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2 The Board will grant a stay if an informed
decision on environmental issues (whether raised
by a party or by the Board’s Section of
Environmental Analysis (SEA) in its independent
investigation) cannot be made before the
exemption’s effective date. See Exemption of Out-
of-Service Rail Lines, 5 I.C.C.2d 377 (1989). Any
request for a stay should be filed as soon as possible
so that the Board may take appropriate action before
the exemption’s effective date.

3 Each offer of financial assistance must be
accompanied by the filing fee, which currently is
set at $1000. See 49 CFR 1002.2(f)(25).

any U.S. District Court or has been
decided in favor of complainant within
the 2-year period; and (4) the
requirements at 49 CFR 1105.7
(environmental reports), 49 CFR 1105.8
(historic reports), 49 CFR 1105.11
(transmittal letter), 49 CFR 1105.12
(newspaper publication), and 49 CFR
1152.50(d)(1) (notice to governmental
agencies) have been met.

As a condition to this exemption, any
employee adversely affected by the
abandonment shall be protected under
Oregon Short Line R. Co.—
Abandonment—Goshen, 360 I.C.C. 91
(1979). To address whether this
condition adequately protects affected
employees, a petition for partial
revocation under 49 U.S.C. 10502(d)
must be filed. Provided no formal
expression of intent to file an offer of
financial assistance (OFA) has been
received, this exemption will be
effective on January 10, 2002, unless
stayed pending reconsideration.
Petitions to stay that do not involve
environmental issues,2 formal
expressions of intent to file an OFA
under 49 CFR 1152.27(c)(2),3 and trail
use/rail banking requests under 49 CFR
1152.29 must be filed by December 21,
2001. Petitions to reopen or requests for
public use conditions under 49 CFR
1152.28 must be filed by December 31,
2001, with: Surface Transportation
Board, Office of the Secretary, Case
Control Unit, 1925 K Street, NW.,
Washington, DC 20423.

A copy of any petition filed with the
Board should be sent to applicant’s
representative: James R. Paschall,
General Attorney, Norfolk Southern
Corporation, Three Commercial Place,
Norfolk, VA 23510.

If the verified notice contains false or
misleading information, the exemption
is void ab initio.

NSR has filed an environmental
report which addresses the
abandonment’s effects, if any, on the
environment and historic resources.
SEA will issue an environmental
assessment (EA) by December 14, 2001.
Interested persons may obtain a copy of
the EA by writing to SEA (Room 500,
Surface Transportation Board,
Washington, DC 20423) or by calling

SEA, at (202) 565–1552. Comments on
environmental and historic preservation
matters must be filed within 15 days
after the EA becomes available to the
public.

Environmental, historic preservation,
public use, or trail use/rail banking
conditions will be imposed, where
appropriate, in a subsequent decision.

Pursuant to the provisions of 49 CFR
1152.29(e)(2), NSR shall file a notice of
consummation with the Board to signify
that it has exercised the authority
granted and fully abandoned the line. If
consummation has not been effected by
NSR’s filing of a notice of
consummation by December 11, 2002,
and there are no legal or regulatory
barriers to consummation, the authority
to abandon will automatically expire.

Board decisions and notices are
available on our web site at
‘‘WWW.STB.DOT.GOV.’’

Decided: December 4, 2001.
By the Board, David M. Konschnik,

Director, Office of Proceedings.
Vernon A. Williams,
Secretary.
[FR Doc. 01–30608 Filed 12–10–01; 8:45 am]
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DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

Internal Revenue Service

Proposed Collection; Comment
Request for Form W–7.

AGENCY: Internal Revenue Service (IRS),
Treasury.
ACTION: Notice and request for
comments.

SUMMARY: The Department of the
Treasury, as part of its continuing effort
to reduce paperwork and respondent
burden, invites the general public and
other Federal agencies to take this
opportunity to comment on proposed
and/or continuing information
collections, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995,
Public Law 104–13 (44 U.S.C.
3506(c)(2)(A)). Currently, the IRS is
soliciting comments concerning Form
W–7, Application for IRS Individual
Taxpayer Identification Number.
DATES: Written comments should be
received on or before February 11, 2002
to be assured of consideration.
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Garrick R. Shear, Internal Revenue
Service, room 5244, 1111 Constitution
Avenue NW., Washington, DC 20224.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the form and instructions

should be directed to Larnice Mack,
(202) 622–3179, Internal Revenue
Service, room 5244, 1111 Constitution
Avenue NW., Washington, DC 20224.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Title: Application for IRS Individual
Taxpayer Identification Number.

OMB Number: 1545–1483.
Form Number: Form W–7.
Abstract: Form W–7 is used to apply

for an IRS individual taxpayer
identification number (ITIN). An ITIN is
a nine-digit number issued by the IRS to
individuals who are required to have a
U.S. taxpayer identification number but
who do not have, and are not eligible to
obtain, a social security number. ITINs
are intended for tax use only.

Current Actions: There are no changes
being made to the form at this time.

Type of Review: Extension of a
currently approved collection.

Affected Public: Individuals or
households.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
500,000.

Estimated Time Per Respondent: 1
Hour, 3 minutes.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 525,000.

The following paragraph applies to all
of the collections of information covered
by this notice:

An agency may not conduct or
sponsor, and a person is not required to
respond to, a collection of information
unless the collection of information
displays a valid OMB control number.
Books or records relating to a collection
of information must be retained as long
as their contents may become material
in the administration of any internal
revenue law. Generally, tax returns and
tax return information are confidential,
as required by 26 U.S.C. 6103.

Request for Comments

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the request for OMB
approval. All comments will become a
matter of public record. Comments are
invited on: (a) Whether the collection of
information is necessary for the proper
performance of the functions of the
agency, including whether the
information shall have practical utility;
(b) the accuracy of the agency’s estimate
of the burden of the collection of
information; (c) ways to enhance the
quality, utility, and clarity of the
information to be collected; (d) ways to
minimize the burden of the collection of
information on respondents, including
through the use of automated collection
techniques or other forms of information
technology; and (e) estimates of capital
or start-up costs and costs of operation,
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maintenance, and purchase of services
to provide information.

Approved: November 28, 2001.
George Freeland,
IRS Reports Clearance Officer.
[FR Doc. 01–30622 Filed 12–10–01; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4830–01–P

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS
AFFAIRS

Privacy Act of 1974; System of
Records

AGENCY: Department of Veterans Affairs
(VA).
ACTION: Notice of establishment of new
system of records.

SUMMARY: The Privacy Act of 1974 (5
U.S.C. 552(e)(4)) requires that all
agencies publish in the Federal Register
a notice of the existence and character
of their systems of records. Notice is
hereby given that the Department of
Veterans Affairs (VA) is establishing a
new system of records entitled ‘‘Gulf
War Registry—VA’’ (93VA131).
DATES: Comments on the establishment
of this system of records must be
received no later than January 10, 2002.
If no public comment is received, the
new system will become effective
January 10, 2002.
ADDRESSES: Written comments
concerning the proposed new system of
records may be submitted to the Office
of Regulations Management (02D),
Department of Veterans Affairs, 810
Vermont Avenue, NW., Washington, DC
20420. Comments will be available for
public inspection at the above address
in the Office of Regulations
Management, Room 1158, between the
hours of 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday
through Friday (except holidays).
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Veterans Health Administration (VHA)
Privacy Act Officer (193B3), Department
of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont
Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20420,
(727) 320–1839.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Description of the Proposed Systems
of Records

The Gulf War Registry (GWR), located
at the Austin Automation Center (AAC),
Austin, Texas, is an automated
integrated system. The registry contains
demographic and medical data of
registry examinations from August 2,
1990, until such time as Congress by
law ends the Gulf War, for veterans
serving in the Southwest Asia theatre of
operations during the Gulf War who
may have been exposed to a toxic

substance or environmental hazard.
There is also registry data on veteran’s
spouse or children suffering from an
illness or disorder (including birth
defects, miscarriages, or stillbirth)
which cannot be disassociated from the
veteran’s service in the Southwest Asia
theatre of operations.

These data are entered manually on
code sheets by VA facility staff or, in the
case of veterans’ spouses and children,
by non-VA physicians. Hard copies of
these code sheets then are sent to the
AAC for entry into the GWR data set.
The principal identifiers in these GWR
records are the Social Security Number
and veteran’s name. The GWR system of
records located at VA Central Office,
Washington, DC, is an optical disk
system containing images of paper
records, i.e., GW code sheets. Once
these paper records are scanned on
optical disks, they are disposed of in
accordance with RCS 10–1.

The purpose of this GWR system of
records is to provide information about
veterans who have had a GWR
examination at a VA facility, and their
spouses and/or children who have had
examinations by non-VA physicians.
The records are used to assist in
generating hypotheses for research
studies; to enable management to track
patient demographics; to report birth
defects among veterans’ children; to
assist in planning the delivery of health
care services, including the associated
costs; and, to possibly be used in the
adjudication of claims perhaps related
to exposure to a toxic substance or
environmental hazard.

II. Proposed Routine Use Disclosures of
Data in the System

We are proposing to establish the
following routine use disclosures of
information to be maintained in the
system:

1. The record of an individual who is
covered by this system may be disclosed
to a member of Congress or staff person
acting for the member when the member
or staff person requests the record on
behalf of, and at the written request of,
that individual.

Individuals sometimes request the
help of a member of Congress in
resolving some issues relating to a
matter before VA. The member of
Congress then writes VA, and VA must
be able to give sufficient information to
be responsive to the inquiry.

2. The disclosure of records covered
by this system, as deemed necessary and
proper, may be made to named
individuals serving as accredited service
organization representatives, and other
individuals named, as approved agents
or attorneys, for a documented purpose

and period of time, to aid beneficiaries
in the preparation and presentation of
their cases, during verification and/or
due process procedures and in the
presentation and prosecution of claims
under laws administered by VA.

3. A record containing the name(s)
and address(es) of present or former
members of the armed services and/or
their dependents may be released from
this system of records under certain
circumstances:

a. To any nonprofit organization if the
release is directly connected with the
conduct of programs and the utilization
of benefits under Title 38, and

b. To any criminal or civil law
enforcement governmental agency or
instrumentality charged under
applicable law with the protection of
the public health or safety if a qualified
representative of such organization,
agency or instrumentality has made a
written request that such name(s) or
address(es) be provided for a purpose
authorized by law; provided, further,
that the record(s) will not be used for
any purpose other than that stated in the
request and that the organization,
agency or instrumentality is aware of
the penalty provision of 38 U.S.C.
3301(f).

VA must be able to comply with the
requirements of agencies charged with
enforcing the law who are conducting
investigations. VA must also be able to
provide information to State or local
agencies charged with protecting the
public health as set forth in State law.

4. Disclosure may be made to the
National Archives and Record
Administration (NARA) in records
management inspections conducted
under authority of Title 44 United States
Code.

NARA is responsible for archiving old
records no longer actively used, but
which may be appropriate for
preservation; they are responsible, in
general, for the physical maintenance of
the Federal government’s records. VA
must be able to turn records over to
these agencies in order to determine the
proper disposition of such records.

5. Disclosure of information,
excluding name and address (unless
name and address is furnished by the
requestor), may be made for research
purposes determined to be necessary
and proper, to epidemiological and
other research facilities approved by the
Under Secretary for Health.

VA participates in various research
programs and activities. VA must be
able to disclose information for research
purposes approved by the Under
Secretary for Health.

6. In order to conduct Federal
research necessary to accomplish a
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