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Senate, in accordance with its jurisdiction 
under rule XXV of the Standing Rules of the 
Senate, including holding hearings, report-
ing such hearings, and making investiga-
tions as authorized by paragraphs 1 and 8 of 
rule XXVI of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the Committee on Energy and Natural 
Resources (in this resolution referred to as 
the ‘‘committee’’) is authorized from March 
1, 2013 through September 30, 2013, in its dis-
cretion to— 

(1) make expenditures from the contingent 
fund of the Senate; 

(2) employ personnel; and 
(3) with the prior consent of the Govern-

ment department or agency concerned and 
the Committee on Rules and Administration, 
use on a reimbursable or nonreimbursable 
basis the services of personnel of any such 
department or agency. 
SEC. 2. EXPENSES FOR PERIOD ENDING SEP-

TEMBER 30, 2013. 
The expenses of the committee for the pe-

riod March 1, 2013 through September 30, 2013 
under this resolution shall not exceed 
$3,453,383. 
SEC. 3. EXPENSES AND AGENCY CONTRIBUTIONS. 

(a) EXPENSES OF THE COMMITTEE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraph (2), expenses of the committee 
under this resolution shall be paid from the 
contingent fund of the Senate upon vouchers 
approved by the chairman of the committee. 

(2) VOUCHERS NOT REQUIRED.—Vouchers 
shall not be required for— 

(A) the disbursement of salaries of employ-
ees paid at an annual rate; 

(B) the payment of telecommunications 
provided by the Office of the Sergeant at 
Arms and Doorkeeper; 

(C) the payment of stationery supplies pur-
chased through the Keeper of the Stationery; 

(D) payments to the Postmaster of the 
Senate; 

(E) the payment of metered charges on 
copying equipment provided by the Office of 
the Sergeant at Arms and Doorkeeper; 

(F) the payment of Senate Recording and 
Photographic Services; or 

(G) the payment of franked and mass mail 
costs by the Sergeant at Arms and Door-
keeper, United States Senate. 

(b) AGENCY CONTRIBUTIONS.—There are au-
thorized such sums as may be necessary for 
agency contributions related to the com-
pensation of employees of the committee 
from March 1, 2013 through September 30, 
2013, to be paid from the appropriations ac-
count for ‘‘Expenses of Inquiries and Inves-
tigations’’ of the Senate. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 56 RECOG-
NIZING THE SIGNIFICANCE OF 
THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
THE DEATH OF HARRIET ROSS 
TUBMAN 

Mr. CARDIN (for himself, Mr. 
PORTMAN, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr. SCHUMER, 
Mrs. GILLIBRAND, and Mr. BROWN) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which 
was considered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 56 

Whereas Harriet Ross Tubman was born 
into slavery near Buckstown, Maryland, in 
or around the year 1820, to her parents Ben-
jamin Ross and Harriet Green, and was 
named Araminta Ross; 

Whereas, as a child slave, Tubman checked 
muskrat traps along the marshes of the 
Blackwater River in Dorchester County, 
Maryland, and later worked in the fields and 
forests surrounding the Brodess Plantation; 

Whereas, as a teenage slave, Tubman 
worked as a seamstress on the Cook Planta-

tion in Dorchester County, Maryland, and 
changed her name to Harriet; 

Whereas, at the age of 24, Tubman married 
a free black man named John Tubman, 
though she remained a slave; 

Whereas, in 1849, upon hearing news that 
she was to be sold to settle the debts of her 
late master, Tubman escaped from slavery to 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, marking the 
first of many expeditions to and from the 
Eastern Shore of Maryland to lead nearly 70 
slaves out of slavery; 

Whereas, over the course of the next 11 
years, from 1849 to 1860, Tubman became a 
famous conductor of the Underground Rail-
road, proclaiming in her later years, ‘‘I never 
ran my train off the track and I never lost a 
passenger.’’; 

Whereas, since the journeys to freedom by 
Tubman took place over the winter months 
when the nights were long and dark, her 
groups made stops along the extensive Un-
derground Railroad, first traveling to the 
Quaker community of Poplar Neck in Caro-
line County, Maryland, eventually making 
stops at the homes of Quaker abolitionist 
Thomas Garrett in Wilmington, Delaware, 
and African-American abolitionist and fu-
ture civil rights activist William Still in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, before final re-
settlement in Canada; 

Whereas, in the late 1850s, Tubman began 
to speak before abolitionist audiences to 
share her dedication and unwavering com-
mitment to the abolitionist cause and the 
emancipation of slaves; 

Whereas Tubman drew admiration from Af-
rican-American abolitionist Frederick Doug-
lass, a fellow Eastern Shore native of Talbot 
County, Maryland, who stated, ‘‘I know of no 
one who has willingly encountered more per-
ils and hardships to serve our enslaved peo-
ple than you have.’’; 

Whereas the National Underground Rail-
road Freedom Center, located in Cincinnati, 
Ohio, recognizes Tubman as one the most fa-
mous conductors along the Underground 
Railroad and has dedicated a theater in 
honor of Tubman; 

Whereas, in 1859, Tubman purchased a 
home and several acres of land in Auburn, 
New York, from William Henry Seward, then 
United States Senator from New York and 
future Secretary of State for President Abra-
ham Lincoln; 

Whereas Tubman attended her first Wom-
en’s Rights Convention in Boston, Massachu-
setts in 1860, beginning a lifelong commit-
ment to the suffrage movement; 

Whereas, at the start of the Civil War in 
1861, Tubman believed that a Union victory 
would be a key stepping stone to the aboli-
tion of slavery and vowed to assist the cause, 
joining abolitionist Bostonians and Philadel-
phians who traveled to Hilton Head Island, 
South Carolina to provide aid to the Union 
war effort; 

Whereas Tubman used the skills that she 
learned evading detection and capture on the 
Underground Railroad to serve as a spy and 
scout for the Union camp at Port Royal, 
South Carolina in addition to providing care 
to Union forces as a nurse and cook; 

Whereas, in 1863, the same year that the 
Emancipation Proclamation was issued, Tub-
man became the first woman to lead an 
armed assault during the Civil War on the 
Raid on Combahee Ferry; 

Whereas Tubman led bands of scouts along 
the marshes and rivers of Port Royal, simi-
lar to those of her native Dorchester County, 
to map the unfamiliar territory for Colonel 
James Montgomery, commander of the 2nd 
Regiment South Carolina Volunteer Infantry 
(African Descent); 

Whereas, between June 1 and June 2, 1863, 
Tubman guided Colonel Montgomery and a 
detachment of 300 men from the 2nd Regi-

ment South Carolina Volunteer Infantry (Af-
rican Descent) through the mine-laden 
waters of the Combahee River in Colleton 
County, South Carolina, where the Union 
forces liberated nearly 750 slaves; 

Whereas Tubman assisted the newly liber-
ated slaves in the years following the raid 
and tended to wounded soldiers in the Com-
monwealth of Virginia before returning to 
Auburn, New York after the conclusion of 
the Civil War; 

Whereas Tubman dedicated the later years 
of her life to promoting the women’s suffrage 
movement, traveling to New York City, New 
York, Boston, Massachusetts, and Wash-
ington, District of Columbia, to speak before 
countless women’s groups with fellow suf-
frage movement leaders Susan B. Anthony 
and Emily Howland; 

Whereas, when asked if she believed women 
deserved the right to vote, Tubman replied, 
‘‘I suffered enough to believe it.’’; 

Whereas, in 1903, Tubman deeded her prop-
erty to the African Methodist Episcopal Zion 
Church of Auburn, New York, to serve as a 
home for the ‘‘aged and indigent colored peo-
ple’’, which opened on June 23, 1908, as the 
Harriet Tubman Home for the Aged; and 

Whereas, having lived in the home named 
after her, Tubman passed away on March 10, 
1913, at the age of 93: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes the significance of the 100th 

anniversary of the death of Harriet Tubman, 
whose dedication and unwavering commit-
ment to serving in any capacity necessary to 
pursue the promise of American ideals and 
the principles of humanity continue to in-
spire all individuals who cherish freedom; 

(2) encourages the people of the United 
States to honor and preserve the legacy of 
Tubman; 

(3) recognizes the significance of the tire-
less work of Tubman and the other individ-
uals who bravely served to create the Under-
ground Railroad network to achieve freedom 
for those individuals enslaved during the 
Antebellum Era of the United States; and 

(4) recognizes the dedication and commit-
ment of the Harriet Tubman Organization of 
Cambridge, Maryland, and the Harriet Tub-
man Home, Inc. and the Harriet Tubman 
Boosters Club, both of Auburn, New York, 
for preserving the heritage of the United 
States and promoting the rich history of the 
United States. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 57—DESIG-
NATING FEBRUARY 28, 2013, AS 
‘‘RARE DISEASE DAY’’ 
Mr. BROWN (for himself, Mr. BAR-

RASSO, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. PRYOR, 
and Mrs. HAGAN) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 57 
Whereas rare diseases and disorders are 

those that affect a small number of patients, 
typically less than 200,000 people in the 
United States; 

Whereas, as of the date of approval of this 
resolution, nearly 7,000 rare diseases affect 
approximately 30,000,000 people in the United 
States and their families; 

Whereas children with rare genetic dis-
eases account for more than half of the popu-
lation affected by rare diseases in the United 
States; 

Whereas many rare diseases are serious, 
life-threatening, and lack an effective treat-
ment; 

Whereas rare diseases and conditions in-
clude epidermolysis bullosa, progeria, sickle 
cell anemia, Tay-Sachs, cystic fibrosis, 
many childhood cancers, and fibrodysplasia 
ossificans progressiva; 
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Whereas people with rare diseases experi-

ence challenges that include difficulty in ob-
taining an accurate diagnosis, limited treat-
ment options, and difficulty finding physi-
cians or treatment centers with expertise in 
their diseases; 

Whereas great strides have been made in 
research and treatment for rare diseases as a 
result of the Orphan Drug Act (Public Law 
97–414; 96 Stat. 2049) and amendments made 
by that Act; 

Whereas 2013 marks the 30th anniversary of 
the Orphan Drug Act and therefore a time to 
reflect upon the successes of that Act and 
the challenges to be addressed in the future; 

Whereas both the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration and the National Institutes of Health 
have established special offices to advocate 
for rare disease research and treatments; 

Whereas the National Organization for 
Rare Disorders, an organization established 
in 1983 to provide services to, and advocate 
on behalf of, patients with rare diseases, was 
a primary force behind the enactment of the 
Orphan Drug Act and remains a critical pub-
lic voice for people with rare diseases; 

Whereas the National Organization for 
Rare Disorders sponsors Rare Disease Day in 
the United States to increase public aware-
ness of rare diseases; 

Whereas Rare Disease Day has become a 
global event occurring annually on the last 
day of February and was observed in more 
than 60 countries in 2012; 

Whereas Rare Disease Day was observed in 
the United States for the first time on Feb-
ruary 28, 2009; and 

Whereas Rare Disease Day is anticipated 
to be observed globally for years to come, 
providing hope and information for rare dis-
ease patients around the world; Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates February 28, 2013, as ‘‘Rare 

Disease Day’’; 
(2) recognizes the importance of improving 

awareness and encouraging accurate and 
early diagnosis of rare diseases and dis-
orders; and 

(3) supports a national and global commit-
ment to improving access to, and developing 
new treatments, diagnostics, and cures for, 
rare diseases and disorders. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND 
FORESTRY 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on February 
26, 2013, at 11:50 a.m. in room S–219 of 
the Capitol. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN 

AFFAIRS 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
February 26, 2013, at 10 a.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC 
WORKS 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public 

Works be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on February 
26, 2013. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on February 26, 2013. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on February 26, 2013, at 10 a.m., in 
room 215 of the Dirksen Senate Office 
Building, to conduct a hearing entitled 
‘‘The Budget and Economic Outlook: 
Fiscal Years 2013 to 2023.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions be authorized to meet, 
during the session of the Senate, to 
conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘State 
Leadership and Innovation in Dis-
ability Employment’’ on February 26, 
2013, at 2:30 p.m., in room G50 of the 
Dirksen Senate Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on February 26, 2013, at 3:45 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs be authorized 
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on February 26, 2013, in room SD– 
628 of the Dirksen Senate Office Build-
ing, at 3 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized 
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate, on February 26, 2013. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 
Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on February 26, 2013. The Com-
mittee will meet in room 345 of the 
Cannon House Office Building at 2 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 
Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Select 
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on February 26, 2013, at 2:30 
p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

NOTICE OF HEARING 
COMMITTEE ON RULES AND ADMINISTRATION 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I wish 

to announce that the Committee on 
Rules and Administration will meet on 
Wednesday, February 27, 2013, at 10:00 
a.m., to conduct a markup of the Omni-
bus Budget for Senate Committees. 

For further information regarding 
this meeting, please contact Lynden 
Armstrong at the Rules and Adminis-
tration Committee at 202–224–6352. 

f 

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
DEATH OF HARRIET ROSS TUB-
MAN 
Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 

the Senate proceed to S. Res. 56. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 56) recognizing the 

significance of the 100th anniversary of the 
death of Harriet Ross Tubman. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. REID. I am going to ask unani-
mous consent that we pass this. First, 
I read a year and a half or 2 years ago 
two books about this woman, Harriet 
Tubman. Stunning. With all the movies 
being made about courageous, strong 
Americans, someone should make a 
movie about this woman. I mean it is 
just amazing what she was able to do. 
One little woman did so much to 
change what went on in America back 
at that time. 

I ask unanimous consent the resolu-
tion be agreed to, the preamble be 
agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be laid upon the table, with no in-
tervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 56) was agreed 
to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

RARE DISEASE DAY 
Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 

the Senate proceed to S. Res. 57. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 57) designating Feb-

ruary 28, 2013, as ‘‘Rare Disease Day.’’ 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
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