Liz Ardagna, traveled to Texas to pro-
mote the program to nearly 500 univer-
sity students, administrators, and pro-
fessors who are actively engaged in
civic education.

During the conference, our former
Members hosted a town hall meeting, a
breakout session on the Congress to
Campus program, and passed out bro-
chures and spoke with teachers at the
Campus & Friends tabling fair. Our
people not only got the word out about
our program, but also energized and re-
invigorated hundreds of teachers who
instruct our Nation’s youth about the
importance of civic engagement.

The program also made a number of
international visits this academic year,
including two visits to the United
Kingdom and one to Turkey. Domesti-
cally, the Congress to Campus program
more than doubled its visits from the
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fall of 2011 to the spring of 2012 and al-
ready has 13 visits booked for the fall
of 2012.

The 2011-2012 academic year included
visits to the United States Naval Acad-
emy, Dartmouth College, and the Coast
Community College System in Cali-
fornia. This fall we will be visiting Bos-
ton University, Penn State, and the
McGovern Center for Public Service at
the University of South Dakota, among
others.

More than 25 former Members par-
ticipated this academic year, and I
want to take this opportunity to thank
all of you who participated and do-
nated your time and energy. I also
want to make a special note of thank-
ing Jack Buechner, who cochairs this
program with me and who has done a
magnificent job.

I also want to encourage those who
have not yet had the opportunity to do
so and to encourage a friend from
across the aisle to join you. It is an ex-
cellent opportunity to continue your
public service after Congress. Our staff
has the fall 2012 Congress to Campus
schedule here this morning and you
can volunteer today to participate in
these exciting visits. You could also
connect us with a host school—for ex-
ample, your alma mater, a college in
your old district, or the university
your grandchild attends. Our staff will
then follow up with you to make the
arrangements. Liz Ardagna runs the
program for us and has all the informa-
tion you need.

Perhaps Liz would just stand up for a
moment so everyone knows who she is,
if they haven’t met her yet. She does a
great job for us in coordinating this
program.

As was mentioned earlier, we have
continued our excellent partnership
with the Stennis Center For Public
Service in the administration of the
program. We owe a special debt of grat-
itude to Liz, but also to Brother Rogers
of the Stennis Center for their fine
work. Brother Rogers has worked with
us for many years now and is located
at the Mississippi State University,
and has done a wonderful job as well.

The Civics Connection, a Webcast se-
ries that is broadcast to high school
civics classes across the country, has
become an extension of the Congress to
Campus program. It is a partnership
with the Lou Frey Institute of Politics
and Government at the University of
Central Florida. I am pleased to an-
nounce that since our last annual
meeting these Webcasts have officially
been added to the advanced placement
government and politics syllabus for
high schools nationwide. Now a high
school student participating in the AP
civics program at the school will ben-
efit from the experience of our former
Members since our Webcasts are incor-
porated into the AP civics curriculum.
This is a great achievement of which
we are very proud.

Since our last annual meeting, we
have also continued our relationship
with the People to People Program, an
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organization that provides hands-on
learning opportunities for elementary
school, middle school, and high school
students visiting Washington, D.C. On
each visit, former Members meet and
speak with students about the experi-
ence of public service, their personal
experiences in Congress, and the value
of character and leadership.

In the spring of 2012, these speaking
engagements took on a new congres-
sional panel format. The events take
place on Capitol Hill and not only fea-
ture a former Member as speaker, but
also several Hill staffers and interns.
This gives students the opportunity to
learn what it is really like to work in
the U.S. Congress. People to People
visits are often in the middle of the
business day, and again we are grateful
to those former Members who take the
time out of their busy schedules to
connect with students touring our Na-
tion’s Capital.

Finally, I want to say again how
grateful we are to all of those who have
made Congress to Campus such a suc-
cess in the 35 years that we have had it
and to strongly encourage all of my
friends and colleagues to participate in
the program, either by making a visit
to a school or by recommending a
school to host the program. As you
know, a democracy can prosper only if
its citizens are both informed and en-
gaged, and as former legislators we
have a particular opportunity and re-
sponsibility to encourage such involve-
ment. This program gives us the oppor-
tunity to do so, particularly with our
young people.

Again, thank you all very much for
participating and for paying attention
this morning.

Thank you, Connie.

Ms. MORELLA. Thank you, Matt, for
your leadership in this program and
the report that you have given, the
great work. Again, I also give a tip of
the hat and congratulations to Jack
Buechner, working in partnership with
you.

As you may recall from our last re-
port to Congress, the association has
put some energy and focus into the
question of bipartisanship and civility
in our political dialogue. Last year we
announced the creation of a new under-
taking for our association, the Com-
mon Ground Project. The purpose of
the Common Ground Project is to in-
volve citizens in a dialogue about the
issues of the day, to have a vigorous
debate that is both partisan and pro-
ductive, and to benefit from the experi-
ence of respecting a different point of
view. Some of our existing under-
takings already fit into that category
very nicely, with that objective, for ex-
ample, the Congress to Campus pro-
gram that you just heard about.

To give you more background about
this Common Ground Project, I invite
my colleague from Michigan, former
Member Bob Carr, to share a report.
Thank you, Bob. We did a Congress to
Campus program together a few years
ago.
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Ms. KENNELLY. The Chair wishes to
recognize that our president is here,
Dennis Hertel, and one of the finest
Members that we have had for years,
Bill Hughes is also here. We are de-
lighted to have both of you. Of course,
Dennis has given us yeoman’s service.

Bob.

Mr. CARR. Thank you, Barbara, and
thank you, Connie, so much.

I just want to rise for a second to
talk about the Common Ground
Project. Of course, we are a bipartisan
organization and everything we do is
bipartisan. We have bipartisan leader-
ship, and our programs, our Congress
to Campus program, everything we do
is in a bipartisan way. We are also
mindful that sitting Members of Con-
gress and the Congress itself faces
much different pressures than we do.
But yet this organization is in a unique
position because we have both been in-
side and outside of the Congress, and
because we are supporters of the Con-
gress, the institution of the Congress,
and hence its Members, we think that
we are in a unique situation to maybe
bridge that gap between the divisive-
ness and the lack of civility and the
discourse that we are seeing today and
hope to improve that.

That is what the Common Ground
Project is really all about. It seeks to
organize our efforts and focus them
more deliberately on this issue of the
discourse in this country. Now, you
can’t just focus on Members of Con-
gress. You have to focus on the country
itself, so that is what some of our pro-
grams are all about.

For example, just recently at George
Washington University, in cooperation
with their Graduate School of Political
Management and the Concord Coali-
tion, we held a one-day event where we
brought students together to work on a
budget simulation so that people of a
variety of points of view, different phi-
losophies and different partisan back-
grounds, could work together through
the numbers and on the tradeoffs of a
budget. At the end of the day we all
didn’t agree on everything, but we
managed to come to some conclusions,
and we weren’t throwing dishes and
napkins at one another over the proc-
ess. Just through that kind of pilot
learning project we were able to, I
think, demonstrate to some graduate
students at George Washington Univer-
sity how the process can be done in a
productive way.

Also the Common Ground Project is
partnering with some like-minded or-
ganizations around the country. One is
the National Institute of Civil Dis-
course in Arizona. Our organization
and their’s brought together a group of
bipartisan former Members and current
Members to have a discourse on what
kinds of things we might do to lower
the temperature, tune down the anger,
and get to a more productive civil dis-
course. It was a good discussion, and
our goal in this Common Ground
Project is to continue to expand our
activities and expand our cooperation
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with other like-minded organizations
and not just speak to more Members of
Congress, but to speak to the American
public.

Thank you, Connie.

Ms. MORELLA. Thank you, Bob. We
appreciate your efforts, Bob, on behalf
of this important undertaking as we
expand it and hope it will make a dif-
ference beyond our association.

A great example of how powerful and
productive bipartisanship can be is our
Annual Congressional Golf Tour-
nament. Leave it to a sport to bring us
together. It is chaired by our imme-
diate past president, Dennis Hertel,
and by former board member Ken Kra-
mer of Colorado. I would now like to
yield to Ken to give us a brief report
about this charitable golf tournament.

Mr. KRAMER. Thank you very much.

Connie, congratulations on your as-
cension to the presidency. I look for-
ward very much, as I know others do,
to working with you. You are going to
do a great job. And to my fellow co-
chair of the golf tournament, Dennis
Hertel, I want to thank him for his ef-
forts. He is now retired, and we are on
somewhat of a more equal status than
we were before, so I look forward to
working with him for many, many
years.

Five years ago we took what was a
35b-year-old tradition, which is our an-
nual golf tournament, which as many
of you know pits Republicans against
Democrats, and we gave it a bigger
mission. We converted it into a chari-
table golf tournament to aid severely
wounded veterans returning from the
battlefields of Iraq and Afghanistan.

Our beneficiaries, Warfighter Sports,
a program of Disabled Sports USA, and
Project Hope, which is a program of
the Professional Golfers Association of
America, used golf and other sports to
help our wounded veterans readjust to
life after sustaining such severe inju-
ries. They involve the entire family in
the sport and they provide equipment
and training. Our fifth charitable golf
tournament will be held on July 23 at
Army Navy Country Club, and if you
add up the revenues from our five tour-
naments, we will have raised over one
quarter of a million dollars now for
these outstanding programs that I
mentioned.

During each of our past tournaments,
we have had literally dozens of current
and former Members come out from
both sides of the aisle to support our
wounded troops. They in turn have met
with dozens of wounded warriors, many
of whom provide us with golf dem-
onstrations and play in our foursomes.
I might add that there have been some
double amputees included in their
numbers who hit further and straighter
than a lot of our members. It is an in-
credibly humbling, rewarding, and
memorable experience to spend a day
in the presence of these inspiring men
and women.

We have two outstanding current
Member honorary chairs, JOE BACA of
California and ANDREW CRENSHAW of
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Florida, and I want to thank them, as
well as Dennis, for all that they have
done to make our tournament such a
success. I also want to thank all of our
sponsors for their generous contribu-
tions, with particular thanks to Dis-
abled Sports USA and the PGA for
being such steadfast and invaluable
partners. It really is an honor to help
our Nation’s heroes in this very small
way.

Again, the next tournament is July
23. Let us know, if you haven’t done so
yet, of your interest in either playing
or becoming involved with helping with
sponsorship.

Thank you so much for your time.

Ms. KENNELLY. The Chair would
like to mention that the first time I
played in the golf tournament I said,
Where are the good golfers? And they
said, What do you think? As a
Congressperson, you have to work
down here, and on weekends you have
to work at home. There are only about
two good golfers, so anybody who hesi-
tates because they think they are not
good enough, feel free.

Ms. MORELLA. We appreciate Ken’s
report and his leadership in helping our
wounded warriors. We are so honored
that we can play a small role in the re-
habilitation of these amazing young
men and women.

Now it is my distinct honor, truly an
honor and a privilege, to present our
2012 Distinguished Service Award to
Representative Gabrielle Giffords of
the great State of Arizona. Bestowing
our association’s highest award on
Gabby Giffords was an easy decision. In
all her endeavors in public service, she
has led by example and commendable
distinction in courage. I have seen her
as a unifying force here on the House
floor as well as in the Nation.

As you well know, her challenging
schedule, which includes focusing on
getting well and still working on those
issues that are so dear to her, absorbs
her time. Therefore, we didn’t want to
impose any further on her schedule.
But we are thrilled that on her behalf
one of her very best friends in the
House of Representatives, Congress-
woman DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ,
will accept the award on Gabby’s be-
half.

But before we invite her to come up
and make comments, another friend of
Gabby’s, our former Member Jim Kolbe
of Arizona, I would like to invite him
to make a few comments.

Mr. KOLBE. Madam Speaker, the
gentlelady from Maryland—Connie—
thank you very much for yielding to
me. It is a wonderful privilege to be
back with my colleagues, former Mem-
bers, here today on the floor of the
House of Representatives and espe-
cially for me to be able to participate
in this award.

I had the privilege of serving for 22
years in the House of Representatives
representing District 5 and then Dis-
trict 8 in the House of Representa-
tives—Districts 5 and 8 from the State
of Arizona. I retired in 2007 and was
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succeeded by Representative Gabrielle,
or as we all know and love her, Gabby
Giffords.

But my association with Gabby runs
back much further than that. When I
was in Tucson, even before I became a
member of the Arizona State legisla-
ture, I knew Gabby Giffords and her
family, who were a very prominent
business family in Tucson, and she was
deeply involved in the community even
then as a very young woman.

I had the privilege of not serving
with her but serving alongside her,
serving from here while she was in the
Arizona State Legislature, and she had
a very distinguished career in the legis-
lature, as she did here, reaching across
the aisle, accomplishing legislation be-
cause she was able to talk to people
and compromise and reach those kinds
of decisions that needed to be made.
She has been involved for years with
the education of young people in our
community. She is loved by virtually
everybody in Arizona and certainly in
Tucson.

When I announced my retirement
shortly before 2006, Gabby Giffords
quickly jumped into the race as a sit-
ting member of the Arizona State Leg-
islature. She didn’t hesitate. She left
the legislature to campaign full-time.
She threw herself, as she did with ev-
erything, body and soul, into her cam-
paign to serve here in Congress. Even
though I had represented the district
as a Republican for 22 years, she won
quite easily in 2006 as a Democrat. And
then, of course, was reelected in 2008
and reelected again in 2010 in a district
that was at least marginally Repub-
lican in its registration, an indication,
I think, of how Gabby Giffords was
able, and continues to be able, to reach
across the aisle.

After she was elected to the Con-
gress, I got to know both Gabby and
her then later husband, Mark Kelly, a
lot better. And it was a wonderful rela-
tionship that they had together, and a
wonderful relationship I had with them
and the relationship they had with our
community, again, loved by everyone.

Gabby was successful, I think, be-
cause she did reach across the aisle, be-
cause she didn’t worry about partisan
labels, because she thought about how
she could accomplish things. And it is
in that spirit that, following the tragic
accident, we have formed the National
Institute of Civil Discourse, which has
been mentioned here. And our new ex-
ecutive director, Dr. Carolyn
Lukensmeyer, is with us here today.

I think it is a real tribute to Gabby
and a real tribute to all of us who care
about bipartisanship and about achiev-
ing things in this House of Representa-
tives that this organization came
about in her spirit. I think Gabby is
the definition of an eternal optimist.
No matter what kind of trouble she
faces, no matter what travails she has,
she is always cheerful, always looking
forward, always looking up, and always
thinking about what is the very best
thing that is happening in our commu-
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nity, in our State, and how she can
make things better for all of us.

So it is a great pleasure, I think, for
our association to make this award to
somebody that I think has made a real
contribution to bipartisanship in the
House of Representatives.

I now would ask Representative
DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ to come
forward and accept this award on be-
half of Congresswoman Gabby Giffords.
I hope you will let Gabby know how
much we miss her and appreciate her
good work and how honored we are
that she is receiving this award.

We have also invited Members to
send a personal note, which we have
collected in a book which I'm going to
hand to you in just a moment. It’s a
great pleasure and honor for me to
present our 2012 Distinguished Service
Award to Gabriel Giffords of Arizona.

Ms. MORELLA. Mr. Kolbe, if I may
read it. It is very small print.

The plaque is inscribed as follows:

The 2012 Distinguished Service Award is
presented by the U.S. Association of Former
Members of Congress to Congresswoman
Gabrielle ‘“‘Gabby” Giffords for her excep-
tional public service and bravery in the face
of adversity. Through her efforts on the
House Armed Services Committee; the House
Science, Space and Technology Committee;
the Subcommittee on Air and Land Forces;
the Subcommittee on Readiness; the Sub-
committee on Technology and Innovation;
and as Chairwoman of the Subcommittee on
Space and Aeronautics, Congresswoman Gif-
fords worked tirelessly to represent not only
Arizonans, military families, and veterans,
but all Americans. Congresswoman Giffords
served her country with honor, reaching
across party lines to forge bipartisan solu-
tions to our nation’s problems. Even after
the tragic events of January 8, 2011, Con-
gresswoman Giffords continues to inspire all
Americans with her incredible strength,
courage, and perseverance. Congresswoman
Giffords is an example to us all, and her
former colleagues from both sides of the
aisle salute her.

Washington, D.C., July 10, 2012.

And all of that is on this plaque
which I hand to you, along with the
portfolio of letters of congratulations.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Thank
you very much.

Mr. KOLBE. Thank you.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Thank
you so much, Madam president, Madam
Chair. Wow, all on one plaque. That’s
impressive.

I also, Madam President, have addi-
tional letters that were sent to my of-
fice for the book. So I'm the repository
going forward, and so I will make sure
that we add to this for Gabby.

Good morning, and thank you, Con-
gressman Kolbe, for that warm intro-
duction and for all of you for being
here. It really is a privilege to address
such a distinguished group, one that I
hope to not join for quite awhile, but
that I’'m really glad exists and exists in
a bipartisan way, because it is impor-
tant to mnote, especially given the
struggles that we’re going through
right now to come together and work
together, that there isn’t a Republican
Former Members of Congress Associa-
tion or a Democratic Former Members
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of Congress Association. There is one
united association. We are all Ameri-
cans, and we should all work hard to
work together.

I also want to acknowledge the pres-
ence of Gabby’s former chairman of the
Armed Services Committee, my former
colleague, Ike Skelton from Missouri.
It is wonderful to be with you.

There really is no one more suited to
receive your association’s highest
award, the Distinguished Service
Award, than my dear friend, Gabby Gif-
fords.

Gabby, as has already been said, but
can’t be oft repeated, has always led by
example, as an incredible public serv-
ant, woman, and friend. Gabby was the
third woman in Arizona’s history to be
elected to serve in the U.S. House.
Gabby worked tirelessly over the years
to represent not only Arizonans, mili-
tary families, and veterans, but all
Americans. Here in Congress, we all
came to recognize that bright smile of
Gabby’s which people so often refer to
when they’re talking about her, as she
reached across party lines to forge bi-
partisan solutions to our Nation’s
problems. In doing so, she has inspired
s0 many people with her strength in
the wake of unimaginable tragedy and
heartbreak.

For more than a year, she’s been
working hard every day to get back to
full strength. And Gabby never does
anything halfway, and her service in
Congress, as well as her recovery, is no
exception. I'm so proud of my friend for
her commitment to her constituents,
to her work ethic and her perseverance.

It will always be one of the great
treasures of my life to have met Gabby
Giffords, to have served with her in
Congress, but especially to share our
special friendship. She has always been
an inspiration to me, and seeing her be-
come an inspiration to the entire world
warms my heart, I'm sure, as much as
it warms yours.

I know that you all believe, as Gabby
does, that our country must be strong
enough to come together to solve the
challenges before us. Compared to the
obstacles that Gabby has overcome in
the past year, surely this is an attain-
able goal. We must recommit ourselves
to working together to fulfill the prom-
ises of our democracy and a commit-
ment to making America stronger so
that everyone can fulfill their Amer-
ican Dream. And this association real-
ly is the epitome, the example. You
could lead by example and be the cata-
lyst and help us forge the way toward
compromise, toward working together.

So many of you, looking across the
Chamber, have served in the time when
relationships were much tighter, when
the fabric interwoven between the two
parties was really thicker, and we
could learn from your experience. I
would urge you and encourage you to
reach out to the leadership of both par-
ties in the Congress and try to help us
because we are going to have a better
Nation if we work together. I know it
is possible. Even from the political po-
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sition that I hold in addition to my
service in Congress, I know that it is
possible. I know there are committed
Members on both sides of the aisle be-
cause I work with them every day. So
I would urge you to extend your in-
volvement in the political and public
policy process and help us make things
work and get things done.

So on behalf of Gabby and her hus-
band Mark Kelly, thank you for recog-
nizing her today. I know it means a
great deal to both of them. Thank you
so much.

Ms. MORELLA. Thank you, Con-
gresswoman WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, for
accepting the award, but also for your
very inspiring words. And that is true;
that is what we are all about. Thank
you.

You know, I'm not in the habit of
giving plaques, but I do have another
commendation that I would like to
share with you, and this is to our im-
mediate past president, Dennis Hertel
of Michigan. I would like to ask him to
join me at the dais.

Dennis, we wanted to make sure that
we gave you something to indicate
your wonderful 2 years as president of
the U.S. Association of Former Mem-
bers of Congress. You have worked tire-
lessly. You’ve made the organization
the very best and the most active that
it has ever been, and I inherit from you
an outstanding example of what a little
nonprofit can accomplish if people who
are committed lend their energy and
their expertise. I'm going to try to fol-
low your lead. It won’t be easy. I think
your shoe size is much larger than
mine, but I'll try. But you don’t have
heels; therefore, it makes it a little
more difficult for women, but we can
do it.

So on behalf of the association, I
have a plaque here which is inscribed
as follows:

Presented to the Honorable Dennis M.
Hertel in recognition and appreciation of his
strong leadership as president of the U.S. As-
sociation of Former Members of Congress.
His tremendous enthusiasm and effective-
ness will always be remembered by his grate-
ful colleagues.

Washington, D.C., July 10, 2012

It’s heavy, but it is also heavy in
terms of its importance and signifi-
cance to us of the work that you have
done. Thank you, Dennis.

Mr. HERTEL. Well, that’s a very big
surprise, and I thank you very much.
It’s a great honor. It is especially an
honor because of the people I was able
to work with these past 2 years, and all
of the time all of us have worked with
the association.

We did our retirement day for the
Members last time, and these honored
people like Ike Skelton and Dave Obey
and Jim Oberstar, people I looked to
all my life, I look at my governor
today, all of the people I get to serve
with on a regular basis, that we all do,
it is such an honor. We have never had
more people participate. We’ve never
had a greater board for the association
and all of the officers than ever before,
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but especially the staff that we all look
to. We haven’t been able to even give
them a raise because economic times
are tough for everybody, and yet we
have the same enthusiasm, and they do
more and more all the time. So I can’t
say enough about Liz and Dava and
Sabine and Peter, who make this asso-
ciation what it is. And it keeps grow-
ing and getting better all the time. It
is surprising, I think all of us, as to the
capacity that the staff has to help us
channel our experience and ideals into
a way of continuing to serve citizens
and our country.

Connie, I always tell the school kids
that come that the biggest change in
Congress is the number of women serv-
ing and the leadership roles that they
take. And so now you’ll be the presi-
dent, only the second woman since the
legendary Lindy Boggs, whom we all
loved so much. I can’t think of a better
person. I know when I asked you to do
this, I thought we needed some class in
our organization; and if there is any
person who gives it, it is Connie. Her
leadership here in the Congress, her bi-
partisan leadership overall, and her ex-
perience in the international field and
her ability to energize all of us and her
enthusiasm, and the fact that she is
the most gracious person I know, real-
ly, I think, serves all of us. We are so
fortunate to have her leadership going
forward.

I want to talk about some of the
international programs we have been
fortunate to have.

Our former Members project with
China is about 2 years old. In 2010, I
was privileged to participate in a bi-
partisan former Member delegation to
Beijing as well as Shanghai. The pur-
pose of the trip was to learn about
China firsthand, engage Chinese offi-
cials in a frank dialogue, shed some
light on current U.S. politics and for-
eign policy, and gain knowledge about
U.S.-Chinese trade relations from U.S.
corporate representatives in China and
Asia.

One thing that we found in that first
trip, and it has gone on since in our
delegations, they want to find out
about our political system and about
how we, as Congressmen and -women,
think. They get to meet with delega-
tions that are coming from the active
Members, but it is always in and out,
as we know. But for them to meet with
us for several days and hear us out,
hour after hour, about our vast con-
cerns about human rights and freedom
and trade and what it’s going to mean
in foreign policy and defense and all
the rest, I think, serves it so well that
what we’ve seen now is that we’ve had
five delegations go, and we have had
delegations go of former Senators and
former House Members, two a year.

This fall we are going to be sending
our sixth delegation. We’ve been meet-
ing with the highest ranking people.
We’ve met with their speaker. We’ve
met with their foreign policy sec-
retary, their commerce secretary, the
highest people, and we have also made
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sure that we’ve met with the NGOs,
and we’ve been meeting with corporate
America doing business in China about
their issues and problems.

We always make sure that we meet
with several university groups of stu-
dents. And those are, I think, the most
encouraging and give us the most en-
thusiasm of all, the visits that we
have, because we see in them the fu-
ture that we see in our own students.
And we see that they are bridging that
gap of freedom and communication
with us in this new age that we live in.

We have now begun to incorporate a
D.C. component also to the project. We
have good meetings with current Mem-
bers involved in the U.S.-Chinese rela-
tionship. We are bringing them in
more, and we’ve hosted more Chinese
visitors here on the Hill. We are the
perfect conduit to do that in all re-
spects, not only for China, but all the
other study groups that we have. These
former Member delegations to China
and the events here in D.C. are very
productive and a great way of showing
the important contribution that we
made in one of the most important
areas that we can—internationally.

There are a number of other inter-
national projects involving former
Members of Congress. Several years
ago, we created the International Elec-
tion Monitors Institute under the lead-
ership of then-president Jack
Buechner. My idea was we were sending
over 100 Members to the Ukraine and
other places for elections. We found
that when we were with people from
other nations—from Belgium, Canada,
and other nations—we were looked at
as more impartial than when we were
just four Americans together. So we
found that out very quickly, and we ac-
tually met with former Congressman
Cheney, the Vice President, and Rums-
feld, and built at that point a bipar-
tisan effort, and then we went overseas
and were able to have, first, the Cana-
dians meet with us. And they said
“yes” right away, and some of them
are here today with us, and also with
our friends in the EU, in the Associa-
tion of Former Members of the Euro-
pean Parliament, also.

What we do is we conduct multiple
workshops for former legislators to
train them for elections. What we
found, too, was we have a lot of former
parliamentarians going overseas for
elections—somebody forgot to train
them before they got there. It is true
that we do have the instincts to be able
to sniff out what is illegal and what is
wrong in a system, and we are able to
figure that out very quickly just be-
cause of our experience and our in-
stincts, but we still have to train them
properly so that they realize how im-
portant it is not only to be perceived
impartially but to, in fact, be impartial
and to have the knowledge of those
particular systems.

And so we have sent delegations to
Morocco, Ukraine, and Iraq. It has
mainly been possible through the Cana-
dian International Development Agen-
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cy, and we thank them very much for
their support. The original intent was
to train former legislators and prepare
them only for observing elections. We
have since realized, with our partners,
that we have to have a broader, more
planned effort as far as strengthening
democracy. We can help an emerging
democracy as it seeks to implement an
election result and facilitate a peaceful
transition of power, but also leading up
to that election to make sure that it is
fair as far as the media and all other
concerns. We can help a legislative
branch as it tries to assert its over-
sight power over the executive branch
once it is elected. Given this expansion
in scope, we have decided that the
International Election Monitors Insti-
tute no longer is the appropriate vehi-
cle—or, as my wife said, it is far too
long a title anyway—for such an ambi-
tious undertaking. We, therefore, dis-
banded it and created a new entity this
year, the Global Democracy Initiative.

I am pleased that with us today are
some of our colleagues from Canada
and Europe and that tomorrow we’ll
have the first board meeting of the new
Global Democracy Initiative. Our visi-
tors from Canada are Don Boudria,
Dorothy Dobbie, Leo Duguay, Francis
LeBlanc, and Lily Oddie. They are
joined by our good friend Richard
Balfe, who represents the former mem-
bers association of the European Par-
liament and is our current president.
We thank all of them for joining us at
our annual meeting and for all the
work that they help us with through-
out the year and for their friendship
and partnership we’ve been able to
enjoy.

As Connie mentioned earlier, we have
also begun working with the U.S. De-
partment of State. This partnership
comes in several variations. We have
connected bipartisan teams of former
Members of Congress with U.S. Embas-
sies overseas via Web casts. For exam-
ple, following the State of the Union
address, we communicated with audi-
ences in Denmark and Tel Aviv, first
giving them an extensive overview of
the President’s message and then en-
gaging in a lengthy question and an-
swer.

Another State Department-sponsored
program brings former Members di-
rectly to the embassies and consulates
overseas. Sometimes former Members
travel specifically at the invitation of
the Department, for example, when the
State Department brought Connie
Morella and Pat Schroeder to Poland
late last year for the third annual Eu-
ropean Congress of Women. Sometimes
the State Department, under Hillary
Clinton’s leadership—who has reached
out to the Former Members Associa-
tion with her staff, thinking that we
are a very vital and active asset—they
will piggyback. If we let the State De-
partment know who’s taking a trip
overseas, then they will connect with
embassies and consulates and NGOs in
those countries that the person is in,
saving our government money, but also
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extending the kind of people that we,
as former Members, can communicate
with and reaching foreign audiences.

I think that’s just one example of the
kind of thing we can be doing more of
in the future. I already know that the
experience and breadth of knowledge of
the former Members is limitless. And
when I see that the more that we can
reach young people, the more we can
reach our citizens, the more we can
reach out to the world in communica-
tion, it seems to me that the greatest
problem we have today is not that we
don’t have more information. It’s that
we don’t have better communication.

And it seems that when we’re able to
reach out, that that is the best possible
thing we can do for democracy in our
country here at home, having people
have a greater understanding and com-
munication about the issues and the
problems and the same overseas. 1
think that the people here in our asso-
ciation have shown that they have the
leadership, the knowledge, the ability
and, most of all, that they’re willing to
make that kind of a sacrifice of their
time to reach out and go overseas and
go around our country talking to jun-
ior colleges and universities and cit-
izen audiences about how we can have
better communication and, most im-
portantly, a greater democracy.

So thanks very much for all of your
help. I am really very honored. Thank
you.

Ms. MORELLA. Dennis has dem-
onstrated his commitment to the pro-
grams of the Association of Former
Members; also, his appreciation to our
international parliamentarians who
joined with us in partnership on so
many wonderful programs. I do hope,
Dennis, that you continue with that
kind of involvement that you have
demonstrated. And thank you for your
kind words too.

Another important international un-
dertaking involving former Members of
Congress is our Middle East Fellows
Program. Now in its second year, the
project brings young professionals from
the Middle East to Washington, D.C.,
for a 1-month immersion program. It is
chaired by former Members Scott Klug
and Larry LaRocco. And now I would
like to call on my friend and former
colleague Larry LaRocco of Idaho to
give us some more details. Thank you,
Larry.

Mr. LAROCCO. Well, thank you,
Connie. I want to send my best wishes
and appreciation for all you do for the
association. It was great to serve with
you here in the House. And I look for-
ward to serving with you as a board
member.

In the spring of 2009, the Former
Members of Congress Association
began a partnership with Legacy Inter-
national, a Virginia-based NGO with 30
years of experience in citizen exchange
programs, for the Middle East Legisla-
tive Fellows Program, or LFP. Initi-
ated by the Department of State and
the Bureau of Educational and Cultural
Affairs, the LFP hosts young profes-
sionals from Kuwait, Egypt, Morocco,
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and Oman for a month-long fellowship
in a congressional office or a promi-
nent NGO in Washington, D.C.

The LFP is designed to promote a
positive relationship between the
United States and the Middle East and
the gulf states which, in light of the
Arab Spring, is now more vital than
ever. The fellows, candidates with
strong leadership skills who represent
the top talent in their fields, have the
opportunity to gain practical experi-
ence and direct interaction with the
U.S. Government and its officials. This
is an invaluable opportunity, as many
of the fellows are responsible for draft-
ing policy in their respective countries
and, of course, are their future leaders.

Our association connects the fellows
with former Members whom they meet
with several times over the course of
their stay. The former Members act as
a kind of mentor to these young men
and women through one-on-one meet-
ings, roundtable discussions, and by at-
tending program  discussions and
events. The former Member mentor
program provides a unique experience
to the fellows as well as their mentors.
While the fellows learn more about the
congressional system and American
politics, former Members learn about
the culture and politics of the Middle
East.

In an exciting extension to the LFP,
at the conclusion of each program, a
team of former Members complete the
exchange by leading a delegation to the
Middle East to conduct workshops and
gain firsthand experience within the
region. I was privileged to lead such a
delegation, along with my cochair
Scott Klug, to Kuwait and Oman. The
trip was a distinct opportunity to learn
about and meet a broad spectrum of
groups and individuals involved in all
aspects of the democracy, governance,
and the economy.

The goal of this program is to seek a
better understanding between cultures
and establish an avenue of dialogue be-
tween nations. LFP is an unprece-
dented opportunity to augment a con-
structive political and cultural dis-
course between the U.S. and the Middle
East. And I am very proud that our as-
sociation can be part of such a vital
dialogue. We maintain this program
and will be active again next year with
Legacy International. Thank you.

Ms. MORELLA. Thank you, Larry,
for your leadership and your active in-
volvement in this new and very great
program.

Ms. KENNELLY. Madam Chair-
woman?

Ms. MORELLA. Madam Speaker.

Ms. KENNELLY. I would like to in-
troduce for a moment the gentleman
from Maryland, STENY HOYER, one of
our leaders in the Congress. We are
very, very proud of Congressman
HOYER because he has taken an inter-
est in the former Members, and he has
taken the time today to come talk
with us.

Ms. MORELLA. And from the great
State of Maryland, of course.
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Mr. HOYER. Well, I'm sorry I'm a lit-
tle late. I always try to come by to say
hello to former Members. One never
knows when one is going to be a former
Member. So in the expectation that
that will be, at some point in time,
where I will be, I want to make sure
that the present Members understand
how important the former Members
were to creating the institution that
we have and that we're all very proud
of.

I apologize for my voice. I have got
an awful allergy that I'm fighting, but
beyond that, I'm fine.

I want to say to all of you, welcome.
I know that a little earlier today, I was
at a fundraiser—I know you understand
those kinds of things—where we hon-
ored our colleague Gabby Giffords.
DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ was here;
is that correct, Connie?

And I'm pleased to see Connie
Morella here, my colleague from Mary-
land, and my very long-time friend who
I met when she was about 2 years of
age, some 40 years ago, Beverly Byron
from western Maryland who has re-
mained so active. And we’re very proud
of them in Maryland. But we’re proud
of all of you as well. I'm glad to be
your friend and your colleague, and I
welcome you back and look forward to
seeing you.

George—where’s George? George and
I walked in together. I asked him what
he was doing. And he had some billable
hours walking up the steps. Good for
you, George.

But I want to say, Madam Speaker,
how proud I was to have served with
you. Barbara and I came in within
months of one another in special elec-
tions. I think Barbara came in about 5
months after I did in 1981; and she
served in a very distinguished way, as
all of you did as well.

I don’t know whether Nancy came by
or if John was here, but I know that
they—oh, they weren’t here, yet. Hope
springs eternal. But I wanted to wel-
come you here and join you here.

We have a caucus now that I will go
down to. We are going to talk about re-
pealing health care today on the floor
of the House. I hope you are not hold-
ing your breath. But in any event, that
will be the subject of our debate this
week, I think.

I want to say to all of you that I hope
that you are trying to play a role in
energizing the public to the under-
standing of how critical it is for us to
meet the fiscal challenge that con-
fronts this country. In my view, the
most important thing this Congress
can do in the next 6 months is to take
very substantive, effective action on
behalf of getting our country on a fis-
cally sustainable, credible path. In my
view, that’s the single most stimula-
tive thing we could do for the economy.
It would give confidence to the world
that America, in fact, will be the eco-
nomic and national security anchor
that it has been for all of our lifetimes,
frankly. And that is threatened by this
inability to come to grips with meeting
the fiscal challenges that confront us.
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I tell people all over this country,
Greece doesn’t have the resources to
solve its problems. It’s going to need
help from outside. America has the re-
sources to solve our fiscal challenge.
What we need is the political will and
the courage to do so. And I would hope
that you would take, as part of your re-
sponsibility, as someone who has
worked in this institution—and frank-
ly, many of you worked in it at a time
when it was more possible to work to-
gether across the aisle in a construc-
tive way to solve the problems that
confront our country.

I have three daughters, three gra