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House of Representatives

The House met at noon and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. THORNBERRY).

————

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
December 17, 2012.

I hereby appoint the Honorable MAC
THORNBERRY to act as Speaker pro tempore
on this day.

JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

————

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 17, 2012, the Chair would now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 1
minute p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

——
0 1400

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. THORNBERRY) at 2 p.m.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Loving God, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

Lord, the people’s House returns as a
community in Connecticut begins to
lay their little ones to rest. Bless the
families of all whose lives were so ter-
ribly cut short with peace and consola-
tion. Help them, and help us all, to
have hope in a time of great desolation.

“The souls of the just are in the hand
of God, and no torment shall touch
them.”

We ask Your blessing, O Lord, upon
the Members of this assembly, and
most especially upon the leadership. It
is on their shoulders the most impor-
tant negotiations of our time have
been placed. Give them wisdom, grace,
insight, and courage to forge an agree-
ment that allows us all to move for-
ward toward an encouraging future.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Speaker, pursuant
to clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote on
agreeing to the Speaker’s approval of
the Journal.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Speaker, I object
to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
ALTMIRE) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. ALTMIRE led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

TRIBUTE TO ALBERT E. BRUMLEY
AND THE 80TH ANNIVERSARY OF
“T’LL FLY AWAY”

(Mr. WOMACK asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Speaker, just a
few weeks before we bid farewell to
2012, I rise today to acknowledge a
noteworthy anniversary celebrated just
a few weeks ago—the 80th anniversary
of the Hartford Music Company’s fa-
mous song, ‘“I'll Fly Away.”

This staple of gospel music was writ-
ten by the Ilegendary Albert E.
Brumley and has been recorded more
than 5,000 times by celebrated per-
formers from Aretha Franklin and
Kanye West to the Boston Pops and the
Blind Boys of Alabama. The song is
published in most major church
hymnals, and its distinctive melody
frequents funerals, gospel concerts, and
community singings around America.

So, Mr. Speaker, on this milestone
anniversary of the publication of this
national treasure in song, let us reflect
on the chorus, just as Brumley wrote a
few decades ago:

I'll fly away old glory,
I'll fly away.

When I die,
Hallelujah by and by,
I'll fly away.
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LET US ESTABLISH A CULTURE
OF PEACE

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KUCINICH. We are locked into a
cultural matrix of thinking which pro-
duces violence, and we are shocked
when its heartbreaking effects emerge.
It’s ‘‘us versus them” thinking, this
evocation of enemies, whoever they
are.

On a global level, this type of think-
ing justifies war and brings the slaugh-
ter of innocence. Nationally, it sows
seeds for murder. Yet war abroad and
violence at home are not inevitable.
We have it within our power to re-cre-
ate America today. Are we not the land
of the free, the home of the brave? Is
there not something uniquely Amer-
ican which gives us the ability to tran-
scend our woes and to seek a more per-
fect Union?

Even at the darkest moments, we
Americans can stand bravely for our
freedom. Mindful of our inherent unity,
we must break the ‘‘us versus them”
mindset and move beyond survival
mode to security through cooperation.

Let us create an organized, struc-
tured approach to become architects of
a new culture of peace in our homes,
our schools, and our workplaces. This
is what the Department of Peace is
about. Let us establish an America
where national security and peace at
home includes jobs, housing, physical
and mental health care, education, re-
tirement security for all.

We’re the land of the free, the home
of the brave. Freedom and bravery,
courage and democracy, they are our
birthright, our inheritance, our des-
tiny.

———
MEDICAL DEVICE TAX

(Mr. ALTMIRE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ALTMIRE. Mr. Speaker, in 15
days, a misguided tax on America’s
medical device industry is scheduled to
go into effect. The $30 billion medical
device tax will negatively impact an
industry that employs over 400,000 peo-
ple in America, including many in my
congressional district, and one indus-
try in the country that has a net sur-
plus with foreign trade.

In June, the House overwhelmingly
passed legislation to repeal this ill-ad-
vised tax policy. Now, 18 Democratic
Senators have sent a letter to Majority
Leader REID asking to delay the med-
ical device tax before it can take effect
at the start of the new year, providing
that there is broad bipartisan and bi-
cameral support to do away with the
tax.

With just 2 weeks to go until the tax
is scheduled to take effect, the medical
technology industry has received little
guidance about how to comply with the
tax, causing significant uncertainty
and confusion.
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As discussions on the fiscal cliff and
our Nation’s economic future progress,
a delay in the implementation of the
medical device tax should strongly be
considered.

PROTECTING AGAINST GUN
VIOLENCE

(Mr. SABLAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise, as
many others have, to offer my deepest
condolences to the children, families,
and community of Newtown, Con-
necticut. They are enduring a terrible
tragedy in the Sandy Hook Elementary
School shootings. But merely to offer
condolence feels meaningless to me un-
less we also act to save other children
and families and communities from a
repetition of this same terrible trag-
edy.

We in Congress must take action to
keep assault weapons and high-capac-
ity clips out of the hands of those who
are so dangerous or deranged or de-
luded that they can snuff out the lives
of innocents on a whim. I understand
there is a constitutional right to bear
arms—I know the lawyers here will de-
bate the fine points of that constitu-
tional protection—but if our talk does
not take guns out of the hands of peo-
ple who would murder children, then
our condolences today are just empty
words.

We owe it to those who died. We owe
it to children still alive. We must pro-
tect our families from this gun vio-
lence.

———
0 1410
RIGHT TO WORK FOR LESS

(Mr. CURSON of Michigan asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. CURSON of Michigan. Mr. Speak-
er, the Michigan legislature shamefully
passed so-called right-to-work bills in a
lame-duck session that insult all
Michigan workers without public hear-
ing or listening to the voice of a single
citizen. Even more shamefully, Gov-
ernor Rick Snyder signed the bills into
law after clearly stating repeatedly
that such legislation was not on his
agenda and that right-to-work laws are
too divisive to consider.

The final drafts of the bipartisan
Michigan labor laws that were in place
prior to these despicable acts were
crafted by Republican Governor George
Romney and State Senator Sander
Levin. They served Michigan well, cre-
ating a vibrant economy that raised
the tide that brought up all ships.
Small business thrived, middle class
thrived. Good jobs with good benefits
spawned world-class hospitals and ev-
erything else that comes with a strong
economy.

Governor Snyder and his lame-duck
Republicans’ weak explanations at-
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tempting to justify their acts are sim-
ply cover. No citizens’ group has asked
to ram this legislation through, nor
have any business groups. The deep-
pocketed special interest groups whose
only goal is to destroy unions and
other labor organizations drove the
puppets that created these divisive
laws.

Right-to-work-for-less laws are bad
for workers, bad for Michigan and bad
for America.

———————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 4 of rule I, the following
enrolled bills were signed by the
Speaker on Thursday, December 13,
2012:

H.R. 2838, to authorize appropriations
for the Coast Guard for fiscal years 2013
through 2014, and for other purposes;

S. 1998, to obtain an unqualified audit
opinion, and improve financial ac-
countability and management at the
Department of Homeland Security;

S. 3542, to authorize the Assistant
Secretary of Homeland Security
(Transportation Security Administra-
tion) to modify screening requirements
for checked baggage arriving from
preclearance airports, and for other
purposes.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, December 13, 2012.
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER,
The Speaker, House of Representatives, Wash-
ington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on De-
cember 13, 2012 at 4:14 p.m.:

That the Senate passed S. 3313.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, December 14, 2012.
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER,
The Speaker, House of Representatives, Wash-
ington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on De-
cember 14, 2012 at 11:32 a.m.:

That the Senate passed S. 2045.
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That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 6116.
With best wishes, I am
Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, December 14, 2012.
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER,
The Speaker, House of Representatives, Wash-
ington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, I have the honor to transmit a sealed
envelope received from the White House on
December 14, 2012, at 2:47 p.m., and said to
contain a message from the President where-
by he transmits the District of Columbia’s
FY 2013 Budget and Financial Plan.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS,
Clerk of the House.

———

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA’S FY 2013
BUDGET AND FINANCIAL PLAN—
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
OF THE UNITED STATES (H. DOC.
NO. 112-157)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, referred
to the Committee on Appropriations
and ordered to be printed:

To the Congress of the United States:

Pursuant to my constitutional au-
thority and as contemplated by section
446 of the District of Columbia Self-
Government and Governmental Reor-
ganization Act as amended in 1989, I
am transmitting the District of Colum-
bia’s fiscal year (FY) 2013 Budget and
Financial Plan. This transmittal does
not represent an endorsement of the
contents of the D.C. government’s re-
quests.

The proposed FY 2013 Budget and Fi-
nancial Plan reflects the major pro-
grammatic objectives of the Mayor and
the Council of the District of Colum-
bia. For FY 2013, the District estimates
total revenues and expenditures of $11.4
billion.

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, December 14, 2012.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 14 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. SMITH of Nebraska) at 4
o’clock and 30 minutes p.m.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.

———

AUTHORIZING RIGHT-OF-WAY FOR
NATURAL GAS PIPELINES 1IN
GLACIER NATIONAL PARK

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 4606) to authorize the
issuance of right-of-way permits for
natural gas pipelines in Glacier Na-
tional Park, and for other purposes, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 4606

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. PERMITS FOR EXISTING NATURAL
GAS PIPELINES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the Inte-
rior may issue right-of-way permits for each
natural gas pipeline (including all appur-
tenances used in the operation of the nmatural
gas pipeline) that, as of March 1, 2012, is lo-
cated within the boundary of Glacier National
Park.

(b) TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—A permit issued
under subsection (a) shall be—

(1) issued as a right-of-way renewal, con-
sistent with laws (including regulations) gen-
erally applicable to utility rights-of-way within
units of the National Park System;

(2) for a width of not more than 25 feet on ei-
ther side of the centerline of the natural gas
pipeline; and

(3) subject to any terms and conditions that
the Secretary of the Interior determines to be
necessary.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Utah (Mr. BISHOP) and the gentleman
from the Northern Mariana Islands
(Mr. SABLAN) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Utah.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Utah?

There was no objection.
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Mr. BISHOP of Utah. I yield myself
such time as I may consume.

Let me also as we begin this debate I
would yield such time as he may con-
sume to the gentleman from Montana
whose bill this is that will talk about a
power company decision that in 1962
was allowed and then in 1990 the Park
Service determined they couldn’t do
what they already had done and now it
has to be fixed.

So, Mr. Speaker, I would yield as
much time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Montana (Mr. REH-
BERG).

Mr. REHBERG. I thank the gen-
tleman from Utah for very concisely
summarizing just exactly what this bill
does.

I rise in support of H.R. 4606, which I
have introduced. This commonsense
legislation would permit the necessary
safety maintenance of a natural gas
pipeline that was constructed in 1962.
Ordinary maintenance of the pipeline,
which is the sole source of natural gas
for nearly 25,000 residents in the Flat-
head Valley of Montana, is being pre-
vented by red tape. About 3% miles of
this 118-mile pipeline follow U.S. High-
way 2 through the southwestern border
of Glacier National Park.

The National Park Service is allowed
to issue an easement over lands in the
park for specific purposes, including
electric transmission lines and commu-
nications services. But the specific uses
listed do not include natural gas lines;
so under current law, they can’t allow
maintenance.

The law also authorizes the Federal
Government to issue rights-of-way for
natural gas lines—just not in national
parks. And so this tiny stretch of exist-
ing pipeline, which is so critical to so
many Montanans, finds itself between
a legal rock and a bureaucratic hard
place. Allowing maintenance of the ex-
isting pipeline is too important for fur-
ther delay.

Not only is the pipeline nestled in
and around Glacier National Park; but
it is also near the Middle Fork of the
Flathead River, which is designated as
a wild and scenic river and the Great
Bear Wilderness Area. An accident due
to a lack of maintenance would be dev-
astating to the local ecosystem.

Moving the line outside the park
would require further harm to the sur-
rounding environment, and it makes
sense for the pipeline to use the exist-
ing roadbed for Highway 2 in order to
minimize the economic impact.

My legislation simply solves this
government-made problem by allowing
the National Park Service to allow
maintenance on the pipeline. I urge my
colleagues to support this legislation.

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

(Mr. SABLAN asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, H.R. 4606
clarifies that the National Park Serv-
ice may issue right-of-way permits for
a natural gas pipeline in Glacier Na-
tional Park. The pipeline already ex-
ists in the park, and the legislation
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provides appropriate easements for ac-
cess by Northwestern Energy.

Senator TESTER first introduced this
legislation in March of this year. We do
not object to this legislation, Mr.
Speaker, and I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 1
have only myself as the final speaker
we have over here. I was wondering if
there are any other speakers from the
minority side.

Mr. SABLAN. No, I don’t, Mr. Speak-
er, and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, in
closing on this, this is a piece of legis-
lation that is just common sense and
blindingly necessary. At risk, if it is
not passed, are 25,000 people, citizens of
Montana, who would be without this
kind of natural gas service, as well as
Glacier National Park that would be
without this kind of service. It’s some-
thing that needs to be done, it should
have been done a long time ago, and it
needs to be changed to allow the Park
Service to be doing what it naturally
should be doing. I urge all my col-
leagues to support this particular bill.

With that, I yield back the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Utah (Mr. BISHOP)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, H.R. 4606, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

————

BARONA BAND OF MISSION INDI-
ANS LAND TRANSFER CLARI-
FICATION ACT OF 2012

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (S. 3193) to make technical correc-
tions to the legal description of certain
land to be held in trust for the Barona
Band of Mission Indians, and for other
purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 3193

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Barona Band
of Mission Indians Land Transfer Clarifica-
tion Act of 2012”.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS; PURPOSES.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that—

(1) the legal description of land previously
taken into trust by the United States for the
benefit of the Barona Band of Mission Indi-
ans may be interpreted to refer to private,
nontribal land;

(2) there is a continued, unresolved dis-
agreement between the Barona Band of Mis-
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sion Indians and certain off-reservation prop-
erty owners relating to the causes of dimin-
ishing native groundwater;

(3) Congress expresses no opinion, nor
should an opinion of Congress be inferred, re-
lating to the disagreement described in para-
graph (2); and

(4) it is the intent of Congress that, if the
land described in section 121(b) of the Native
American Technical Corrections Act of 2004
(118 Stat. 544) (as amended by section 3) is
used to bring water to the Barona Indian
Reservation, the effort is authorized only if
the effort also addresses water availability
for neighboring off-reservation land located
along Old Barona Road that is occupied as of
the date of enactment of this Act by pro-
viding guaranteed access to that water sup-
ply at a mutually agreeable site on the
southwest boundary of the Barona Indian
Reservation.

(b) PURPOSES.—The purposes of this Act
are—

(1) to clarify the legal description of the
land placed into trust for the Barona Band of
Mission Indians in 2004; and

(2) to remove all doubt relating to the spe-
cific parcels of land that Congress has placed
into trust for the Barona Band of Mission In-
dians.

SEC. 3. LAND TRANSFER.

Section 121 of the Native American Tech-
nical Corrections Act of 2004 (Public Law
108-204; 118 Stat. 544) is amended—

(1) by striking subsection (b) and inserting
the following:

“(b) DESCRIPTION OF LAND.—The land re-
ferred to in subsection (a) is land comprising
approximately 86.87 acres in T. 14 S., R. 1 E.,
San Bernardino Meridian, San Diego County,
California, and described more particularly
as follows:

‘(1) The approximately 69.85 acres located
in Section 21 and described as—

“(A) SW¥4 SWV4, excepting the north 475
feet;

“(B) Wk SEV4 SWV4, excepting the north
475 feet;

“(C) E¥2 SEVa SWV4, excepting the north 350
feet; and

‘(D) the portion of W»% SEVi that lies
southwesterly of the following line: Begin-
ning at the intersection of the southerly line
of said SE%: of Section 21 with the westerly
boundary of Rancho Canada De San Vicente
Y Mesa Del Padre Barona as shown on
United States Government Resurvey ap-
proved January 21, 1939, and thence north-
westerly along said boundary to an intersec-
tion with the westerly line of said SEV4.

‘(2) The approximately 17.02 acres located
in Section 28 and described as NWli NWVa,
excepting the east 750 feet.”’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

¢“(d) CLARIFICATIONS.—

‘(1) EFFECT ON SECTION.—The provisions of
subsection (c¢) shall apply to the land de-
scribed in subsection (b), as in effect on the
day after the date of enactment of the
Barona Band of Mission Indians Land Trans-
fer Clarification Act of 2012.

‘(2) EFFECT ON PRIVATE LAND.—The parcel
of private, non-Indian land referenced in sub-
section (a) and described in subsection (b), as
in effect on the day before the date of enact-
ment of the Barona Band of Mission Indians
Land Transfer Clarification Act of 2012, but
excluded from the revised description of the
land in subsection (b) was not intended to
be—

‘“(A) held in trust by the United States for
the benefit of the Band; or

‘“(B) considered to be a part of the reserva-
tion of the Band.”.

Passed the Senate September 22 (legisla-
tive day, September 21), 2012.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
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Utah (Mr. BISHOP) and the gentleman
from the Northern Mariana Islands
(Mr. SABLAN) each will control 20 min-
utes.
The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Utah.
GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 1
also ask unanimous consent that all
Members may have b5 legislative days
to revise and extend their remarks and
include extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Utah?

There was no objection.

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. I yield myself
such time as I may consume.

This particular bill corrects an error
that was made in 2004 under an act of
Congress under which land that was in-
tended to be placed in trust for the
Barona Band of Mission Indians in
California. That law that was improp-
erly written—amazing—gave a written
legal description of the trust land that
contained several mistakes. The unfor-
tunate result was to put Congress on
record as declaring that non-Indian pri-
vate property is to be held in trust
rather than the tribe’s property.

This action placed a cloud on the
title of the non-Indians’ property and
frustrated the tribe’s effort to use the
lands that Congress intended to place
in trust for its benefit. However, this
lagan attached to a buoy is able to be
retrieved at this time and fixed in this
particular piece of legislation.

Senate bill 3193 corrects this error,
clearing the title to the non-Indians’
property and affirming the trust status
of the correct lands. The subcommittee
on the Interior and Alaskan Native Af-
fairs held a legislative hearing on the
bill, which the director of the BIA and
the Barona Band affirmed that this bill
does, indeed, solve these issues; and we
have heard no objections in the course
of this bill to this particular bill.

I want to commend the efforts of the
gentleman from California, Congress-
man DUNCAN HUNTER. Mr. HUNTER has
been instrumental in working with the
tribe, the surrounding community, the
sponsor, and the Natural Resources
Committee to bring this bill to the
final legislative step before sending it
to the President for signing. I also
want to thank him for allowing a Sen-
ate bill to be part of the solution so
that they can actually do something
over there.

This is a noncontroversial bill, I urge
my colleagues to pass it, and I reserve
the balance of my time.
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Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

(Mr. SABLAN asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, S. 3193,
the Barona Band of Mission Indians
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Land Transfer Clarification Act of 2012,
corrects the legal description of land
placed into trust for the Barona Band
of Mission Indians in 2004. The bill
places the proper parcel into trust as
originally intended and clears title to
the property misidentified under exist-
ing law.

S. 3193 was discharged by the Sub-
committee on Indian and Alaska Na-
tive Affairs earlier this month by
unanimous consent after having been
passed by the full Senate in September,
also by unanimous consent.

This bill is supported by the adminis-
tration, the tribe, and the affected non-
Indian stakeholders. I, too, support
this legislation to correct Congress’
error and urge my colleagues to vote in
favor of passage.

With that, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Once again, I'm
the only speaker we have over here,
and I’'m prepared to close when the
gentleman from the Northern Mariana
Islands is.

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further speakers, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker,
this is another bill that is non-
controversial. It solves a problem that
should have been solved a long time
ago, and I urge my colleagues to vote
for it.

With that, I yield back the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Utah (Mr. BISHOP)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, S. 3193.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 4 o’clock and 41 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

——
O 1831
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. KLINE) at 6 o’clock and 31
minutes p.m.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings

will resume on motions to suspend the
rules previously postponed.

Votes will be taken in the following
order:

H.R. 4604 and S. 3193, each by the
yeas and nays.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. The re-
maining electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 5-minute vote.

AUTHORIZING RIGHT-OF-WAY FOR
NATURAL GAS PIPELINES IN
GLACIER NATIONAL PARK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 4606) to authorize the
issuance of right-of-way permits for
natural gas pipelines in Glacier Na-
tional Park, and for other purposes, as
amended, on which the yeas and nays
were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Utah (Mr. BISHOP)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, as amended.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 286, nays 10,
not voting 135, as follows:

[Roll No. 627]

YEAS—286
Adams Conaway Hall
Aderholt Connolly (VA) Harper
Alexander Cooper Hastings (FL)
Altmire Crawford Hastings (WA)
Amash Crowley Hayworth
Amodei Cuellar Heck
Andrews Cummings Hensarling
Bachus Curson (MI) Herger
Baldwin Davis (CA) Hinojosa
Barletta DeFazio Hochul
Barrow DeGette Honda
Bass (CA) DelBene Hoyer
Beoe?rra Denham Huelskamp
Benishek Dent ) Huizenga (MI)
Berg DesJarlais Hultgren
Berkley Deutch Hunter
Biggert Diaz-Balart Hurt
Bilbray Doggett Israel
Bilirakis Dold Issa
Bishop (GA) Donnelly (IN) Jenkins
Bishop (UT) Doyle
Black Dreier Johnson (GA)
Blackburn Duffy Johnson (OH)
Blumenauer Duncan (SC) Johnson, E. B.
Bonamici Duncan (TN) Jordan
Bonner Ellison Kapt}lr
Bono Mack Ellmers Keating
Boren Emerson Kelly
Boustany Engel Kildee
Braley (IA) Eshoo King (IA)
Brooks Farenthold King (NY)
Broun (GA) Fattah Kingston
Brown (FL) Fitzpatrick Klpzmger (IL)
Bucshon Fleischmann Kline
Buerkle Flores Labrador
Calvert Foxx Lamborn
Camp Frank (MA) Lance
Canseco Frelinghuysen Lankford
Cantor Fudge Larsen (WA)
Capito Garamendi Latham
Carney Gardner LaTourette
Carson (IN) Garrett Latta
Carter Gibbs Lee (CA)
Cassidy Gingrey (GA) Levin
Castor (FL) Gosar Lewis (CA)
Chabot Graves (GA) LoBiondo
Chaffetz Graves (MO) Loebsack
Chandler Green, Al Lofgren, Zoe
Chu Green, Gene Long
Clarke (MI) Griffith (VA) Lowey
Cleaver Grimm Lucas
Coffman (CO) Guthrie Luetkemeyer
Cole Hahn Lummis
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Lungren, Daniel
E.
Mack
Maloney
Marino
Massie
Matheson
McCarthy (CA)
McCarthy (NY)
McCaul
McClintock
McCollum
McHenry
McKeon
McKinley
McMorris
Rodgers
Meehan
Mica
Michaud
Miller (FL)
Miller (MI)
Miller (NC)
Miller, Gary
Miller, George
Mulvaney
Murphy (CT)
Murphy (PA)
Myrick
Nadler
Napolitano
Neugebauer
Noem
Nugent
Olson
Palazzo
Pallone
Pascrell
Paul
Paulsen
Payne
Pearce
Perlmutter
Peters

Clarke (NY)
Clay
Conyers
Edwards

Ackerman
AKin
Austria
Baca
Bachmann
Barber
Bartlett
Barton (TX)
Bass (NH)
Berman
Bishop (NY)
Boswell
Brady (PA)
Brady (TX)
Buchanan
Burgess
Burton (IN)
Butterfield
Campbell
Capps
Capuano
Carnahan
Cicilline
Clyburn
Coble
Cohen
Costa
Costello
Courtney
Cravaack
Crenshaw
Critz
Culberson
Davis (IL)
DeLauro
Dicks
Dingell
Fincher
Flake
Fleming
Forbes
Fortenberry
Franks (AZ)
Gallegly
Gerlach
Gibson

Peterson
Petri
Pingree (ME)
Pitts
Platts
Poe (TX)
Polis
Pompeo
Posey
Price (GA)
Price (NC)
Quayle
Quigley
Rahall
Rangel
Reed
Rehberg
Reichert
Renacci
Ribble
Richardson
Rigell
Roby
Roe (TN)
Rogers (KY)
Rogers (MI)
Rooney
Ros-Lehtinen
Roskam
Ross (FL)
Roybal-Allard
Royce
Runyan
Ruppersberger
Ryan (OH)
Ryan (WI)
Sanchez, Linda
T.
Scalise
Schiff
Schmidt
Schrader
Schwartz
Schweikert

NAYS—10

Farr
Kucinich
Lewis (GA)
Lynch
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Scott (VA)
Scott, Austin
Scott, David
Sensenbrenner
Sessions
Sewell
Sherman
Shuster
Sires
Smith (NE)
Smith (TX)
Southerland
Stearns
Stutzman
Thompson (MS)
Thompson (PA)
Thornberry
Tierney
Tipton
Tonko
Tsongas
Turner (NY)
Turner (OH)
Upton
Van Hollen
Velazquez
Visclosky
Walberg
Walden
Walz (MN)
Wasserman
Schultz
Watt
Waxman
Webster
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Wolf
Womack
Woodall
Woolsey
Yarmuth
Yoder
Young (IN)

McDermott
Serrano

NOT VOTING—135

Gohmert
Gonzalez
Goodlatte
Gowdy
Granger
Griffin (AR)
Grijalva
Guinta
Gutierrez
Hanabusa
Hanna
Harris
Hartzler
Heinrich
Herrera Beutler
Higgins
Himes
Hinchey
Hirono
Holden
Holt
Jackson Lee
(TX)
Johnson (IL)
Johnson, Sam
Jones
Kind
Kissell
Landry
Langevin
Larson (CT)
Lipinski
Lujan
Manzullo
Marchant
Markey
Matsui
McGovern
McIntyre
McNerney
Meeks
Moore
Moran
Neal
Nunes
Nunnelee

Olver

Owens
Pastor (AZ)
Pelosi
Pence

Reyes
Richmond
Rivera
Rogers (AL)
Rohrabacher
Rokita

Ross (AR)
Rothman (NJ)
Rush
Sanchez, Loretta
Sarbanes
Schakowsky
Schilling
Schock
Scott (SC)
Shimkus
Shuler
Simpson
Slaughter
Smith (NJ)
Smith (WA)
Speier
Stark
Stivers
Sullivan
Sutton
Terry
Thompson (CA)
Tiberi
Towns
Walsh (IL)
Waters
Welch

West
Westmoreland
Whitfield
Wilson (FL)
Young (AK)
Young (FL)
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O 1857
Messrs. CLAY and CONYERS
changed their vote from ‘yea’ to
éénay.7’
Messrs. CROWLEY, HASTINGS of

Florida, BERG, Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of
California, and Ms. LINDA T.
SANCHEZ of California changed their
vote from ‘‘nay” to ‘‘yea.”

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill, as amended, was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated for:

Mr. Speaker, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. on roll-
call No. 627, had | been present, | would have
voted “yea.”

Mr. LARSON of Conneticut. Mr. Speaker, on
December 17, 2012—I was not present for
rollcall vote 627. | was attending a vigil in
memory of the lives lost at the Sandy Hook El-
ementary shooting in Newtown, CT. If | had
been present for this vote, | would have voted
“yea” on rollcall vote 627.

———

MOMENT OF SILENCE IN MEMORY
OF VICTIMS OF CONNECTICUT
SHOOTING

(Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Mr.
Speaker, on Friday morning, I brought
my 4-year-old to school. I dropped him
off at 8:45, just like millions of other
parents did all across this country, and
a few hours later I saw him again. He
had a big smile on his face.

In Newtown, Connecticut, on Friday,
20 parents dropped their first graders
off at Sandy Hook Elementary or
kissed them good-bye as they got on
the school bus, and that was the last
time they saw their kids.

Something horrible, something
unexplainable happened at Sandy Hook
Elementary last week. When people
ask me how are folks doing, I tell them
right now there’s a lot of blank looks,
these people are just trying to process
what happened. Twenty gleaming,
beautiful children were gunned down,
along with six adults who loved them
dearly, by a young man with a sickness
that masqueraded as evil that day.

So we are left asking all these ques-
tions: Why? Why us? Why these little
kids? Why did he do it? Why weren’t we
able to prevent this from happening?
The whys are almost infinite.

In the coming days and weeks, I
guess we’ll get some answers to these
questions, but most of them won’t have
answers. But when you peek through
this vast crippling darkness of the last
4 days, there’s one answer that we
know for certain. If we ever wondered
what kind of community Newtown was,
if we ever doubted the deepness of our
love for one another, those questions
have been answered, and they’ve been
answered definitively.

They were answered by Principal
Dawn Hochsprung, who told her col-

leagues to run one way so that she
could run the other way, directly to-
ward the gunman. They were answered
by Victoria Soto, who hid her kids in a
closet and died shielding her students
from the assassin’s bullets. And
they’ve been answered by the thou-
sands of individual acts of humanity
that have overflowed from the people
of Newtown in the days since the
shooting, a community just pouring
out love trying to help console this in-
calculable grief.

I went to the first of too many funer-
als this morning, and the last thing we
know is this: All those wonderful little
faces that you see on TV and in the
newspaper, like Noah Pozner, who was
laid to rest this morning, they’re a re-
minder that despite the terrible and
awful things that happened, that inside
the hearts of all of this is this unbe-
lievable goodness. That’s all Noah
Pozner had was goodness, was just this
purity of spirit.

Newtown is going to survive this be-
cause it’s a close town. They hurt more
because they’re close, but they also can
survive because they’re close. And they
can also survive because they will get
this inspiration from these 20 little
kids who are asking this town to re-
member how good they were and try to
equal that.

As Newtown wrestles with this grief
and recovery, the thoughts and the
prayers from others matter. I want to
thank everyone here for all of the indi-
vidual love that you’ve showered down
upon our little town. I want to thank
the Connecticut delegation here with
me today for all of their support. It
helps in some small way to know that
the world is grieving with us.

So, Mr. Speaker, I would ask that the
House now rise and observe a moment
of silence for the 20 beautiful children
and six courageous adults who perished
on a crisp, cold Friday morning in
Sandy Hook, Connecticut.

The SPEAKER. The Chair would ask
all present to rise and observe a mo-
ment of silence.

———

BARONA BAND OF MISSION INDI-
ANS LAND TRANSFER CLARI-
FICATION ACT OF 2012

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 5-
minute voting will continue.

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER. The unfinished busi-
ness is the vote on the motion to sus-
pend the rules and pass the bill (S. 3193)
to make technical corrections to the
legal description of certain land to be
held in trust for the Barona Band of
Mission Indians, and for other pur-
poses, on which the yeas and nays were
ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the motion offered by the gentleman
from Utah (Mr. BISHOP) that the House
suspend the rules and pass the bill.

This is a 5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 306, nays 0,
not voting 125, as follows:
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Adams
Aderholt
Alexander
Altmire
Amash
Amodei
Andrews
Bachus
Baldwin
Barber
Barletta
Barrow
Bass (CA)
Becerra
Benishek
Berg
Berkley
Biggert
Bilbray
Bilirakis
Bishop (GA)
Bishop (UT)
Black
Blackburn
Blumenauer
Bonamici
Bonner
Bono Mack
Boren
Boustany
Braley (IA)
Brooks
Broun (GA)
Brown (FL)
Bucshon
Buerkle
Calvert
Camp
Canseco
Cantor
Capito
Carney
Carson (IN)
Carter
Cassidy
Castor (FL)
Chabot,
Chaffetz
Chandler
Chu
Cicilline
Clarke (MI)
Clarke (NY)
Clay
Cleaver
Coffman (CO)
Cole
Conaway
Connolly (VA)
Conyers
Cooper
Courtney
Crawford
Crowley
Cuellar
Cummings
Curson (MI)
Davis (CA)
DeFazio
DeGette
DeLauro
DelBene
Denham
Dent
DesJarlais
Deutch
Diaz-Balart
Doggett
Dold
Donnelly (IN)
Doyle
Dreier
Duffy
Duncan (SC)
Duncan (TN)
Edwards
Ellison
Ellmers
Emerson
Engel
Eshoo
Farenthold
Farr
Fattah
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
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[Roll No. 628]
YEAS—306

Flores
Foxx
Frank (MA)
Frelinghuysen
Fudge
Garamendi
Gardner
Garrett
Gibbs
Gingrey (GA)
Gosar
Graves (GA)
Graves (MO)
Green, Al
Green, Gene
Griffith (VA)
Grimm
Guthrie
Hahn
Hall
Harper
Hastings (FL)
Hastings (WA)
Hayworth
Heck
Hensarling
Herger
Himes
Hinojosa
Hochul
Honda
Hoyer
Huelskamp
Huizenga (MI)
Hultgren
Hunter
Hurt
Israel
Issa
Jenkins
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (OH)
Johnson, E. B.
Jordan
Kaptur
Keating
Kelly
Kildee
King (IA)
King (NY)
Kingston
Kinzinger (IL)
Kline
Kucinich
Labrador
Lamborn
Lance
Lankford
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latham
LaTourette
Latta
Lee (CA)
Levin
Lewis (CA)
Lewis (GA)
LoBiondo
Loebsack
Lofgren, Zoe
Long
Lowey
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Lummis
Lungren, Daniel
E.
Mack
Maloney
Marino
Massie
Matheson
Matsui
McCarthy (CA)
McCaul
MecClintock
McCollum
McDermott
McGovern
McHenry
McKeon
McKinley
McMorris
Rodgers
McNerney
Meehan

Mica
Michaud
Miller (FL)
Miller (MI)
Miller (NC)
Miller, Gary
Miller, George
Mulvaney
Murphy (CT)
Murphy (PA)
Myrick
Nadler
Napolitano
Neugebauer
Noem
Nugent
Olson
Palazzo
Pallone
Pascrell
Paul
Paulsen
Payne
Pearce
Perlmutter
Peters
Peterson
Petri
Pingree (ME)
Pitts

Platts

Poe (TX)
Polis
Pompeo
Posey

Price (GA)
Price (NC)
Quayle
Quigley
Rahall
Rangel

Reed
Rehberg
Reichert
Ribble
Richardson
Rigell

Roby

Roe (TN)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rogers (MI)
Rooney
Ros-Lehtinen
Roskam
Ross (FL)
Roybal-Allard
Royce
Runyan
Ryan (OH)
Ryan (WI)
Sarbanes
Scalise
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schmidt
Schrader
Schwartz
Schweikert
Scott (VA)
Scott, Austin
Scott, David
Sensenbrenner
Serrano
Sessions
Sewell
Sherman
Shuster
Sires

Smith (NE)
Smith (TX)
Southerland
Stearns
Stutzman
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Thompson (PA)
Thornberry
Tierney
Tipton
Tonko
Tsongas
Turner (NY)
Turner (OH)
Upton

Van Hollen
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Velazquez Waters Womack
Visclosky Watt Woodall
Walberg Waxman Woolsey
Walden Webster Yarmuth
Walz (MN) Wilson (SC) Yoder
Wasserman Wittman Young (AK)
Schultz Wolf Young (IN)
NOT VOTING—125
Ackerman Gonzalez Owens
Akin Goodlatte Pastor (AZ)
Austria Gowdy Pelosi
Baca Granger Pence
Bachmann Griffin (AR) Renacci
Bartlett Grijalva Reyes
Barton (TX) Guinta Richmond
Bass (NH) Gutierrez Rivera
Berman Hanabusa Rohrabacher
Bishop (NY) Hanna Rokita
Boswell Harris
Brady (PA) Hartzler Ross (AR)
Brady (TX) Heinrich Rothman (NJ)
Buchanan Herrera Beutler ~ Ruppersberger
Burgess Higgins R?Sh
Burton (IN) Hinchey Sanchez, Linda
Butterfield Hirono T.
Campbell Holden Sanchez, Loretta
Capps Holt Schilling
Capuano Jackson Lee Schock
Carnahan (TX) Scott (SC)
Clyburn Johnson (IL) Shimkus
Coble Johnson, Sam Shuler
Cohen Jones Simpson
Costa Kind Slaughter
Costello Kissell Smith (NJ)
Cravaack Landry Smith (WA)
Crenshaw Langevin Speier
Critz Lipi‘nski Stark
Culberson Lujan Stivers
Davis (IL) Lynch Sullivan
Dicks Manzullo
Dingell Marchant Sutton
Fincher Markey TAerry'
Flake McCarthy (NY) Tiberi
Fleming McIntyre Towns
Forbes Meeks Walsh (IL)
Fortenberry Moore Welch
Franks (AZ) Moran West
Gallegly Neal Westmoreland
Gerlach Nunes Whitfield
Gibson Nunnelee Wilson (FL)
Gohmert Olver Young (FL)
O 1908

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.
PERSONAL EXPLANATION
Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
avoidably detained and missed rollcall vote
Nos. 627 and 628. Had | been present, |
would have voted “yea” on rollcall vote Nos.
627 and 628.

————
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
WOODALL). Pursuant to clause 8 of rule
XX, the unfinished business is the
question on agreeing to the Speaker’s
approval of the Journal, which the
Chair will put de novo.

The question is on the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

——————

CONDEMNING THE HORRIFIC AT-
TACKS IN NEWTOWN, CON-
NECTICUT, AND EXPRESSING
SUPPORT AND PRAYERS FOR
ALL THOSE IMPACTED BY THIS
TRAGEDY

Mr. KLINE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on

Education and the Workforce be dis-
charged from further consideration of
House Resolution 833 and ask for its
immediate consideration in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
AUSTIN ScoTT of Georgia). Is there ob-
jection to the request of the gentleman
from Minnesota?

There was no objection.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

Whereas on December 14, 2012 a mass
shooting took place at Sandy Hook Elemen-
tary School in Newtown, Connecticut;

Whereas the people of the United States
mourn the 26 innocent lives, including those
of 20 children, that have been lost at Sandy
Hook Elementary School in this unimagi-
nable tragedy;

Whereas the people of the United States
will always remember the victims of the pre-
vious mass shootings that have occurred in
the United States and stand in solidarity
with the survivors; and

Whereas the quick action of law enforce-
ment officials and other first responders pre-
vented additional losses of life: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) condemns the senseless attack at Sandy
Hook Elementary School in Newtown, Con-
necticut on Friday, December 14, 2012;

(2) offers condolences to all of the students,
teachers, administrators, and faculty of
Sandy Hook Elementary School, as well as
their families, and recognizes that the heal-
ing process will be long and difficult for the
entire Newtown community;

(3) honors the selfless, dedicated service
of—

(A) the teachers, school administrators,
school support staff, medical professionals,
and others in the Greater Newtown commu-
nity;

(B) the emergency response teams and law
enforcement officials who responded to the
attack; and

(C) law enforcement officials who continue
to investigate the attack; and

(4) remains committed to working together
to help prevent tragedies like this from ever
happening again.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Minnesota is recognized
for 1 hour.

Mr. KLINE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self a moment to briefly offer my
heartfelt condolences to the families of
Newtown, Connecticut. What happened
at Sandy Hook Elementary School last
Friday is simply unspeakable, and we
as a Nation are devastated by the loss
of so many innocent lives. In the face
of such tragedy, it is our duty to join
together and honor the memory of the
victims. Let us stand united in offering
our prayers to their families and
friends.

Mr. Speaker, I yield my time to the
gentleman from Connecticut (Mr. MUR-
PHY) and ask unanimous consent that
he be permitted to control the time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Minnesota?

There was no objection.

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.
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I thank the chairman very much for
his kind words and for his generosity in
allowing us to have this time on the
floor this evening to both remember
the 26 individuals who were brutally
murdered on Friday morning in the vil-
lage of Sandy Hook in the town of New-
town, Connecticut, but also to start to
paint a pathway forward. Right now,
Newtown, Connecticut, is grieving
deeply. It’s going to be grieving for a
long time because, frankly, we are just
in the process of figuring out what to
think about this, never mind under-
standing how to recover. This morning,
at the first of what will be far too
many funerals, you could start to see
through the darkness a glimmer of how
we figure a way out of this.

Little Noah Pozner was buried this
morning by his parents and by his fam-
ily. Noah was an amazing little 6-year-
old. Not unlike most other precocious
6-year-olds, he loved role-playing; he
was mischievous; he was as smart as a
whip. He always talked about what he
wanted to do in life, what he wanted to
be. One day, he’d say he wanted to be a
doctor. On another day, he’d say he
wanted to be a police officer. On most
days, his mom said he wanted to be a
taco store owner. He loved tacos. That
was his dream in life.

What we’'ve seen on TV and in news-
papers are these faces, the beautiful,
gleaming, pure faces of these 20 first
graders who perished; and while all of
our hearts are just sick with grief, we
know that their purity and their love
is going to be the inspiration for the
little community of Newtown and,
frankly, for this whole country and
this whole world to figure out how to
recover.

I've been there on the ground since
Friday afternoon almost nonstop, and
Newtown is asking itself lots of ques-
tions about why it happened to us.
What could we have done? Why did this
guy do it? As I just said on the House
floor, those questions are going to
stick around for a while; but what you
see in Newtown today is just this over-
abundant love. I mean, within hours,
the fire station was filled with coun-
selors, filled with public safety per-
sonnel, filled with food, filled with ev-
erything that could possibly support
these families. Those offers of help and
those offers of support have just kept
on coming and kept on coming.

What has also emerged are the sto-
ries of what happened that day. Cer-
tainly, the tragedy and the horror is
first and foremost; but underneath that
is heroism, only the beginnings of
which we know right now. This is a
great school, first of all. This was the
best school in Newtown, one of the best
in the entire State, and it’s because of
a principal named Dawn Hochsprung.

Dawn was a great principal right to
the end. She was in a meeting when it
happened. She told the people in the
meeting to run the other way so that
she could run directly to the shooter to
try to disarm him. A young teacher,
Victoria Soto, had the soundness of
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mind to tell her kids to hide in the
closet. She told the shooter that the
students were in the gymnasium, some-
where else in the building.

0 1920

She didn’t survive, but many of her
students did because of what she did.

When you start to hear more snippets
of teachers who got their colleagues
out the window, of kindergarten teach-
ers who huddled their kids, kept them
quiet, hummed to them, read them
quiet stories so they wouldn’t be over-
heard, you start to know what kind of
community Newtown is, and you start
to understand how Newtown survives.

I feel like I've done a lot of talking
the last 4 days, both publicly and to
families and to community members,
and so I want to make sure that this is
an hour where those who have been
grieving all across the country can
come and share their thoughts as well.

We’ve offered a resolution tonight
which expresses both our outrage at
what happened that day, but also our
great sympathy. It does help to know
that people from all around the coun-
try, from every congressional district
and from every country around the
world are grieving with us. Only bits
and pieces of that seeps through that
wall of misery that surrounds Newtown
now; but when it does pierce that veil,
it helps.

We’re going to have a lot of time over
the next few days and weeks to talk
about what we do next, and I'm sure
we’ll have some of that discussion to-
night. I’'ll join that conversation when
it’s right, and I don’t begrudge any-
body that has it today. It’s important
to talk about how we move forward and
how we make sure this never ever hap-
pens again. For those of us in New-
town, we remember those 20 kids and
those six adults—Charlotte Bacon,
Daniel Barden, Rachel D’Avino, Olivia
Rose Engel, Josephine Gay, Dawn
Hochsprung, Dylan Hockley, Madeleine

Hsu, Catherine Hubbard, Chase
Kowalski, Jesse Lewis, Ana Grace
Marquez-Greene, James Mattioli,

Grace McDonnell, Anne Marie Murphy,
Emilie Parker, Jack Pinto, Noah
Pozner, Caroline Previdi, Jessica
Rekos, Avielle Richman, Lauren Rous-
seau, Mary Sherlach, Victoria Soto,
Benjamin Wheeler, and Allison Wyatt.

I'm going to remember those people
for a long time in Newtown. I'm going
to grieve with them and their families.
We’re also going to take their memo-
ries, the beauty of those kids, the her-
oism of those adults, and let it point
us, let it point the strong, close-knit
community of Newtown, Connecticut,
let it point us to a way we can survive.

With that, I'd like to yield 5 minutes
to my friend from the Third Congres-
sional District of Connecticut, ROSA
DELAURO.

Ms. DELAURO. I thank the gen-
tleman, and I thank him for the depth
of his feeling and the work he has done
over the last several days, to help to
bring some solace and peace to families
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who have been so struck by the devas-
tation in Newtown, Connecticut.

I strongly support this resolution and
condemn, as my colleagues do, the vi-
cious attack at the Sandy Hook Ele-
mentary School and commemorate our
children and the teachers who were
struck down in this terrible tragedy.

It is overwhelming. I think all of us
at the memorial service last night were
overwhelmed. It was a slaughter of the
innocent. Every parent and grand-
parent sees in the eyes and the smiles
and the looks on those children’s faces
who we lost their own children and
their grandchildren, knowing that
there for the grace of God go I.

What happened in Newtown is un-
thinkable. A normal Friday morning in
the midst of a holiday season, Sandy
Hook Elementary School, a place
where children should be safe to learn,
to grow, suddenly without warning be-
came a Dplace of senseless violence.
Within minutes, the actions of a young
and mentally ill man devastated a
small town community, broke the
hearts of millions across the country,
and murdered six teachers and admin-
istrators and 20 innocent children, all
of them between 6 and 7 years old.

They’re that big. They are that big.

Such an unspeakable crime seems
impossible to make sense of. How could
this young man kill so many innocent?
How could so many beautiful little an-
gels with their whole lives ahead of
them be taken from their families?
They were just babies. They were just
babies. It’s hard to witness such a
senseless and evil act and similar acts
that some of my colleagues in this
Chamber have faced. In Aurora and
Portland, Oakland, Tucson,
Blacksburg, Littleton, you can’t help
but feel a despairing of the soul.

We in this institution cannot afford
that luxury. We need to be strong for
the families of the fallen in Newtown
and for the families of children all over
America. To the Newtown community
and to all of the Connecticut families
and parents and siblings who have been
touched by what happened on Friday,
our thoughts and our prayers are with
you. What you are going through is in-
describable. We can be sympathetic.
We can be empathetic. We do not know
that sense of despair that you feel, but
you must know that our Nation shares
and mourns your loss. mourns your
loss.

I, too, as did my colleague, CHRIS
MURPHY, acknowledge the tremendous
heroism of the adults who were killed
on Friday. Individuals like Principal
Dawn Hochsprung who ran at the as-
sassin, told people to run away from
him in order to protect her kids and
the school. The schoolteacher Vicki
Soto of Stratford, Connecticut, and I
represent Stratford, Connecticut, who
in the heat of a terrible moment gave
her life to protect her students. She hid
them. She hid them, and lost her life in
doing so.

They all died in the line of duty.
They are heroes and heroines. They
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gave their lives to protect those chil-
dren that they deal with every day,
that they educate, that they care for,
and that they love as if they were their
own.

To the first responders who put their
lives on the line to stop the senseless
killing in Sandy Hook, we say thank
you for your courage and for pre-
venting more young lives from being
lost, for they too ran into a building
not knowing what they were going to
face.

Moving forward, we in this institu-
tion have to take commonsense, con-
structive steps that will help to ensure
these types of tragedies will not hap-
pen again; and they include ensuring
better access to quality mental health
care, strengthening programs so com-
munities will have the necessary men-
tal health resources.

We’ve heard so much in the last sev-
eral days about how we need to secure
the physical plant of the school; and,
yes, we need to do that. They need to
be secure, but we cannot turn them
into prisons for these young people. I
wish and hope that at the same time
we’re talking about those kinds of ef-
forts, that we talk about putting a
mental health professional in our
schools. That is security, as well as
stationing police cruisers in front of
our schools.

It means doing everything in our
power to prevent guns from falling into
the hands of violent criminals, and giv-
ing law enforcement officials the tools
they need.
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The President said last night that
caring for our children must be our
first task, and we can no longer tol-
erate these tragedies, and we must
change. He asked if we are doing what
we can to protect our children, and he
said that answer must be no, and we
need to protect them.

At a more fundamental level, we can-
not let this terrible tragedy harden our
hearts against our fellow men and
women. In the words of Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King:

Darkness cannot drive out darkness. Only
light can do that. Hate cannot drive out
hate. Only love can do that.

So let us honor the fallen in New-
town by doing everything that we can
to prevent these tragedies in the fu-
ture. Let us follow the example of
those heroes and innocents who per-
ished. Let’s commit to one another to
rekindling our faith and love, compas-
sion and community. Let’s hold our
children and our grandchildren close.
Love them and tell them that you love
them as many times as you are able.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days in which to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material on H. Res. 833.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Connecticut?
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There was no objection.

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. At this
time I would yield 5 minutes to the
gentleman from Connecticut (Mr. LAR-
SON).

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Thank
you, CHRIS MURPHY.

We just came from a vigil over on the
Senate side that Senator LIEBERMAN,
Senator BLUMENTHAL, and former Sen-
ator Dodd were at, and all of us had the
opportunity to be there.

JOE COURTNEY, when he spoke, spoke
of our colleague CHRIS MURPHY and the
incredible job that he’s done for his dis-
trict and for our State. When you hear
him speak on the floor about quin-
tessential New England and the com-
munity he represented for 6 years in
Newtown and the little village of
Sandy Hook, you understand that this
is a man who truly represents the peo-
ple of his district and this great State.

All of us have been shocked by the
events that have transpired. Many
things will be said. DICK BLUMENTHAL,
ELIZABETH ESTY, who’s the Representa-
tive-elect, have been there for the last
4 days. The whole world has looked in
on this horrific event. And parents all
across this country and all across the
world understood implicitly what we
all fear—the unspeakable: the parent
describing a trip in an automobile from
Bridgeport to Newtown, racing to get
there to see whether their child was
alive, had survived, and the joy when
they were able to see their kids; and
the complete and utter despair when
your child was not one of the kids who
came out. And CHRIS MURPHY and DICK
BLUMENTHAL and ELIZABETH ESTY, our
colleagues, were there.

These first responders who came on
the scene and prevented the loss of
more lives deserve our unending
thanks. The great coordination by our
State police and local police, every-
thing that transpired, all the volun-
teers that participated; the teachers,
the professionalism that they exhib-
ited, the execution of a drill that they
had been through time and again; and,
as Rosa talked about, the principal and
the teacher who sheltered her children
and gave her own life. These are dif-
ficult things.

As Chris has so eloquently said, we're
seeking answers and know that we
must move on. And where do you find
the strength? We found the strength in
a great leader, in a Governor, Dan
Malloy, who’s been there all 4 days and
beyond.

At the vigil last evening where the
President spoke in an ecumenical gath-
ering, he said:

As winter approaches and snow begins to
fall, I will always think of these children as
precious snowflakes during this winter of
events. But I am heartened by the fact that
every spring when the flowers bloom, we will
think of their precious memory as well.

Our President said that the people of
Newtown were inspirational. Indeed,
they are.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

The
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Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. I yield
the gentleman an additional 30 sec-
onds.

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Clio,
the muse of history, used to sit above
this Chamber. The muse of history’s re-
sponsibility was to sit there, as you’ll
see the statue in Statuary Hall, with a
book and pen, recording the events of
this Chamber. We are in a unique posi-
tion of responsibility. We have been
sent here to perform a duty; and not
only the muse of history, but all the
world is watching the United States
Congress.

We have a responsibility to respond
in the most comprehensive way. This is
an attack of terrorism. This has hap-
pened all too often and all too fre-
quently all across this country. And in
such an attack, we would do every-
thing within our power to make sure
that no stone was left unturned, to
make sure that we provided every an-
swer and every opportunity that we
can, as Rosa said, to protect our chil-
dren. That’s why we take an oath of of-
fice here. That is our God-given respon-
sibility. We must act, and act now.

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. At this
point, I would yield 5 minutes to the
gentleman from Connecticut (Mr.
COURTNEY).

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, again
I want to just begin by saluting my
colleague from Connecticut, CHRIS
MURPHY, who over the last 72 hours has
been the voice of the community of
western Connecticut, and Newtown in
particular. He has handled his role in
that capacity with poise and good deco-
rum and taste. It really is something
that I think we should all, in this
Chamber, be so proud of.

I would also want to mention that he
did it as a father of someone who has a
4-year-old son, Owen, who I'm sure was
seeing all around him the events that
were unfolding, the unspeakable horror
again in the eyes of a parent of a child
really of the same age group. Again, we
are just so lucky to have had his amaz-
ing leadership over the last 3 or 4 days.

The President last night opened his
remarks about how the town of New-
town is really like many communities
in America. To a point, it’s true. It’s
29,000, tight-knit, a very small town.
But it is a town that, frankly, is above
average in many instances.
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It is a school system that scores at
the absolute top of the Mastery Test in
the State of Connecticut. And that
doesn’t happen by accident. It’s be-
cause it has parents and staff that,
year in and year out, have been so com-
mitted to making sure the children
succeed and excel, and it has been a
model for the State of Connecticut and
for our country when education really
still is, I think, probably one of the
most important challenges that we
need to succeed in as a country.

For this event to happen at Sandy
Hook Elementary School, a school
that, when I was sitting with the Board
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of Education last night during the
interfaith vigil, all of them were talk-
ing about their kids who’d gone
through Sandy Hook and now were suc-
cessfully pursuing careers in New York
and the west coast and in Connecticut,
it really just tore the heart out of this
community. It’s a community where
they’ve had one act of homicide over
the last 10 years. And to see those po-
lice officers come down the aisle after
having to respond to this unspeakable
horror and to see the looks on their
face and the emotional drain that took
place, it really was just something that
was just so out of any norm for any
community, but certainly, in par-
ticular, for the town of Newtown.

As Chris said, in every instance,
whether it was the principal, the teach-
ers, the parents, the first responders,
the caregivers, they rose to the chal-
lenge. They did their job.

Victoria Soto, the teacher who
shielded and literally saved the lives of
at least half a dozen students, was in
the middle of a lesson when this person
burst into her classroom, 10 minutes
from beginning to end. Since this de-
bate has started, the event had already
reached its conclusion, just in the time
that we’ve been here on the floor. For
her to think so quickly and to react so
courageously is an act of human excel-
lence that I think all of us will wonder
whether or not we ourselves could have
possibly done the same.

Her example, the example of the po-
lice and the EMS, the example of the
doctors and nurses who responded so
quickly, frankly, I see that as a chal-
lenge to this Congress. They acted.
They did what they were supposed to
do. And as the President said last
night, if you believe that the measure
of a society is how we protect our chil-
dren, if you’re honest, you have to an-
swer that we really are not doing all
that we can do, and, frankly, it is time
for us to follow the example of the Vic-
toria Sotos and to act. This resolution
tonight is so important to begin that
first step. But the fact of the matter is
that there is much more that needs to
be done.

This morning, as I was driving to the
airport on the back roads of Con-
necticut, I went by a number of ele-
mentary schools. At every single one of
them, there was a police cruiser at the
entrance. Again, the State police and
the local police departments, I think,
were being very thoughtful. They
wanted to make sure that when the
parents and kids were going to school,
they felt safe, and that after all they
had seen on the TV over the weekend,
it was okay to go in the entrance of
their schools. But that is not an an-
swer. To say that we are going to turn
our schools into fortresses is not where
we should be as a Nation. We need to
g0 deeper in terms of solving this prob-
lem of mass killings and of violence
that now, again, is striking at the most
innocent in our society.

I look forward to working with the
gentleman from the Fifth District over
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the next few days, and when he takes
his new duties as the new Senator from
the State of Connecticut, to make sure
that the people in that room last night
who were listening to the President,
the people in our State, the people in
our country, the people in the world
that are now watching us, that we
make sure that we deliver, just like the
brave people of the town of Newtown
did over this past weekend.

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. I yield
5 minutes to the gentleman from Con-
necticut (Mr. HIMES).

Mr. HIMES. I'd like to begin by
thanking my friend and colleague from
Connecticut, Congressman MURPHY,
not just for introducing this legisla-
tion, but for his strength of spirit as he
has comforted some people who have
lived through something that none of
us would ever want to live through.

As Congressman MURPHY noted, Noah
Pozner, a 6-year-old boy, was buried
today, as was Jack Pinto, another 6-
year-old boy. I looked at the photo-
graphs of the parents at those funerals
and tried to imagine the bottomless
grief, the anger, the questions they
must have. Of course, that’s impos-
sible. At the very front of those ques-
tions is the question of, “Why?”’ That
is something that we’ll all struggle
with individually, reverting probably
only imperfectly onto the tenets of our
faith as we consider how this sup-
posedly benevolent God could allow
this sort of slaughter of innocents to
happen. We won’t answer that ques-
tion.

Last night, with the President and
my family, by which I mean my col-
leagues from Connecticut, as we lis-
tened to the President and listened to
the sighs and the gasps of the families
in the community of Newtown, it’s
clear there’s no answer to that ques-
tion of “Why?” A line of poetry kept
running through my head. Thomas
Hardy, in one of his poems, asked:

How arrives it joy lies slain, And why
unblooms the best hope ever sown?

We won’t answer that question, but
that question and its unanswerability
will transform itself into a burden that
we all will and must bear. By ‘‘we all,”
I mean every citizen of this country,
but particularly those of us who are en-
trusted by our constituents with one
thing, which is to make sure that this
does not happen again. And I don’t
think there’s any risk at all that we
can’t do that.

In a country awash in guns—and not
just guns for the hunter or the person
who wishes to protect him- or herself,
but guns that were designed with the
explicit purpose of killing as many peo-
ple as rapidly as possible; not in a
country that has raised violence to a
secular religion, to a pastime, to a
hobby, to a solution to our problems;
and not in a country that seems to
have forgotten that it’s not just our
close families, it’s not just the small
Connecticut delegation that is a fam-
ily, but that we are a national family
and that we have obligations of respon-
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sibility one to each other—there’s a
clear answer to that ancient biblical
question, ‘““Am I my brother’s keeper?”’
And that answer is, ‘“Yes.”

So I don’t think there’s any risk that
we can’t act, but I think that there is
a profound risk that, just as after Au-
rora, just as after Oregon, just as after
Columbine, we won’t act. And that’s
not good enough.

I'll tell you how I'm going to chal-
lenge myself. I'm going to imagine
Noah and Jack, 6-year-olds who nobody
really knew. I didn’t know them. Their
parents didn’t really know them—
didn’t know where they’d go to college,
what they’d grow up to be, who they’d
take to a prom. I'm going to imagine
them standing right here—and that’s
not hard for me, with a 10-year-old and
a 13-year-old at home—looking up and
asking, ‘“Will you do it?”’

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. May 1
inquire as to the time remaining?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman has 33 minutes remaining.

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Thank
you, Mr. Speaker.

We’ve got a number of speakers, so
we’ll try to give 1%2 minutes to as
many as we can.

I yield 1%2 minutes to the gentlelady
from Colorado (Ms. DEGETTE).

Ms. DEGETTE. ‘“Not again.” We all
said it to ourselves in the split second
we heard it on Friday, ‘“‘Not again.”
Then, when we heard about the vic-
tims, we knew it was different. Twenty
little children slaughtered in their
classroom. In our sadness, we know our
society bears responsibility because we
have not done enough to protect our
children.
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We have not been able to get a grip
on the increasing incidence of gun mas-
sacres, and because of that we have
failed our children.

In the wake of Newtown, this country
must really have a conversation about
our views on violence, our views on
guns, and how we’re going to respond
to people who are obviously mentally
ill. Certainly through that conversa-
tion we can find consensus around rea-
sonable solutions to keep these Killing
machines out of the hands of impaired
individuals.

There’s not one magic solution. It’s
not one thing. It’s many things. It
starts by us having inward conversa-
tions with ourselves and our families.
It then starts by creating a more com-
prehensive and effective mental health
system. Then we have to have a mean-
ingful conversation about gun violence
in our country. We are never going to
be able to stop a deranged individual
from going into a school or a movie
theater or a shopping mall to shoot
people; but if you limit the weapons
and the ammunition available to them,
you can give the people in their sights
some fighting chance to stop that kill-
er.

Of the 12 deadliest shooting mas-
sacres in history, six have occurred
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since 2007. In 1999, in my second term of
Congress, I dealt with the devastation
of Columbine, which is now in my dis-
trict. Just this summer, I stood here
like the Connecticut Representatives.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentlewoman has expired.

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. I yield
the gentlelady 30 additional seconds.

Ms. DEGETTE. I stood right here
with my Representatives from Colo-
rado, like the Connecticut delegation,
and mourned our friends in Aurora.
And now again we stand here.

We can start by passing a bill this
week to ban high-capacity ammo clips,
the same kind this killer used and the
same kind the killer in Aurora used.
My colleague and friend, CAROLYN
MCCARTHY, and I have a bill to do just
that, and we’re going to urge the Re-
publican leadership to do that this
week. But after that, we have to have
that conversation as parents, as neigh-
bors, as friends, and the custodians of
those 20 courageous little souls and the
adults who tried to protect them.

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. At this
time I yield 1 minute to the gentlelady
from Illinois (Ms. SCHAKOWSKY).

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. As a mother and
grandmother, I offer my words to the
mountains of condolences to the fami-
lies of the 20 children and the six he-
roic adults in Newtown, Connecticut.
All of America is mourning with you,
but we owe you more than our grief
and our condolences.

It is almost unthinkable that a
school could be the scene of such hor-
ror. Parents across the Nation are wor-
rying about how to keep their own
children safe, and the terrible truth is
that children in the United States are
13 times more likely to be killed by
gun violence than children in other in-
dustrialized countries.

We need to close the gun show loop-
hole and require criminal background
checks for anyone purchasing a gun—a
proposal supported by 74 percent of
NRA members and 96 percent of all
Americans. We must outlaw assault
weapons and high-capacity ammuni-
tion clips. These are weapons of mass
destruction made for the military bat-
tlefields, not our neighborhoods.

It is time to grieve. It is time to act
to end the gun violence before we lose
more of our precious children and loved
ones.

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Mr.
Speaker, at this point I yield 12 min-
utes to the gentlelady from New York
(Mrs. MCCARTHY).

Mrs. McCARTHY of New York. I
want to thank my colleague. I know
what you’re going through. I know
what your district is going through.
And I want you to know that the peo-
ple of the United States of America are
saying their prayers for all of your con-
stituents and certainly for the chil-
dren.

I rise in support of H. Res. 833. As
someone whose family has been a vic-
tim of gun violence, my heart goes out
to the victims and the families of this
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horrific tragedy. I know what it’s like
to lose someone you love, and I offer
my deepest sympathies and our prayers
for those who have been affected. To be
very honest with you, I know that vic-
tims across this country that have
been affected by gun violence, they are
with you and they will be with you.

It breaks my heart to think of the
holidays coming up, and Christmas,
and the children not going to be there
to open up their gifts, the parents
going to their bedrooms and not seeing
anybody there.

I know there are an awful lot of un-
answered questions right now, and
those answers will come soon. But I
have to say, as some of my colleagues
have said: Enough. Enough. More peo-
ple have died in the last several years
than the whole Vietnam war. More peo-
ple are injured.

I will just say the first responders,
the police officers, our prayers will be
there. And I swear to God I will do ev-
erything in my power to make this a
safer country for our children.

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. I
thank the gentlelady.

At this point I yield 12 minutes to
the gentlewoman from Pennsylvania
(Ms. SCHWARTZ).

Ms. SCHWARTZ. The Sandy Hook El-
ementary School shooting was shat-
tering for Americans everywhere. For
such an unspeakable act of violence to
take place at an elementary school—a
place of safety, learning and lively
spirit—was devastating. My own sons
are grown, but my memories from their
first days at school are still very vivid.

The shooting was both a deeply per-
sonal family tragedy and a tragedy for
the community of Newtown and for our
Nation. I, along with all American par-
ents, feel the loss personally. It
brought not only tears, but also deep
sadness. The youngest victims were 6,
7. It’s unacceptable.

We feel the loss of each child, so in-
nocent, so joyful—their hopes, their
dreams and their potential never to be
fulfilled. We mourn the loss of the
teachers and staff who were a comfort
to their students and who did all that
they could to protect them. My
thoughts and my prayers are with each
of the families and all of Newtown. did
all that they could to protect them. My
thoughts and my prayers are with each
of the families and all of Newtown.

We have seen far too many moments
of violence and loss. This loss is too
devastating to ignore. I believe that
even in this time of deep sadness and
grief we must resolve to end such vio-
lence. We must do better to understand
and treat mental illness. And we must
come together to move our Nation to-
wards commonsense, reasonable gun
laws, laws that recognize the responsi-
bility of gun ownership and ensure
safety and security in our homes and
our schools and our communities and
in our public spaces.

One of the Nation’s greatest
strengths that we have as Americans
and as a people is that our Nation and

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

each of us is so resilient. We must use
that resilience to not only grieve to-
gether at this really difficult time, but
to work together to prevent yet an-
other devastating act of violence and
to be shattered once again.

We should act, and I join my col-
leagues in a willingness and a commit-
ment to do so.

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. I yield
1%2 minutes to the gentlelady from
Maryland (Ms. EDWARDS).

Ms. EDWARDS. I thank the gen-
tleman from Connecticut for your lead-
ership, and I share in your absolute
sorrow, and to honor the memory of
the 20 children and six educators who
lost their lives in this really horrific
attack at Sandy Hook Elementary
School in Newtown, Connecticut. My
thoughts and prayers are with the vic-
tims and their families and our first re-
sponders, and all of those both in New-
town and across this country who were
affected by this tragedy.

First, as a mother, my heart truly
aches for the parents who lost their
children. Young and old lost their fu-
ture. But as a Member of Congress, 1
also know that we’re not doing nearly
enough to protect our children and to
protect our communities from gun vio-
lence. In cities and rural areas, schools,
offices and homes, this has happened
far too many times in far too many
communities all across our country.

In my district alone there have been
over 160 incidences of gun violence this
yvear. Forty-six people in my district
have lost their lives to gun violence
this year. I think about 6-year-old
Amari Perkins, who lost his life to gun
violence just miles from the Nation’s
Capitol, and 17-year-old Amber Stan-
ley, who lost her life to gun violence.

This is a really complex problem that
requires complex policy solutions, but
the complexity should not keep us
from doing what it is that we need to
do to protect our children, whether
those children are in Newtown or any
town across this country. The question
I think we have to ask ourselves, Mr.
Speaker, is how many more tragic and
senseless acts of violence have to take
place before Congress is compelled to
take truly meaningful action?
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We must do all we can by working to-
gether to ensure people are safe in
their schools, that our children are
safe, that our educators are safe and
our neighborhoods, our public spaces
and our houses of worship all through-
out our communities.

To my colleagues of the Connecticut
delegation and especially to Mr. MUR-
PHY who represents Newtown, my
thoughts and prayers are with each of
you during this really difficult and in-
comprehensible time. But be assured
that as a Member of Congress, I'm
going to work with you, I'm going to
continue to pray with you, and I'm
going to make certain that this doesn’t
happen again because we have an obli-
gation, we know what our to-do list is,
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and we have only to do it before year’s
end.

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Mr.
Speaker, at this point, I yield 1% min-
utes to the gentleman from New York
(Mr. ENGEL).

Mr. ENGEL. I thank the gentleman
for yielding to me, and I thank him for
doing this Special Order.

Mr. Speaker, I have been to New-
town, Connecticut, since I have cousins
who live there. It’s less than an hour’s
drive from my congressional district.

Today, we mourn all the people who
lost their lives in Newtown on Friday,
including 20 elementary school chil-
dren and six educators.

Over the past few years, we've seen
innocent lives tragically lost to gun vi-
olence in a supermarket parking lot in
Arizona, a shopping mall in Oregon, a
movie theater in Colorado, an Army
base in Texas, a Sikh temple in Wis-
consin, a college campus in Virginia,
and now an elementary school in Con-
necticut. The proliferation of combat-
style weapons has spawned these trage-
dies, and it is long past time that we
control them.

The Second Amendment guarantees a
right to bear arms, but it does not
guarantee an absolute right to mili-
tary-style, high-caliber, semi-auto-
matic, bulletproof-vest-piercing com-
bat assault rifles with high-capacity
magazines to anybody who wants
them.

It just does not. And we must not let
interest groups persuade us otherwise.
We need sensible restrictions. We need
sensible gun control legislation. We
need them here, and we need them now.
Our children are counting on us, and
we really need to not let them down.

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. At this
point, I yield 1%2 minutes to the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. ESHOO).

Ms. ESHOO. I thank my colleague,
Congressman and Senator-elect from
the State of Connecticut, CHRIS MUR-
PHY.

There have been many magnificent
and heart-rending tributes being paid
this evening, and how appropriate it is
that they are. On behalf of my con-
stituents in the 14th Congressional Dis-
trict in California, I hope that our
words and our prayers and also our fu-
ture actions will be a source of comfort
to the parents of the victims and to the
community of Newtown, Connecticut.

It is appropriate that we offer our
prayers and our sympathy, but that’s
not enough. That is not enough. It is in
this Chamber and in this Congress
we’'re together. We can, indeed, make
the changes that the American people,
in their anguish, are looking for.

I can’t help but think of the words of
Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address
when he said:

The world will little note, nor long remem-
ber what we say here, but it can never forget
what they did here. It is for us the living,
rather, to be dedicated here to their great
unfinished work.

And so the massacre of these angels
should really inspire us to take on the
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job of what really needs to be done in
our country. Will we be able to resolve
every last problem that this violence
has brought about in our country? I
doubt that. Can we take great steps to
avoid what we know has taken place in
public places, in shopping malls, in
theaters, on college campuses, and now
for where the little angels go to school?

I pledge not only to my constituents
but to the Connecticut delegation and
to the people of our country that I will
do everything possible to help resolve
this. We know that they are living in
the sight of Almighty God, but our
work is truly our own, and it will be
the hand of God that will guide us. I
believe that.

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. I
thank the gentlewoman.

At this time, I yield 12 minutes to
the gentlelady from California (Ms.
CHU).

Ms. CHU. This Friday, an unimagi-
nable horror happened. The most inno-
cent amongst us, 20 beautiful children,
ages 6 and 7, were gunned down in cold
blood, and six adults died trying to
save these children’s lives. My heart
breaks for these families, and I send
my deepest sympathies to the Newtown
community and to all who are strug-
gling through this unthinkable trag-
edy.

Sandy Hook made clear what we’ve
known for too long: that we are not
doing enough to protect the public
from deadly weapons, that we are not
doing enough to address mental health
issues in our society, and that we are
not doing enough to stand up to those
who are actually saying that more
guns, not less, are the solutions to
mass shootings.

This must change. For the sake of
our children, I say enough is enough.
Congress must act to put a stop to this
senseless gun violence.

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. I
thank the gentlewoman.

At this point, I yield 1%2 minutes to
the gentlewoman from California (Ms.
MATSUI).

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise this
evening to pay tribute to the innocent
victims who were tragically struck
down in Newtown, Connecticut, and to
condemn in the strongest possible
terms the senseless act of violence that
claimed their lives.

That so many victims were young
children who had their entire lives
ahead of them makes the shooting even
more heart-wrenching. The children
were so young. We saw in each of them
our own children, our grandchildren.
They really are America’s children.

Jack Pinto, 6 years old, the same age
as my grandson, Robbie. He was a huge
New York Giants fan and today was
buried in a Giants jersey. And Noah
Pozner, who is also 6, whose best friend
was his twin sister, Arielle, who was in
another class and survived, though I'm
sure she felt she lost her other self.

These children were truly innocent,
mostly knowing in their short lives
just joy and little about the brutality
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in this world until they experienced it
firsthand on Friday.

What gives us hope is that there was
also love and bravery in the actions of
the adults, the educators and first re-
sponders who acted selflessly and hero-
ically. We will forever remember all of
them and pledge that their purity and
spirit will be our guiding light to act to
protect our children and our commu-
nity.

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. I
thank the gentlewoman.

At this time, I yield 1¥%2 minutes to
the gentleman from Florida (Mr.
DEUTCH).

Mr. DEUTCH. I thank my friend from
Connecticut.

I rise tonight to join all Americans in
grieving for the innocent children and
brave adults horrifically slaughtered at
Sandy Hook Elementary School last
Friday. What happened in Newtown,
Connecticut, is every parent’s worst
nightmare. Every parent who sends a
child off to school each morning takes
a leap of faith that he or she will be
home that night for a hug, a family
dinner, and for a kiss goodnight.

For my wife and me, our three chil-
dren are the center of our lives. Words
cannot express the sorrow that we
feel—that all Americans feel—for the
families whose children were so vVi-
ciously taken away.

Tonight, the American people are
united in grief. In the coming days, a
national conversation will take place
on how to make our Nation just a little
bit safer, and we must remain united.
Never mind that some will feel threat-
ened by this conversation and others
will try to stop it altogether.

This unspeakable crime was driven
by unspeakable evil. Yet when it comes
to preventing such heinous acts, noth-
ing should stop us from speaking out;
but more than that, nothing should
stop us from taking action. By pre-
venting another massacre, by stopping
this rampaging gun violence, we will
honor the memory of every 6- and 7-
year-old child and every brave member
of the Sandy Hook community we
mourn for this evening.

Please, please let us do more than
talk. Please let us do more than give
speeches. Let us come together to act
to make America safer.
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Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. I
thank the gentleman.

I yield 1%2 minutes to the gentleman
from Rhode Island (Mr. CICILLINE).

Mr. CICILLINE. I thank the gen-
tleman from Connecticut. And on be-
half of all the residents of my home
State of Rhode Island, I extend our pro-
found sympathies to our neighbors in
Newtown, Connecticut.

As we stand here this evening,
mourning the innocent victims of this
horrific massacre, our hearts ache for
the parents and families who have en-
dured an indescribable loss. We stand
united as members of one community
who share in the vital and solemn re-
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sponsibility to protect our children,
our families, and our neighborhoods.

As the men, women, and children of
Newtown join together to comfort one
another, to overcome the anguish and
sorrow that has broken their hearts,
they should know that an entire coun-
try is by their side, extending our pray-
ers and love and are committed to ac-
tion. The senseless cruelty and un-
speakable violence that was inflicted
upon the people of Newtown and took
the lives of these precious angels have
changed our Nation forever.

We honor the acts of bravery, we cel-
ebrate the lives, even those cruelly
short, of those we lost; and we now
must embrace our solemn duty and
moral responsibility to take action in
honor of the memory of the lost angels.
They deserve nothing less.

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. I
thank the gentleman.

I yield 1%2 minutes to the gentleman
from Michigan (Mr. CURSON).

Mr. CURSON of Michigan. Thank
you, Congressman.

A few weeks ago, my grandson stood
right here with me when I took my
oath of office, one of the proudest mo-
ments of my life.

Just hours before this horrible act in
Connecticut took place, Michigan’s
lame-duck legislators rewrote Michi-
gan’s gun laws to permit persons to
bring concealed firearms into schools,
college dorms, churches, hospitals,
bars, and sports stadiums.

Firearms have absolutely no place in
our schools. The tragic massacre at
Sandy Hook Elementary school is a
chilling and heartbreaking reminder of
this. Last week, innocent children, ba-
bies, went to school to a safe place
where they love to be. Six public serv-
ants went to school to the children
they love almost as much as their own.
Those six heroically died trying to save
those precious gifts from God. Twenty
of those babies were savagely mur-
dered.

We’ve witnessed this horrendous
tragedy before. Thirty-two innocent
people were shot to death at Virginia
Tech; 16 were murdered at the Univer-
sity of Texas in Austin; 13 students and
faculty were murdered at Columbine
High School.

I support reasonable gun ownership,
but this bill is unnecessary and goes
way too far. Senate Bill 59 is now sit-
ting on Governor Snyder’s desk. In the
spirit of this resolution, I ask the Gov-
ernor on behalf of Peyton and Parker,
my grandchildren, on behalf of all
Michigan children, that he use his
power of veto and not sign that bill.

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. I
thank the gentleman.

At this point, I yield 1%2 minutes to
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr.
SCoTT).

Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia. La-
dies and gentlemen of the Congress, the
Lord Jesus said, Suffer the little chil-
dren to come unto me, for they are the
kingdom of Heaven. But Jesus didn’t
stop there. He spoke, and then he
acted.
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He first rebuked his disciples,
brought the children to him, picked
each child up in his arms, put his hand
on them, prayed with them, and then
blessed them. And just as Jesus spoke
and acted, the people of this country
are expecting this Congress to speak,
but to act. The first order of business is
to make sure that this kind of tragedy
never happens again. The first order of
business is to ban, to make illegal to
own, manufacture, sell, or possess this
deadly weapon that was used to mas-
sacre these 20 children and these six
educators, two 23 Bushmaster semi-
automatic assault weapons. If we are
going to honor those children who were
massacred, we need to make sure that
that weapon will never be used again.

If we do not do that, then this Con-
gress needs to hang its head in shame.

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Mr.
Speaker, I inquire as to how much time
I have remaining.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
FARENTHOLD). The gentleman has 14
minutes remaining.

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Mr.
Speaker, at this point, I yield 1% min-
utes to the gentleman from Michigan
(Mr. CLARKE).

Mr. CLARKE of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, of all the horror this country
has had to endure, there’s something
else that is tragic, and that is too
many times someone who is mentally
ill can only get treatment once they’re
arrested and locked up. Treating the
mentally ill only when they go to pris-
on, it doesn’t make sense. It costs too
much money, and many times that
treatment comes too late.

I'm asking this House and this Con-
gress this week to protect all of the
funding for mental health treatment
and substance abuse treatment, protect
all of the funds from across-the-board
cuts that could occur as a result of the
fiscal cliff. I also ask all of us as Amer-
icans to finally end the stigma of men-
tal illness and substance abuse so that
those who need treatment will no
longer feel ashamed to seek it.

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. I
thank the gentleman.

At this point, I yield 12 minutes to
the gentlelady from California (Mrs.
DAVIS).

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I certainly want to thank my col-
leagues from Connecticut for the way
in which they’ve conducted themselves
through this horrific tragedy that the
whole country has experienced.

Mr. Speaker, I came to sit and listen
and to be here to support my col-
leagues, but I did want to say a few
words because I had an opportunity to
speak with the press in San Diego over
the last few days.

I'm almost haunted by the question
that I was asked, which was, Isn’t this
all just going to go away? People will
get on with their lives, and a period of
time will commence and maybe some-
thing else horrible will happen again.

What is it that we can do? I think it
is a collective responsibility. It is cer-
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tainly all of our responsibility. The
President, I believe, has to take the
lead, and he has begun to do that. We
also have to reach out to our entire
communities. I know that there are
differences throughout this country. Of
course there are. It’s not even so much
partisan differences. It’s geographic in
some cases. It’s the way that people
have chosen to live and their back-
grounds and what they do.

But I think that we would be pretty
surprised if we had the kinds of meet-
ings throughout this country to allow
that conversation to take place be-
cause parents throughout my district—
and I know throughout the district of
all of my colleagues—want to say
something about how we can do better.
I believe we can. If we can’t, then what
are we about?

I thank the President for his com-
ments. I thank my colleagues, because
I wonder could I have responded as well
as they have done through this. And I
certainly express my profound sorrow
to the families who are enduring the
absolute unthinkable. We are all par-
ents and grandparents here, and we do
identify, and we want to make a dif-
ference.
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Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. At this
point, I yield 3 minutes to the gentle-
lady from New York (Mrs. MALONEY).

Mrs. MALONEY. I thank my wonder-
ful colleague and dear friend for yield-
ing to me, and I congratulate him on
his election to the United States Sen-
ate and for responding so beautifully to
his constituents and to all of us in re-
sponse to the terrible tragedy that hap-
pened.

After the unfathomable tragedy,
there is a growing determination and
consensus that there has to be change.
We also realize that if there is no
change then we are destined to have
yet another mass murder. This time,
the mass murder was of children—ele-
mentary school children, in their
school with their teachers—gunned
down with an assault weapon. There
are too many mass murders in this
country. We have more guns per capita
than any other country on Earth. If
guns made people safer, this country
would be very safe, but what we have
are innocent people being killed with
assault weapons.

Now, assault weapons are not used to
kill animals, and they’re not used in
self-defense. These are weapons of war.
When we return in January, Senator
FEINSTEIN and our colleague CAROLYN
MCCARTHY will be reintroducing the as-
sault ban bill; but something we can do
right now, before we leave this body, is
to pass H.R. 308. We now have, roughly,
150 cosponsors. What this bill would do
is ban massacre magazines. These are
the large-capacity magazines that can
have 100 rounds be limited to 10 rounds.
They’d have to stop and reload. That’s
what saved people in the movie the-
ater: He had to stop; it jammed. These
magazines can gun down people, and we
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need to limit them. That’s something
we can do right now in this Congress
before we leave.

There are some who say that any
limitation on guns—weapons of mass
destruction—somehow limits their lib-
erty, but they have to realize that
their access to these weapons of mass
destruction limits the liberty of other
people. It means that we need to lock
more doors, that we need metal detec-
tors everywhere, that we need guards,
that we need more protection even in
movie theaters, even for children in
school.

We need to bring change. This bill
would bring change. This is something
we can do right now to show America
that we respect the Second Amend-
ment. We’re not infringing on law-abid-
ing citizens to have their pistols. What
we are saying is that these large-capac-
ity magazines that are used in war can-
not be used on our schoolchildren in el-
ementary schools. Let’s come together
in a bipartisan way and pass this bill.

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. I
thank the gentlelady for those words.

I am so pleased to have joining us on
the floor the Democratic leader. I yield
the customary 1 minute to the gentle-
lady from California (Ms. PELOSI).

Ms. PELOSI. I thank the gentleman
for yielding.

I rise in support of his very impor-
tant resolution—to condemn the acts
of a lone gunman in Newtown, Con-
necticut, and to offer condolences to
the families and members of the com-
munity.

I join him in the words of this resolu-
tion of saluting the courage of the
teachers and administrators who gave
their lives to save the children in their
care and to thank the first responders
who arrived on the scene to not only
get survivors to safety but to end the
succession of Kkillings that were hap-
pening. Those first responders, Mr.
Speaker, leave their homes every day
knowing they’re going to face danger,
and they did that day as well; but in
the face of it, they were heroic, as were
the teachers and a counselor and the
principal of the school.

This has all been made very clear to
us by our colleagues: Congresswoman
DELAURO for whom children and the
prevention of violence has been a pri-
ority for her; of course, Congressman
MURPHY, Senator-elect Murphy, who
represents this district with such dis-
tinction and such compassion; Con-
gressman COURTNEY; Congressman
JOHN LARSON; and Congressman JIM
HiMES. All of them spoke with such
beauty at our service earlier, at the
candlelight service. It was so moving
to hear their connections to the people
there. Their words were universal.

As the President said last night, this
could have been happening any place.
We can’t tolerate this anymore, he
said. These tragedies must end, and to
end them we must change.

To change our Nation is already be-
ginning—to reassess the options before
us. Leaders from both parties have
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stepped forward to put forth a series of
steps on the table—from restoring the
ban on assault weapons and assault
magazines to strengthening the system
of background checks. Again, we must
address the challenge of mental health
and keep weapons out of the hands of
those in danger so as not to do harm to
themselves and to others.

The voices of reason cannot be silent.
Through administrative and legislative
action, we must limit the proliferation
of weapons ammunitions that have no
other purpose than to kill citizens. Our
colleagues through the course of the
evening—and Congresswoman MALONEY
just before me—talked about legisla-
tion that we could pass immediately,
that which the American people expect
us to do, and that is to ban assault
magazines. Of course, we want to ban
assault weapons but also ban assault
magazines. proliferation of weapons
ammunitions that have no other pur-
pose than to Kkill citizens. Our col-
leagues through the course of the
evening—and Congresswoman MALONEY
just before me—talked about legisla-
tion that we could pass immediately,
that which the American people expect
us to do, and that is to ban assault
magazines. Of course, we want to ban
assault weapons but also ban assault
magazines.

Why is it that somebody needs a
magazine with 20 shots in it and could
have two of those, and then 40 lives are
at risk? Why is it? I’'m not even asking
that rhetorically. I'm asking it of
those who are advocating that we
shouldn’t make this change. Haven’t
we crossed a threshold when children
in school are not safe, when people who
go to the theater in Aurora have some-
one come in and just kill them? I
mean, just to use those words is very
hard.

I don’t know what words we could
ever use to comfort the families of
Newtown, Connecticut. As a mother
and a grandmother, I find it—you said
“unfathomable,”’ Congresswoman
MALONEY—unspeakable, unthinkable,
just impossible to imagine how they go
forward; but hopefully, God will give
them the strength and the courage to
do so.

It reminded me of a time before I was
in Congress. I had the invitation of
President Carter to visit Italy with a
delegation—with Geraldine Ferraro,
Italian American Members of Congress,
Mario Cuomo, etc. We went there to de-
liver assistance from the United States
Government after an earthquake in
southern Italy. In one of the villages
we visited, there was a rehearsal for
first communion going on in the
church, so just about every 7-year-old
in the village was in church, practicing
for first holy communion. When the
earthquake hit, the roof came down,
and every 7-year-old in the village was
gone. It was impossible to console the
people there. Not only had they indi-
vidually lost their children, which is
unthinkable, but the whole town had
lost that class—their future, their new
growth, their hopes, their babies.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

So I really transform my thinking
about how fragile life is. This was a
natural disaster. What happened in
Newtown, Connecticut, was a personal
decision about someone whose judg-
ment was thoroughly impaired. How
could he do it? Because he had his own
problems. How could he do this? Be-
cause he had the guns. He had the as-
sault magazines to do it. That’s how he
could do it.
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So let’s at least try to mitigate, for
circumstances that we may not be able
to control entirely, the mental condi-
tion of someone, but at least limit the
capacity to kill that that person has.

Just hearing the reaction to the ex-
pressions of sympathy to the families,
to see the President read the names
and hear the sobbing, this is something
that will scar our country. If we can do
something to prevent it from hap-
pening again to this extent, maybe we
can’t prevent it all from happening,
but if we’'re going to take care of our
people, we have to take care of them in
many ways—address the issue of vio-
lence, address the issue of mental
health, address the issue of where men-
tal health and assault magazines comes
together.

Some people are calling them high
capacity or whatever. They’re assault
magazines. They make every weapon
an assault weapon that they are com-
patible with, whether it’s a pistol or
rifle or whatever it is. So yes, we want
to ban assault weapons, but these as-
sault magazines make every weapon
that they are compatible with an as-
sault weapon.

It doesn’t take a whole lot to figure
out what we need to do immediately,
and then maybe do more later. But
wouldn’t that be a comfort to these
families to know that although they
lost their babies, their little angels,
their precious darlings gone to heaven,
that something would come of it to
prevent this from happening to others.

I always wondered in the Bible when
Christ says:

Suffer little children, and come unto me.
Suffer little children, and come unto me.

I guess it was an interpretation of
the word ‘‘suffer,” allow little children
to come unto me. But Christ was call-
ing children to Him. He used the word
“suffer.”

These children, their lives are gone.
Their families are suffering. The other
children in the school, in the neighbor-
hood, children who just have heard
about this, they’re suffering, too; suf-
fering about what it feels like to go to
school and not be sure you’re safe,
staying up at night being sleepless in
terms of being scared of what could
happen.

Let’s stop the suffering of our chil-
dren, whether it’s taking their lives,
scaring them from going to school or
keeping them up at night, giving them
nightmares over their safety. These lit-
tle children did suffer, and they did go
on to heaven, a better place. It’s the
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timing we have a problem with. Far
too soon, far too many, for a reason
that we can do something about.

So I commend my colleagues for how
they came together, led by the commu-
nity coming together, the community
of Newtown and Sandy Hook, such an
inspiration to the country, so strong,
S0 courageous, so sad. Let’s show them
that not only do we offer words, we
offer action, and that action will take
the form of passing this legislation to
ban assault magazines, to do so in a
timely fashion, so that in a non-un-
timely fashion we won’t lose any more
lives.

Again, I want to commend the Presi-
dent for his beautiful words, mostly to
the families last night and to the com-
munity, and the source of strength and
inspiration he was. He challenged us to
act. Let me just say it again: “We can’t
tolerate this any more,”” he said.
“These tragedies must end; and to end
them, we must change.”

Thank you, Mr. MURPHY, for your
leadership.

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. I
thank the Leader very much. I thank
very much my delegation. And I thank
all who have come down this evening
to publicly express their support for
the families of Newtown to help paint
us a path forward; and thank you very
much, everyone, for your private words
as well.

I'll leave everyone with just two final
thoughts. First, a thought about New-
town itself.

Newtown is a small town. It’s a small
town that is very close-knit. As I've
said a number of times over the past
few days, the pride of Newtown is the
Labor Day parade. It’s the biggest
Labor Day parade in the State, and
people from all over the State come to
Newtown on Labor Day. Everybody in
town spends half the year getting their
float or their marching contingent
ready—the school groups, the churches,
the community and civic groups. It’s a
slice of Americana out of a Norman
Rockwell painting. And that’s New-
town. That’s particularly Sandy Hook.
And the closeness of this community,
it makes the grief even deeper because
everybody knows everybody. When a
school, a community school has this
many lost lives, it touches a little bit
deeper.

But I think it also paints the path
forward to recovery because people are
so close, because you don’t have to go
too far to have somebody be able to
reach out and grab your shoulder in
order to give you a little bit of a boost,
a pathway back. The closeness of New-
town makes it hurt more, but the
closeness of Newtown will also make us
heal as well.

We’ve got great leaders as well. Gov-
ernor Malloy was on the ground within
hours, and he basically has not left and
has not slept. Pat Llodra, the first
selectwoman, has been just an inspira-
tion. The superintendent of schools,
the police chief, and the all-volunteer
fire department, these men and women
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in the fire department, none of them
are getting paid, and they’ve been
down at the firehouse, out at the site,
in the community almost without end
since this incident.

And this final thought. On Sunday
morning, Senator BLUMENTHAL and I
went to the church service at the local
Congregational Church, and a guy
grabbed us as we were walking out,
gripped our arms tight and said, ‘‘Make
sure this never, ever happens again.”

You know, the honest truth is we
can’t make sure it mnever happens
again, but we certainly can make it
much less likely; and we can certainly
find ways to make sure that if someone
does slip through the cracks and they
set themselves on a path of destruc-
tion, the path of destruction is no-
where near the scale we saw in New-
town.

We’re grieving right now, and we’re
going to join this process of figuring
out where we go from here very soon,
but it helps to know that we have the
support and the love and the sympathy
and the thoughts of the United States
House of Representatives. It will help
me to be able to bring back this resolu-
tion to the people of Newtown and the
people of Connecticut. And we know
that very shortly we will join you, we
will join the President in figuring out a
way to make sure that, within our
power, this doesn’t happen again.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, over the weekend,
like so many Americans, | tried to process the
news of this horrible shooting at Sandy Hook
Elementary School.

There simply is no way to understand what
could lead an individual to want to inflict that
much harm and pain on so many innocent
lives.

As | dealt with a range of emotions that sur-
faced not just as a Member of Congress but
as a father and grandfather, | could not help
but shake the feeling that there is more we
could have done as a legislators to prevent
this tragedy.

More that could have been done to help the
shooter get the mental health treatment he so
desperately needed.

More that could have done to prevent such
a powerful weapon from getting into the hands
of a troubled soul.

More that could have been done to protect
the children of Newtown, Connecticut.

Today, | too pray for their community and
those who lost their lives on Friday.

Today, | pray . . . but tomorrow, | vow to
return to this Chamber and fight every day so
that no other community has to deal with this
gun madness.

May God bless the victims, their families
and the people of Newtown, Connecticut.

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise to join my colleagues in honoring
and remembering all of the victims of the trag-
ic shootings at the Sandy Hook Elementary
School in Newton, CT. My condolences and
prayers go to the families and loved ones of
the women and children who lost their lives in
this senseless tragedy.

| also recognize and applaud the heroic ef-
forts made by the teachers, administrators,
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and law enforcement officials who acted quick-
ly to secure and protect the lives of the chil-
dren who survived this deadly encounter.

As the founder and Co-Chair of the Con-
gressional Children’s Caucus and a senior
Member of the Judiciary Committee, | have lis-
tened to the tragic testimony of individuals
who have survived or lost loved ones as a re-
sult of gun violence.

The parents and grandparents who dropped
off their children and grandchildren in the early
morning hours of December 14, 2012, could
never have imagined that by 10 a.m. on that
morning they would to have face this tragedy.

This moment will be etched in our memories
and will forever remind us of other moments
like those of Aurora and Columbine. Moments
when lives are needlessly lost due to gun vio-
lence.

As we unite in grief, it is time for us to unite
in finding a solution. Newtown, CT by all ac-
counts is a small close-knit town. Everyone in
Newtown was in some way connected to the
students, parents, teachers, and administra-
tors from Sandy Hook Elementary School. And
if asked, they would all agree that things like
this sad occurrence just do not happen in
Newtown.

We must join together in recognizing that
things like this can happen in any community
and we must immediately begin to address the
underlying problems that would lead a young
man to take up arms against defenseless
women and children.

If we act now and work together, we can
work towards preventing these types of trage-
dies. At around the same time that the chil-
dren in Newtown, CT faced a deranged gun
man, thousands of miles away in China, an-
other man also attacked a group of school
children. Again, a tragedy that no one in the
community could have anticipated; however,
because the man in China was armed only
with a knife, he wounded instead of killed 20
children. The lives of 20 children in China
were spared because their attacker did not
have in his possession a gun.

| believe the solution to these acts of vio-
lence can be found by taking a multifaceted
approach. There are those who will say that
“guns don’'t kill people, people kill people.”
The statistics for the harm that people are ca-
pable of doing with guns to themselves and
others is alarming. People are indeed killing
people, with guns. We need to reform how we
view guns in this country and also how we ad-
dress mental health challenges in our commu-
nities.

We must act now. This is the right moment
to demonstrate that the safety of our children
is one of our most sacred priorities. It is imper-
ative that this Congress brings to the House
for immediate consideration the following gun
safety laws.

First, there must be an immediate ban on all
assault weapons.

Second, we must close gun show loopholes
which allow for the sale of weapons without a
background check.

Third, we must reform our current mental
health system to provide support for families
to enable them to get immediate assistance
for mental health issues. In addition, there
should be pathways for families who are fac-
ing these challenges to gain emergency ac-
cess to publicly funded or private counseling
services.

Fourth, we must look at the design of pri-
mary and secondary schools in which these
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schools may need to have reinforced bullet
proof window and reinforced secure en-
trances.

Lastly, we must expand current state laws
to hold adults accountable and responsible for
the security their weapons. We can help to
prevent tragedies like this one from happening
again.

According to the U.S. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, gun violence, claims
the lives of over 30,000 people For every per-
son who dies from a gunshot wound, two oth-
ers are wounded. Every year, approximately
100,000 Americans are victims of gun vio-
lence.

In addition to those who are killed or injured,
there are countless others whose lives are for-
ever changed by the deaths of and injuries to
their loved ones.

In 2010, guns took the lives of 31,076
Americans in homicides, suicides and uninten-
tional shootings. This is the equivalent of more
than 85 deaths each day and more than three
deaths each hour.

There were 73,505 Americans treated in
hospital emergency departments for non-fatal
gunshot wounds in 2010.

Firearms were the third-leading cause of in-
jury-related deaths nationwide in 2010, fol-
lowing poisoning and motor vehicle accidents.

Between 1955 and 1975, the Vietham War
killed over 58,000 American soldiers—less
than the number of civilians killed with guns in
the U.S. in an average two-year period.

In the first seven years of the U.S.-Iraq War,
over 4,400 American soldiers were killed. Al-
most as many civilians are killed with guns
here in the U.S. over the course of 7 weeks
rather than 7 years.

HOMICIDE

U.S. homicide rates are 6.9 times higher
than rates in 22 other populous high-income
countries combined, despite similar non-lethal
crime and violence rates. The firearm homi-
cide rate in the U.S. is 19.5 times higher Guns
were used in 11,078 homicides in the U.S. in
2010, comprising almost 35% of all gun
deaths, and over 68% of all homicides.

Over a million people have been killed with
guns in the United States since 1968, when
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and Robert F. Ken-
nedy were assassinated.

On average, 33 gun homicides were com-
mitted each day for the years 2005-2010.

Regions and states with higher rates of gun
ownership have significantly higher rates of
homicide than states with lower rates of gun
ownership.

Where guns are prevalent, there are signifi-
cantly more homicides, particularly gun homi-
cides.

SUICIDE

Firearms were used in 19,392 suicides in
the U.S. in 2010, constituting almost 62% of
all gun deaths.

Over 50% of all suicides are committed with
a firearm.

On average, 49 gun suicides were com-
mitted each day for the years 2005-2010.

White males, about 40% of the U.S. popu-
lation, accounted for over 80% of firearm sui-
cides in 2010.

A study of California handgun purchasers
found that in the first year after the purchase
of a handgun, suicide was the leading cause
of death among the purchasers.

Firearms were used in nearly 44% of sui-
cide deaths among persons under age 25 in
2010.
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More than 75% of guns used in suicide at-
tempts and unintentional injuries of 0-19 year-
olds were stored in the residence of the victim,
a relative, or a friend.

The risk of suicide increases in homes
where guns are kept loaded and/or unlocked.

UNINTENTIONAL DEATHS AND INJURIES

In 2010, unintentional firearm
caused the deaths of 606 people.

From 2005-2010, almost 3,800 people in
the U.S. died from unintentional shootings.

Over 1,300 victims of unintentional shoot-
ings for the period 2005-2010 were under 25
years of age.

People of all age groups are significantly
more likely to die from unintentional firearm in-
juries when they live in states with more guns,
relative to states with fewer guns. On average,
states with the highest gun levels had nine
times the rate of unintentional firearms deaths
compared to states with the lowest gun levels.

A federal government study of unintentional
shootings found that 8% of such shooting
deaths resulted from shots fired by children
under the age of six.

The U.S. General Accounting Office has es-
timated that 31% of unintentional deaths
caused by firearms might be prevented by the
addition of two devices: a child-proof safety
lock (8%) and a loading indicator (23%).

For years, | have introduced and reintro-
duced gun safety legislation and supported the
efforts of my colleagues who have also
worked diligently to protect the lives of our na-
tion’s children through adequate gun safety.

| re-introduced H.R. 277 the Child Gun
Safety And Gun Access Prevention Act of
2011. This legislation would prevent anyone
under the age of 21 from being eligible to own
a handgun and would prohibit youth from pos-
sessing semiautomatic assault weapons.

Under this legislation parents and super-
vising adults will be held accountable if a juve-
nile is able to gain possession of dangerous
firearms that are located in their household.

The statistics are clear, firearms in a house-
hold must be properly and adequately stored.

A gun in the home is 22 times more likely
to be used in a completed or attempted sui-
cide (11x), criminal assault or homicide (7x),
or unintentional shooting death or injury (4x)
than to be used in a self-defense shooting.

Higher household gun ownership correlates
with higher rates of homicides, suicides, and
unintentional shootings.

Keeping a firearm in the home increases the
risk of suicide by a factor of 3 to 5 and in-
creases the risk of suicide with a firearm by a
factor of 17.

Keeping a firearm in the home increases the
risk of homicide by a factor of 3.

A 2009 study found that people in posses-
sion of a gun are 4.5 times more likely to be
shot in an assault.

My legislation also requires a parent to ac-
company a minor when attending a gun show.

Our focus should also be on the owners of
guns. Parents need to keep guns and ammu-
nition out of the reach of teenagers. Parents
should be responsible for securing from their
minor children access to dangerous firearms.

Further, my bill is a preventative measure,
my legislation encourages school districts to
proved or participate in firearm safety pro-
grams.

It also addresses the underlying concerns
related to violence and suicide. It amends the
Public Health Service Act to direct the Sec-

injuries
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retary of Health and Human Services to sup-
port programs to promote mental health serv-
ices among all children and their families and
to provide early intervention services to ame-
liorate identified mental health problems in
children and adolescents. This is a multi-
faceted approach to address this multifaceted
issue.

As in years past, | once again will join Sen-
ator DIANNE FEINSTEIN in advocating for addi-
tional gun safety laws. | support Senator FEIN-
STEIN’s bill which she intends to introduce
once again in the 113th Congress to ban the
sale of automatic assault weapons and ban
the sale of big clips, drums or strips of more
than 10 bullets. | appreciate Senator FEIN-
STEIN’s leaderships and will continue to join
her in advocating to pass this legislation in the
113th Congress.

Mr. Speaker, it is our responsibility to do all
that we can do to reverse this level of gun vio-
lence. We must pass common sense gun
safety.

The previous question was ordered.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

—————

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed bills of the
following titles in which the concur-
rence of the House is requested:

S. 3472. An act to amend the Family Edu-
cational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 to
provide improvements to such Act.

S. 3687. An act to amend the Federal Water
Pollution Control Act to reauthorize the
Lake Pontchartrain Basin Restoration Pro-
gram, to designate certain Federal buildings,
and for other purposes.

———

MOURNING THE PASSING OF
SENATOR INOUYE

(Ms. HIRONO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. HIRONO. Our country joins the
people of Newtown in their grief and
loss.

Tonight, we also mourn the sudden
passing of our friend and patriot, Sen-
ator INOUYE of Hawaii. Senator INOUYE
loved his family. Our thoughts and
prayers are with Irene, Ken, Jessica,
and little Maggie. Our sympathies also
to his hardworking staff.

Senator INOUYE loved Hawaii, and his
work on behalf of Hawaii is legendary.
There is no one person who did more to
ensure Hawaii’s future than Senator
INOUYE. He loved his country and re-
ceived the Medal of Honor in her serv-
ice.

Senator INOUYE never forgot where
he came from. And I’'m proud to say
that I represented his dear mother,
Kame Inouye, in 1980 when I first ran
for the State legislature. I'm proud to
count Senator INOUYE as my friend
since that time. We can best honor
Senator INOUYE’s legacy by continuing
to be strong for Hawaii and our coun-
try.

December 17, 2012
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EXTENDING SYMPATHY TO THE
PEOPLE OF NEWTOWN, CON-
NECTICUT

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to rise in support of my dear col-
leagues from Connecticut and through-
out our Nation in extending deepest
sympathy and affection to the people
of Newtown, Connecticut, as they bear
the pain of human loss in the recent
Sandy Hook Elementary School trag-
edy. Despite the heavy burden of grief
they are carrying, the citizens of New-
town have truly inspired our entire Na-
tion. Their spirit has lifted ours as
they pay tribute to their children and
the heroic teachers and school per-
sonnel who so nobly acted to save lives.
Surely their extraordinary grace under
pressure exemplifies what President
John Kennedy defined as courage.

Mr. Speaker, I am including in the
RECORD the remarks of Liza Long in an
article she published about her son, Mi-
chael. We must listen to her. And we
must listen to the people of Newtown
in memory of each of the precious spir-
its that have graced it, for their high-
est aspirations, for an America where
this never happens again.

In aiding us in this journey of faith,
this article poignantly describes the
condition of so many children in our
country who are hurting and ill with
unquiet minds that even medical
science cannot fully explain. I com-
mend President Obama for proposing a
special commission to listen to moth-
ers like Liza and to the people of New-
town as we shape a better future for us
all.

Mr. Speaker, I also wish to commend
the new Senator-elect from Hawaii for
her very poignant tribute of Senator
DANIEL INOUYE with whom we had the
privilege of serving these many years.

[From The Blue Review, Dec. 16, 2012]

“I AM ADAM LANZA’S MOTHER’: A MoOM’S
PERSPECTIVE ON THE MENTAL ILLNESS CON-
VERSATION IN AMERICA

[By Liza Long]

Friday’s horrific national tragedy—the
murder of 20 children and six adults at Sandy
Hook Elementary School in Newtown, Con-
necticut—has ignited a new discussion on vi-
olence in America. In kitchens and coffee
shops across the country, we tearfully debate
the many faces of violence in America: gun
culture, media violence, lack of mental
health services, overt and covert wars
abroad, religion, politics and the way we
raise our children. Liza Long, a writer based
in Boise, says it’s easy to talk about guns.
But it’s time to talk about mental illness.

While every family’s story of mental ill-
ness is different, and we may never know the
whole of the Lanza’s story, tales like this
one need to be heard—and families who live
them deserve our help.

Three days before 20 year-old Adam Lanza
killed his mother, then opened fire on a
classroom full of Connecticut kinder-
gartners, my 13-year old son Michael (name
changed) missed his bus because he was
wearing the wrong color pants

“I can wear these pants,” he said, his tone
increasingly belligerent, the black-hole pu-
pils of his eyes swallowing the blue irises.
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“They are navy blue,” I told him. ‘“Your
school’s dress code says black or khaki pants
only.”

“They told me I could wear these,” he in-
sisted. ‘“You’re a stupid bitch. I can wear
whatever pants I want to. This is America. I
have rights!”’

‘“You can’t wear whatever pants you want
to,” 1 said, my tone affable, reasonable.
“And you definitely cannot call me a stupid
bitch. You’re grounded from electronics for
the rest of the day. Now get in the car, and
I will take you to school.”

I live with a son who is mentally ill. I love
my son. But he terrifies me.

A few weeks ago, Michael pulled a knife
and threatened to kill me and then himself
after I asked him to return his overdue li-
brary books. His 7 and 9 year old siblings
knew the safety plan—they ran to the car
and locked the doors before I even asked
them to. I managed to get the knife from Mi-
chael, then methodically collected all the
sharp objects in the house into a single
Tupperware container that now travels with
me. Through it all, he continued to scream
insults at me and threaten to kill or hurt
me.

That conflict ended with three burly police
officers and a paramedic wrestling my son
onto a gurney for an expensive ambulance
ride to the local emergency room. The men-
tal hospital didn’t have any beds that day,
and Michael calmed down nicely in the ER,
so they sent us home with a prescription for
Zyprexa and a follow-up visit with a local pe-
diatric psychiatrist.

We still don’t know what’s wrong with Mi-
chael. Autism spectrum, ADHD, Oppositional
Defiant or Intermittent Explosive Disorder
have all been tossed around at various meet-
ings with probation officers and social work-
ers and counselors and teachers and school
administrators. He’s been on a slew of
antipsychotic and mood altering pharma-
ceuticals, a Russian novel of behavioral
plans. Nothing seems to work.

At the start of seventh grade, Michael was
accepted to an accelerated program for high-
ly gifted math and science students. His IQ is
off the charts. When he’s in a good mood, he
will gladly bend your ear on subjects ranging
from Greek mythology to the differences be-
tween Einsteinian and Newtonian physics to
Doctor Who. He’s in a good mood most of the
time. But when he’s not, watch out. And it’s
impossible to predict what will set him off.

Several weeks into his new junior high
school, Michael began exhibiting increas-
ingly odd and threatening behaviors at
school. We decided to transfer him to the dis-
trict’s most restrictive behavioral program,
a contained school environment where chil-
dren who can’t function in normal class-
rooms can access their right to free public
babysitting from 7:30-1:50 Monday through
Friday until they turn 18.

The morning of the pants incident, Michael
continued to argue with me on the drive. He
would occasionally apologize and seem re-
morseful. Right before we turned into his
school parking lot, he said, ‘‘Look, Mom, I'm
really sorry. Can I have video games back
today?”’

“No way,” I told him. ‘“You cannot act the
way you acted this morning and think you
can get your electronic privileges back that
quickly.”

His face turned cold, and his eyes were full
of calculated rage. ‘“Then I'm going to kill
myself,” he said. “I'm going to jump out of
this car right now and kill myself.”

That was it. After the knife incident, I told
him that if he ever said those words again, I
would take him straight to the mental hos-
pital, no ifs, ands, or buts. I did not respond,
except to pull the car into the opposite lane,
turning left instead of right.
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‘“Where are you taking me?’’ he said, sud-
denly worried. ‘““Where are we going?”’

‘“You know where we are going,” I replied.

“No! You can’t do that to me! You're send-
ing me to hell! You're sending me straight to
hell!”

I pulled up in front of the hospital, fran-
tically waiving for one of the clinicians who
happened to be standing outside. ‘‘Call the
police,” I said. “Hurry.”’

Michael was in a full-blown fit by then,
screaming and hitting. I hugged him close so
he couldn’t escape from the car. He bit me
several times and repeatedly jabbed his el-
bows into my rib cage. I'm still stronger
than he is, but I won’t be for much longer.

The police came quickly and carried my
son screaming and Kicking into the bowels of
the hospital. I started to shake, and tears
filled my eyes as I filled out the paperwork—
“Were there any difficulties with... at what
age did your child.., were there any problems
with.. has your child ever experienced.. does
your child have...”

At least we have health insurance now. I
recently accepted a position with a local col-
lege, giving up my freelance career because
when you have a kid like this, you need ben-
efits. You’ll do anything for benefits. No in-
dividual insurance plan will cover this kind
of thing.

For days, my son insisted that I was
lying—that I made the whole thing up so
that I could get rid of him. The first day,
when I called to check up on him, he said, ‘I
hate you. And I'm going to get my revenge
as soon as I get out of here.”

By day three, he was my calm, sweet boy
again, all apologies and promises to get bet-
ter. I’ve heard those promises for years. I
don’t believe them anymore.

On the intake form, under the question,
‘“What are your expectations for treat-
ment?”’ I wrote, ‘I need help.”

And I do. This problem is too big for me to
handle on my own. Sometimes there are no
good options. So you just pray for grace and
trust that in hindsight, it will all make
sense.

I am sharing this story because I am Adam
Lanza’s mother. I am Dylan Klebold’s and
Eric Harris’s mother. I am James Holmes’s
mother. I am Jared Loughner’s mother. I am
Seung-Hui Cho’s mother. And these boys—
and their mothers—need help. In the wake of
another horrific national tragedy, it’s easy
to talk about guns. But it’s time to talk
about mental illness.

According to Mother Jones, since 1982, 61
mass murders involving firearms have oc-
curred throughout the country. Of these, 43
of the killers were white males, and only one
was a woman. Mother Jones focused on
whether the killers obtained their guns le-
gally (most did). But this highly visible sign
of mental illness should lead us to consider
how many people in the U.S. live in fear, like
I do.

When I asked my son’s social worker about
my options, he said that the only thing I
could do was to get Michael charged with a
crime. ‘“If he’s back in the system, they’ll
create a paper trail,” he said. ‘“That’s the
only way you’re ever going to get anything
done. No one will pay attention to you unless
you’ve got charges.”

I don’t believe my son belongs in jail. The
chaotic environment exacerbates Michael’s
sensitivity to sensory stimuli and doesn’t
deal with the underlying pathology. But it
seems like the United States is using prison
as the solution of choice for mentally ill peo-
ple. According to Human Rights Watch, the
number of mentally ill inmates in U.S. pris-
ons quadrupled from 2000 to 2006, and it con-
tinues to rise—in fact, the rate of inmate
mental illness is five times greater (56 per-
cent) than in the non-incarcerated popu-
lation.
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With state-run treatment centers and hos-
pitals shuttered, prison is now the last resort
for the mentally ill—Rikers Island, the LA
County Jail and Cook County Jail in Illinois
housed the nation’s largest treatment cen-
ters in 2011.

No one wants to send a 13-year old genius
who loves Harry Potter and his snuggle ani-
mal collection to jail. But our society, with
its stigma on mental illness and its broken
healthcare system, does not provide us with
other options. Then another tortured soul
shoots up a fast food restaurant. A mall. A
kindergarten classroom. And we wring our
hands and say, ‘‘Something must be done.”

I agree that something must be done. It’s
time for a meaningful, nation-wide conversa-
tion about mental health. That’s the only
way our nation can ever truly heal.

God help me. God help Michael. God help
us all.

——————

SENATOR DANIEL INOUYE

(Ms. PELOSI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, I join my
colleague in speaking about how sad we
are in the passing of Senator DANIEL
INOUYE. His passing marks the end of
an era but the beginning of a great fu-
ture built on the legacy he brought to
the Congress.

For the people of Hawaii and the
country, he was a public servant from
start to finish. He was a war hero,
earning a Medal of Honor for his ac-
tions on the battlefields of World War
IT before his State was even admitted
to the Union. And imagine, of Japanese
American heritage; at a time when
Japanese Americans were in camps, he
was fighting for the freedom that they
were not enjoying. He is a true patriot.

He was Hawaii’s first Representative
in the House, a source of great pride for
all Members past and present that we
could call him colleague.

Senator INOUYE was a patriarch of
Hawaii, and all Hawaiians will long re-
member his unyielding devotion to the
economic vitality, progress, and suc-
cess of his beloved home State.

Senator INOUYE led a life of principle,
passion, service, and sacrifice. He was
the highest ranking Asian American in
our country, and he was for a long
time. His story—as an Asian American
who lived the American Dream, a sol-
dier who served with bravery and cour-
age, an elected Representative who
served with dignity—reflects the best
of America. We only hope it is a com-
fort to his wife, Irene; his son, Ken, and
the entire Inouye family; and his
many, many friends that so many
share in their grief at this sad time.

I want to praise him personally but
also bring words of comfort to his fam-
ily from my constituents in California
who considered him a very, very spe-
cial leader in our country.

PELOSI STATEMENT ON THE PASSING OF
SENATOR DANIEL INOUYE

WASHINGTON, D.C.—Democratic Leader
Nancy Pelosi released the following state-
ment tonight on the passing of longtime Ha-
waii Senator and the Senate’s President Pro-
Tempore Daniel Inouye:
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“Senator Daniel Inouye’s passing marks
the end of an era—for the people of Hawaii,
the country, and the United States Senate.
He was a public servant from start to finish.
He was a war hero—earning a Medal of Honor
for his actions on the battlefields of World
War II before his state was even admitted to
the union. He was Hawaii’s first Representa-
tive in the House, a source of great pride to
all Members, past and present.

‘““‘Senator Inouye was a patriarch of Ha-
waii, and all Hawaiians will long remember
his unyielding devotion to the economic vi-
tality, progress, and success of his beloved
home state. He was the second-longest serv-
ing Senator in American history, and his fel-
low Americans will long remember his lead-
ership in protecting our men and women in
uniform, strengthening our national secu-
rity, reaching across the aisle, and investing
in a future of prosperity for all. By his ac-
tions, he stood firm for the independence of
the Congress, the strength of our democracy,
and the values of the American people.

‘““‘Senator Inouye led a life of principle, pas-
sion, service, and sacrifice. He was the high-
est ranking Asian American in our country.
His story—as an Asian American who lived
the American Dream, a soldier who served
with bravery and courage, an elected rep-
resentative who served with dignity—reflects
the best of America. We only hope it is a
comfort to his wife Irene, his son Ken, and
the entire Inouye family that so many share
in their grief at this sad time.”

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. CULBERSON (at the request of Mr.
CANTOR) for today on account of per-
sonal reasons.

Mr. GRIFFIN of Arkansas (at the re-
quest of Mr. CANTOR) for today on ac-
count of flight cancellation.

Mr. JONES (at the request of Mr. CAN-
TOR) for today on account of official
business.

Mr. TERRY (at the request of Mr.
CANTOR) for today on account of travel
delays.

Mr. CLYBURN (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today on account of attend-
ing a funeral.

Mr. HoLT (at the
PELOSI) for today.

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas (at the re-
quest of Ms. PELOSI) for today on ac-
count of official business in the dis-
trict.

Ms. MOORE (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today on account of district
business.

Mr. REYES (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today and for the balance of
the week on account of family medical
reasons.

request of Ms.

————
SENATE BILLS REFERRED

Bills of the Senate of the following
titles were taken from the Speaker’s
table and, under the rule, referred as
follows:

S. 2045. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to require judges of the United
States Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims
to reside within fifty miles of the District of
Columbia, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

S. 3313. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to improve the reproductive as-
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sistance provided by the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs to severely wounded, ill, or in-
jured veterans and their spouses, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs.

S. 3472. An act to amend the Family Edu-
cational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 to
provide improvements to such Act; to the
Committee on Education and the Workforce.

S. 3687. An act to amend the Federal Water
Pollution Control Act to reauthorize the
Lake Pontehartrain Basin Restoration Pro-
gram, to designate certain Federal buildings,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure. In addi-
tion to the Committee on Natural Resources;
and to the Committee on the Judiciary for a
period to be subsequently determined by a
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

—————

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reported and found truly enrolled a bill
of the House of the following title,
which was thereupon signed by the
Speaker:

H.R. 2838. An act to authorize appropria-
tions for the Coast Guard for fiscal years 2013
through 2014, and for other purposes.

————————

SENATE ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

The Speaker announced his signature
to enrolled bills of the Senate of the
following titles:

S. 1379. An act to amend title 11, District of
Columbia Official Code, to revise certain ad-
ministrative authorities of the District of
Columbia courts, and to authorize the Dis-
trict of Columbia Public Defender Service to
provide professional liability insurance for
officers and employees of the Service for
claims relating to services furnished within
the scope of employment with the Service.

S. 1998. An act to obtain an unqualified
audit opinion, and improve financial ac-
countability and management at the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security.

S. 3315. An act to repeal or modify certain
mandates of the Government Accountability
Office.

S. 35642. An act to authorize the Assistant
Secretary of Homeland Security (Transpor-
tation Security Administration) to modify
screening requirements for checked baggage
arriving from preclearance airports, and for
other purposes.

——————

BILLS PRESENTED TO THE
PRESIDENT

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reported that on December 12, 2012, she
presented to the President of the
United States, for his approval, the fol-
lowing bills:

H.R. 3187. To require the Secretary of the
Treasury to mint coins in recognition and
celebration of the 75th anniversary of the es-
tablishment of the March of Dimes Founda-
tion.

H.R. 65682. To allow for innovations and al-
ternative technologies that meet or exceed
desired energy efficiency goals, and to make
technical corrections to existing Federal en-
ergy efficiency laws to allow American man-
ufacturers to remain competitive.

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reported that on December 13, 2012, she
presented to the President of the
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United States, for his approval, the fol-
lowing bills:

H.R. 4014. To amend the Federal Deposit
Insurance Act with respect to information
provided to the Bureau of Consumer Finan-
cial Protection.

H.R. 3319. To allow the Pascua Yaqui Tribe
to determine the requirements for member-
ship in that tribe.

H.R. 4367. To amend the Electronic Fund
Transfer Act to limit the fee disclosure re-
quirement for an automatic teller machine
to the screen of that machine.

H.R. 2467. Bridgeport Indian Colony Land
Trust, Health and Economic Development
Act of 2012.

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reported that on December 14, 2012, she
presented to the President of the
United States, for his approval, the fol-
lowing bill:

H.R. 2838. To authorize appropriations for
the Coast Guard for fiscal years 2012 through
2015, and for other purposes.

———
ADJOURNMENT

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 44 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow, Tues-
day, December 18, 2012, at 10 a.m. for
morning-hour debate.

————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

8787. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, transmitting a re-
port of a violation of the Antideficiency Act
in the Department of Veterans Affairs
Construciton, Minor Projects, Treasury
Symbol 36X0111, pursuant to 31 TU.S.C.
1517(b); to the Committee on Appropriations.

8788. A letter from the Acting Principal
Deputy, Department of Defense, transmit-
ting a letter on the approved retirement of
Lieutenant General Purl K. Keen, United
States Army, and his advancement to the
grade of lieutenant general on the retired
list; to the Committee on Armed Services.

8789. A letter from the Assistant to the
Board, Board of Governors of the Federal Re-
serve System, transmitting the System’s
final rule — Supervisory and Company-Run
Stress Test Requirements for Covered Com-
panies [Regulation YY; Docket No.: 1438]
(RIN: 7100-AD-86) received December 6, 2012,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services.

8790. A letter from the Assistant to the
Board, Board of Governors of the Federal Re-
serve System, transmitting the System’s
final rule — Annual Company-Run Stress
Test Requirements for Banking Organiza-
tions with Total Consolidated Assets over $10
Billion Other than Covered Companies [Reg-
ulation YY; Docket No.: 1438] (RIN:7100-AD-
86) received December 6, 2012, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services.

8791. A letter from the Assistant Director
for Legislative Affairs, Consumer Financial
Protection Bureau, transmitting the Bu-
reau’s Fair Lending Report; to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services.

8792. A letter from the Chairman and Presi-
dent, Export-Import Bank, transmitting a
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report on transactions involving U.S. exports
to United Arab Emirates pursuant to Section
2(b)(3) of the Export-Import Bank Act of 1945,
as amended; to the Committee on Financial
Services.

8793. A letter from the Deputy Secretary,
Securities and Exchange Commission, trans-
mitting the Commission’s final rule — Ex-
tension of Dates for Certain Requirements of
Rule 19b-4(n)(1) and Rule 19b4(0)(2) and
Amendment of Form 19b-4 [Release No.: 34—
68357; File No. S7-44-10] (RIN: 3235-AKS8T7) re-
ceived December 7, 2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Financial
Services.

8794. A letter from the Assistant General
Counsel for Legislation, Regulation and En-
ergy Efficiency, Department of Energy,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Criteria and Procedures for Determining Eli-
gibility for Access to Classified Matter or
Special Nuclear Material: Technical Amend-
ments (RIN: 1992-AA36) received December 5,
2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

8795. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting a report entitled, ‘‘The Children’s
Health Insurance Program Reauthorization
Act (CHIPRA) Mandated Evaluation of Ex-
press Lane Eligibility: First Year Findings’’;
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

8796. A letter from the Director, Regula-
tions Policy and Management Staff, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Irra-
diation in the Production, Processing and
Handling of Food [Docket No.: FDA-1999-F-
1267] (formerly Docket No.: 1999F-5322] re-
ceived December 6, 2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

8797. A letter from the Director, Regula-
tions Policy and Management Staff, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Irra-
diation in the Production, Processing and
Handling of Food [Docket No.: FDA-1999-F-
4617] (formerly Docket No.: 1999F-5321] re-
ceived December 6, 2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

8798. A letter from the Program Manager,
Department of Health and Human Services,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Opioid Drugs in Maintenance and Detoxifica-
tion Treatment of Opiate Addiction; Pro-
posed Modification of Dispensing Restric-
tions for Buprenorphine and Buprenorphine
Combination as Used in Approved Treatment
Medications (RIN: 0930-AAl14) received De-
cember 6, 2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

8799. A letter from the Program Manager,
Department of Health and Human Services,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Health Information Technology; Revisions to
the 2014 Edition Electronic Health Record
Certification Criteria; and Medicare and
Medicaid Programs; Revisions to the Elec-
tronic Health Record Incentive Program
[CMS-0046-IFC] (RIN: 0991-AB89) received
December 6, 2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

8800. A letter from the Director, Office of
Congressional Affairs, Nuclear Regulatory
Commission, transmitting the Commission’s
final rule — Guidance for Performing the In-
tegrated Assessment for External Flooding
[JLD-ISG-2012-05] received December 11,
2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

8801. A letter from the Director, Defense
Security Cooperation Agency, transmitting
Transmittal No. 12-68, pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of
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the Arms Export Control Act, as amended; to
the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

8802. A letter from the Director, Defense
Security Cooperation Agency, transmitting
Transmittal No. 12-69, pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended; to
the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

8803. A letter from the Acting Secretary of
Commerce, Department of Commerce, trans-
mitting a certification of export to China; to
the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

8804. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
For Export Administration, Department of
Commerce, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Editorial Corrections to the
Commerce Control List of the Export Admin-
istration Regulations [Docket No.: 120320200—
2296-01] (RIN: 0694-AF62) received December
10, 2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

8805. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting consistent with the Authoriza-
tion for Use of Military Force Against Iraq
Resolution of 2002 (Pub. L. 107-243), the Au-
thorization for the Use of Force Against Iraq
Resolution (Pub. L. 102-1), and in order to
keep the Congress fully informed, a report
prepared by the Department of State for the
August 24, 2012 — October 22, 2012 reporting
period including matters relating to post-lib-
eration Iraq under Section 7 of the Iraq Lib-
eration Act of 1998 (Pub. L. 105-338); to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

8806. A letter from the Deputy Secretary,
Department of Defense, transmitting the De-
partment of Defense Inspector General Semi-
annual Report, April 1, 2012 — September 30,
2012; to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.

8807. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Education, transmitting the forty-
seventh Semiannual Report to Congress on
Audit Follow-up, covering the six month pe-
riod ending September 30, 2012 in compliance
with the Inspector General Act Amendments
of 1988; to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.

8808. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development,
transmitting the Department’s semiannual
report from the office of the Inspector Gen-
eral for the period April, 1, 2012 through Sep-
tember 30, 2012; to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform.

8809. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting the
Semiannual Report of the Office of Inspector
General for the period ending September 30,
2012; to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.

8810. A letter from the Chief Operating Of-
ficer/Acting Executive Director, Election As-
sistance Commission, transmitting Semi-
annual Report of the Inspector General for
the period April 1, 2012 through September
30, 2012; to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.

8811. A letter from the Administrator, En-
vironmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting the Agency’s semiannual report from
the Office of the Inspector General during
the 6-month period ending September 30,
2012; to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.

8812. A letter from the Chairman, Federal
Maritime Commission, transmitting the
semiannual report on the activities of the
Office of Inspector General for the period
April 1 through September 30, 2012; to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

8813. A letter from the Senior Procurement
Executive/Deputy Chief Acquisition Officer,
General Services Administration, transmit-
ting the Administration’s final rule — Fed-
eral Acquisition Regulation; Free Trade
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Agreement-Panama [FAC 2005-62; FAR Case
2012-027; Item III; Docket 2012-0027, Sequence
01] (RIN: 9000-ZA02) received December 5,
2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

8814. A letter from the Acting Deputy Chief
Financial Officer, National Labor Relations
Board, transmitting the Board’s Perform-
ance and Accountability Report for Fiscal
Year 2012; to the Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform.

8815. A letter from the Board, Railroad Re-
tirement Board, transmitting the Board’s
Performance and Accountability Report for
Fiscal Year 2012, incuding the Office of In-
spector General’s Auditor’s Report; to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

8816. A letter from the Commissioner, So-
cial Security Administration, transmitting
the Administration’s report for fiscal year
2012 on competitive sourcing efforts as re-
quired by Section 647(b) of Division F of the
Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2004, Pub.
L. 108-199; to the Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform.

8817. A letter from the Principal Deputy
Assistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and
Parks, Department of the Interior, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — Special
Regulations; Areas of the National Park Sys-
tem, Yellowstone National Park [NPS-
YELL-11802; PPWONRADE2,
PMPO0EI05.YP0000] (RIN: 1024-AE10) received
December 7, 2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural
Resources.

8818. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Regulatory Affairs and Collaborative
Action, Department of the Interior, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Resi-
dential, Business, and Wind and Solar Re-
source Leases on Indian Land [Docket ID:
BIA-2011-0001] (RIN: 1076-AET73) received De-
cember 7, 2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural
Resources.

8819. A letter from the Deputy Director, Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final
rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
Zone Off Alaska; Reallocation of Pacific Cod
in the Central Regulatory Area of the Gulf of
Alaska Management Area [Docket No.:
111207737-2141-02] (RIN: 0648-XC346) received
December 3, 2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural
Resources.

8820. A letter from the Acting Deputy Di-
rector, Office of Sustainable Fisheries,
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s final rule — Fisheries of the Exclu-
sive Economic Zone Off Alaska; Reallocation
of Pacific Cod in the Western Regulatory
Area of the Gulf of Alaska Management Area
[Docket No.: 111207737-2141-02] (RIN: 0648—
X(C333) received December 3, 2012, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Natural Resources.

8821. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives; The Boeing Company Airplanes
[Docket No.: FAA-2012-0424; Directorate
Identifier 2011-NM-004-AD; Amendment 39—
17205; AD 2012-19-10] (RIN: 2120-AA64) re-
ceived December 4, 2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

8822. A letter from the Director for Inter-
nal Control and Management Systems, Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final
rule — Removal of Obsolete Regulation
[Docket Number: NASA-2012-0004] (RIN: 2700—



H6828

AD78) received December 3, 2012, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Science, Space, and Technology.

8823. A letter from the Director of Regula-
tion Policy and Management, Office of the
General Counsel, Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Contracts and Provider Agreements
for State Home Nursing Home Care (RIN:
2900-A057) received December 5, 2012, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Veterans’ Affairs.

8824. A letter from the Director of Regula-
tion Policy and Management, Office of the
General Counsel, Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Technical Revisions to Part 53 —
State Veterans Homes (RIN: 2900-A054) re-
ceived December 10, 2012, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs.

8825. A letter from the Chief, Border Secu-
rity Regulations Branch, Department of
Homeland Security, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Technical Amend-
ment to List of User Fee Airports: Addition
of Bozeman Yellowstone International Air-
port, Belgrade, Montana [CBP Dec. 12-20] re-
ceived December 5, 2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ways and
Means.

————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington: Committee
on Natural Resources. S. 3193. An act to
make technical corrections to the legal de-
scription of certain land to be held in trust
for the Barona Band of Mission Indians, and
for other purposes (Rept. 112-702). Referred
to the Committee of the Whole House on the
state of the Union.

Mr. UPTON: Committee on Energy and
Commerce. H.R. 3548. A bill to facilitate
United States access to North American oil
resources, and for other purposes; with an
amendment (Rept. 112-703, Pt. 1). Referred to
the Committee of the Whole House on the
state of the Union.

DISCHARGE OF COMMITTEE
[The following actions occurred on December 14,
2012]

Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XIII,
Committee on Agriculture discharged
from further consideration. H.R. 3283
referred to the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union, and
ordered to be printed.

Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XIII,
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs dis-
charged from further consideration.
H.R. 4297 referred to the Committee of
the Whole House on the State of the
Union and ordered to be printed.

[Submitted on December 17, 2012]

Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XIII,
Committees on Transportation and In-
frastructure and Natural Resources
discharged from further consideration.
H.R. 3548 referred to the Committee of
the Whole House on the State of the
Union and ordered to be printed.

———

TIME LIMITATION OF REFERRED
BILL PURSUANT TO RULE XII

Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XII, the

following action was taken by the
Speaker:
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[The following action occurred on December 14,
2012]

H.R. 940. Referral to the Committee on
Ways and Means extended for a period ending
not later than December 21, 2012.

———

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. GOODLATTE (for himself, Mr.
SENSENBRENNER, Mr. COBLE, Ms. ZOE
LOFGREN of California, Ms. LINDA T.
SANCHEZ of California, Ms. CHU, Mr.
IssA, Mr. PITTs, Ms. ESHOO, Mr.
PETERS, and Mr. LANCE):

H.R. 6671. A bill to amend section 2710 of
title 18, United States Code, to clarify that a
video tape service provider may obtain a
consumer’s informed, written consent on an
ongoing basis and that consent may be ob-
tained through the Internet; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. ROGERS of Michigan (for him-
self, Mr. WAXMAN, Mr. PALLONE, Ms.
EsHOO, Mr. BURGESS, Mr. TOWNS, Mr.
GENE GREEN of Texas, Mr. PITTS, and
Mr. UPTON):

H.R. 6672. A bill to reauthorize certain pro-
grams under the Public Health Service Act
and the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic
Act with respect to public health security
and all-hazards preparedness and response,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce, and in addition to
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Mr. ISRAEL:

H.R. 6673. A bill to amend the Family and
Medical Leave Act of 1993 to provide leave
because of the death of a son or daughter; to
the Committee on Education and the Work-
force, and in addition to the Committees on
Oversight and Government Reform, and
House Administration, for a period to be sub-
sequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. PETRI:

H.R. 6674. A bill to simplify and improve
the Federal student loan program through
income-contingent repayment to provide
stronger protections for borrowers, encour-
age responsible borrowing, and save money
for taxpayers; to the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce, and in addition to
the Committee on Ways and Means, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN (for herself,
Mr. BERMAN, Mr. ENGEL, Mr. ROYCE,
Mr. BURTON of Indiana, Mr. TURNER
of New York, Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA, Mr.
CoNNOoLLY of Virginia, Mr. CHABOT,
Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio, and Mr. SMITH
of New Jersey):

H. Con. Res. 145. Concurrent resolution
calling for universal condemnation of the
North Korean missile launch of December 12,
2012; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

By Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut (for
himself, Mr. LARSON of Connecticut,
Ms. DELAURO, Mr. COURTNEY, and Mr.
HIMES):

H. Res. 833. A resolution condemning the
horrific attacks in Newtown, Connecticut
and expressing support and prayers for all
those impacted by this tragedy; to the Com-
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mittee on Education and the Workforce. con-
sidered and agreed to.
By Mr. KELLY (for himself and Mr.
DEUTCH):

H. Res. 834. A resolution urging the govern-
ments of Europe and the European Union to
designate Hizballah as a terrorist organiza-
tion and impose sanctions, and urging the
President to provide information about
Hizballah to the European allies of the
United States and to support the Govern-
ment of Bulgaria in investigating the July
18, 2012, terrorist attack in Burgas; to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

————

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY
STATEMENT

Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII of
the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, the following statements are sub-
mitted regarding the specific powers
granted to Congress in the Constitu-
tion to enact the accompanying bill or
joint resolution.

By Mr. GOODLATTE:

H.R. 6671.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

By Mr. ROGERS of Michigan:

H.R. 6672.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

This bill is enacted pursuant to the power
granted to Congress under Article I, Section
8, Clause 1 of the United States Constitution.

By Mr. ISRAEL:

H.R. 6673.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 of the United
States Constitution

By Mr. PETRI:

H.R. 6674.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 1 of the Con-
stitution.

——

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS
Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions as follows:

H.R. 303: Mr. CARTER.
H.R. 591: Ms. MOORE, Mr. BISHOP of New
York, Mr. GRIJALVA, and Mr. HIMES.
. 773: Mr. WELCH.
. 860: Mr. BURTON of Indiana.
. 905: Mr. DAVID ScOoTT of Georgia.
. 998: Mr. COSTA.
. 1506: Mr. LEVIN.
. 1642: Mr. GRIJALVA.
H.R. 1781: Mr. BISHOP of New York and Mr.
COURTNEY.
H.R. 1831:
H.R. 2376:
H.R. 2721:

Mr. AMASH.
Ms. BONAMICI.
Mr. LARSON of Connecticut.
H.R. 3027: Ms. SCHWARTZ.
H.R. 3130: Mr. CONAWAY.
H.R. 36568: Mr. HANNA, Ms. DELAURO, Mr.
CROWLEY, Ms. WATERS, and Mr. WELCH.
H.R. 4277: Ms. EDWARDS and Mr. CURSON of
Michigan.
H.R. 4373:
H.R. 6027:
H.R. 6241:
H.R. 6388:
H.R. 6428:
H.R. 6448:
H.R. 6470: Mr. DEFAZIO.
H.R. 6606: Ms. SCHAKOWSKY.

H. Con. Res. 144: Mr. LATTA, Mr. HERGER,
and Mrs. BACHMANN.

H. Res. 220: Mr. PERLMUTTER.
H. Res. 832: Mr. PETERS.

Ms.
Ms.
Ms.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

CHU and Mr. FORTENBERRY.
SCHWARTZ.

McCOLLUM.

HoLT.

ELLISON.

PoLis.
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