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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

CONGRATULATING ARCHBISHOP
MOELLER HIGH SCHOOL ON WIN-
NING OHIO STATE FOOTBALL
CHAMPIONSHIP

HON. JOHN A. BOEHNER

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2012

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, as a proud
graduate of Archbishop Moeller High School in
Cincinnati, | rise today to congratulate and
recognize the Crusaders on their recent Ohio
State Football Championship.

It is my pleasure to report that on December
1, 2012, the Crusaders won the OHSAA Divi-
sion | state football championship, defeating
Toledo Whitmer High School 20-12. This is
Moeller High School's eighth Ohio football
championship in the school’s storied history.

Under the guidance of Coach John
Rodenberg, the 2012 Crusader football team
ended its season with a record of 12-3.

As a Crusader from the class of 1968, |
congratulate Coach Rodenberg, Athletic Direc-
tor Barry Borman, Principal Blane Collison,
President Bill Hunt, and all the faculty, stu-
dents, and alumni of the Moeller Family on
this tremendous achievement. This victory
honors the entire school community and ex-
tends the winning tradition of Moeller Football
that began decades ago under my friend,
coach, and mentor, Gerry Faust.

Moeller High School has provided a center
of learning in the finest Marianist tradition for
generations of young men from my congres-
sional district and the Greater Cincinnati area.
A Catholic school, Moeller has established a
reputation for excellence in academics, ath-
letics, faith, and community service, a reputa-
tion that is renewed and reinforced by this lat-
est achievement.

On behalf of the United States House of
Representatives, | proudly salute Coach
Rodenberg, the 2012 Crusader football team,
the Men of Moeller and the entire Moeller
Family for this memorable victory.

————

HONORING CHIEF CHRIS MOORE
UPON HIS RETIREMENT FROM
THE SAN JOSE POLICE DEPART-
MENT

HON. ZOE LOFGREN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2012

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Mr.
Speaker, | rise to acknowledge and honor
Chief of Police Chris Moore upon his retire-
ment from the San Jose Police Department.

Chris has been a police officer since 1982.
He worked for UC Berkeley campus police for
three years before joining the San Jose Police
Department in 1985. Chris earned his Bach-
elor of Arts degree from UC Berkeley, a Mas-
ters of Public Administration from San Jose

State University, and a Juris Doctorate from
Lincoln Law School. In 1999, he was selected
as a White House Fellow to serve one year as
Counsel to US Attorney General Janet Reno.
In 2004, Chris received the Fulbright Police
Research Fellowship to study police account-
ability at the London School of Economics and
New Scotland Yard.

In 2011, City Manager Debra Figone ap-
pointed Chris as San Jose’s 9th Chief of Po-
lice since 1912. During his tenure, Chris
reached out to minority groups in the commu-
nity to regain the public’s trust. Chris changed
the official police handbook to make sure offi-
cers are not unfairly profiling members of the
public. He implemented a Community Advisory
Board and personally met with community
members to address their concerns. During
talks with the community about the implemen-
tation of Secure Communities, Chris reached
out to the Latino community and emphasized
that he would not be involved in civil immigra-
tion enforcement. In 2011, Chris received the
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Association’s Mover
of Mountains award for Public Safety and
Community Bridge Building for his efforts.

Chris served as Chair for the Public Safety
Alliance. He traveled to Washington to testify
before Congress to fund the creation of a
broadband network specifically for law en-
forcement and public safety agencies to move
large amounts of video or audio data during
an emergency. The bill allows police, fire-
fighters, and other first responders to transmit
images, voice, and video back and forth from
the field to the emergency room. Police are
able to obtain pictures from bank robberies in
progress and fire departments are able to ob-
tain building plans en route to calls. When
President Obama signed the $7 billion bill to
reallocate the 700 MHz spectrum to first re-
sponders, Chris stood behind the President.

Chief Chris Moore is retiring after over 27
years with the San Jose Police Department
and | wish him all the best in the years to
come. | commend Chris for his valuable serv-
ice. The community is very fortunate to have
benefited from his dedication, commitment,
and advocacy. He has left his mark in San
Jose and | know he will continue to play a
positive role in our community during his re-
tirement.

——————

HONORING AVONDALE, ARIZONA
MAYOR MARIE LOPEZ ROGERS
ON HER ELECTION AS PRESI-
DENT OF THE NATIONAL
LEAGUE OF CITIES

HON. ED PASTOR

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, December 13, 2012

Mr. PASTOR of Arizona. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Avondale, Arizona Mayor
Marie Lopez Rogers on her election as Presi-
dent of the National League of Cities (NLC).
Mayor Lopez Rogers is the first Latina in NLC

history to lead the advocacy group, which is
dedicated to helping city leaders build better
communities.

Since she was first elected to the Avondale
city council in 1996, Mayor Lopez Rogers has
demonstrated a deep commitment to public
service. From her time on the council to when
she was elected as Avondale’s first Latina
mayor in 2006, Mayor Lopez Rogers has been
instrumental in transforming Avondale from a
once tiny community to one of the nation’s
fastest growing municipalities.

Having served in local, state, and national
organizations such as on the board of the Na-
tional Association of Latino Elected and Ap-
pointed Officials (NALEO), as a member of the
League of Arizona Cities & Towns’ Executive
Committee, and as President of the Arizona
Women in Municipal Governments, Mayor
Lopez Rogers’ skills and talents have reached
well beyond Avondale.

In 2011, Mayor Lopez Rogers was recog-
nized by President Barack Obama for her
dedication to and accomplishments in local
government at a national conference of His-
panic leaders. Additionally, she has received
the Hispanic Leadership Institute-West Public
Service Award, the Valle Del Sole Profiles of
Success 2009 Special Recognition Award, and
the 2010 Jacque Steiner Public Leadership
Award for Children from Children’s Action Alli-
ance.

Mayor Lopez Rogers knows the meaning of
hard work and does not shy away from a chal-
lenge. She worked alongside her parents in a
farm labor camp as a girl and then became
the first member of her family to go to college.
Today, as the head of NLC, | am confident
she will use her resolve to fight for initiatives
important to cities in Arizona and across the
United States.

| have known Mayor Lopez Rogers and her
family for over thirty years and | extend my
sincerest appreciation for the support and
friendship they have shown to me.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing the many achievements of
Mayor Marie Lopez Rogers and in wishing her
the best during her tenure as President of the
National League of Cities.

———

HONORING RICHARD H. (DICK)
PLAND

HON. JEFF DENHAM

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2012

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
acknowledge and honor Tuolumne County Su-
pervisor Richard H. (Dick) Pland on his retire-
ment from the Tuolumne County Board of Su-
pervisors and to thank him for his dedicated,
life-long spirit of community service.

Richard Pland has been a resident of
Tuolumne County for 53 years; and through-
out his life in Tuolumne County, Dick has
served with distinction in both the private and
public sectors.
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Dick is well known and respected through-
out the state of California for his knowledge
and contributions to the forest industry. In 41
years of private service in the forest industry,
38 of those were in Tuolumne County. During
his forestry career, Dick was a member of
TuCARE and the California Licensed For-
esters Association. He also served as a Direc-
tor of the California Forestry Association,
President of the Sierra Cascade Logging Con-
ference, and received the 1990 California
“Logger of the Year” award.

Dick’s private sector contributions also in-
cluded 15 years of service as a Director of El
Capitan Bank, and his legacy of leadership
within the public sector began early when Dick
served as a Platoon Leader with the United
States Marine Corps. While balancing his ca-
reer in forestry with raising a family, Dick still
found the time to serve for 30 years on the
Tuolumne County Board of Education.

Mr. Pland is wrapping up a 16-year run as
the District 5 representative on the Tuolumne
County Board of Supervisors. During his time
on the Board, Supervisor Pland was frequently
called upon to bring common sense and effec-
tive leadership to some of the most difficult
challenges facing the County, such as the de-
cision to privatize Tuolumne General Hospital;
advocating for sound budgetary goals and
policies helping to navigate the County
through “The Great Recession”; chairing nu-
merous Board Committees aimed at improving
County land use and regulatory policies; cre-
ating the Tuolumne County Economic Devel-
opment Authority; establishing the Board’s
Natural Resources Committee; and cham-
pioning healthy forest practices within the
Stanislaus National Forest to promote the
long-term health and sustainability of the for-
est as well as to reinvigorate forest-based
jobs. With such accomplishments, it is easy to
understand why Dick was selected to receive
the Tuolumne County Chamber of Com-
merce’s “Excellence in Government Award” in
1999.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring
Tuolumne County Supervisor Dick Pland on
his retirement and thanking him for his exem-
plary leadership, service to the community,
and his time on the Board of Supervisors.

IN HONOR AND RECOGNITION OF
MARIAN R. CAREY

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2012

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor and recognition of Marian R. Carey,
whose exemplary leadership in serving as my
Deputy District Director and Director of Con-
stituent Services raised constituent services to
the highest level possible—making the 10th
Congressional District Office of Ohio the most
impactful, responsive and successful con-
stituent response center of any Congressional
District Office in the nation.

For fourteen years, Ms. Carey directed and
oversaw a multileveled and ever-evolving sys-
tem of federal services available to constitu-
ents. Her expertise in legislative services, fed-
eral regulations and procedures, as well as
her knowledge of government and non-profit
programs and agencies, allowed her and my
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entire District staff to successfully conduct an
immense amount of complex casework in a
streamlined, effective manner—built upon an
unyielding foundation of support and collabo-
ration.

During her tenure, Ms. Carey created critical
partnerships with numerous leaders through-
out local and federal government agencies,
non-profit organizations, and the private sec-
tor. These key bonds supported constituent
casework efforts by fostering mutual coopera-
tion between our staff and outside agencies,
which were vital elements needed to secure
successful outcomes in resolving issues—
many of them dire—for tens of thousands of
constituents who sought our help.

Beyond her dynamic leadership in the area
of constituent casework, Ms. Carey also suc-
cessfully developed and managed the United
States Military Academy Nomination Program.
Due to her efforts, doors were opened for
many young men and women from the Cleve-
land community, who were accepted onto this
historic pathway of educational opportunity
and service to our nation.

Consistently reflecting grace under fire, in-
tegrity, kindness, professionalism, a sense of
fairness, a calm demeanor and a disarming
wit, Ms. Carey gained the trust and respect of
constituents, colleagues and community lead-
ers. Whether helping an elderly veteran in
need, a young man coming home from the
war in desperate need of services, or a young
woman suffering from mental illness, Ms.
Carey left no pathway unexamined and never
wavered in her commitment to find the assist-
ance and resolution needed.

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me
in honor and recognition of Marian R. Carey,
Director of Constituent Services and Deputy
District Director of the 10th Congressional Dis-
trict of Ohio. Her leadership, tenacity, dedica-
tion and accomplishment raised my work into
the light of the American consciousness, as
she, without fail, maintained the strongest
framework of casework service possible—
casework which will have a lasting impact on
the lives of thousands of citizens and their
families. | am forever grateful and honored to
have had the opportunity to walk beside her
on this journey of public service.

—

DEPARTING MEMBERS OF THE
CALIFORNIA DEMOCRATIC CON-
GRESSIONAL DELEGATION

HON. ZOE LOFGREN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2012

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to recognize the depart-
ing Democratic Members from California who
have faithfully served their constituents as rep-
resentatives in the U.S. Congress. | would like
to commend my colleagues Reps. PETE
STARK, HOWARD BERMAN, Bob Filner, LYNN
WOOLSEY, JOE BACA, and LAURA RICHARDSON
for their years of service. Their achievements
have not only helped their constituents, they
have helped create a better America.

Mr. Speaker, Golden State Members have
never known Congress without PETE STARK in
it. Elected in 1972, PETE STARK is the longest
serving Member from California and serves as
our delegation’s Dean. His list of accomplish-
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ments is long and impressive. As one of the
highest ranking Democrats on the Ways and
Means Committee, and Ranking Member and
former Chair of the Subcommittee on Health,
PETE has been a vocal leader and advocate
for ensuring that all Americans have access to
affordable health care. From creating COBRA,
creating electronic and easily transferrable
medical records, or in helping to draft the his-
toric health care reform bill, PETE has fought
tirelessly for better patient care at lower cost.
As his long-serving Chief of Staff said recently
in Roll Call, “. . . no one can question Pete
Stark’s commitment to those who don’t have a
voice and his firm belief that government is
here to improve people’s lives. He has never
wavered in his willingness to challenge special
interests and take on powerful groups in order
to pursue the right public policy.” PETE’s com-
passion and determination will be missed.

Our next longest-serving Member, HOWARD
BERMAN, has been an extraordinary Member
since 1983. As the Ranking Member and
former Chairman of the Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee, he has worked to strengthen U.S. rela-
tions with foreign governments abroad and
keep Americans safe. Widely-regarded as a
brilliant and effective legislator in the House,
some of his biggest accomplishments include
programs critical to the global fight against
HIV/AIDS and improving U.S. foreign aid pro-
grams. And as a colleague and senior Mem-
ber on the Judiciary Committee, he has val-
iantly fought on behalf of immigrants. His role
in drafting immigration law is unique and im-
portant. When we disagree on copyright and
patent issues, | still consider HOWARD a friend.
| will deeply miss his bipartisanship and legis-
lative prowess.

Bob Filner was elected in 1992 to Congress
and is widely known for his commitment to our
service men and women. As the Ranking
Member and previous Chairman on the Vet-
erans’ Affairs Committee, Bob Filner worked to
ensure that our veterans receive increased
healthcare services, low interest-rates for
home loans, and helped pass the Gl Bill for
veterans of the Iraq and Afghanistan Wars.
Bob also had a long history as a civil rights
activist and professor. Fortunately, we’ll con-
tinue to work with him as he was elected—and
is now serving—as the Mayor of San Diego.

As a senior Member on the Education and
Labor Committee, and Ranking Member and
former Chair of the Subcommittee on Work-
force Protections, LYNN WOOLSEY has been a
tireless fighter to protect working Americans
by improving working conditions and legis-
lating equal pay. As a colleague of mine on
the Science, Space and Technology Com-
mittee, she has supported clean energy initia-
tives and the preservation of our fragile eco-
system, including protecting the California
coastline. First elected in 1992, in the year of
the woman, LYNN WOOLSEY certainly helped
put a few more cracks in that glass ceiling,
and she now leaves Congress in a year that
saw a record number of women elected to the
House and Senate.

As a senior member on the Agriculture
Committee, JOE BACA has worked to preserve
and ensure that our most needy families have
access to nutritious food. First elected to Con-
gress in 1999, JOE also served as Chair of the
Congressional Hispanic Caucus during the
110th Congress and is a member of the
House Financial Services Committee.
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LAURA RICHARDSON was elected to Con-
gress in 2007, and has served on the Trans-
portation and Infrastructure and Homeland Se-
curity Committees, serving as a key advocate
for Long Beach’s port and California’s devel-
opment of high speed rail.

Mr. Speaker, the aforementioned Members
have served a combined 128 years in the
House of Representatives. As the Chair of the
California Democratic Congressional Delega-
tion, | want to thank them for their commitment
to our country, to California, and to their con-
stituents who elected them. Together we've
worked to ensure that America is a pros-
perous and safe society where everyone has
equal opportunity. I've enjoyed being with
them on this journey and wish them all of the
best in the years ahead.

———

HONORING THE SERVICE OF CON-
GRESSMAN LEONARD BOSWELL

HON. MICHAEL H. MICHAUD

OF MAINE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2012

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Congressman LEONARD BOSWELL for his
16 years of dedicated service to the people of
lowa’s Third Congressional District, and the
country.

At the end of this term, the U.S. Congress
will bid farewell to one of its great leaders. |
have had the good fortune to serve with Con-
gressman BOSWELL on the House Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure Committee, and as a
fellow member of the Blue Dog Coalition. In a
Congress that has become infamous for its
partisan gridlock, LEONARD has been a stal-
wart advocate for compromise. He has always
understood that on issues related to the well
being of our working-class families, the na-
tion’s infrastructure, and our men and women
in uniform, our responsibilities as elected Rep-
resentatives must always come before politics.

LEONARD’s leadership in this regard has al-
ways been a source of inspiration to me. With
his departure the U.S. Congress will lose the
experience of a public servant who has held
elective office for 28 years, a distinguished
combat veteran and a true American patriot.
His example of hard work and bipartisan com-
promise should not be lost on the 113th Con-
gress when it convenes next month.

| would like to offer LEONARD and his family
my deepest thanks and my best wishes for the
future.

Mr. Speaker, please join me again in com-
memorating Congressman LEONARD BoOs-
WELL's tremendous service to the United
States of America.

——————

TRIBUTE TO JOSEPH E. ROSS

HON. DANIEL E. LUNGREN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2012

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of California. Mr.
Speaker, on behalf of myself and Mr. BRADY
of Pennsylvania, our Ranking Member, | would
like to take this opportunity to pay tribute to
the life of Joseph E. Ross, former Director of
the Congressional Research Service. Joe
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Ross passed away on November 23, survived
by his wife of 66 years, Joan, 8 children, 15
grandchildren and 20 great-grandchildren. He
also leaves behind many friends and col-
leagues who fondly recall his many years of
public service.

Joe was the Director of CRS from 1986 to
1993. Before that he led CRS’ American Law
Division for 13 years. Prior to his career at
CRS, Joe served in the Navy during World
War II. Returning from that service, he earned
his law degree and entered private practice
from 1948-1951. He was called back to active
duty, eventually rising to the rank of Captain in
the Navy and retiring from the military in 1969.
This distinguished military career was followed
by 2 years at the Department of Justice and
then his 21-year career at CRS which saw him
rise from Chief of the American Law Division
to eventually lead the agency for over 7 years.

Joe Ross’ years as CRS Director saw Con-
gress grapple with the Persian Gulf War, the
Iran/Contra investigation, deficit reduction, fi-
nancial regulatory reform, the Strategic De-
fense Initiative, multinational trade agreements
and early efforts at welfare and health care re-
form. CRS deployed its staff to assist with
these and the many other issues on the legis-
lative agenda and streamlined and modern-
ized its product offerings. Congress celebrated
its bicentennial in 1989 and CRS supported
and participated in the many events sur-
rounding that anniversary. That year was also
CRS’ 75th anniversary, an occasion marked
by programs on the history of Congress and
the Congress of the future.

Under Joe Ross’ leadership, CRS became a
key player in the Frost-Solomon Task Force.
Established by Congress in 1990, the task
force provided assistance to emerging democ-
racies in Central and Eastern Europe and the
former Soviet Union. CRS helped administer
the task force’s programs and provided much
of the sought after expertise needed to help
establish democratic legislatures in those
countries. During Joe’s tenure as CRS Direc-
tor, the Service also modernized its techno-
logical infrastructure with the introduction of
more advanced hardware and software to en-
hance the products and services CRS was
able to provide to Congress and increase the
productivity of its staff. CRS staff also bene-
fited from innovative recruitment programs
launched during this period to increase the di-
versity of the CRS workforce.

Joe was active in bar activities throughout
his career, serving in several capacities with
the Federal Bar Association, including presi-
dent, and also serving on the governing body
of the American Bar Association. After retire-
ment, he was actively involved in providing
legal assistance to Habitat for Humanity.

Mr. Speaker, Joe Ross was the epitome of
the dedicated public servant. He served his
country for over 20 years in the Navy which
included involvement in decisive battles of the
Pacific theater. He followed that career with
service in the Executive Branch as an attorney
in the Department of Justice. The United
States Congress was then the beneficiary of
Joe’s second career, over 20 years in leader-
ship positions in the Congressional Research
Service, including 7 years as its Director. We
are grateful for his dedication to the public
good. To his wife, Joan, and his extended
family, | extend our deepest sympathies.
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HONORING SUPERVISOR KENDALL
SMITH OF MENDOCINO COUNTY

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2012

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to recognize my friend, my col-
league, stalwart community member and out-
going Supervisor Kendall Smith for decades of
giving back to Mendocino County.

| first met Kendall when she was a student
at Sonoma State University at a graduate
class she was taking in Public Administration.
She already had a Bachelor of Arts degree
from San Jose State University and had been
a long time member of the American Associa-
tion of University Women.

Kendall is also a member of the National
Women’s Political Caucus of Mendocino
County, a group | am proud to say picked me
as their last male candidate to endorse, an
achievement in no small part supported by
Kendall.

As a 32-year resident of the North Coast,
Kendall knows the territory. That's why | hired
her in 1997 to be a field representative when
| was a State Senator. Two years later, when
| became a Member of Congress, Kendall
continued as my Mendocino County district
representative, attending to constituent serv-
ices, working with all parts of the county and
supporting businesses, tribes, environmental
groups, nonprofits and government entities in
a multitude of ways.

In 2004, when Kendall decided to run for
Fourth District Supervisor, | had mixed reac-
tions—pride that she wanted to take that step
into the life of an elected representative and
sadness that she wouldn’t be on my staff. Her
record speaks for itself, and we have re-
mained close throughout her eight years on
the Board. | was honored to support her ap-
pointment by the Secretary of the Interior to
the Bureau of Land Management’s Northwest
California Resource Advisory Council, one of
the many boards and associations for which
she is a stalwart advocate and member.

Kendall is a model public servant. A dogged
researcher and diligent policy maker, she
earns her admiration through selfless, hard
work. Mister Speaker, it is appropriate at this
time that we pay tribute to Kendall Smith, a
fine legislator, worthy representative and es-
teemed citizen.

———

HONORING FAIRFIELD COUNTY
COMMISSIONER JUDITH K. SHUPE

HON. STEVE AUSTRIA

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2012

Mr. AUSTRIA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Ms. Judy Shupe, a long time Commis-
sioner of Fairfield County, Ohio. After twenty
exemplary years of service, Commissioner
Shupe will be retiring at the end of this year.
Commissioner Shupe first took office on Janu-
ary 2, 1993 and is now serving out the re-
mainder of her fifth term as Commissioner.

Commissioner Shupe has always expressed
a passion for public service. Before becoming
a Commissioner she served as Clerk of Madi-
son Township where she spent 13 years.
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Commissioner Shupe has given her time
and dedication to Fairfield County by attending
workshops and seminars. These events have
given her the knowledge and expertise to bet-
ter understand the needs of the residents of
Fairfield County. Judy has also been a mem-
ber of the County Commissioners Association
of Ohio which has strengthened her ability to
effectively and successfully serve all of Fair-
field County.

Commissioner Shupe serves on various
committees including the Workforce Invest-
ment Area; Resource Conservation and Devel-
opment; Prevention Works for a Drug Free
Fairfield County; OSU Extension Advisory
Committee; Geographic Information System
Committee; Revolving Loan Funding Com-
mittee; Tax Incentive Review Council; and the
Multi-County Juvenile Detention Center Board
of Trustees and Board of Directors.

Thus, today | ask my colleagues to join me
and the constituents of Ohio’s Seventh Con-
gressional District to recognize the service and
dedication of Commissioner Judy Shupe.

——

HONORING THE LIFE OF ESTHER
JACHIMOWICZ

HON. ZOE LOFGREN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2012

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to honor the inspiring life
of Esther Jachimowicz, who passed away in
her San Francisco home on November 5,
2012.

Born as Esther Bendzinski in Poland on Oc-
tober 11, 1925, she was the last remaining
Holocaust survivor in her family. The tale of
her life-as she would recount to her family and
friends-is one of tremendous loss, struggle,
and incredible perseverance. Esther and her
family were among those forced to live in the
Lodz Ghetto by Nazi troops in German-Occu-
pied Poland. In recounting her story to the
San Francisco Chronicle, she told of how life
for the Jews trapped in the infamous ghetto
was a daily struggle to survive starvation,
beatings, and shootings.

Esther and her family were among the thou-
sands who were sent from the Lodz Ghetto to
Auschwitz. There, she and her father were se-
lected by the Nazis to be kept as slave labor-
never to see her mother and younger sister
again. From Auschwitz, her father was taken
to Dachau, and Esther and another sister
were sent to another concentration camp
called Stutof. There she experienced unspeak-
able horrors, including the death of her sister.

After being liberated, Esther searched for
her family in the immediate aftermath of the
war. Hearing that her father survived Dachau,
she went to a hospital where he was being
treated. It was there in that hospital where she
also met her future husband, Nathan
Jachimowicz, a few beds down from her fa-
ther. The two had similar tales of survival,
both being trapped in the Lodz Ghetto, both
were taken to Auschwitz. Out of their com-
bined families, only Nathan, Esther and her fa-
ther had survived.

Years later, during an interview, Esther
would say she was lucky to find Nathan, to
whom she would be married for fifty-eight
years. Soon after they were wed, and along
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with Esther’s father, they left Europe to start a
new life in America. By 1962 they had settled
in San Francisco and opened Emerald Clean-
ers and Tailoring shop on Noriega Street, near
25th  Avenue. With hard work and an
unyielding belief “that every day is a new
day,” they pursued the American Dream of a
better life for themselves and their children.

Mr. Speaker, the number of Holocaust sur-
vivors is rapidly dwindling, and we must not let
their tales be forgotten, we must record their
history for future generations to learn from. As
it was said in the Hebrew Bible’s Book of Joel:
“Tell your children about it, and let your chil-
dren tell theirs, and their children the next
generation.” That is why | wanted to share Es-
ther Jachimowicz’s inspiring story.

More than just the story of an individual, her
story is that of a kind of person who lived
through one of the darkest, most brutal chap-
ters in the Twentieth Century, and held firm to
the belief of a future without hate. Her family-
and indeed our country-will forever remember
and cherish that spirit of perseverance, sur-
vival, and hope in a better future. | join with
our community in mourning her passing. While
| know Esther's family feels her loss, | hope
they can draw comfort through the pride they
must feel in the heritage and legacy they in-
herit from this incredible woman.

————
IN RECOGNITION OF THE NEW
BEDFORD WHALING MUSEUM

AND THE WILLIAM M. WOOD
FOUNDATION

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2012

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the New Bedford Whaling Museum
and the William M. Wood Foundation for their
collaboration in celebrating the history of Cape
Verdean and Azorean culture in Southeastern
Massachusetts.

Our nations’ histories are forever inter-
woven, as the ancestors of todays Azorean—
and Cape Verdean-American families remain
an integral part of Massachusetts’ economic
prosperity. Many of these immigrants were
first drawn to New England’s ports on whaling
and fishing vessels in the early nineteenth
century, often finding work in the region’s
nearby cranberry bogs. Cape Cod and South-
eastern Massachusetts are home to the fast-
est growing Cape Verdean and Azorean com-
munities in the United States.

Today, it is estimated that over 40% of the
southeastern Massachusetts population are of
Portuguese descent. The strong influence that
the Cape Verdean and Azorean cultures have
had on our local community cannot be under-
stated, and it is essential that we honor and
celebrate this important part of Southeastern
Massachusetts culture.

In keeping with this spirit the William M.
Wood Foundation has generously approved a
$300,000 grant to support the initiatives at the
New Bedford Whaling Museum geared toward
preserving the history of Azorean and Cape
Verdean communities in Southeastern Massa-
chusetts. Among other things, this grant will
support a major traveling exhibit detailing the
lives of Azorean and Cape Verdean whalers
that will make an appearance at various coast-
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al communities throughout New England. Ad-
ditional community events will be supported by
this funding, including an international sympo-
sium on the history of Azorean and Cape
Verdean immigration in Massachusetts that
will be held at the Museum.

In order to ensure that Cape Verdean and
Azorean culture is not only preserved but cele-
brated in Southeastern Massachusetts, | have
worked closely with many local and inter-
national officials, including Cape Verdean
President Jorge Carlos Fonseca, Cape
Verdean Prime Minister Jose Maria Neves,
and President of the Regional Government of
the Azores Vasco Cordeiro. It gives me great
pride to work with these individuals and to see
such strong support for honoring Azorean and
Cape Verdean culture in Southeastern Massa-
chusetts. The funding given by the William M.
Wood Foundation will establish a strong base
as we move forward, and we envision many
more opportunities for collaboration in the fu-
ture.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing
the New Bedford Whaling Museum and the
William M. Wood Foundation as they join to-
gether to celebrate the history of Azorean and
Cape Verdean culture in Southeastern Massa-
chusetts. | thank my colleagues for joining me
in recognition of these organizations for cele-
brating such an important aspect of Massa-
chusetts history.

——

IN HONOR OF NANCY MARIANNA
EMMONS

HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2012

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and celebrate the 100th birthday of
Nancy Marianna Emmons.

Nancy Marianna Pierson was born January
5, 1913 to Grace Monkhouse Pierson and
Temple Guy Pierson in the small southern In-
diana town of Spencer, near Bloomington, In-
diana. Her paternal grandmother, Cassandra
Conant Pierson, had been a schoolteacher in
Kentucky before marrying Joseph Liston Pier-
son, a private in the Union Army during the
Civil War. Her maternal grandmother was a
member of the Tyson family in Maryland, de-
scendants of Elisha Tyson (1750-1824), a
wealthy merchant and early abolitionist.

After attending the University of Indiana in
the early 1930s, she decided to move to Chi-
cago with her best friend to find work—a time
she always referred to as “her salad days.”
Nancy had a good job with N.W Ayre, an ad-
vertising agency, but after a time the glamour
of California lured her West. She had some
relatives in the Bay Area and chose to move
to San Francisco. After being there a few
weeks she wandered into an ad agency look-
ing for a job, and was immediately offered a
job as “Miss Oakland” on a float inaugurating
the opening of the Bay Bridge in November
1936.

It was around this time that Nancy noticed
a handsome blond man who walked down the
hill past her apartment everyday to his car.
She “accidentally” happened to be out on the
street one morning, and of course charmed
him. He was Donn Emmons, a shy young ar-
chitect, who was working for William Wilson
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Wourster, already a well-known Bay Area archi-
tecture firm.

Nancy married Donn in 1942, after he joined
the Navy as a Lieutenant. Through her hus-
band Donn, Nancy met my parents Fred and
Janet Farr. She was present at my birth at the
Children’s Hospital in San Francisco on July 4,
1941. The Emmons and Farr families have
been close ever since.

After the war years, the family settled in Mill
Valley, California, and had three children,
Zette (b. 1946), Janet (Luli, b. 1949), named
after my mom Janet Farr, and Andrew Pierson
Emmons (b. 1953). My mother Janet named
her second daughter after her friend Nancy.

Though the Emmons separated in 1955 and
were later divorced. Nancy maintained a close
friendship with the Farr family.

Nancy outlived Janet, Fred and Donn and
saw me, young “Sammy”, get elected to Con-
gress in 1993.

In her professional life, Nancy became very
active in the local artistic community of Mill
Valley, California, and was a member of the
Ann O’Hanlon’s “Sight and Insight” gallery.
She made large sculptural collages using
found objects and natural materials, which
were abundant in her large garden. She also
maintained a large circle of friends in the
greater Bay Area, especially in San Francisco.
She has outlived all of her own generation of
friends, and has a special place in the lives of
the children and grandchildren of that artistic
and architectural community that sprang up in
the Bay Area after World War Il.

Mr. Speaker, | know the whole House joins
me in wishing Nancy a happy, healthy and
joyful year as she celebrates her 100th birth-
day!

———

HONORING LANCE CORPORAL
SCOTT SMOLIK

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2012

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
welcome home an exemplary young Marine
from lllinois’ 3rd District, Lance Corporal
(LCpl) Scott Smolik. Having recently returned
safely from his first tour in Afghanistan, it is a
privilege to recognize LCpl Smolik’'s commit-
ment to serving our nation.

LCpl Smolik was originally stationed with the
1st Battalion/7th Marines at Twentynine Palms
Base in California. During Operation Enduring
Freedom, LCpl Smolik served with the 1/7 in
Southern Afghanistan, contributing to counter-
insurgency efforts and support for local Afghan
National Security Forces operations. While
stationed in the volatile Helmand Province in
the cities of Sangin and Musa Qala, his duties
switched from mortarman to machine gunner
atop Armored Mine-Resistant Ambush Pro-
tected (MRAP) vehicles, a role requiring par-
ticular fortitude and bravery.

LCpl Smolik will be welcomed by his moth-
er, Sharon, and his younger sister and broth-
er, Katie and Jimmy. They will be celebrating
his safe arrival this Saturday, December 15, at
St. Linus Catholic Church in Oak Lawn, IL.

| am proud to honor, commend, and thank
LCpl Smolik for his service, and wish him the
best in the future.
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RECOGNIZING THE CAREER OF DR.
CHARLES B. REED AFTER 14
YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE
CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY

HON. GEORGE MILLER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2012

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today with other members of
the California Delegation; Rep. LYNN WOOL-
SEY, Rep. KEN CALVERT, Rep. SUSAN DAvIS,
Rep. HOWARD MCKEON, Rep. ZOE LOFGREN,
Rep. JERRY LEWIS, Rep. NANCY PELOSI, Rep.
MIKE HONDA, Rep. JERRY MCNERNEY, Rep.
ANNA ESHOO, Rep. KAREN BASsS, Rep. Juby
CHU, Rep. GRACE NAPOLITANO, Rep. PETE
STARK, Rep. JOHN GARAMENDI, Rep. BRAD
SHERMAN, Rep. MIKE THOMPSON, Rep. BAR-
BARA LEE, Rep. LINDA SANCHEZ, Rep. LoIs
CAPPS, Rep. JiM COSTA, Rep. MAXINE
WATERS, Rep. JANICE HAHN, Rep. HENRY
WAXMAN, Rep. HOWARD BERMAN, Rep. LUCILLE
ROYBAL-ALLARD, Rep. ADAM SCHIFF, Rep. Lo-
RETTA SANCHEZ, Rep. XAVIER BECERRA, Rep.
DoRIs MATSUI, Rep. LAURA RICHARDSON, Rep.
JOE BACA, Rep. JACKIE SPEIER, Rep. SAM
FARR to thank Chancellor Charles B. Reed for
his service to the California State University
(CSU) system, California, and the country. Dr.
Reed has served as the head of the California
State University system for the past 14 years,
and will be stepping down in the coming
weeks. During his tenure, Dr. Reed dem-
onstrated an unwavering commitment to serv-
ing the needs of all students and significantly
improving access to underrepresented stu-
dents.

Including his 13 years as the chancellor of
the Florida State University system, Chan-
cellor Reed spent more than a quarter-century
as the leader of the country’s largest higher
educational systems. He earned national and
international recognition as an innovator, prob-
lem-solver and strategic thinker and as one of
the country’s premier experts on P-16 collabo-
ration, institutional aid, and outreach to under-
served students. More than 1.5 million stu-
dents have earned degrees that bear his sig-
nature.

During his time at CSU, Dr. Reed cham-
pioned a number of efforts to promote access
to postsecondary education for all qualified
students, regardless of family background.
Chancellor Reed reached beyond the walls of
CSU to ensure that disadvantaged and first
generation students and their families were
prepared for, and had the tools to succeed in,
postsecondary education. To do so, he cre-
ated the “How to Get to College” poster—
printed in eight different languages which de-
scribes the steps that middle and high school
students and their families need to take to pre-
pare and apply for college and financial aid.
Additionally, Dr. Reed was the driving force
behind efforts to enroll minority students in
postsecondary education. Every February,
CSU leaders visit more than 100 African-
American churches in California, and the CSU
system partners with the Parent Institute for
Quality Education to help Latino families pre-
pare for college success. Today, 52 percent of
students at CSU are minority. CSU, under the
Chancellor’s direction, has become a leader in
helping veterans, service members, and their
families by working with California’s military
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base commanders and taking significant steps
to make its campuses veteran friendly.

Chancellor Reed is a champion for a num-
ber of higher education issues critical not only
to CSU and California, but to the country as
a whole. As Chancellor, he fought for in-
creases to the Pell Grant program, and fought
to prevent eligibility changes that could have
reduced aid to the neediest students. Today,
CSU graduates over 35,000 Pell recipients
each year. Further, Dr. Reed was a leader in
designing and implementing the Voluntary
System of Accountability, a program created
by public colleges and universities to provide
families with accessible, transparent, and com-
parable information about institutions of higher
education. The Chancellor has also been sup-
portive in sparking innovative approaches to
teacher preparation, including using evaluation
for continuous program improvement. And, Dr.
Reed was a driving force behind a new Cali-
fornia law that established a transfer Associate
of Arts degree, and simplifying the process for
community college students to transfer to
CSuU.

We again thank Dr. Reed for his service. He
is an ardent supporter of CSU and a cham-
pion for affordable, high quality higher edu-
cation in California and throughout the coun-
try. We hope Dr. Reed will continue to advise
and engage policymakers on these issues, es-
pecially as Congress prepares for the next re-
authorization of the Higher Education Act.

MIKE THOMPSON, JERRY MCNERNEY, KAREN
BAss, JuDy CHU, FORTNEY PETE STARK,
BRAD SHERMAN, LYNN C. WOOLSEY, ANNA
G. EsHOO, ZOE LOFGREN, GRACE F.
NAPOLITANO, JOHN GARAMENDI, MICHAEL
M. HONDA, BARBARA LEE, LOIS CAPPS,
MAXINE WATERS, HENRY A. WAXMAN, LU-
CILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD, SUSAN A. DAvIS,
LINDA T. SANCHEZ, JIM COSTA, JANICE
HAHN, HOWARD L. BERMAN, ADAM B.
SCHIFF, LORETTA SANCHEZ, HOWARD P.
“BuUck” MCKEON, XAVIER BECERRA, JACKIE
SPEIER, LAURA RICHARDSON, SAM FARR,
DoRis O. MATsul, KEN CALVERT, JOE
BACA, JERRY LEWIS, NANCY PELOSI.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE REV-
EREND JOHN NEWLAND MAFFITT

HON. MIKE McINTYRE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2012

Mr. MCINTYRE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Reverend John Newland Maffitt,
who was appointed Chaplain of the U.S.
House of Representatives on December 6,
1941, and sworn in on December 13, 1941.

John Newland Maffitt was born in Dublin,
Ireland, on December 28, 1795. His parents
belonged to the established church, but Maffitt
embraced the Wesleyan doctrines in 1813 and
grew determined to become a minister. Upon
meeting opposition at home, Maffitt immi-
grated to the United States in 1819, and in
1822 entered the New England conference of
the Methodist Episcopal Church. He preached
in various cities in the eastern United States
before establishing “Western Methodist” in
Nashville, Tennessee in 1833, in conjunction
with Reverend Lewis Garrett. This church was
subsequently transformed into the “Christian
Advocate,” and adopted as the central organ
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of the Southern Methodist Episcopal Church.
Great numbers assembled to listen to his ser-
mons, and many converts joined his con-
gregation. He also served as an agent and
professor of elocution and belles-lettres for La
Orange College, Alabama from 1836-1837,
but resided chiefly in the Atlantic cities.

In 1841, Maffitt was sworn in as Chaplain of
the U.S. House of Representatives, where he
continued the tradition established by the Con-
tinental Congresses of each day’s proceedings
opening with a prayer.

After his service to the U.S. House, Maffitt
went on to edit a literary and religious month-
ly, called the “Calvary Token,” and authored
reflections of his life and religious experiences
including, Tears of Contrition, Pulpit Sketches,
a volume of poems, an oratorical dictionary,
and an autobiography.

Reverend John Newland Maffitt died near
Mobile, Alabama, on May 28, 1850. It is note-
worthy that his son, also named John
Newland Maffitt, would become one of North
Carolina’s great historical figures, first as a
Naval Surveyor, charting much of the Atlantic
coastline, and then as a blockade runner for
the Confederate Navy. | paid tribute to him in
the House of Representatives on May 5, 2010.

Mr. Speaker, Reverend John Newland
Maffitt was a man of faith and duty who
served the U.S. House of Representatives
honorably. | ask my colleagues to join me in
recognizing his contribution to our tradition of
faith and service.

——————

HONORING CAPTAIN DAN GRIFFIN

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2012

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased
today to honor Captain Dan Griffin for his
dedicated service in the U.S. Army, and to
commemorate his safe return home to his
friends and family in Oak Lawn, IL.

Captain Griffin recently completed a tour in
Afghanistan with the First Brigade of the 82nd
Airborne Division. Stationed in the Ghazni
province as an Army attorney, Griffin utilized
his experiences from working as a State’s At-
torney at the Cook County Criminal Court-
house in Chicago. He provided legal insight on
rules of engagement to U.S. Commanders and
also advised troops on personal legal issues.
In this role, he was pivotal in helping other sol-
diers to do their jobs effectively.

His homecoming celebration will be held this
upcoming Saturday, December 15th, at St.
Linus Catholic Church in Oak Lawn, IL, where
Captain Griffin has been a parishioner his
whole life. He will be welcomed home by his
mother and father, Ginny and Jim, brothers,
Ed and Jim, and sister, Coleen.

Please join me in recognizing Captain Grif-
fin’s service and dedication to our country. His
expertise and skill have contributed signifi-
cantly to our nation’s effort in Afghanistan, and
| am happy to welcome him home.
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INTRODUCTION OF THE FOSTER
YOUTH HIGHER EDUCATION OP-
PORTUNITIES ACT

HON. JOHN LEWIS

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2012

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | am
proud to join my good friend and colleague,
Senator JOHN KERRY (D-MA) in sponsoring
the Foster Youth Higher Education Opportuni-
ties Act.

This bipartisan proposal is simple and
straightforward. The Foster Youth Higher Edu-
cation Opportunities Act directs the U.S. De-
partment of Education to ensure that foster
care youth know about specific programs and
benefits for which they are eligible. The bill will
also require that the Department highlights
specific federal education initiatives for foster
youth on their website.

As a Member of the Ways and Means
Human Resource Subcommittee, | listened to
testimony from countless former foster care
youth in our hearings. Witnesses over the
years included two of my constituents—An-
thony Reeves and Shalita O’Neale; both
young people “aged-out” of Georgia’s foster
care system, and fought hard to beat the odds
and become successful adults.

Mr. Speaker, this is a long, hard road. The
transition from foster care to adulthood and
independence is very difficult, and there are
countless obstacles facing them. It breaks
your heart to listen to their stories about how
hard it is to find housing, health care, edu-
cation, livable wage jobs, security, and sta-
bility.

T¥1e Foster Youth Higher Education Oppor-
tunities Act is a small bill, but it is an important
one. Every Member of Congress knows that
education is the key. This basic, common-
sense bill helps to tear down just one of those
barriers.

| hope all of my colleagues will join me in
support of this goodwill effort.

———————

HONORING GEORGIA INDUSTRIES
FOR THE BLIND

HON. AUSTIN SCOTT

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2012

Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, today, | rise to recognize an organization
working hard throughout my home state,
Georgia Industries for the Blind. This organiza-
tion is a part of the AbilityOne Program, a
Federal purchasing program that enables
more than 50,000 Americans who are blind or
severely disabled to work and provide prod-
ucts and services to Federal and commercial
customers.

Today in America, roughly seventy percent
of blind and visually impaired working-aged
adults are not employed. Federal opportunities
through the AbilityOne Program have played
an important role in bringing people with dis-
abilities into the workforce. For example,
Georgia Industries for the Blind—employing
over 100 blind individuals throughout the
state—has been the door of opportunity for
economic independence and professional
growth for its associates.
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Recently, | visited the GIB operation at Rob-
ins AFB, and | was impressed by the opportu-
nities the organization provides their associ-
ates to develop personally and professionally.
A great example of one of GIB’s associates is
Stanley Parham. Stanley is both hearing im-
paired and legally blind. He is a 1996 grad-
uate of Jordan Technical School in Columbus,
GA. He has been employed at the Robins Air
Force Base site under Georgia Industries for
the Blind for two years where he has been
recognized as Employee of the Month from
Vocational Rehabilitation of Georgia in Octo-
ber 2010. Prior to joining GIB, Stanley worked
for ten years at Sign Graphic Printing in Dal-
ton, where as a screen stretcher, he cleaned
frames and remade or hung new mesh on the
screens. An accomplished artist, Stanley has
been honored at the White House for his pre-
vious work. In 1993, as a middle school stu-
dent, his art teacher nominated him for an art
contest with President George H. W. Bush. He
won the opportunity and produced a chalk
drawing of Mrs. Barbara Bush removing her
husband’s portrait from the wall of the Oval
Office. As one of five employees at Robins Air
Force Base that sanitizes or cleans paste-
board boxes for reuse in shipping parts/sup-
plies that maintain C-5, C-17, C-130, F-5, F—
15 aircraft Stanley exemplifies the skill and
professionalism that is common among
AbilityOne associates.

This organization focused on his skills and
abilities, giving him the chance to serve those
who serve our country. It is a place that truly
lives up to its mission.

The AbilityOne Program harnesses the pur-
chasing power of the Federal government to
buy products and services from participating
community-based nonprofit agencies that are
dedicated to training and employing individuals
with disabilities. It affords Americans with dis-
abilities the opportunity to acquire job skills
and training, receives good wages and bene-
fits, and gain greater independence and qual-
ity of life. It is for this reason that | stand in
support of the work Georgia Industries for the
Blind does each day to open doors of oppor-
tunity for Americans who are blind.

TRIBUTE TO CHAD BOYER
HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON

OF IDAHO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2012

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, | stand here
today to express my gratitude to Chad Boyer
who served as my Congressional Fellow this
year. | want to thank Chad and commend him,
for a job well done. After a year on my staff,
he is now a seasoned veteran on the appro-
priation’s process.

Chad served as my point person on the En-
ergy and Water Appropriations Subcommittee
and was responsible for all energy related
issues in my office. His engineering back-
ground and construction management experi-
ence provided me with unique technical knowl-
edge of nuclear power and other energy
issues.

In the appropriations process, Chad devel-
oped well-researched and insightful positions,
which properly prioritized the spending on en-
ergy projects based on their potential impact.
His astute political insights and his willingness




December 13, 2012

and ability to learn the legislative process
served me very well. | benefited greatly from
Chad’s advice, knowledge and work ethic over
the past year.

| also want to thank his wife Melissa, and
their daughter Megan for moving to the Wash-
ington, D.C. area for the year so that Chad
could have this experience. It could not have
been an easy move but it was great seeing
them make the most of their time here.

It was a pleasure having Chad serve as my
fellow, but | now like to think of him as another
one of my staff members. I'm sad to see his
fellowship end but | know that he will have
other great opportunities due to his knowledge
and expertise in the energy field.

| wish him and his family the best of luck
and give them my sincerest thanks for being
a part of the Simpson office “family” the past
year.

Finally, | want to thank the Nuclear Society
for sponsoring Chad as a Congressional Fel-
low. At a time when the world is becoming in-
creasingly technical and competitive, Con-
gress benefits from the advice of experienced
and educated experts.

—————

LEAST COSTLY ALTERNATIVE
POLICIES: IMPACT ON PROSTATE
CANCER DRUGS COVERED UNDER
MEDICARE PART B

HON. KEN CALVERT

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2012

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
bring to the House’s attention a November
2012 report by the Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS) Office of Inspector
General (OIG), which | requested, titled Least
Costly Alternative Policies: Impact on Prostate
Cancer Drugs Covered Under Medicare Part B
(0E1-12-12-00210). | ask that the Findings,
Conclusion and Recommendation of the report
be entered into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.
The full report can be found at: https:/
oig.hhs.gov/oei/reports/oei-12-12-00210.asp.

In 2004, the HHS OIG concluded that Medi-
care carriers should apply parity reimburse-
ment to a group of drugs covered under Medi-
care Part B known as LHRH agonists. This
recommendation was in part to remove eco-
nomic incentives for providers from the pre-
scription process. The HHS OIG further con-
cluded that the implementation of parity pricing
for LHRH agonists would produce savings of
$40 million per vyear. Following this rec-
ommendation, the Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services (CMS) encouraged carriers
to apply parity reimbursement policies to
LHRH agonists. In response to a court deci-
sion concerning another class of Part B drugs,
CMS withdrew utilization of parity reimburse-
ment for LHRH agonists in April of 2010.

In response to concerns expressed to me
that the withdraw of parity reimbursement may
have created an unintentional economic incen-
tive for providers to prescribe the costliest
drugs in the LHRH class, | requested HHS
OIG look into the matter.

In their November 2012 report, HHS OIG
found that parity pricing would have saved the
Medicare program $33.3 million dollars had it
been in place between the third quarter of
2010 and the second quarter of 2011. What's
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more, $6.7 million of these savings would
have been realized by Medicare beneficiaries
in the form of reduced coinsurance payments.
Additionally, the November 2012 HHS OIG re-
port stated that parity pricing policies may be
a useful tool for conserving taxpayer funds in
the Medicare program.

Mr. Speaker, given Medicare’s current fiscal
outlook, it is imperative that policy decisions
be made with the program’s fiscal health, as
well as the patient’s health, in mind. | encour-
age my colleagues to read the HHS OIG re-
port and | look forward to working with my col-
leagues in Congress to address the OIG’s rec-
ommendations and ensure the fiscal health of
Medicare for generations to come.

FINDINGS
MEDICARE AND ITS BENEFICIARIES WOULD HAVE

SAVED $33 MILLION IN 1 YEAR IF LCA POLICIES

FOR LHRH AGONISTS HAD NOT BEEN RE-

SCINDED

If LCA policies had been in effect between
the third quarter of 2010 and the second quar-
ter of 2011, payment amounts for Lupron,
Eligard, and Zoladex would have been based
on that of the least costly alternative,
Trelstar. As shown in Table 2, the potential
savings per dose in each quarter would have
ranged from $1.61 to $33.49 for Zoladex and
from $17.70 to $40.85 for Lupron and Eligard.

If the more expensive products had been re-
imbursed at the lower price in each quarter
under review, total expenditures for monthly
injections over the year period would have
been reduced from $264.6 million to $231.3
million, yielding a total savings of $33.3 mil-
lion (13 percent). Twenty percent of these
savings ($6.7 million) would have been real-
ized by Medicare beneficiaries in the form of
reduced coinsurance amounts.

TABLE 2: PAYMENT AMOUNTS FOR MONTHLY INJECTIONS

HCPCS Third Fourth First Second
Code Brand Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter
2010 2010 2011 2011
Payment Amounts for the Least Costly Product
13315 ... Trelstar ... 6459  $181.93  $176.27  $197.31
Additional Amounts Paid for More Expensive Product
19202 ....... Zoladex ...  +$33.49  +$12.36  +$26.08 +$1.61
19217 ... Lupron, +$40.85  +$26.28  +$32.83  +$17.70
Eligard.

Source: Medicare reimbursement amounts published by CMS for third
quarter 2010 through record quarter 2011.

During the year before LLCA policies were
rescinded, the most costly LHRH monthly
injections—Lupron and Eligard—were ad-
ministered at about twice the rate of the
least costly alternative, Trelstar (Figure 1).
However, utilization of these pricier drugs
was declining during this time, decreasing 11
percent from the second quarter of 2009
through the first quarter of 2010. Meanwhile,
utilization of Trelstar was rising, increasing
almost 5 percent over the same four quar-
ters.

As shown in Figure 1, utilization patterns
for monthly injections shifted dramatically
in favor of the costlier products almost im-
mediately after LCA policies were rescinded.
Utilization of Lupron and Eligard increased
substantially, rising a total of 31 percent
from the beginning of the second quarter of
2010 through the end of the second quarter of
2011.

During the same period, the administra-
tion of Trelstar plummeted by 74 percent,
with the largest utilization drops occurring
in the quarter during which the LCA policies
were removed and the first full quarter after.
By the end of the second quarter of 2011,
Lupron and Eligard were administered at al-
most 10 times the rate of Trelstar.

Although the administration of Zoladex
decreased over the entire 27 months under
review, utilization remained extremely low
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relative to utilization of Lupron; Eligard;
and, to a lesser extent, Trelstar.

HOWEVER, THE OVERALL UTILIZATION OF LHRH
AGONISTS HAS BEEN STEADILY DECREASING
Despite variations in the administration of

individual LHRH agonists, the number of
doses of LHRH agonists administered overall
for the treatment of prostate cancer began
decreasing at least a year before CMS in-
structed contractors to rescind LCA policies
and continued to fall for more than a year
afterward. This downward trend was evident
not only for the more commonly adminis-
tered monthly injections, but also for annual
implants.

The number of monthly injections used to
treat prostate cancer decreased about 7 per-
cent during the year before elimination of
LCA policies and continued to decrease an-
other 5 percent in the 15 months after, re-
sulting in an overall decrease of 12 percent
from the second quarter of 2009 through the
second quarter of 2011. (See Figure 2.)

The overall decrease in the administration
of the annual Vantas implant was even more
pronounced. The number of these implants
used to treat prostate cancer fell by 23 per-
cent in the year prior to elimination of LCA
policies and continued to fall another 23 per-
cent in the 15 months after, resulting in an
overall decrease of 41 percent

Although the use of LHRH agonists has
been decreasing, we did not find a compen-
satory increase in another type of hormone
therapy, the simple orchiectomy. The num-
ber of these procedures performed to treat
prostate cancer declined 15 percent during
the year before the elimination of LLCA poli-
cies and continued to decline an additional
16 percent afterward.

A study published in 2009 in The Journal of
Urology identified a similar reduction in the
use of hormone therapy to treat prostate
cancer. This study, which examined claims
and payment data from 2003 to 2007, attrib-
uted the overall reduction in hormone ther-
apy to a number of different factors, includ-
ing a decrease in Medicare payment amounts
following the implementation of the ASP-
based reimbursement methodology, the in-
creased use of intermittent hormone ther-
apy, and an increased recognition of the ad-
verse effects associated with hormone ther-
apy. The study authors conclude that these
factors, taken together, may have resulted
in a more discriminating physician practice
pattern and shrinking pool of appropriate
candidates for LHRH agonists.

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION

In 1995, Medicare contractors began using
LCA policies to control the cost of LHRH
agonists used to treat prostate cancer. How-
ever, CMS eliminated these policies in April
2010 as a result of a 2009 court ruling stating
that Medicare law did not authorize the use
of an LLCA policy for an inhalation drug cov-
ered under Medicare Part B. Congressman
Ken Calvert subsequently raised concerns
that elimination of LCA policies for prostate
cancer drugs may have provided physicians
with an incentive to administer costlier
drugs to patients.

Our results indicate that Medicare spend-
ing on clinically comparable LHRH agonists
is higher in the absence of LCA policies,
costing Medicare and its beneficiaries $33
million in 1 year. Our results also confirm
changes in utilization patterns for LHRH
agonists, some of which appear to have oc-
curred independently of LCA policies and
some of which coincided with their removal.
Specifically, the use of hormone therapy has
been decreasing overall, which may be at-
tributable in part to Medicare reimburse-
ment but may also be influenced by clinical
factors, such an increased awareness of hor-
mone therapy’s health risks. In contrast, the
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shift in utilization patterns in favor of cost-

lier products coincided directly with the re-

moval of LCA policies.

LCA policies may be a useful tool for con-
serving taxpayer funds, provided that pa-
tients retain access to appropriate care; how-
ever, in light of the 2009 court ruling, LCA
policies are not likely to be restored without
legislative action. Therefore, we recommend
that CMS:

CONSIDER SEEKING LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY TO
IMPLEMENT LCA POLICIES FOR PART B DRUGS
UNDER APPROPRIATE CIRCUMSTANCES
By seeking a legislative change to amend

the current statutory Medicare provisions

applicable to Medicare Part B drugs, CMS
could regain the flexibility to implement

LCA policies for certain clinically com-

parable products under circumstances it

deems appropriate.

—————

HONORING LIEUTENANT COLONEL
JIM KOKASKA

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2012

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Lieutenant Colonel Jim Kokaska, who
has safely returned from his most recent tour
in Afghanistan. With a distinguished career in
the U.S. Army spanning over two decades, his
efforts and sacrifices deserve our recognition
and gratitude.

Lt. Colonel Kokaska's overseas service
began when he was deployed to Germany,
and later to Bosnia, where he served as a
combat engineer on de-mining operations.
More recently, he has completed one tour in
Iraq and two tours in Afghanistan with the
416th Engineer Battalion. Although his position
as an engineer is incredibly stressful and tax-
ing, he has continued to serve admirably and
deserves the respect of all Americans. His im-
pressive service record is not only defined by
his skills and expertise abroad, but by the con-
tinuous commitment and loyalty that he has
demonstrated throughout his long career.

Lieutenant Colonel Kokaska is also a de-
voted husband to his wife, Jane, and father to
their five children: Ashlynn, Matthew, Lauren,
Julia, and Ella. He will be joined by his friends
and family to celebrate his homecoming on
Saturday, December 15th, at St. Linus Catho-
lic Church in his hometown of Oak Lawn, IL.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my distinguished
colleagues join me to pay tribute to Lieutenant
Colonel Kokaska for his selfless contributions
and long-time service to our nation.

——

HONORING BENJAMIN S.
SCHMIDLING

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2012

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Benjamin S.
Schmidling. Benjamin is a very special young
man who has exemplified the finest qualities
of citizenship and leadership by taking an ac-
tive part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop
216, and earning the most prestigious award
of Eagle Scout.
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Benjamin has been very active with his
troop, participating in many scout activities.
Over the many years Benjamin has been in-
volved with scouting, he has not only earned
numerous merit badges, but also the respect
of his family, peers, and community. Most no-
tably, Benjamin has earned the rank of Brave
in the Tribe of Mic-O-Say and has led his
troop in many capacities, including Assistant
Senior Patrol Leader, Patrol Leader, Den
Chief and National Youth Leadership Training
staff member. “Prairie Spirit,” as he is also
known by, has earned 33 merit badges, his fa-
vorite of which is golf. Benjamin has also con-
tributed to his community through his Eagle
Scout project. Benjamin remodeled and re-
stored a playground area at Seven Dolors
Catholic Church in Easton, Missouri, planting
butterfly bushes and cleaning up the garden
area. Benjamin hopes to continue pursuing his
passion for hockey into high school, juniors,
and college, where he plans on studying medi-
cine with the hope of becoming a doctor.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Benjamin S. Schmidling for his
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

————————

275TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE NEW

HERRNHUT MORAVIAN CHURCH
ST. THOMAS, U.S. VIRGIN IS-
LANDS

HON. DONNA M. CHRISTENSEN

OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2012

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
congratulate the New Herrnhut Moravian
Church on its 275th Anniversary. New
Herrnhut, in my district of St. Thomas, U.S.
Virgin Islands, is the oldest Moravian Church
in the Western Hemisphere. This weekend,
the church and its extended fellowship will cel-
ebrate the almost 3 centuries of service to the
people of the Virgin Islands and as a fellow
Moravian | will proudly join them as they do so
in scheduled activities.

Upholding its mission and vision to spread
the Gospel and serve people, missionaries of
this church, founded in what is present day
Czechoslovakia, came to St. Thomas, which
was then a Danish possession, on December
13, 1732, exactly 275 years ago today. Freed
slave Anthony Ulrich, Leonard Dober and
David Nichman arrived in St. Thomas to bring
the Good News of Christ and salvation to the
enslaved population.

Historical church documents show that de-
spite the resistance and criticism of plantation
owners and the general community, one mis-
sionary, Brother Frederick Martin purchased
Estate Posaunberg, on the eastern end of St.
Thomas and renamed it New Herrnhut in
1737. The acquisition of this property allowed
the missionaries to minister directly to the
slaves, which began the work of the church in
the New World.

The original church was destroyed by hurri-
cane and the one that now stands is more
than 200 years old. The plain and simple de-
sign is modeled after the original Moravian
Church in Herrnhut, Germany.

The New Herrnhut congregation today is
ably led by Pastor Reverend Anique Elmes-
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Matthew, who grew up in the Friedenstahl Mo-
ravian congregation on St. Croix. More than
50% of its membership may be able to trace
their roots to the original slave members who
formed the first church on St. Thomas. The
Moravian Church in the U.S. Virgin Islands,
present on all three main islands, St. Thomas,
St. Croix and St. John has been a pillar of
strength to the community at large, serving as
a source of spiritual strength and continuity.
The New Herrnhut congregation is renowned
for its rich musical tradition which they have
shared with the faithful around the world.

On behalf of the people of the U.S. Virgin
Islands and the 112th Congress of the United
States, | would like to congratulate the Pastor,
the Board of Elders, the Board of Stewards,
the 275th Anniversary Committee, and the
wider congregation on this historic and auspi-
cious occasion.

——————

HONORING THOMAS COX, PURPOSE
PRIZE RECIPIENT

HON. CHELLIE PINGREE

OF MAINE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2012

Ms. PINGREE of Maine. Mr. Speaker, |
would like to recognize an attorney in my Dis-
trict who has been awarded one of only five
Purpose Prizes this year for his role in uncov-
ering irresponsible and fraudulent foreclosure
practices. The Purpose Prize recognizes peo-
ple over 60 who do great things for the public
good.

After years of representing banks during
foreclosure proceedings—and literally writing
the book on how attorneys perform fore-
closures in Maine—Thomas Cox became dis-
illusioned with the industry. He left his firm and
didn’t know if he would ever practice law
again.

Long soul-searching led Thomas to return to
law—but this time on the other side of the
table. Volunteering for the Maine Attorneys
Saving Homes Project, he represented fami-
lies facing foreclosure. Using his years of ex-
perience, he worked with dozens of families to
make sure their rights were represented and
that everything possible was being done to
keep them in their homes.

Representing one homeowner in a battle
with  GMAC Mortgage—one of the largest
mortgage servicers in the country—Thomas
helped uncover a practice that came to be
known as “robosigning.” To speed along fore-
closures, the bank was approving documents
without verifying their accuracy. His discovery
led to a larger uncovering of systematic fore-
closure fraud at the nation’s largest mortgage
servicers. In the end, 49 states sued these
banks, winning a settlement of $25 billion to
help those who are at risk of foreclosures and
imposing new loan-servicing standards.

As Thomas continues this important work
today, he now recruits, mentors, and inspires
young attorneys to focus less on making
money and more on making positive change
in their communities. “I feel more alive than |
think I've ever felt in my life because it's good
work,” he said.

| am so grateful that Thomas took his career
and life in this direction. It's a decision that
has benefited thousands of families across the
country and will have a lasting impact in in-
spiring young lawyers for years to come. My
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best wishes to him as he receives this well-
earned honor.

IN HONOR AND RECOGNITION OF
MALAK JADALLAH

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2012

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor and recognition of Malak Jadallah,
whose exemplary work as a Member of my
Congressional Staff in the role of Immigration
Liaison brought clarity, resolution and hope to
complex immigration issues for thousands of
constituents and their families throughout the
10th Congressional District and beyond.

Since 1996, Ms. Jadallah worked as a tire-
less advocate on behalf of those seeking im-
migration assistance, including those walking
that complex path to legal residency and citi-
zenship. Ms. Jadallah pierced through red
tape and a cultural climate that rained para-
noia and discrimination by providing a steady
light of resources and guidance for numerous
individuals seeking U.S. citizenship.

Throughout her 16-year tenure, Ms.
Jadallah created strong bonds with key indi-
viduals locally, nationally and internationally.
Her dedication to her work, her easygoing na-
ture, and above all her unyielding belief in,
and true compassion for the people she advo-
cated for, made her so effective, her expertise
was sought by the most powerful immigration
attorneys and the most influential national and
international leaders. From foreign ambas-
sadors to directors of humanitarian agencies,
Ms. Jadallah’s vital connections strengthened
my work and supported successful resolutions
for thousands of immigration cases.

Ms. Jaddallah’s efforts also supported my
legislative work. Her work spanned volumes of
cases that ranged in complexity and scope,
from helping constituents obtain travel or work
visas to critical cases in which her collabora-
tion with global rights leaders and organiza-
tions enabled innocent victims of war safe
passage to America for emergency medical
treatment, to cases in which she worked to
prevent the deportation and separation of a
Cleveland mother from her children. With
every case, Ms. Jadallah’s determination and
expertise changed many lives forever.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me
in honor and recognition of Congressional
Staff Member Malak Jadallah, who leaves a
legacy of fierce determination, unwavering ad-
vocacy, compassion and justice. Her work will
continue to have a profound effect on the lives
of the men, women and children here in
Cleveland, across the country and around the
world as she continues to advance in her field.
| remain forever grateful for her friendship and
for her unyielding commitment and work that
led numerous individuals and their families
along pathways to a better life.
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NORTH KOREA MISSILE LAUNCH
CLEAR THREAT TO NATIONAL
SECURITY

HON. TOM REED

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2012

Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to ex-
press my grave concern over the three-stage
missile launch yesterday by North Korea.
While described by Pyongyang as a simple
weather satellite, the launch clearly violates
United Nations Security Council Resolutions
that ban the use of nuclear and missile-related
technologies. The launch comes just days be-
fore the South Korean presidential election is
held, timing | am sure is not a coincidence.

Pyongyang’s dismissal of international pres-
sures, as well as its continued work on mis-
sile-related technologies, pose a direct secu-
rity threat to the United States and our allies,
particularly South Korea. Yesterday’s launch
puts North Korea one step closer to obtaining
a weaponized missile. As there are over
28,000 American troops currently serving on
the Korean Peninsula, yesterday’s actions are
unacceptable and now more than ever, the
United States needs to stand strong in soli-
darity with our South Korean counterparts.

The United States, South Korea, and other
countries have been trying to engage the
North Korean regime diplomatically for many
years to end its program to develop nuclear
weapons and delivery devices that could
threaten Northeast Asia and the Western Pa-
cific.

Despite offers of many positive incentives in
the form of humanitarian aid to North Korea,
Pyongyang has persisted in its belligerence.
North Korea has stubbornly refused to adhere
to peaceful international protocols that would
boost stability and economic prosperity. This
will be the second time this year it has vio-
lated its agreements.

Political stability and security of the Korean
Peninsula are vital to U.S. interests and to our
allies. Beyond South Korea, nations including
Japan and the Philippines could be threatened
by the existence of North Korean nuclear mis-
siles. Further North Korean provocations could
easily and seriously disrupt the Trans-Pacific
trade relations that have developed over the
past six decades.

It is the obligation of Congress to speak out
when U.S. security and our economic interests
are under threat. This is a clear sign that the
Administration’s previous policies of diplo-
macy, as well as the retaliatory steps taken
after the failed April 13, 2012 launch, are not
deterring Kim Jong-un. A stronger response is
necessary.

| was pleased to see the United Nations Se-
curity Council swiftly condemn the attacks yes-
terday and | urge my colleagues to join me in
condemning the Pyongyang regime’s bellig-
erent behavior as a threat to regional and
global security. | call upon the Administration
and the National Security Council to work with
our counterparts in the United Nations to take
appropriate steps to ensure that these actions
are followed with clear consequences.
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HONORING DAVID J. SCHMIDLING

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2012

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize David J.
Schmidling. David is a very special young man
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 216,
and earning the most prestigious award of
Eagle Scout.

David has been very active with his troop,
participating in many Scout activities. Over the
many years David has been involved with
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, David
has earned the rank of Brave in the Tribe of
Mic-O-Say and has led his troop in many ca-
pacities, including Webmaster, Librarian,
Chaplain’s Aide and National Youth Leader-
ship Training staff member. “Swift Spirit,” as
he is also known by, has earned 33 merit
badges, his favorite of which is aviation. David
has also contributed to his community through
his Eagle Scout project. David remodeled and
restored a playground area at Seven Dolors
Catholic Church in Easton, Missouri, con-
structing a playground set and cleaning up the
playground area. David hopes to continue pur-
suing his passion for hockey into high school,
juniors, and college with the hope of becoming
a corporate pilot.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending David J. Schmidling for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF
MARTHA INGLE

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2012

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Ms. Martha Ingle upon her
retirement after 36 years of faithful and dedi-
cated service to the citizens of Walton County,
Florida.

Ms. Ingle began her career in public service
with the Walton County Clerk of Court, where
she served for a combined 21 years as Dep-
uty Clerk and later Chief Deputy Clerk. After
leaving the Clerk’s office, Martha continued
her career as a dedicated public servant,
working for four years as Budget Officer for
the Walton County Board of Commissioners.
Ultimately, Ms. Ingle was elected to serve as
Walton County Clerk of Court. As Clerk of
Court, she served in myriad roles, including
Chief Financial Officer for the Court, Ex-Officio
Clerk of the Board of County Commissioners,
Accountant and Auditor, Recorder, and Custo-
dian of county funds.

A shining example of commitment to public
service, Ms. Ingle received numerous acco-
lades during her tenure, including ten con-
secutive annual Certificates of Achievement
for Excellence in Financial Reporting; and dur-
ing fiscal year 2011, under her leadership, Ms.
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Ingle’s office was the only Clerk’s office in the
state to meet every performance measure set
by the Clerk of Court Operations Corporation.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States
Congress, it is my privilege to recognize Ms.
Martha Ingle for her dedication and thank her
for her service to Northwest Florida. My wife
Vicki and | wish Ms. Ingle, her daughters
Donna and Melissa, and grandchildren Luke,
Laura, Graham and Emma, all the best.

————

INTRODUCTION OF A BILL TO DI-
RECT THE SECRETARY TO ES-
TABLISH A ROAD USER FEE
PILOT PROJECT

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2012

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, as vehi-
cles become more fuel efficient, they increase
the demand on our transportation system with-
out contributing as much to its maintenance.
The Congressional Budget Office analysis
shows that the newest fuel economy stand-
ards for automobiles will result in a 21 percent
reduction in Highway Trust Fund revenue by
2040, based on current driving patterns. Al-
ready, during the past four years, Congress
has transferred over $48 billion from the Gen-
eral Fund into the Highway Trust Fund. Esti-
mates suggest that when current transpor-
tation authorization expires, the Highway Trust
Fund will require almost $15 billion a year in
addition to current gas tax receipts, simply to
maintain 2009 funding levels. Until we tie our
transportation revenues to our transportation
demands, this situation will worsen.

Failure to adequately fund transportation in-
frastructure imposes huge costs on American
citizens and businesses:

Congestion costs urban Americans 4.2 bil-
lion hours and 2.8 billion unnecessary gallons
of fuel each year; expressed in dollar terms
this is $87.2 billion, or $750 per traveler. By
2015, this cost is expected to increase to
more than $900 per traveler.

Roughly 40,000 people every year are killed
on our streets and highways, with 2.5 million
more injured, at a staggering annual economic
cost to society.

Higher transportation costs and higher in-
ventory carrying costs—partially attributable to
an unreliable transportation system—have
pushed logistics costs to nearly 10% of GDP.

Analysis by the American Society of Civil
Engineers suggests that the cost of our failing
transportation system could result in the loss
of 876,000 jobs by 2020.

We must find innovative solutions to these
challenging revenue problems.

A number of states, including Nevada, Min-
nesota, lowa, Texas, and New York have test-
ed small pilot projects where they charged
drivers for the number of miles they traveled
rather than the fuel they consumed. The tests
have proved convenient for drivers, protected
personal privacy, and been easily admin-
istrable. The Oregon Department of Transpor-
tation is now embarking on a second phase of
their pilot project, which will expand the pool
of users and test alternative different collection
methods to address questions raised by their
first pilot.

Two blue ribbon commissions established in
the prior transportation authorization
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SAFETEA-LU, as well as numerous other pol-
icy experts, have suggested that transitioning
to a vehicle miles travelled system, rather than
a gas tax, will provide the most stability to the
Highway Trust Fund, and will most accurately
reflect the user fee concept it is based upon.
The National Surface Transportation Policy
and Revenue Study Commission noted that a
vehicle miles traveled charge is the “the most
promising alternative revenue measure” to our
existing gas tax, while the National Surface
Transportation Infrastructure Financing Com-
mission reported that “a charge for each mile
driven . . . has emerged as the consensus
choice for the future.” Both commissions
found that this system was efficient at raising
revenue, closely linked system demand to rev-
enues, and could win broad public support.

The legislation | am introducing today calls
on the Department of the Treasury to study
the viability of this revenue source in every
State. While evaluating mileage based rev-
enue sources, Treasury will ensure the system
protects privacy and is simple to administer. It
will also convene working groups to address
the most complex aspects of this transition, in-
cluding road use, demand management, cli-
mate change, and technological needs. The
bill also creates a grant program to ensure the
necessary technology is available. | look for-
ward to working with stakeholders to advance
and refine this proposal.

The condition of our national highway and
transit systems and the maintenance of our in-
frastructure, and the investments that we
make in these systems, touches the life of
every American. Improving those systems
strengthens our economy, expands personal
freedom and mobility, and can help protect our
environment. | look forward to stakeholder
feedback on this proposal, and am eager to
work with my colleagues to support a vehicle
miles travelled user fee, and explore other al-
ternatives to ensure that the Highway Trust
Fund is adequately funded.

————

COMMEMORATING THE CHARTER
TOWNSHIP OF ROYAL OAK

HON. SANDER M. LEVIN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2012

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to com-
memorate the Charter Township of Royal Oak,
and express my gratitude to the residents who
have provided me with the honor of rep-
resenting them in Congress for 30 years. The
Township represents an important place in the
history of the racial and economic struggles
our nation and state have confronted. It is not
a history that should be forgotten.

| want to submit segments of this history
from the Township’s website.

“The Eight Mile segment of the Township
is imprinted with the social history of the
country. It reflects the social status and the
physical segregation of African-Americans
throughout the country’s history.

“African-American families had settled in
Detroit prior to 1763, when the British took
possession of the city and found them in resi-
dence. Aided by the Underground Railroad,
which used Detroit because of its proximity
to Canada as a dispersal point, growth of the
African-American population was fairly
rapid. By 1860, the African-American popu-
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lation in Detroit had grown to 1,403 people,
with a few of such families settling on scat-
tered farm locations throughout the region.
These farmland holdings later were sold to
White families, with the exception of an area
spanning Eight Mile, centered around Wyo-
ming Road.

“Families in advance of Detroit’s outward
growth settled the Eight Mile area. Its ini-
tial development represented a hopeful
“leapfrog” movement of African-American
families from the inner city to outlying
areas beyond the normal growth area of De-
troit. Because of the effectiveness of restric-
tive covenants and other discriminatory
practices, African-Americans seeking less
dense areas were constrained from relocating
to the immediate surrounding areas of city,
as then defined. The Wyoming/Eight Mile
Road area was a feasible and desirable option
for African-American families seeking an es-
cape from crowded areas of the City.

‘“The African-American population within
the City increased dramatically in three dif-
ferent waves before World War I, with indus-
trial expansion following both World Wars.
Coming from the rural south, many African-
American families seeking escape were at-
tracted to the Eight Mile area because of
their desire to replicate an open rural envi-
ronment, which they had left. Many of the
homes were built with sweat equity on a
payday-to-payday basis, resulting in what
might have been described as a ‘‘shack
town.”” Many homes were constructed of
makeshift materials. Around 1925, the por-
tion of this area lying south of Eight Mile
Road was annexed by the City of Detroit and
became subject to the housing and building
controls enforced by the City. The area
north of 8 mile within the Township, subse-
quently felt the housing pressures exerted on
African-American families seeking other res-
idential options than those offered by the
City of Detroit.

“With the need for emergency housing dur-
ing World War II, the federal government for
temporary wartime housing acquired much
of the available land in this part of Royal
Oak Township.

““The dramatic increase in population cre-
ated burdens for the Township including bur-
dens on the existing housing stock. Because
of the war effort, many of the homes were
overused with families doubling up. Garages,
sheds and attics were also pressed into use as
housing. In 1944, the population of this seg-
ment of the Township was only 2,989 persons.
Temporary housing added 1,464 families by
1945 or an increase of 5,500 persons. In 1950,
the population rose to 10,508 and a special
census in 1956 indicated a population of
11,000, which appeared to be the saturation
point for the one-half square mile area. By
1959, 1,708 or 75 percent of the approximately
2,300 units in the Township were adjudged di-
lapidated.

‘“Beginning in the 1940’s while the Town-
ship was feeling the deterioration pressures,
the surrounding areas were being built up by
an affluent white population whose exodus
from the City of Detroit had grown to the
Township’s border. The African-American
segment of Royal Oak Township thereby ef-
fectively became an isolated and deterio-
rated community in the midst of an affluent
white area.

“Taking advantage of the Housing Act of
1954, the Township in 1959, finally approved
an urban renewal project covering most of
the Eight Mile Segment. The project area,
encompassed all of the area east and west of
Wyoming, north of the north end, plus a cou-
ple of adjacent blocks. Activities were car-
ried out over a 16-year period in accordance
with the officially adopted urban renewal
plan. The project (which had been officially
amended for the seventh time by 1972) was
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terminated under ‘‘close-out procedures’, as
a federally supported urban renewal project
as of 1975. Project activities remaining to be
completed now fall to the Township’s com-
munity development department.

After the annexation of the north end of
the Township to the City of Oak Park, the
current population is approximately 2,840
people.”

This is not an easy history, but it is one that
we must remember. The financial collapse and
the economic recession have also been dif-
ficult for the Township and its residents. But |
have always been struck by the fabric of com-
munity that exists in Royal Oak Township, the
generations of families whom have called it
home and the determination to maintain the
identity of the Township and build a stronger
future.

| have enjoyed participating in many activi-
ties and events in the community like the an-
nual Dr. Martin Luther King Day commemora-
tion and the ever popular Pearls of Wisdom
luncheon, which honors citizens of 90+ whose
lives represent the splendor of the American
story.

Newly elected Township Supervisor, Donna
Squalls, along with all of the dedicated Town-
ship Trustees and other local elected officials
are poised to move the Charter Township of
Royal Oak forward, and | look forward to fol-
lowing their success in the years to come.

As | close, | can say with confidence that
Royal Oak Township and its residents are in
good hands with Congressman GARY PETERS.
My office will, of course, stay in close touch on
issues that impact Oakland County and south-
east Michigan as we all work together to re-
vitalize our Michigan economy.

————

TRIBUTE TO PATRICIA HICKS,
SATSUMA EDUCATOR AND HALL
OF FAME COACH

HON. JO BONNER

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2012

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to join
with the citizens of Satsuma, Alabama in
mourning the loss of one of their most distin-
guished and beloved citizens, Patricia Hicks,
who passed away December 8, 2012, at the
age of 71.

A native of Satsuma, Pat Hicks was a grad-
uate of Satsuma High School and William
Carey University in Hattiesburg, Mississippi.

She embarked on a life-long career of
coaching in 1975 when she helped petition the
Mobile County Board of School Commis-
sioners for support of girls’ sports activities in
the city.

As coach of the Satsuma High School
“Lady Gators” softball team, she led her play-
ers to state championships in 1986, 1987 and
1990. She also coached the Lady Gators to
the 1994 title game. The 1986 championship
team garnered the first state titte won by any
Satsuma High School team, boys or girls,
earning a 43-1 record.

She was also an accomplished volleyball
coach, totaling an impressive 476-175 record.
She was named Mobile County softball coach
of the year nine times and twice as Mobile
County’s volleyball coach of the year. She was
also a member of the Mobile Bay Sports Au-
thority.
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In 2001, Pat's lifetime of contributions to
sports were recognized on the state level
when she was inducted into the Alabama High
School Sports Hall of Fame. On December 2,
2012, Satsuma High School named the “Pat
Hicks Softball Field” in her honor.

In addition to her distinguished teaching and
coaching career, Pat was active in giving back
to her community as a long-time member of
the Satsuma City Council, serving for twelve
years. She also was a member of the
Satsuma City School Board since June 2011.

Pat has been described by many of her
friends and former players as both a legend
and an inspiration. She was a role model and
advocate for our youth and her presence in
Satsuma will be sorely missed.

On behalf of the people of South Alabama,
| offer my personal condolences to her hus-
band of 49 years, Neal; her son, Chris; mother
Mary Piece; and many family and friends. You
are all in our thoughts and prayers.

—————

RECOGNIZING THE NORTHVIEW
HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL TEAM
AS CLASS 1A FLORIDA STATE
CHAMPIONS

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2012

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
to recognize the Northview High School Foot-
ball Team as Class 1A Florida State Cham-
pions.

No single component by itself renders a
champion, but rather it requires a combination
of discipline, desire, focus, and determination.
The Northview High School Football Team
found the perfect blend of each element, and
these student athletes proved that this year
was theirs by capturing the championship title
after their 42-21 win over the Trenton Tigers
at the Florida Citrus Bowl.

While the Northview Chiefs Football Team
may have entered the championship as the
underdog, under the leadership of Coach Sid
Wheatly and with the help of over 1,500 fans
who made the 450 mile journey to Orlando to
cheer them on, the Chiefs came out on top
and dominated the state’s previously number
one ranked team. After a scoreless first quar-
ter, the Chiefs went on to have a 21-point run
in the second quarter that helped propel them
to victory. The win was a team effort with ex-
cellent defense that forced turnovers in the air
and on the ground and with an offense that
produced over 226 total yards. The Chiefs
made school history on November 30, 2012,
earning their first state championship.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States
Congress, | am privileged to recognize the
players, coaches, students, faculty and staff at
Northview High School and their continuing
commitment to excellence. My wife Vicki joins
me in congratulating the Chiefs on this impres-
sive victory, and we wish them all the best for
continued success.

E1933

EPA’S FOOD RECOVERY
CHALLENGE

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2012

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, in the
United States, more than 34 million tons of
food waste is generated each year. Individ-
uals, households, businesses, restaurants,
hospitals, and schools are some of the many
institutions that are contributing to this national
dilemma. As a result, our landfills overflowing
with food waste.

We are challenged daily by the economic
impacts that food waste has on our society.
Clearly, we need to take action.

The Environmental Protection Agency is
confronting this issue with their Food Recov-
ery Challenge. Specifically, the EPA is asking
for participants to reduce their food waste
through donation and recycling.

Among food that is thrown away, a majority
of it is wholesome and unspoiled. This could
be donated to help feed American people at
soup kitchens or shelters. In other words, we
should use food to feed people, not fill our
landfills. Other food that is unfit for human
consumption can be disposed of in an envi-
ronmentally safe way, for example,
composted.

Two major universities in Houston are cur-
rently participating in the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency’s Food Recovery Challenge.
The University of Houston and Rice University
have committed their efforts to reducing food
waste on their campus.

These Houston universities are setting a
great example of how our country should be
addressing issues at home. They are taking
preventative action through the Food Recov-
ery Challenge to fight our economic and envi-
ronmental issues of tomorrow.

This is one EPA idea that | support.

And that’s just the way it is.

—————

HONORING ELIZABETH E. (LIZ)
BASS

HON. JEFF DENHAM

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2012

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
acknowledge and honor Tuolumne County Su-
pervisor Elizabeth E. (Liz) Bass on her retire-
ment from the Tuolumne County Board of Su-
pervisors and to thank her for her dedicated
public service.

Liz Bass has been a resident of Tuolumne
County for 40 years, and her entire time in
Tuolumne County has been spent serving in
either public education or local government.

Liz began her local public service career in
1972, when she joined the faculty at Sonora
High’s “Opportunity School,” a continuation
program, as a teacher. She continued her
service in public education until her retirement
as Principal of Cassina High School in 1996.
Even before her retirement as a teacher and
school administrator, Liz made time to run a
successful election to the Sonora City Council
in 1994, where she served for 10 years.

Also, unique to any other locally elected offi-
cial, Liz hosted a radio show on KVML called
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“Talk Back” between 1997 and 2000. On the
show, Liz would hold on-the-air conversations
with everyday residents, as well as local polit-
ical figures.

One of Liz's most cherished accomplish-
ments is to have served as the first female
Mayor of Sonora between 2000 and 2002. Liz
stepped down from the City Council, when she
was elected to the Tuolumne County Board of
Supervisors in 2004. In 2002, she was recog-
nized for her service on the City Council with
the Tuolumne County Chamber of Com-
merce’s “Excellence in Government Award.”

Liz is leaving the Board of Supervisors after
eight years of service as the District 1 Super-
visor. During her time on the Board, Super-
visor Bass worked hard to bring civility to
boardroom dialogue; champion issues related
to youth, seniors and affordable housing; pri-
vatize Tuolumne General Hospital; support
recreation, library and behavioral health serv-
ices; push for reforms in the County’s solid
waste program; initiate and complete an over-
haul of the Board’s committee and commis-
sion system; and provide the political leader-
ship needed to establish the first ever
Tuolumne County Flag.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring
Tuolumne County Supervisor Liz Bass on her
retirement and commending her exemplary
service to the community as an educator,
member of the Sonora City Council, and rep-
resentative on the Board of Supervisors.

———

IN HONOR AND RECOGNITION OF
MORRIS PETTUS

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2012

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor and recognition of my friend, Morris
Pettus, for his unyielding service, accomplish-
ment and leadership as a key member of my
Congressional staff

For nearly 10 years, Mr. Pettus worked with
expertise, compassion and perseverance in
addressing numerous issues of constituent
concern. From veterans and military issues, to
critical casts involving individuals in immediate
crisis—he approached everyone who sought
assistance with unwavering respect and dig-
nity, working diligently to find a solution.

Mr. Pettus’ concentration in the area of Vet-
erans Services was invaluable to the citizens
of northeast Ohio. As a liaison connecting vet-
erans with local and Federal agencies, his
work enabled thousands of veterans and ac-
tive military members to find resolutions
across a wide array of casework. Most signifi-
cantly, Mr. Pettus’ expertise and determination
enabled countless veterans and their families
to obtain crucial medical and disability benefits
they rightfully earned and deserved.

Mr. Pettus quickly emerged as a trusted
leader in my Congressional office. His positive
energy, strong work ethic, insightful nature
and wonderful sense of humor easily drew
staff members to him, and he cultivated not
only dynamic working partnerships, but lifelong
friendships with his Congressional Staff col-
leagues.

His ability to connect with others extended
outside the District Office, where he effectively
represented me at numerous events, forming
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vital bonds with community leaders throughout
northeast Ohio. Everyone from colleagues to
Members and leaders within our Cleveland
community consistently sought his collabora-
tion, ideas and advice. His influence upon all
of our lives is immeasurable.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me
in honor and recognition of Morris Pettus,
whose service as a member of my Congres-
sional staff reinforced and advanced my work
as a United States Congressman. His ability to
tackle difficult cases on behalf of countless
citizens, especially our veterans, served to
empower, uplift and renew their lives. His
service, framed by integrity and heart, will for-
ever impact our entire community.

———

TOWN OF SHARON ADOPTS RESO-
LUTION TO PROTECT DEMOC-
RACY

HON. BARNEY FRANK

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2012

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker,
the Town of Sharon, MA adopted a resolution
calling on us to adopt a Constitutional amend-
ment that would protect in the Constitution two
important principles that have recently been
undermined by narrow majorities in the Su-
preme Court. The Town of Sharon asks us to
make it clear in the Constitution that only
human beings and not corporations are to be
given the rights of citizenship, and that unlim-
ited election spending is not free speech, but
rather a threat to democracy.

Mr. Speaker, it is particularly appropriate
that the Town Meeting in Sharon, a very
democratic forum of government, adopted
these two principles in this resolution and
asked us to put them into the Constitution be-
cause they are both important for the protec-
tion of our democracy. | submit the resolution
from the Town Meeting of Sharon.

TOWN CLERK
Sharon, MA, December 3, 2012.

Article 10.

Voted: That the Town adopt the following
resolution: To call upon the United States
Congress to pass and send to the States for
ratification an amendment to the Constitu-
tion of the United States that would firmly
establish two principles:

1) Only human beings, not artificial enti-
ties such as corporations, are entitled to the
rights and privileges guaranteed by the Con-
stitution of the United States.

2) Election spending is not free speech
guaranteed by the First Amendment, and is
therefore subject to regulation by federal
and state governments.

A True Copy.
Attest:
MARLENE B. CHUSED,
Sharon Town Clerk.
—————
IN HONOR OF DR. YVONNE
KENNEDY
HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.
OF GEORGIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, December 13, 2012

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr Speaker, it is
with a heavy heart that | rise today to pay trib-
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ute to an outstanding educator and public
servant, Dr. Yvonne Kennedy. Sadly, Dr. Ken-
nedy passed away on Saturday, December 8,
2012. A number of tribute events will be held
in Mobile, Alabama starting December 14,
2012 and culminating with a State Funeral on
Saturday, December 15 at 11:00 a.m. at the
Mobile Convention Center.

Dr. Yvonne Kennedy was born on January
8, 1945. A Mobile, Alabama native, she and |
were schoolmates in high school. She re-
ceived an Associate’s degree from S.D.
Bishop State Junior College, a Bachelor's de-
gree from Alabama State University and a
Master's from Morgan State University. She
also earned her Ph.D. from the University of
Alabama and was awarded an Honorary Doc-
tor of Letters from Lane College in Jackson,
Tennessee.

Dr. Kennedy was elected to the Alabama
House of Representatives in April 1979, rep-
resenting the 97th District in Mobile County.
Dr. Kennedy was at the forefront of the fight
against Alabama’s voter ID law. She was also
a strong advocate of extending voting rights to
ex-felons in Alabama. She served as Ranking
Minority Member of the Economic Develop-
ment and Tourism and the Children and Sen-
ior Advocacy House Committees. She also
served on the Transportation, Utilities and In-
frastructure Committee.

Dr. Kennedy served as president of Bishop
State Community College from 1981 to 2007.
She was appointed as the second president
after the passing of the first president, my fa-
ther, Dr. Sanford D. Bishop, Sr., for whom the
college was named. During her tenure, the
college was expanded from one campus to
three and dramatically broadened the cur-
riculum.

After being initiated into Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority, Inc. in 1964 at Alabama State Univer-
sity, Dr. Kennedy served in several leadership
positions from the local to the national level.
She served as the sorority’s 19th National
President from 1988-1992. During her tenure
as president of Delta, she launched SCHOOL
AMERICA, a program to promote literacy
issues. Under her leadership, Delta Sigma
Theta completed the renovations of its na-
tional headquarters and made significant
achievements in advancing its global impact.

Dr. Kennedy loved her community dearly,
and in addition to representing it in the state
legislature, she was actively involved within it.
She served as Chairman of the Mobile County
United Negro College Fund Campaign, Youth
Director for the Board of Christian Education—
Southeast Alabama Conference, and former
Chairperson of the Alabama Legislative Black
Caucus. She was also a member of the Board
of the American Association for Higher Edu-
cation and America’s Junior Miss Scholarship
Foundation, Inc., as well as a Trustee of Miles
College in Fairfield, Alabama. She was a life-
long member of Stewart Memorial Christian
Methodist Episcopal Church.

On a more personal note, | first met Yvonne
as a 12-year-old having to speak behind her
on a Youth Day program at the Stone Street
Baptist Church in Mobile. She wowed the con-
gregation and made me determined never to
follow her on a program again! While she ma-
triculated at Bishop State Junior College, she
was a student assistant in the President’s Of-
fice. The President, my father, spoke often
and proudly of her intellect, eloquence and
leadership potential. While he died before she
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was named to succeed him, he was proud
that she and another former student were
among the final candidates. Moreover, upon
my father’'s death, she faithfully supported and
assisted my mother, Mrs. Minnie S. Bishop, a
“Delta Dear,” during the sunset years of her
life.

Dr. Benjamin E. Mays often said: “You
make your living by what you get, you make
your life by what you give.” Dr. Yvonne Ken-
nedy certainly made a life worthy of emulation.
We are all blessed that she gave so much to
the Mobile community, the state of Alabama,
and our great nation. The world is better be-
cause she passed this way. She will be
missed.

Mr. Speaker, my wife Vivian and | would like
to extend our deepest sympathies to Dr. Ken-
nedy’s family and friends during this difficult
time. May they be consoled and comforted by
their abiding faith and the Holy Spirit in the
days, weeks and months ahead.

WALL OF HOPE

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2012

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, although
the newborn babies at Texas Children’s Hos-
pital are being cared for by high quality, expe-
rienced doctors, this does not ease the emo-
tions that the parents are experiencing.

Their delicate newborn child is being exam-
ined, poked at, and operated on. As they sit
there helplessly, the parents are given up-
dates on their baby’s complications and, con-
sequently, their low odds of survival.

When the only news these parents hear is
bad, it is difficult to remain hopeful. The envi-
ronment created in the Neonatal Intensive
Care Unit, NICU, is disheartening. Neverthe-
less, Texas Children’s Hospital has found a
way to inspire a light of hope for these parents
and families.

The center's Family Advisory Committee
has created a “Wall of Hope” to encourage
families that have a baby staying in the NICU.

This wall presents pictures of the hospital’s
“miracle babies” and includes a writing of their
unique stories. For future parents at the NICU,
instead of pacing up and down the hallway
worrying, they can now read success stories
and hope that their child will be one of them,
too.

Hope can provide a sense of strength. And
for these parents, hope is the only thing that
makes the situation bearable. To know that
others have been in similar situations and now
have beautiful, healthy children that survived
against all odds.

And that’s just the way it is.

——
DEPARTING MEMBERS OF THE

CALIFORNIA DEMOCRATIC DELE-
GATION

HON. HENRY A. WAXMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, December 13, 2012

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay
tribute to a distinguished group of Democratic
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California Members whose terms will expire at
the close of the 112th Congress: HOWARD
BERMAN, JOE BACA, Bob Filner, LAURA RICH-
ARDSON, PETE STARK, and LYNN WOOLSEY.

HOWARD BERMAN and | met in 1960 and
were active members of the Young Bruin
Democrats at UCLA. He has been one of my
closest friends and confidants and it has been
an honor to serve in the House of Representa-
tives with him for the last thirty years. HOWARD
is one of the smartest, hardest working, and
most effective members of Congress. As the
chairman and ranking member of the House
Foreign Affairs Committee, he has used his
unique skills to enhance America’s security,
strengthen our alliances, and advance the
cause of peace between Israel and its neigh-
bors. As the second most senior member of
the Judiciary Committee, HOWARD is an expert
on the complicated intricacies of copyright law
and he has championed strong copyright pro-
tections to ensure the vitality of our nation’s
film, television, and music industry.

JOE BACA is the realization of the American
Dream. The youngest of fifteen children, JOE
worked as a laborer, served in the Army, and
later earned a college degree. He was the first
Latino elected to the Board of Trustees for the
San Bernardino Valley College District and
was later elected to the California State As-
sembly and the California State Senate. He
came to Congress in 1999 and has served on
the Agriculture Committee and the Financial
Services Committee.

Bob Filner, who was just elected as Mayor
of San Diego, also has a long history of public
service. He was first elected to the San Diego
Unified District Board of Education and served
on the San Diego City Council and Deputy
Mayor of San Diego. He was elected to Con-
gress in 1992 and served on the Committee
on Veterans Affairs, which he also chaired
from 2007-2011, and was most recently the
Committee’s ranking member.

LAURA RICHARDSON has also devoted her
career to public service. She started on the
Long Beach City Council and was elected to
the California State Assembly in 2006. She
won a special election to Congress in 2007
and has worked hard during the last three
years on the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure and the Committee on Home-
land Security.

PETE STARK'S experience and knowledge-
able voice on health care is leaving a void on
the Ways and Means Committee that will be
hard to fill. A champion of quality health care
for four decades, PETE has been a strong
partner in protecting the Medicare program
and getting the Affordable Care Act enacted
into law. PETE has never wavered in his com-
mitment to the interests of seniors, the unem-
ployed, children, and the disabled and our na-
tion is stronger because of his service.

LYNN WooOLSEY has devoted her congres-
sional career to the improving the lives of fam-
ilies and children in our nation and ending our
wars abroad. As a member of the Education
and Workforce Committee, LYNN has been a
strong advocate for paid family leave, ade-
quate child care, pre-school education, and a
universal school breakfast program.

California and the nation owe a debt of grat-
itude to Reps. BERMAN, BACA, Filner, RICHARD-
SON, STARK, and WOOLSEY for devoting their
careers to public service and working to im-
prove the lives of others.

E1935

HONORING RUSSELL LIBBY, MAINE
ORGANIC FARMING LEADER

HON. CHELLIE PINGREE

OF MAINE

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, December 13, 2012

Ms. PINGREE of Maine. Mr. Speaker, |
would like to recognize the recent passing of
an influential leader in the sustainable agri-
culture movement, whom | have had the privi-
lege to call a friend and colleague.

For over 30 years, Russell Libby worked to
create and support a food system in Maine
that is healthier for our bodies, Earth, and
communities. He spent 17 years of that serv-
ing a critical post as Executive Director of the
Maine Organic Farmers and Gardeners Asso-
ciation (MOFGA), the largest organization of
its kind in the country.

During his tenure, the organization was in-
strumental in recruiting and mentoring the next
generation of farmers, providing support for or-
ganic, sustainable agriculture practices, and
connecting more consumers to local food and
the people who produce it. A testament to
MOFGA’s success is its annual Common
Ground Country Fair. The event now draws
crowds of 60,000 people who want to learn
about sustainable living, connect with local
farmers and craftsmen, and enjoy Maine-
grown food.

As someone who started a small farm 40
years ago, it's been a pleasure to watch
Maine’s revitalized agricultural economy over
the last decade. Today, our farmers markets
are thriving, our restaurants receive national
acclaim for their focus on local ingredients,
and two trends have arisen in contrast to the
national picture. Our acres of land in agricul-
tural production are rising and the average
ages of our farmers are declining. Much of this
is due to Russell’s leadership.

But Russell’s impact has not been contained
to Maine. He was an effective and tireless ad-
vocate for national policy change. | was hon-
ored to invite him to Washington last May to
testify before the House Agriculture Committee
on the importance of passing a Farm Bill that
better supports small, diversified farms.

As an economist, farmer, and poet, Russell
knew what he was talking about. He could
point to the numbers to show positive effects
smaller-scale food systems have for our econ-
omy. He could speak from experience of the
difficulties of operating a small farm. And he
could clearly illustrate the good things that
happen when we have a closer connection to
the land and each other.

Earlier this month, we lost Russell to cancer
at age 56. It's a tragic loss for our state and
country, considering all we still have to do.
Personally, | will deeply miss his friendship,
wisdom, and advice. It's my hope that this
body will do well by him and take his vision to
heart. “I'm really not interested in standing
over here in the local and organic corner for
the rest of my life and waving, ‘Hi, we’re hav-
ing fun over here,”” Russell said. “I'm really
interested in this kind of food being available
to everybody under the basic principle:
enough for everyone, always.”
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IN HONOR AND RECOGNITION OF
MICHAEL PATTERSON

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2012

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Michael Patterson, whose role as
scheduler for events in the district is only a
small part his full value to constituents of the
10th District of Ohio, and to the workings of
my Congressional office.

Michael held several other jobs, including
his own personal favorite, Tax Services Clerk
for the Los Angeles County Tax Collector.
During the time that | have had the pleasure
to work with him, he has been meticulous,
painstakingly thorough, and earnest. In 2009,
he joined my Congressional staff as a case
worker.

In January, 2010 Michael put his flexibility
and versatility on display by becoming the
Cleveland scheduler. He enjoyed researching
the newspapers for local events and arranging
for congressional records and certificates of
special congressional recognition to be written/
prepared and presented to people being hon-
ored by community groups and organizations.
He also attended many of these community
events himself and represented our office.

Special mention should also go to Michael's
son Brendan Patterson who resides in Long
Beach, California and will probably choose so-
cial work as a career. If Brendan hadn’t have
been such a trustworthy and responsible
young man, his dad wouldn’t have been able
to move from California to Cleveland and do
the good work for us that he did. Finally, Mi-
chael Patterson is one of a kind, for his dedi-
cation, his diligence, his tireless advocacy and
his love of country.

HONORING LIEUTENANT COLONEL
KARL INGEMAN AND STAFF SER-
GEANT JEFFERY SALAZAR

HON. JEFF DENHAM

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2012

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Lieutenant Colonel Karl Ingeman and
Staff Sergeant Jeffery Salazar, who have dis-
tinguished themselves in their service to our
country and who have been honored along
with 18 other airmen in the 2012 volume of
Portraits in Courage. These two Airmen, na-
tives of Modesto, California, are exemplars of
the courage, daring and professionalism of an
Air Force that has been at war for over a dec-
ade.

Colonel Karl Ingeman was selected to be in-
cluded in the volume after his heroic action
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over Libya during Operation Odyssey Dawn
on the night of March 21, 2011. At this time
Colonel Ingeman was leading a two-ship for-
mation of F—16’s on a mission to protect the
civilian population of Benghazi from the depre-
dations of Kaddafi’'s forces. The mission rap-
idly changed however when Colonel Ingeman
heard the mayday call of an F-15E pilot and
his weapons systems officer who had been
forced to eject when their plane suffered a
malfunction.

Colonel Ingeman swiftly flew across hostile
territory to the site of the crash where he co-
ordinated the retrieval of the downed pilots. As
enemy forces raced to capture the downed
airmen, Colonel Ingeman twice flew low into
the range of Kaddafi's surface-to-air missiles,
this show of force caused the enemy to retreat
and allowed Colonel Ingeman to identify the
location of the crash site for the rescue team.

Also honored in the same volume was Staff
Sergeant Jeffery Salazar, a joint terminal at-
tack controller who had the critical and dan-
gerous job of coordinating close air support for
an Army Special Forces team in the Konar
Province of Afghanistan from January to July
2011.

On one particular operation Sergeant
Salazar's team was split into two elements to
conduct a patrol. The patrol was quickly en-
gaged by Taliban fighters who attacked the
element which had split from Sergeant
Salazaro. When Sergeant Salazar and his ele-
ment moved to support their comrades they in
turn began to receive small arms fire from four
Taliban fighters. Sergeant Salazar swiftly
eliminated two of the Taliban fighters and en-
gaged a third who managed to injure Sergeant
Salazar with a hand grenade before he was
killed.

Despite the fragmentation wounds he sus-
tained to his knees, Sergeant Salazar contin-
ued to coordinate air support from two F-16’s
and advance towards the other element which
had been hit by an IED during the course of
the four-hour engagement in order to provide
medical support.

In this operation and in the many others
Sergeant Salazar proved his valor and was
awarded the Bronze Star for his service in Af-
ghanistan.

Mr. Speaker, | could not be prouder as an
American or an Air Force veteran to honor
Colonel Ingeman and Sergeant Salazar in par-
ticular and all our servicemen and women who
defend this country every day.

KINGWOOD HIGH SCHOOL NJROTC
HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2012

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, Pierre
Claeyssens, a Belgian immigrant who was
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rescued by U.S. forces from German occupa-
tion in WWII said, “To be killed in war is not
the worst that can happen. To be lost is not
the worst that can happen . . . to be forgotten
is the worst.” Since 2009, the Kingwood High
School Navy Junior Reserve Officer Training
Corps (NJROTC) has worked to ensure that
Mr. Claeyssens sentiments never become re-
ality. The High school continues to participate
in a community project, which helps to remem-
ber and show respect for those who have died
defending our freedom.

The program is called Wreaths Across
America. The Houston branch, places wreaths
on soldier's graves every year at Christmas
time at the Houston National Cemetery. More
than 26,000 wreaths were placed on graves
last year at the Houston National Cemetery.
This year, KHS NJROTC will present the Col-
ors at this years Wreath Across America
Ceremony.

| rise today to recognize the outstanding
achievements of the Navy Junior Reserve Offi-
cer Training Corps of Kingwood High School.
| want to thank them for their service to sec-
ond district of Texas. | congratulate them on
their many accomplishments that have led to
them being chosen to present Colors at this
year's Wreaths Across America Ceremony. |
am proud that a well-qualified group of cadets
from Kingwood will be representing the state
of Texas.

The KHS NJROTC has a history of success
since its beginnings four years ago. Under the
direction of Lieutenant Commander Gregory
Boucher and Master Chief Damond Banks, the
cadets do much more than competitions and
parades. They are involved in serving their
school and community, through many different
service projects and duties performed through-
out the year. The cadets volunteer its services
for numerous color guard events, Veterans
Day events, parades and Toys for Tots. The
Wreaths Across America project is one of their
main events. The cadets have raised over
$70,000 over the past four years for WAA.
There are countless other local service
projects this group participates in throughout
the community, all of which testify to the qual-
ity of students at Kingwood High School.

The cadet’'s service and patriotism to our
nation sets them apart as role models to other
students. | know that the residents of
Kingwood are proud of their many accomplish-
ments. | applaud them for their tremendous
achievement and wish them the best of luck in
the future.

And that’s just the way it is.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2012-12-14T05:48:52-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




