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local community, our State of California, and
across the United States.

Kevin hails from a long line of ranchers, and
his family has been in the business for almost
150 years—running cattle since 1867. A grad-
uate of California Polytechnic State University,
San Luis Obispo, with a degree in agriculture
management, he served in the City of Paso
Robles Police Department for several years
and later as a San Luis Obispo County Sher-
iff's deputy. Upon returning to help run his
family’s Bear Valley Ranch, today he operates
the ranch with his wife, June, and their three
children, Kayleen, Kody, and Kara, ensuring
another generation of Kester leadership in
California agriculture.

As President of CCA, Kevin was one of the
unique individuals who was able to advocate
for issues critical to the ranching and cattle in-
dustry, fighting to maintain and promote, as
well as educate, policymakers both in Wash-
ington and Sacramento on the importance of
ranching heritage and how California cattle-
men and cattlewomen are proud stewards of
the environment. Understanding the link be-
tween rangeland conservation, environmental
management, and running cattle, he was suc-
cessful in working with both sides of the aisle
on a variety of issues, be it on taxes, trade or
regulatory issues important to ranchers.

During his tenure as CCA President, Kevin
was also able to better coordinate with and in-
volve all the local and county cattle associa-
tions in California to more effectively promote
issues of importance to them. Prior to being
elected CCA President, he served as the CCA
Wildlife Management Committee Chairman
and is a past president of the San Luis Obispo
County Cattlemen’s Association. Kevin is also
a past chairman of the California Mid-State
Fair Heritage Foundation Board of Directors
and the California Mid-State Fair Agriculture
Committee, as well as a member of the
Shandon Joint Unified School District Board of
Trustees.

| always enjoy meeting with Kevin and get-
ting his counsel, whether it be on important
policies facing ranchers or for advice on the
best cut of steak for dinner. When we meet in
San Luis Obispo, he’s usually right off Bear
Valley in his ranching uniform. When in Wash-
ington, he may put on a coat and tie, but true
to his ranching heritage, | can always spot him
amongst all the dark suits in the hallways of
the Capitol in his cowboy hat, cowboy boots
and belt buckle.

Kevin’s dedication to ranching and our com-
munity continue to be exemplified through his
commitment to service, and while he may be
leaving CCA’s top post, | look forward to work-
ing with him on issues of importance to agri-
culture in our community, California, and
across the country.

HONORING JACK MCCARTHY
HON. HEATH SHULER

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 16, 2012

Mr. SHULER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor several of the volunteers who have
served in my district office over the past six
years while | have been in office. A Member
of Congress’ most important responsibility is to
provide excellent constituent services and
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these volunteers have assisted my staff in pro-
viding the exceptional assistance so many
have come to expect in our district. | take
great pride in the work that each one has
done on my behalf and on behalf of everyone
in the 11th Congressional District of North
Carolina.

These volunteers have always treated our
constituents with the utmost respect and made
sure their needs were met in a timely fashion.
| owe a debt of gratitude to each one of them
for the support and friendship which they have
shown me while | have served in Congress.

Jack McCarthy played a valuable role as a
volunteer from the very beginning of my time
in Congress. | could always count on Jack to
make sure visitors to our District office felt
genuinely respected and listened to. Jack’s
calming voice and demeanor provided con-
fidence to the countless constituents who
called in need of critical assistance. Jack’s
friendship and support over these past six
years have been invaluable, and | will take
with me his many wise and uplifting affirma-
tions.

Jack should be proud of the service he has
provided to our District and country. It has
been an honor to serve with Jack and as | re-
tire from office | wish him the very best in the
future. Western North Carolina is a better
place because of his efforts.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing and thanking Jack McCarthy for
his hard work on behalf of all of Western
North Carolina and to wish him continued suc-
cess in his future endeavors.

————
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HON. TOM McCLINTOCK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 16, 2012

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, we are met
here today on several items of important busi-
ness.

First, we are here to dedicate Col. Bud An-
derson Way as a permanent and daily re-
minder to all of us how honored our commu-
nity is to be the home of Bud Anderson.

But more importantly, we name this street
after Bud Anderson as a lesson to succeeding
generations in matters of courage and sac-
rifice and duty and patriotism, in the hope and
expectation that these generations will find in-
spiration and instruction in Col. Anderson’s life
story.

He grew up in the little California town of
Newcastle, in the 1920’s and 30’'s—an age
and a place where uniquely American values
of individual responsibility, self-reliance, love
of liberty, sense of duty, and love of country
were very real, very strong, and inculcated
into the very souls of America’s greatest gen-
eration.

When our nation, and all that it stood for,
came under attack by foreign tyrants, that
Greatest Generation knew instantly what was
at stake and could see clearly what had to be
done.

President Roosevelt sounded the clarion call
with these words: “No matter how long it may
take us to overcome this premeditated inva-
sion, the American people, in their righteous
might, will win through to absolute victory.”
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The whole might and fury of the nation was
committed to the cause, and from little towns
like Newcastle, courageous young men like
Bud Anderson stepped forward—indeed,
rushed forward—to defend not only our coun-
try, but what Lincoln had called the last best
hope of mankind.

Today, it is hard to imagine a time when an
attack on our country was met with the com-
plete and total resolve of the entire nation—
where every citizen set aside their daily lives
and indeed devoted themselves to, “absolute
victory.” Because people like Bud Anderson
did just that, 3% years later, the enemies of
our nation had been utterly vanquished.

Bud Anderson shot down more than 16 Ger-
man fighters in 116 combat missions. But
what he really did was far more important. At
great personal risk, he saved countless Amer-
ican bomber crews, making it possible to de-
liver justice to what Churchill called the “foul-
est and most soul-destroying tyranny in the
history of the human race,” and ultimately to
fulfill the Liberty Bell’s proud mandate from Le-
viticus: “to proclaim liberty throughout all the
land and unto all the inhabitants thereof.”

That's why we’re really here. Not just to
honor Bud Anderson. Lincoln was right that
there’s no way that we can add or detract
from the honor that his deeds already earned
him.

We’re really here because we want to know
that in this nation there once existed an Amer-
ican spirit that compelled us to recognize
moral imperatives, to destroy absolute evil
with absolute victory, and to celebrate Amer-
ican exceptionalism without reservation or
hesitation.

We have in Bud Anderson a great example
of these virtues, a great reminder that they are
real, and a great teacher from whom we can
recover these virtues in a world that is once
again piled high with difficulties at home and
abroad.

That's why we’re naming this road in his
honor—because we are desperately searching
for the qualities that defined his deeds and his
times and we have found in him a guide back
to America’s greatness.

Every person who travels this road, and
who reflects on the story of Bud Anderson and
his times, who learns that story and learns it
well, will know that it is a road that can take
us to better and brighter days ahead.

HONORING MIKE LUKSO
HON. HEATH SHULER

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 16, 2012

Mr. SHULER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the members of my Congressional Staff
who have served with me over the past six
years while | have been in office. A Member
of Congress’ most important responsibility is to
provide exceptional constituent services and
my team is second to none in providing the
best assistance to all in our District. My Wash-
ington, D.C. office is also tasked with re-
searching, processing, analyzing, and making
recommendations on an infinite number of re-
ports, policies, and legislation. | could not ask
for a more talented or dedicated team, and |
take great pride in the work that each staff
member has done not only on my behalf, but
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