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should we stop registration a month 
before an election? Election day is 
when people are so excited about vot-
ing. So I am really very disappointed in 
what is happening in my own State re-
garding keeping people from voting. 

The Voting Rights Act was very im-
portant, but now it is harder and hard-
er for people to vote. There is little 
question that Republican-controlled 
State legislatures have taken advan-
tage of this decision. I repeat: In States 
all across this country, Republican- 
controlled State legislatures have 
passed burdensome voter ID laws that 
target minority voters especially, col-
lege students especially, and many 
other groups, to prevent them from 
voting. 

In Ohio—a State that experienced the 
longest voting lines in the Nation, even 
longer than the questionable Florida 
election—the Republican legislature 
scaled back early-voting hours in an ef-
fort to keep people from voting. The 
legislature in North Carolina elimi-
nated same-day registration when it 
worked so well and the turnout—it 
helped significantly. How can we work 
to form a more perfect union when 
some States actively work to prevent 
our fellow citizens from voting? 

We have a moral obligation to pro-
tect the right to vote for every Amer-
ican citizen. Our country is stronger 
when every eligible voter participates. 
The Dean of the Senate, Senator 
LEAHY, has introduced robust legisla-
tion to repair the damage from the Su-
preme Court’s Shelby County decision. 
I am happy to support the efforts made 
by the senior Senator from Vermont. 
His bill will restore the heart of the 
Voting Rights Act. It will create a new 
nationwide coverage formula that ap-
plies to any State with repeated voting 
rights violations in the last 25 years. It 
will also establish a targeted process 
for reviewing voting changes and also 
any changes these jurisdictions make 
all around the country that have a 
record of discrimination against vot-
ers. This bill requires reasonable public 
notice for voting changes and also al-
lows the Attorney General to request 
Federal observers to be present in 
places where a serious threat of racial 
discrimination may occur. 

We must do everything we can to re-
store and reestablish and defend the 
Voting Rights Act. Congress must act 
to protect one of the most important 
legislative accomplishments of the 
civil rights era. We should ensure that 
every American has equal access to the 
ballot. It is the right thing to do. As 
Dr. King said many years ago, ‘‘There 
comes a time when one must take a po-
sition that is neither safe nor politic, 
nor popular, but he must take it be-
cause conscience tells him it is right.’’ 
To push forward, under the words of 
Dr. King, is so important. 

Let’s do everything we can to have 
people vote. Let’s stand together on in-
creasing, not diminishing, one’s ability 
to vote. Why? Because it is the right 
thing to do. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk proceeded to call the 

roll. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized. 

f 

TRADE PROMOTION AUTHORITY 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, the 
road to yesterday’s win for the middle 
class on TPA was never going to be an 
easy one. It was hardly a quick one. 

We always knew that was going to be 
the case, but I thought we owed it to 
the working men and women of our 
country to push ahead anyway. So we 
did. Through every bump and twist 
along the way, Republicans and Demo-
crats held together. 

In achieving something that can open 
more opportunities for working fami-
lies, we proved the growing power of 
good ideas in the new Republican Con-
gress. In passing legislation that can 
facilitate the lowering of barriers and 
the lifting up of our workers in the 21st 
century, we proved that this is a new 
Congress that is back to work on be-
half of the American people. 

Passing trade wasn’t the first bipar-
tisan achievement of this new Con-
gress, and it won’t be the last, but it is 
significant. It opens the door for more 
wins for the middle class as trade nego-
tiators move forward under this Presi-
dent and, importantly, under the next 
President as well. 

I thank everyone who worked with us 
to get here on both sides of the aisle. It 
is thanks to continued cooperation and 
no end of determination that we were 
able to achieve another important ac-
complishment for our country. 

f 

WARRIOR GAMES 2015 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, on 
an entirely different matter, yesterday 
I had the pleasure of meeting with 
some of our Nation’s heroes. These men 
and women are taking part in Warrior 
Games 2015, an annual DOD-organized 
sporting event for both veterans and 
wounded, ill, and injured servicemem-
bers from every corner of the country. 
This year’s games featured approxi-
mately 250 athletes from the Army, 
Navy, Coast Guard, Air Force, and Ma-
rine Corps. All of these wounded war-
riors gave it their all in heated com-
petition. Their bravery and their perse-
verance through adversity serve as a 
source of inspiration to the rest of us. 
Their determination serves as a con-
tinuing reminder that heroism endures 
long after events on the battlefield. 

It was a great honor to meet some of 
these courageous athletes and their 
families yesterday afternoon. They 
were here in the Capitol. I shared the 
thanks of a grateful nation with many 
men and women who wear our Nation’s 
uniform or who recently have. I shared 
my personal gratitude as well, because 
their heroism and their sacrifice rep-
resent an enduring source of freedom 
for every other American. 

I hope they never forget it. I hope 
they are reminded when looking out to 
cheering crowds on the field, because 
America won’t forget what the men 
and women who stood in our defense 
have given all of us for our freedom. 

So let us hope that our Nation will 
always find brave warriors like them. 

f 

POST-TRAUMATIC STRESS 
DISORDER AWARENESS DAY 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, on 
one final matter, Saturday, June 27, is 
Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder Aware-
ness Day. 

Sadly, post-traumatic stress disorder 
is an affliction that touches too many 
of our veterans. Raising awareness of 
PTSD and combatting the myths and 
misinformation that surround it are in-
credibly important. There are effective 
treatments for PTSD, and all of us can 
do a few simple things in honor of 
PTSD Awareness Day. 

First, we can learn more about PTSD 
by getting the facts on the condition 
and its treatment. We can also reach 
out to somebody who might have PTSD 
or be at risk, particularly among the 
veterans community. And, finally, we 
can pass along what we learned to oth-
ers to continue to raise awareness. 

So I hope Americans will take action 
on this PTSD Awareness Day to shed 
some light on an often misunderstood 
condition and hopefully to reach out to 
someone in need. 

Mr. President, I suggest the absence 
of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The bill clerk proceeded to call the 
roll. 

Mr. MCCAIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
TILLIS). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

The Senator from Arizona. 
f 

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2016 
Mr. MCCAIN. Mr. President, before I 

make a unanimous consent request, I 
wish to say, for the information of my 
colleagues, that, as happens on occa-
sion, the legislation of the National 
Defense Authorization Act was in vio-
lation of the Ways and Means jurisdic-
tion in the House, which then led to an 
automatic blue slip, which means that 
basically, for all intents and purposes, 
the entire bill comes to a standstill. 

In order to repair that, it requires 
unanimous consent in the Senate in 
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order to strike the provision and send 
it back to the House, without the pro-
vision which they found objection-
able—their Parliamentarian did—and 
which required the so-called blue slip. 

So I appreciate very much the agree-
ment of the Democratic leader, who 
agreed to this unanimous consent re-
quest, so that we can move forward 
with a conference on the bill and hope-
fully, if now things go right, we could 
get it to the President’s desk in July. 

I thank the Democratic leader, who 
has agreed to this unanimous consent 
request, in order that we might move 
forward. So I express my appreciation 
to him for allowing this. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that when the Senate receives the 
papers on H.R. 1735, the Secretary of 
the Senate re-engross the Senate 
amendment to the bill, H.R. 1735, with 
the following: Strike section 636. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
(The bill, H.R. 1735, which was pre-

viously ordered to be printed as passed 
by the Senate, and was printed in the 
RECORD of Monday, June 22, 2015, was 
modified by unanimous consent to 
strike section 636.) 

Mr. MCCAIN. Mr. President, I suggest 
the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The bill clerk proceeded to call the 
roll. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

AFFORDABLE CARE ACT 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, today in 

this great country of ours the Afford-
able Care Act—ObamaCare—has sur-
vived the latest partisan attempt to 
deny health coverage to working fami-
lies. Millions of working families won 
today. America won today. The Su-
preme Court ruled against Republicans 
who were seeking to strip 6.5 million 
Americans of the subsidies that enable 
them to buy health insurance coverage. 
America won, I repeat, very pure, very 
simple. 

More than 10 million Americans are 
covered in the exchanges operating 
across the country, many of them in-
sured for the first time, and 85 percent 
of these men and women receive tax 
credits that help them afford that cov-
erage. 

On top of that, 12 million more Amer-
icans now have coverage through the 
Medicaid and Children’s Health Insur-
ance Programs. The Commonwealth 
Fund recently found that more than 8 
in 10 adults—four-fifths—of people who 
have these programs are satisfied with 
them. The Affordable Care Act is not 
perfect. No law ever is. But this law is 
working for millions—approaching 20 
million—Americans. 

Once again, the Affordable Care Act 
prevailed. So I say to my Senate col-

leagues, respectfully—and I mean 
that—stop banging your heads against 
the wall. This legislation passed. It is 
the law of this Nation. Stop. Move on. 
Republicans should pause for a minute 
and look back. 

I don’t know the number anymore. I 
don’t know, I lost count—is it 75? It is 
certainly approaching 100—of the ac-
tual votes which have taken place to 
repeal the law. Never even came close 
to passing, but they have done it time 
and time again. Stop it. Think of the 
time wasted doing it. As Einstein said, 
the pure definition of insanity is some-
one who keeps doing the same thing 
over and over again and gets the same 
results. 

I would hope the Republicans would 
rethink what they have been up to— 
their reckless, cynical attempts to in-
crease taxes on millions of middle-in-
come families. That is what it amounts 
to. 

I was interested in looking at the 
paper today regarding what Repub-
licans have suggested doing if the Su-
preme Court ruled against this law. 
Every one of them, without exception, 
would be a tremendous blow to the 
budgeting process of America. This bill 
makes America money. It has cut the 
deficit significantly. That is why I say 
it makes the country money. It allows 
for a more healthy nation. 

Republicans weren’t content to jeop-
ardize the health of Americans in need 
of coverage assistance in order to exact 
political revenge against President 
Obama. They were happy trying to do 
that. I also think it is important to 
note that Republicans who worked on 
this legislation in the process going 
through the committees here admitted 
that the legislation drafters never dis-
cussed withholding subsidies in the 
manner suggested by the plaintiffs. Re-
publicans who worked on the legisla-
tion said that. 

So I think the public has basically 
had it with Republicans trying to take 
away a law that protects them from in-
surance company discrimination when 
they get sick or hurt. Enough is 
enough. 

I had a ‘‘Welcome to Washington.’’ I 
have them every Thursday. I had a 
group of people here from Nevada who 
have family members who suffer from 
cystic fibrosis. They were able to tell 
me that for the first time in the lives 
of their children they could not be de-
nied insurance. They are adults now. 
They can’t be denied insurance cov-
erage because of this law. If this had 
been repealed, people with cystic fibro-
sis and many other diseases would not 
be able to get health insurance. So let’s 
move on. Stop this. Stop wasting the 
time of the American people by trying 
to repeal the law. 

I appreciate the work done by the Su-
preme Court, a 6-to-3 decision. It was a 
good decision, a strong decision that 
upheld the law. Enough is enough. 
Let’s move on. 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will be 
in a period of morning business, with 
Senators permitted to speak therein 
for up to 10 minutes each, with the 
first hour equally divided, with the 
Democrats controlling the first half 
and the majority controlling the final 
half. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I suggest 
the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The bill clerk proceeded to call the 
roll. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

OBAMACARE 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, 
that we are even discussing another of 
ObamaCare’s self-inflicted brushes 
with the brink—yet again—is the lat-
est indictment of a law that has been a 
rolling disaster for the American peo-
ple, a rolling disaster for the American 
people. 

Today’s ruling will not change 
ObamaCare’s multitude of broken 
promises, including the one that re-
sulted in millions—literally millions— 
of Americans losing the coverage they 
had and wanted to keep. Today’s ruling 
will not change ObamaCare’s spectac-
ular flops—spectacular flops—from 
humiliating Web site debacles to the 
total collapse of exchanges in States 
run by the law’s loudest cheerleaders. 
Today’s ruling will not change the sky-
rocketing costs in premiums, 
deductibles, and copays that have hit 
the middle class so hard over the last 
few years. 

The politicians who forced 
ObamaCare on the American people 
now have a choice: They can crow 
about ObamaCare’s latest wobble to-
ward the edge or work with us to ad-
dress the ongoing negative impact of a 
2,000-page law that continues to make 
life literally miserable—miserable—for 
so many of the same people it pur-
ported to help. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from South Carolina. 

Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President, I have 
two very brief comments. One involves 
our national security and the world at 
large and the other involves our Nation 
as a whole. 

First, as to the Supreme Court rul-
ing. I am surprised. I am disappointed. 
But the ruling is now in. Senator 
MCCONNELL said it well: This doesn’t 
mean ObamaCare is fixed; it means it 
is going to continue until somebody 
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