1386

By Mr. AKAKA (for himself, Mr.
REID, Mr. LEVIN, Mr. SCHUMER,
Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. GREGG, Mr.
TORRICELLI, Mrs. BOXER, and
Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire):

S. 267. A bill to amend the Packers
and Stockyards Act of 1921, to make it
unlawful for any stockyard owner,
market agency, or dealer to transfer or
market nonambulatory livestock, and
for other purposes; to the Committee
on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry.

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, today 1
am reintroducing the Downed Animal
Protection Act, a bill to eliminate in-
humane and improper treatment of
downed animals at stockyards. Sen-
ators CARL LEVIN, CHARLES SCHUMER,
ROBERT TORRICELLI, JUDD GREGG, BOB
GRAHAM, BOB SMITH, HARRY REID and
BARBARA BOXER have joined me in
sponsoring this bill. The legislation
will prohibit the sale or transfer of
downed animals unless they have been
humanely euthanized.

Downed animals are severely dis-
tressed recumbent animals that are too
sick to rise or move on their own. Once
an animal becomes immobile, it must
remain where it has fallen, often with-
out receiving the most basic assist-
ance. Many of these downed animals
that survive the stockyard are slaugh-
tered for human consumption.

These animals are extremely dif-
ficult, if not impossible, to handle hu-
manely. They have very demanding
needs, and must be fed and watered in-
dividually. The suffering of downed
animals is so severe that the only hu-
mane solution to their plight is imme-
diate euthanasia. It is important to
note that downed animals compromise
a tiny fraction, less than one-tenth of
one percent, of animals at stockyards.
Banning their sale or transfer would
cause no economic hardship.

While I commend the major livestock
organizations such as the United
Stockyards Corp., the Minnesota Live-
stock Marketing Association, the Na-
tional Pork Producers Council, the Col-
orado Cattlemen’s Association, and the
Independent Cattlemen’s Association
of Texas, along with responsible and
conscientious livestock producers
throughout the country, for their ef-
forts to address the issue of downed
animals, this lamentable problem still
exists. Not only is this suffering inhu-
mane and unnecessary, it is eroding
public confidence in the industry.

The Downed Animal Protection Act
will prompt stockyards to refuse crip-
pled and distressed animals, and will
make the prevention of downed ani-
mals a priority for the livestock indus-
try. The bill will complement and rein-
force the industry’s effort to address
this problem by encouraging better
care of animals at farms and ranches.

The bill will remove the incentive for
sending downed animals to stockyards
in the hope of receiving some salvage
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value for the animals and would en-
courage greater care during loading
and transport. By eliminating this in-
centive, animals with impaired mobil-
ity will receive better treatment in
order to prevent them from becoming
incapacitated. In addition, the bill will
also discourage improper breeding
practices that account for most downed
animals.

My legislation would set a uniform
national standard, thereby removing
any unfair advantages that might re-
sult from differing standards through-
out the industry. Furthermore, no ad-
ditional bureaucracy will be needed as
a consequence of my bill because in-
spectors of the Packers and Stockyard
Administration regularly visit stock-
vards to enforce existing regulations.
Thus, the additional burden on the
agency and stockyard operators will be
insignificant.

As I stated before, this bill will stop
the inhumane and improper treatment
of downed animals at stockyards and I
encourage my colleagues to support
this important legislation. I ask unani-
mous consent that the text of the bill
be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the bill was
ordered to be printed in the RECORD, as
follows:

S. 267

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Downed Ani-
mal Protection Act’.

SEC. 2. UNLAWFUL STOCKYARD PRACTICES IN-
VOLVING NONAMBULATORY LIVE-
STOCK.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Title III of the Packers
and Stockyards Act, 1921, is amended by in-
serting after section 317 (7 U.S.C. 217a) the
following:

“SEC. 318. UNLAWFUL STOCKYARD PRACTICES
INVOLVING NONAMBULATORY LIVE-
STOCK.

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) HUMANELY EUTHANIZED.—The term ‘hu-
manely euthanized’ means to kill an animal
by mechanical, chemical, or other means
that immediately render the animal uncon-
scious, with this state remaining until the
animal’s death.

““(2) NONAMBULATORY LIVESTOCK.—The term
‘nonambulatory livestock’ means any live-
stock that is unable to stand and walk unas-
sisted.

“(b) UNLAWFUL PRACTICES.—It shall be un-
lawful for any stockyard owner, market
agency, or dealer to buy, sell, give, receive,
transfer, market, hold, or drag any non-
ambulatory livestock unless the non-
ambulatory livestock has been humanely
euthanized.”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The amendment made by
subsection (a) takes effect 1 year after the
date of the enactment of this Act.

(2) REGULATIONS.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Agriculture shall issue regula-
tions to carry out the amendment.
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ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 29
At the request of Mr. BOND, the
names of the Senator from Virginia
(Mr. WARNER) and the Senator from
New York (Mr. SCHUMER) were added as
cosponsors of S. 29, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to allow
a deduction for 100 percent of the
health insurance costs of self-employed
individuals.
S. 38
At the request of Mr. INOUYE, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
SNOWE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
38, a bill to amend title 10, United
States Code, to permit former members
of the Armed Forces who have a serv-
ice-connected disability rated as total
to travel on military aircraft in the
same manner and to the same extent as
retired members of the Armed Forces
are entitled to travel on such aircraft.
S. 41
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
names of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. COCHRAN), the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. LIEBERMAN), the Senator
from Indiana (Mr. BAYH), the Senator
from Michigan (Ms. STABENOW), the
Senator from Connecticut (Mr. DoDD),
the Senator from Virginia (Mr. WAR-
NER), the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
WYDEN), and the Senator from New
York (Mr. SCHUMER) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 41, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to per-
manently extend the research credit
and to increase the rates of the alter-
native incremental credit.
S. 60
At the request of Mr. BYRD, the
names of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
VOINOVICH), the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
DEWINE), the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. ENZI), and the Senator from Mon-
tana (Mr. BURNS) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 60, a bill to authorize the De-
partment of Emnergy programs to de-
velop and implement an accelerated re-
search and development program for
advanced clean coal technologies for
use in coal-based electricity generating
facilities and to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide finan-
cial incentives to encourage the retro-
fitting, repowering, or replacement of
coal-based electricity generating facili-
ties to protect the environment and
improve efficiency and encourage the
early commercial application of ad-
vanced clean coal technologies, so as to
allow coal to help meet the growing
need of the United States for the gen-
eration of reliable and affordable elec-
tricity.
S. 88
At the request of Mr. ROCKEFELLER,
the name of the Senator from Kansas
(Mr. BROWNBACK) was withdrawn as a
cosponsor of S. 88, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to pro-
vide an incentive to ensure that all
Americans gain timely and equitable
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access to the Internet over current and
future generations of broadband capa-
bility.
S. 110
At the request of Mr. FEINGOLD, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
CLELAND) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 110, a bill to repeal the provision of
law that provides automatic pay ad-
justments for Members of Congress.
S. 122
At the request of Mr. CAMPBELL, the
name of the Senator from Oklahoma
(Mr. INHOFE) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 122, a bill to prohibit a State from
determining that a ballot submitted by
an absent uniformed services voter was
improperly or fraudulently cast unless
that State finds clear and convincing
evidence of fraud, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 123
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr.
INOUYE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
123, a bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 19656 to extend loan for-
giveness for certain loans to Head
Start teachers.
S. 126
At the request of Mr. CLELAND, the
name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. BYRD) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 126, a bill to authorize the
President to present a gold medal on
behalf of Congress to former President
Jimmy Carter and his wife Rosalynn
Carter in recognition of their service to
the Nation.
S. 131
At the request of Mr. JOHNSON, the
names of the Senator from Nevada (Mr.
REID), the Senator from Louisiana (Ms.
LANDRIEU), the Senator from Mis-
sissippi (Mr. LOTT), and the Senator
from Maine (Ms. SNOWE) were added as
cosponsors of S. 131, a bill to amend
title 38, United States Code, to modify
the annual determination of the rate of
the basic benefit of active duty edu-
cational assistance under the Mont-
gomery GI Bill, and for other purposes.
S. 135
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
name of the Senator from New Mexico
(Mr. BINGAMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 135, a bill to amend title XVIII
of the Social Security Act to improve
payments for direct graduate medical
education under the medicare program.
S. 143
At the request of Mr. GRAMM, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
MILLER) was added as a cosponsor of S.
143, a bill to amend the Securities Act
of 1933 and the Securities Exchange Act
of 1934, to reduce securities fees in ex-
cess of those required to fund the oper-
ations of the Securities and Exchange
Commission, to adjust compensation
provisions for employees of the Com-
mission, and for other purposes.
S. 178
At the request of Mr. WELLSTONE, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
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DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
178, a bill to permanently reenact chap-
ter 12 of title 11, United States Code,
relating to family farmers.
S. 207
At the request of Mr. SMITH of New
Hampshire, the names of the Senator
from Montana (Mr. BURNS), the Sen-
ator from Nevada (Mr. REID), and the
Senator from Connecticut (Mr. DODD)
were added as cosponsors of S. 207, a
bill to amend the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 to provide incentives to in-
troduce new technologies to reduce en-
ergy consumption in buildings.
S. 217
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
CLELAND) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 217, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide a uni-
form dollar limitation for all types of
transportation fringe benefits exclud-
able from gross income, and for other
purposes.
S. 228
At the request of Mr. AKAKA, the
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr.
INOUYE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
228, a bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to make permanent the
Native American veterans housing loan
program, and for other purposes.
S. 231
At the request of Mr. CAMPBELL, the
name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr.
CRAIG) was added as a cosponsor of S.
231, a bill to amend the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 to
ensure that seniors are given an oppor-
tunity to serve as mentors, tutors, and
volunteers for certain programs.
S. 232
At the request of Mr. CLELAND, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 232, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to ex-
clude United States savings bond in-
come from gross income if it is used to
pay long-term care expenses.
S. 235
At the request of Mr. McCAIN, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Ms. LANDRIEU) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 235, a bill to provide for en-
hanced safety, public awareness, and
environmental protection in pipeline
transportation, and for other purposes.
S. 244
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
names of the Senator from Arizona
(Mr. KYL), the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KENNEDY), the Senator from
New Jersey (Mr. TORRICELLI), and the
Senator from Connecticut (Mr.
LIEBERMAN) were added as cosponsors
of S. 244, a bill to provide for United
States policy toward Libya.
S. CON. RES. 6
At the request of Mr. JOHNSON, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
Con. Res. 6, a concurrent resolution ex-
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pressing the sympathy for the victims
of the devastating earthquake that
struck India on January 26, 2001, and
support for ongoing aid efforts.

At the request of Mr. TORRICELLI, the
names of the Senator from Minnesota
(Mr. WELLSTONE) and the Senator from
Georgia (Mr. CLELAND) were added as
cosponsors of S. Con. Res. 6, supra.

S. CON. RES. 7

At the request of Mr. KERRY, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
MILLER) was added as a cosponsor of S.
Con. Res. 7, a concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress that the
United States should establish an
international education policy to en-
hance national security and signifi-
cantly further United States foreign
policy and global competitiveness.

SENATE RESOLUTION 17—CON-
GRATULATING PRESIDENT
CHANDRIKA BANDARANAIKE
KUMARATUNGA AND THE PEO-
PLE OF THE DEMOCRATIC SO-
CIALIST REPUBLIC OF SRI
LANKA ON THE CELEBRATION
OF 53 YEARS OF INDEPENDENCE

Mr. BROWNBACK (for himself and
Mr. TORRICELLI) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions:

S. RES. 7

Whereas February 4, 2001, is the occasion of
the 53rd anniversary of the independence of
the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri
Lanka from Britain;

Whereas the present constitution of the
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka
has been in existence since August 16, 1978,
and guarantees universal suffrage; and

Whereas the people of the Democratic So-
cialist Republic of Sri Lanka and the United
States share many values, including a com-
mon belief in democratic principles, a com-
mitment to international cooperation, and
promotion of enhanced trade and cultural
ties: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) congratulates President Chandrika
Bandaranaike Kumaratunga and the people
of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri
Lanka on the celebration of 53 years of inde-
pendence;

(2) expresses best wishes to the Govern-
ment and the people of the Democratic So-
cialist Republic of Sri Lanka as they cele-
brate their national day of independence on
February 4, 2001; and

(3) looks forward to continued cooperation
and friendship with the Government and peo-
ple of the Democratic Socialist Republic of
Sri Lanka in the years ahead.

SEC. 2. The Secretary of the Senate shall
transmit a copy of this resolution to the
President with the request that the Presi-
dent further transmit such copy to the Gov-
ernment of the Democratic Socialist Repub-
lic of Sri Lanka.
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