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together rather than divide them? 
What about rebuilding and renewing 
America? Certainly the need is there. 

Until recently, the T&I Committee 
was an island of congressional con-
sensus. Since we merely extended the 
last transportation reauthorization 
and the new Congress must act in 
about 97 weeks, let’s work on a bolder 
vision of investing in America, one 
that puts people to work, improves the 
economy, the environment, and saves 
money in the long run. Congress can 
begin on this now. 

In the aftermath of Hurricane Sandy, 
Congress can’t ignore the near bank-
rupt flood insurance program. While we 
fix the short-term problems, however, 
let’s make it more effective, efficient, 
and actuarially sound so that it will 
spare lives, property, and the Federal 
Treasury. Overhauling the flood insur-
ance program would solve the most im-
mediate challenges caused by extreme 
weather events likely due to global 
warming. We may even be able to dis-
cuss climate change in a more thought-
ful and rational way. 

Based on the work I’ve done in the 
past with Congressman PAUL RYAN and 
Senator-elect JEFF FLAKE, I know agri-
cultural reform is a ripe opportunity. 
Taxpayers cannot afford to lavish un-
necessary subsidies on large agri-
business while harming the environ-
ment and shortchanging small farmers 
and ranchers. 

Surely Tea Party Republicans and 
members of the Progressive Caucus can 
come together to improve nutrition, 
wildlife habitats, hunting, and fishing 
while strengthening family farms. 

And since Big Bird dodged a bullet 
during the Presidential campaign, 
maybe it’s time to address the vital 
role that the Federal support for public 
broadcasting plays, which we all rely 
on—not just for news and information, 
but education for our kids and, as illus-
trated by Hurricane Sandy, emergency 
communication. 

With incredibly broad public support 
from Americans regardless of political 
party, Congress should make a long- 
term financial commitment to funding 
the most trusted brand in broadcasting 
so it can plan for the future. 

The last 10 years have been charac-
terized by bipartisan cooperation to 
promote access to safe drinking water 
and sanitation around the globe. My 
2005 legislation, cosponsored by Henry 
Hyde, Bill Frist, HARRY REID, saved 
lives and made friends for America. 

In this Congress we have another bi-
partisan bill, Water for the World, 
which is cosponsored by my friend TED 
POE, which would build on that founda-
tion and accelerate progress. It’s all 
teed up and ready to go and could be 
easily passed next week. 

Mr. Speaker, 86 percent of Americans 
think getting full information about 
their situation as a loved one faces the 
end of life should be a top priority for 
health care. Before the 2009 political 
‘‘lie of the year’’ about ‘‘death panels,’’ 
this provision in the health care reform 
enjoyed broad bipartisan support. 

There is new legislation to person-
alize people’s health care so that they 
get the information they need to make 
these difficult, sometimes painful, de-
cisions and make sure their decisions, 
whatever they are, are respected by 
doctors and hospitals. This refined leg-
islation could easily be achieved now 
that we’re implementing health care 
reform. 

These are all bipartisan, cost-effec-
tive initiatives that are overwhelm-
ingly embraced by the public. Is it per-
haps time to have a Legislators’ Cau-
cus, where Members in both parties 
who just want to get something done 
can come together with ideas like 
these? Who knows? Working together 
to get something done might become 
habit-forming. 
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LOOK OUT FOR OUR FINANCIAL 
FUTURE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. OLSON) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
share a plea from home, from Tony, 
about the impending fiscal cliff. 

Tony writes: 
We are going to have to go over the fiscal 

cliff and see the economy crumble before the 
majority of the people realize how much 
trouble we are really in. 

I have end-stage renal failure, am on Medi-
care, and receive disability each month. I do 
dialysis three times a week. That said, I will 
willingly and gladly take a reduction in my 
benefits if it means we can reduce our def-
icit. I have two young nieces, and I am look-
ing out for their financial future. In fact, if 
I knew that taking away all my benefits 
would get rid of our debt, I would do that 
today. 

Mr. President, hear Tony’s plea. 
Don’t take us over the fiscal cliff. Tony 
and his nieces need you to lead. They 
need it now. 
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AMERICA’S LATINOS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. GUTIERREZ) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, I’m 
here today to make an introduction. I 
would like the Republican Party to 
meet America’s Latinos. There are 
more than 53 million of us. But let me 
tell you a little bit about who we are 
and what we do. 

First of all, most Latinos are citi-
zens; and, in fact, most of us have been 
here for many generations. We live all 
over the United States, and our popu-
lation is growing fast. In fact, every 
single year, 500,000 young Latino citi-
zens turn 18 and become eligible to 
vote. Of Latinos under the age of 18, 93 
percent are already citizens of the 
United States of America. In this last 
election, one in 10 voters were Latino. 
In another decade, we will be 25 percent 
of the voting age population in this 
great Nation of ours. 

Here’s a key fact about the more 
than 16 million Latino immigrants. 

They work; and they work hard, often 
in jobs that are the hardest to fill, 
picking grapes and garlic, caring for 
young children in day care centers, 
sweeping and cleaning as janitors, and, 
yes, digging ditches and making sure 
our dishes are washed. You know what 
else they do? They pay taxes, regard-
less of their legal status. 

But here’s one last fact you should 
know about Latinos. They love Amer-
ica. And, my Republican friends, I 
promise you, in time, you’ll love us, 
too. 

I hope this introduction is helpful, 
but I know it’s a little late. The Repub-
lican Party really met Latinos on Elec-
tion Day. At about 11 p.m., when the 
race was over, pundits, political strate-
gists, and Republican candidates 
opened their eyes to discover who real-
ly lives and votes in the U.S. It looked 
liked we were watching Columbus 
stumble across America. Latino voters, 
who knew? Demographic changes mov-
ing as slow as glaciers, but this one 
seemed to sneak up on the news media 
like a sudden thunderstorm. 

I’ve been trying to introduce my col-
leagues to real Latinos and immigrants 
for some time. I’ve worked on bipar-
tisan comprehensive immigration re-
form bills and stayed at the table to 
work out a compromise even after all 
Republicans had left the table. But the 
Republican Party seemed much more 
interested in the imaginary Latinos 
they tried to use as a wedge issue, so 
they crafted messages aimed at the 
very few Americans who are not of-
fended when immigrants are referred to 
as criminals, gang-bangers, freeloaders, 
and lawbreakers whenever they are 
spoken about in America. 

The party nominated a Presidential 
candidate who carried around a to-do 
list of creative ways to offend Latinos. 
It called for the deportation of more 
than 10 million families and say to self- 
deport, check; celebrate the extreme 
Arizona post-immigration laws, check; 
threaten to veto the DREAM Act and 
let hundreds of thousands of young 
people who have applied for deferred 
action fear for their future, check; 
stand with other Republicans and 
begged for their endorsement when 
they have called for electrified fencing 
to keep out immigrants because ‘‘that 
works on livestock,’’ check, check, 
check. 

I believe Election Day was a check-
mate for extreme, unfair, and intoler-
ant anti-immigrant policies. Now, we 
need to come together to make 
progress. 

In truth, some Democrats did not 
seem to really see this new electorate 
either or see the change coming. Too 
many Democrats did not see immigra-
tion reform as an urgent issue or recog-
nize the need for change in a country 
that deports 1,000 people a day. 

We need to set aside the mistakes of 
both parties and do what is right for 
the American people, including Latino 
immigrants. We need to invite Demo-
crats and Republicans to sit at a big 
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