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(G) False Statements—A false
statement on an application is grounds
for denial or termination of funds and
grounds for possible punishment by a
fine or imprisonment as provided in 18
U.S.C. 1001.

(H) Intergovernmental Review—
Applications for support from the
National Sea Grant College Program are
not subject to Executive Order 12372,
‘‘Intergovernmental Review of Federal
Programs.’’

(I) Purchase of American-Made
Equipment and Products—Applicants
are hereby notified that they will be
encouraged, to the greatest extent
practicable, to purchase American-made
equipment and products with funding
provided under this program.

(J) Pursuant to Executive Orders
12876, 12900, and 13021, the
Department of Commerce, National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (DOC/NOAA) is
strongly committed to broadening the
participation of Historically Black
Colleges and Universities (HBCU),
Hispanic Serving Institutions (HSI), and
Tribal Colleges and Universities (TCU)
in its educational and research
programs. The DOC/NOAA vision,
mission, and goals are to achieve full
participation by Minority Serving
Institutions (MSI) in order to advance
the development of human potential, to
strengthen the nation’s capacity to
provide high-quality education, and to
increase opportunities for MSIs to
participate in and benefit from Federal
Financial Assistance programs. DOC/
NOAA encourages all applicants to
include meaningful participation of
MSIs. Institutions eligible to be
considered HBCU/MSIs are listed at the
following Internet website: http://
www.ed.gov/offices/OCR/99minin.html.

(K) For awards receiving funding for
the collection or production of
geospatial data (e.g., GIS data layers),
the recipient will comply to the
maximum extent practicable with E.O.
12906, Coordinating Geographic Data
Acquisition and Access, The National
Spatial Data Infrastructure, 59 FR 17671
(April 11, 1994). The award recipient
shall document all new geospatial data
collected or produced using the
standard developed by the Federal
Geographic Data Center, and make that
standardized documentation
electronically accessible. The standard
can be found at the following Internet
website:
(http://www.fgdc.gov/standards/
standards/html).

L. Indirect Costs: If indirect costs are
proposed, the following statement
applies: The total dollar amount of the
indirect costs proposed in an

application must not exceed the indirect
cost rate negotiated and approved by a
cognizant Federal agency prior to the
proposed effective date of the award.

Classification
Prior notice and an opportunity for

public comments are not required by the
Administrative Procedure Act or any
other law for this notice concerning
grants, benefits, and contracts.
Therefore, a regulatory flexibility
analysis is not required for purposes of
the Regulatory Flexibility Act.

This action has been determined to be
not significant for purposes of E.O.
12866.

This notice contains collection of
information requirements subject to the
Paperwork Reduction Act. The Sea
Grant Budget Form, 90–4, Sea Grant
Summary Form, 90–2, and Standard
Forms 424, and 424b have been
approved under control numbers 0648–
0362, 0648–0362, 0348–0043, and 0348–
0040 with average responses estimated
to take 15, 20, 45, and 15 minutes,
respectively. These estimates include
the time for reviewing instructions,
searching existing data sources,
gathering and maintaining the data
needed, and completing and reviewing
the collection of information. Send
comments on these estimates or any
other aspect of these collections to
National Sea Grant College Program,
R/SG, NOAA, 1315 East-West Highway,
Silver Spring, MD 20910 (Attention:
Francis S. Schuler). Notwithstanding
any other provision of the law, no
person is required to respond to, nor
shall any person be subject to a penalty
for failure to comply with, a collection
of information subject to the
requirements of the Paperwork
Reduction Act, unless that collection of
information displays a currently valid
OMB Control Number.

Louisa Koch,
Deputy Assistant Administrator, Office of
Oceanic and Atmospheric Research, National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.
[FR Doc. 00–7512 Filed 3–24–00; 8:45 am]
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ACTION: Notice of public meeting.

SUMMARY: The Gulf of Mexico Fishery
Management Council (Council) will
convene a public meeting of the
Socioeconomic Panel (SEP).
DATES: A meeting of the SEP will be
held beginning at 8:30 a.m. on
Thursday, April 13, and will conclude
by 4:00 p.m. on Friday, April 14, 2000.
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at
the Tampa Airport Hilton Hotel, 2225
Lois Avenue, Tampa, FL 33607;
telephone: 813–877–6688.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Antonio B. Lamberte, Economist, Gulf of
Mexico Fishery Management Council,
3018 U.S. Highway 301 North, Suite
1000, Tampa, FL 33619; telephone: 813–
228–2815.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The SEP
will convene to review available social
and economic information on the Gulf
migratory group of king and Spanish
mackerels and to determine the social
and economic implications of the levels
of acceptable biological catches
recommended by the Council’s
Mackerel Stock Assessment Panel
(MSAP). The SEP may recommend to
the Council total allowable catch (TAC)
levels for the 2000–01 fishing year and
certain management measures
associated with achieving the TACs.

Composing the SEP membership are
economists, sociologists, and
anthropologists from various
universities and state fishery agencies
throughout the Gulf. They advise the
Council on the social and economic
implications of certain fishery
management measures.

A copy of the agenda can be obtained
by calling 813–228–2815.

Although other non-emergency issues
not on the agendas may come before the
SEP for discussion, in accordance with
the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act,
those issues may not be the subject of
formal action during these meetings.
Actions of the SEP will be restricted to
those issues specifically identified in
the agendas and any issues arising after
publication of this notice that require
emergency action under Section 305(c)
of the Magnuson-Stevens Act, provided
the public has been notified of the
Council’s intent to take action to
address the emergency.

Special Accommodations

The meeting is open to the public and
is physically accessible to people with
disabilities. Requests for sign language
interpretation or other auxiliary aids
should be directed to the Council office
by April 6, 2000.
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Dated: March 20, 2000.
Bruce C. Morehead,
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 00–7502 Filed 3–24–00; 8:45 am]
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SUMMARY: The New England Fishery
Management Council (Council) is
scheduling public meetings of its
Groundfish, Research Steering and
Herring Committees in April, 2000.
Recommendations from these groups
will be brought to the full Council for
formal consideration and action, if
appropriate.

DATES: The meetings will be held
between April 11, 2000 and April 27,
2000. See SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION
for specific dates and times.
ADDRESSES: The meetings will be held
in Mansfield and Danvers, MA. See
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION for specific
locations.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Paul
J. Howard, Executive Director, New
England Fishery Management Council;
(978) 465–0492.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Meeting Dates and Agendas

Tuesday, April 11, 2000 at 9:30 a.m.—
Groundfish Committee Meeting

Location: Holiday Inn, 31 Hampshire
Street, Mansfield, MA 02048; telephone:
(508) 339–2200.

The committee will continue
development of management options for
Amendment 13 to the Northeast
Multispecies Fishery Management Plan
(FMP). Agenda items include discussion
of guidance received from the full
Council concerning overfishing
definitions and control rules. Current
overfishing definitions and control rules
for the multispecies complex will be
reviewed and the assumptions and
policy decisions in those rules
examined. The committee will
determine the biological goals of the
amendment in light of these
discussions. The committee also will

organize into subcommittees that will be
tasked to develop specific management
options for consideration by the full
committee. These tasks will be based on
broad approaches to management
selected by the committee.

Tuesday, April 12, 2000, 9 a.m.—
Research Steering Committee Meeting

Location: Sheraton Ferncroft Hotel, 50
Ferncroft Road, Danvers, MA 01923;
telephone: (978) 777–2500.

The committee will discuss and
establish a method to score concept
papers received in response to a Request
for Information (RFI) distributed by
NMFS. The RFI was developed as part
of a program to fund collaborative
research projects developed by
fishermen and scientists to investigate
scientific and management questions
related to groundfish management in the
Northeast. The committee also will
develop a procedure to evaluate scallop
research proposals to be funded through
the Total Allowable Catch set-aside
approved by the Council in Framework
13 to the Atlantic Sea Scallop FMP.
Additionally, if it is determined to be
appropriate and time allows, the
committee may begin review of the
concept papers received in response to
the RFI.

Tuesday, April 25, 2000, 9:00 a.m.
and Wednesday, April 26, 2000, 8:30
a.m.—Research Steering Committee
Meeting

Location: Sheraton Ferncroft Hotel, 50
Ferncroft Road, Danvers, MA 01923;
telephone: (978) 777–2500.

The committee will review and
evaluate concept papers submitted to
NMFS in response to a Request for
Information distributed by NMFS in
early March. The RFI was developed as
part of a program to fund collaborative
research projects developed by
fishermen and scientists to investigate
scientific and management questions
related to groundfish management in the
Northeast. Results of this meeting will
be discussed at the next full Council
scheduled for May 3–4, 2000.

Thursday, April 27, 2000, 10:00
a.m.—Joint New England Fishery
Management Council and Atlantic
States Marine Fisheries Commission
(ASMFC) Herring Section Meeting

Location: Sheraton Ferncroft Hotel, 50
Ferncroft Road, Danvers, MA 01923;
telephone: (978) 777–2500.

The two committees will review the
comments received from the public
during the scoping process for a limited
entry or controlled access system for the
Atlantic herring fishery. Based on this
review, the committees will decide how
to proceed in the development of such
a system, and will develop a schedule
for and provide initial direction to the

Plan Development Team (PDT) should
they choose to continue development of
a limited entry or controlled access
system. The committees will discuss
options for the protection of spawning
herring and will decide whether to
make any revisions to the spawning
restrictions contained in the ASMFC
management plan, and whether to
recommend spawning restrictions for
the Council’s Atlantic Herring FMP. The
committees will discuss the impact of
the total allowable catch on industry
sectors and will determine what action,
if any, should be taken to insure the
fixed gear sector has access to the
fishery. The committees may also
discuss the annual specification process
and may provide direction to the PDT
on how that process should proceed.

Although non-emergency issues not
contained in this agenda may come
before this Council for discussion, those
issues may not be the subject of formal
Council action during this meeting.
Council action will be restricted to those
issues specifically listed in this notice
and any issues arising after publication
of this notice that require emergency
action under section 305(c) of the
Magnuson-Stevens Act, provided the
public has been notified of the Council’s
intent to take final action to address the
emergency.

Special Accommodations
This meeting is physically accessible

to people with disabilities. Requests for
sign language interpretation or other
auxiliary aids should be directed to Paul
J. Howard (see FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CONTACT) at least 5 days prior to the
meeting dates.

Dated: March 21, 2000.
Bruce C. Morehead,
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 00–7500 Filed 3–24–00; 8:45 am]
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ACTION: Notice of revised timeframe.

SUMMARY: On September 30, 1999,
NMFS announced its intention to
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