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Currency Conversion
We made currency conversions into

U.S. dollars based on the exchange rates
in effect on the dates of the U.S. sales
as certified by the Federal Reserve Bank.

Section 773A(a) directs the
Department to use a daily exchange rate
in order to convert foreign currencies
into U.S. dollars unless the daily rate
involves a fluctuation. It is the
Department’s practice to find that a
fluctuation exists when the daily
exchange rate differs from the
benchmark rate by 2.25 percent. The
benchmark is defined as the moving
average of rates for the past 40 business
days. When we determine a fluctuation
to have existed, we substitute the
benchmark rate for the daily rate, in
accordance with established practice.
Further, section 773A(b) directs the
Department to allow a 60-day
adjustment period when a currency has
undergone a sustained movement. A
sustained movement has occurred when

the weekly average of actual daily rates
exceeds the weekly average of
benchmark rates by more than five
percent for eight consecutive weeks.
(For an explanation of this method, see
Policy Bulletin 96–1: Currency
Conversions, 61 FR 9434 (March 8,
1996).) Such an adjustment period is
required only when a foreign currency
is appreciating against the U.S. dollar.
The use of an adjustment period was not
warranted in this case because the New
Taiwan dollar and, for Vanguard, the
Japanese Yen, did not undergo a
sustained movement during the POI.

Verification

As provided in section 782(i) of the
Act, we will verify all information
determined to be acceptable for use in
making our final determination.

Suspension of Liquidation

In accordance with section 733(d) of
the Act, we are directing the Customs

Service to suspend liquidation of all
imports of subject merchandise that are
entered, or withdrawn from warehouse,
for consumption on or after the date of
publication of this notice in the Federal
Register. We will instruct the Customs
Service to require a cash deposit or the
posting of a bond equal to the weighted-
average amount by which the NV
exceeds the U.S. price, as indicated in
the chart below. For memory modules
containing both subject and non-subject
merchandise, we will instruct Customs
to require a cash deposit or the posting
of a bond equal to the weighted-average
dollar amount per megabit by which the
NV exceeds the U.S. price, as indicated
in the chart below (see ‘‘Per Megabit
Cash Deposit Rates for Certain Memory
Modules’’ section of this notice). These
suspension-of-liquidation instructions
will remain in effect until further notice.
The weighted-average dumping margins
are as follows:

Exporter/manufacturer
Weighted-

average margin
percentage

Weighted-
average per
megabit rate

Etron Technology, Inc ...................................................................................................................................... 4.96 $0.03
Mosel-Vitelic, Inc .............................................................................................................................................. 30.89 0.11
Nan Ya Technology Corporation ..................................................................................................................... 9.03 0.01
Vanguard International Semiconductor Corp .................................................................................................. 10.36 0.24
All Others ......................................................................................................................................................... 16.65 0.06

ITC Notification
In accordance with section 733(f) of

the Act, we have notified the ITC of our
determination. If our final
determination is affirmative, the ITC
will determine before the later of 120
days after the date of this preliminary
determination or 45 days after our final
determination whether these imports
are materially injuring, or threaten
material injury to, the U.S. industry.

Public Comment
Case briefs or other written comments

in at least ten copies must be submitted
to the Assistant Secretary for Import
Administration no later than July 19,
1999, and rebuttal briefs no later than
July 26, 1999. A list of authorities used
and an executive summary of issues
must accompany any briefs submitted to
the Department. Such summary should
be limited to five pages total, including
footnotes. In accordance with section
774 of the Act, we will hold a public
hearing, if requested, to afford interested
parties an opportunity to comment on
arguments raised in case or rebuttal
briefs. Tentatively, the hearing will be
held on July 27, 1999, with the time and
room to be determined, at the U.S.
Department of Commerce, 14th Street

and Constitution Avenue, N.W.,
Washington, D.C. 20230. Parties should
confirm by telephone the time and place
of the hearing 48 hours before the
scheduled date.

Interested parties who wish to request
a hearing, or to participate if one is
requested, must submit a written
request to the Assistant Secretary for
Import Administration, U.S. Department
of Commerce, Room 1870, within thirty
days of the publication of this notice.
Requests should contain: (1) the party’s
name, address and telephone number;
(2) the number of participants; and (3)
a list of the issues to be discussed. Oral
presentations will be limited to issues
raised in the briefs. If this investigation
proceeds normally, we will make our
final determination no later than 135
days after the publication of this notice
in the Federal Register.

This determination is issued and
published in accordance with sections
773(d) and 777(i) of the Act.

Dated: May 21, 1999.
Richard W. Moreland,
Acting Assistant Secretary for Import
Administration.
[FR Doc. 99–13684 Filed 5–27–99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–DS–P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
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[I.D. 052199D]

Submission for OMB Review;
Comment Request

The Department of Commerce (DOC)
has submitted to the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) for
clearance the following proposal for
collection of information under the
provisions of the Paperwork Reduction
Act (44 U.S.C. Chapter 35).

Agency: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).

Title: NOAA Coastal Ocean Program
Grants Proposal Application Package.

Agency Form Number: None.
OMB Approval Number: None.
Type of Request: New Collection.
Burden: 1,100 hours.
Number of Respondents: 300.
Avg. House Per Response: Varies

between 10 minutes and 10 hours
depending on the requirement.

Needs and Uses: The NOAA Coastal
Ocean Program is a unique federal-
academic partnership designed to
provide predictive capability for
managing coastal ecosystems. Grant
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applicants and grant recipients must
provide certain documents. The
information is used to evaluate
proposals, and once funded, to monitor
grantee performance.

Affected Public: Not-for-profit
institutions, individuals, state, local or
tribal government.

Frequency: On occasion, other.
Respondent’s Obligation: Required to

obtain benefits.
OMB Desk Officer: David Rostker,

(202) 395–3897.
Copies of the information collection

proposal can be obtained by calling or
writing Linda Engelmeier, DOC Forms
Clearance Officer, (202) 482–3272,
Department of Commerce, Room 5033,
14th and Constitution Avenue, NW.,
Washington, DC 20230 (or via Internet
at Lengelme@doc.gov).

Written comments and
recommendations for the proposed
information collection should be sent to
David Rostker, OMB Desk Officer, Room
10202, New Executive Office Building,
725 17th Street, NW, Washington, DC
20503 within 30 days of publication.

Dated: May 20, 1999.
Linda Engelmeier,
Departmental Forms Clearance Officer, Office
of the Chief Information Officer.
[FR Doc. 99–13566 Filed 5–27–99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–22–F

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[I.D. 040799A]

Small Takes of Marine Mammals
Incidental to Specified Activities;
Offshore Seismic Activities in the
Beaufort Sea

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.
ACTION: Notice of receipt of application
and proposed authorization for a small
take exemption; request for comments.

SUMMARY: NMFS has received a request
from Western Geophysical/Western
Atlas International of Houston, Texas
(Western Geophysical) for an
authorization to take small numbers of
marine mammals by harassment
incidental to conducting seismic
surveys in the Beaufort Sea in state and
Federal waters. Under the Marine
Mammal Protection Act (MMPA), NMFS
is requesting comments on its proposal
to authorize Western Geophysical to
incidentally take, by harassment, small
numbers of bowhead whales and other

marine mammals in the above
mentioned areas during the open water
period of 1999.
DATES: Comments and information must
be received no later than June 28, 1999.
ADDRESSES: Comments on the
application should be addressed to
Donna Wieting, Acting Chief, Marine
Mammal Division, Office of Protected
Resources, NMFS, 1315 East-West
Highway, Silver Spring, MD 20910–
3225. A copy of the application, a list
of references used in this document,
and/or an environmental assessment
(EA) may be obtained by writing to this
address or by telephoning one of the
contacts listed here.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Kenneth R. Hollingshead, (301) 713–
2055, Brad Smith, (907) 271–5006.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

Sections 101(a)(5)(A) and (D) of the
MMPA (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.) direct
the Secretary of Commerce to allow,
upon request, the incidental, but not
intentional taking of marine mammals
by U.S. citizens who engage in a
specified activity (other than
commercial fishing) within a specified
geographical region if certain findings
are made and either regulations are
issued or, if the taking is limited to
harassment, notice of a proposed
authorization is provided to the public
for review.

Permission may be granted if NMFS
finds that the taking will have a
negligible impact on the species or
stock(s) and will not have an
unmitigable adverse impact on the
availability of the species or stock(s) for
subsistence uses and that the
permissible methods of taking and
requirements pertaining to the
monitoring and reporting of such taking
are set forth.

On April 10, 1996 (61 FR 15884),
NMFS published an interim rule
establishing, among other things,
procedures for issuing incidental
harassment authorizations (IHAs) under
section 101(a)(5)(D) of the MMPA for
activities in Arctic waters. For
additional information on the
procedures to be followed for this
authorization, please refer to that
document.

Summary of Request

On March 24, 1999, NMFS received
an application from Western
Geophysical requesting an authorization
for the harassment of small numbers of
several species of marine mammals
incidental to conducting seismic
surveys during the open water season in

the Beaufort Sea between western
Camden Bay and Harrison Bay off
Alaska. Weather permitting, the survey
is expected to take place between
approximately July 1 and mid- to late-
October, 1999. However, only a small
portion of the area between western
Camden Bay and Harrison Bay will be
surveyed this year. A detailed
description of the work proposed for
1999 is contained in the application
(Western Geophysical, 1999) and is
available upon request (see ADDRESSES).

Description of Habitat and Marine
Mammal Affected by the Activity

A detailed description of the Beaufort
Sea ecosystem and its associated marine
mammals can be found in the EA
prepared for this authorization or in
other documents (Corps of Engineers,
1999; Minerals Management Service
(MMS), 1992, 1996). The relevant
information contained in these
documents is incorporated by citation
into this section and need not be
repeated here. A copy of the EA is
available upon request (see ADDRESSES).

Marine Mammals
The Beaufort/Chukchi Seas support a

diverse assemblage of marine mammals,
including bowhead whales (Balaena
mysticetus), gray whales (Eschrichtius
robustus), beluga (Delphinapterus
leucas), ringed seals (Phoca hispida),
spotted seals (Phoca largha) and
bearded seals (Erignathus barbatus).
Descriptions of the biology and
distribution of these species and of
others can be found in the previously
referenced EA, the 1999 application
from Western Geophysical, the annual
monitoring reports for seismic surveys
in the Beaufort Sea (LGL Ltd. and
Greeneridge Sciences Inc, 1997, 1998,
and 1999a) and several other documents
(Corps of Engineers, 1999; Lentfer, 1988;
MMS, 1992, 1996; Hill et al., 1997).
Please refer to those documents for
information on these species.

Potential Effects of Seismic Surveys on
Marine Mammals

Disturbance by seismic noise is the
principal means of taking by this
activity. Support vessels and aircraft
will provide a potential secondary
source of noise. The physical presence
of vessels and aircraft could also lead to
non-acoustic effects on marine
mammals involving visual or other cues.

Seismic surveys are used to obtain
data about formations several thousands
of feet deep. The proposed seismic
operation is an ocean bottom cable
(OBC) survey. For this activity, OBC
surveys involve dropping cables from a
ship to the ocean bottom, forming a
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