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NOAA/NMFS, Office of Protected 
Resources, 13th Floor, 1315 East-West 
Hwy, Silver Spring, MD 20910. Mark 
the outside of the envelope with 
‘‘Request for Bowhead EA.’’
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Chris Yates or Winnie Chan, 301–713–
2322.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Electronic Access
Copies of the EA may be obtained 

over the Internet at the Office of 
Protected Resources Marine Mammal 
website under ‘‘Quick Information 
Links’’ at http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/
protlres/overview/mm.html. The link 
is titled ‘‘Bowhead Whale 
Environmental Assessment’’.

Background
At the 5th Special Meeting of the IWC 

held in October, 2002 the Commission 
approved a 5–year aboriginal 
subsistence quota for the take of 
Western arctic bowhead whales. The 
quota allows for a combined total of up 
to 280 whales to be landed in the years 
2003 through 2007 by Alaskan Eskimos 
and Russian natives. For each of these 
years, the number of bowhead whales 
struck shall not exceed 67, except that 
any unused portion of a strike quota 
from any year shall be carried forward 
and added to the strike quota of any 
subsequent year, provided that no more 
than 15 strikes shall be added to the 
strike quota for any one year.

The basis for the quota was a joint 
request by the Russian Federation and 
the United States for 280 whales (255 
for Alaska Eskimos and 25 for Russian 
natives) over a 5–year period. The 
annual strike limits and quotas for 
whales are determined at the beginning 
of each year after consultation with the 
Russian government.

At the 54th annual meeting of the 
IWC, held in May, 2002 the Scientific 
Committee reiterated its previous advice 
for the Bering-Chukchi-Beaufort Seas 
stock of bowhead whales. That is, it is 
very likely that a catch limit of 102 
whales or less would be consistent with 
the requirements under IWC regulation.

The International Convention for the 
Regulation of Whaling, under which the 
IWC operates, is implemented 
domestically through the Whaling 
Convention Act (WCA). Under the 
WCA, NMFS issues a share of the IWC 
bowhead quota to the AEWC.

Alaska Eskimos have been taking 
bowhead whales for at least 2,000 years. 
Alaska Native subsistence hunters take 
less than one percent of the population 
of bowhead whales per year. Since 
1977, the number of takes has ranged 
between 14 and 75 per year.

NEPA requires that Federal agencies 
conduct an environmental analysis of 
the effect of their proposed actions on 
the environment. Although all quotas 
under the WCA are issued on an annual 
basis, NMFS evaluated the effects of 
issuing them over a 5–year period. A 
draft EA was distributed for public 
comment on December 9, 2002. The EA 
analyzed four alternatives:

Alternative 1 - Grant the AEWC a 
quota of 255 landed bowhead whales 
over 5 years (2003 through 2007), with 
an annual strike quota of 67 bowhead 
whales per year, where no unused 
strikes are added to the strike quota for 
any one year.

Alternative 2 - Grant the AEWC a 
quota of 255 landed bowhead whales 
over 5 years (2003 through 2007), with 
an annual strike quota of 67 bowhead 
whales per year, where no more than 15 
unused strikes are added to the strike 
quota for any one year.

Alternative 3 - Grant the AEWC a 
quota of 255 landed bowhead whales 
over 5 years (2003 through 2007), with 
an annual strike quota of 67 bowhead 
whales per year, where, for unused 
strikes, up to 50 percent of the annual 
strike limit is added to the strike quota 
for any one year.

Alternative 4 (No Action) - Do not 
grant the AEWC a quota.

After reviewing and addressing the 
comments received, NMFS selected 
Alternative 2 as the preferred 
alternative. NMFS issued a final EA and 
Finding of No Significant Impact on 
February 23, 2003. The Final EA was 
prepared in accordance with NEPA, 
implementing regulations at 40 CFR 
parts 1500 through 1508, and NOAA 
guidelines concerning implementation 
of NEPA found in NOAA 
Administrative Order 216–6.

Dated: February 26, 2003.
Stephen L. Leathery,
Acting Director, Office of Protected Resources, 
National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 03–5045 Filed 3–3–03; 8:45 am]
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SUMMARY: The Mid-Atlantic Fishery 
Management Council (Council) and its 
Research Set Aside (RSA) Committee 
and its Executive Committee will hold 
a public meeting.
DATES: The meetings will be held on 
Tuesday, March 18, through Thursday, 
March 20, 2003. On Tuesday, March 18, 
there will be a Research Set-Aside (RSA) 
Workshop from noon until 5 p.m. There 
will be a Dogfish Scoping meeting from 
7 pm to 8:30 p.m. On Wednesday, 
March 19, the Executive Committee will 
meet from 8 a.m. to 9 a.m. The Council 
will meet from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. The 
Council will tour the U.S. Coast Guard 
Museum and hear a presentation on 
Homeland Defense from 11 a.m. to 1:15 
p.m. The Council will meet from 1:30 
p.m. to 4:30 p.m. The Council will then 
visit the Virginia Marine Science 
Museum from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. On 
Thursday, March 20, the Council will 
meet from 8 a.m. until noon.
ADDRESSES: This meeting will be held at 
the Sheraton Oceanfront Hotel, 36th 
Street and Atlantic Avenue, Virginia 
Beach, VA; telephone: 757–425–9000 or 
800–325–3535.

Council address: Mid-Atlantic Fishery 
Management Council, 300 S. New 
Street, Dover, DE 19904; telephone: 
302–674–2331.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Daniel T. Furlong, Executive Director, 
Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management 
Council; telephone: 302–674–2331, ext. 
19.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
Council and NMFS will hold a 
collaborative workshop from noon to 5 
p.m. on March 18, 2003 to discuss the 
Council’s RSA program.

The RSA program is carried out 
through the cooperation of the Council, 
NMFS, and the Atlantic States Marine 
Fisheries Commission. It provides a 
mechanism to fund research relevant to 
the Council’s and Commission’s fishery 
management plans and to compensate 
vessels through the sale of fish 
harvested under specially designated 
RSA quotas. Research projects have 
been funded through the RSA in 2002 
and 2003, and a notice for solicitation 
of 2004 projects has recently been 
published in the Federal Register (68, 
FR 3864, 1/27/2003). The NMFS is 
currently soliciting proposals for 
research activities concerning the 
summer flounder, scup, black sea bass, 
Loligo squid, Illex squid, Atlantic 
mackerel, butterfish, and bluefish 
fisheries. While the tilefish fishery is 
part of the RSA program, the Council 
has voted to set the tilefish RSA quota 
to zero until a stock assessment has 
been completed. All research proposals
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to be considered under this solicitation 
must be received by March 28, 2003.

The purpose of the workshop is to 
receive public input from RSA project 
participants and the general public on 
how to improve the RSA program, and 
to inform the public and potential RSA 
quota recipients about the opportunities 
and requirements of the RSA program. 
Main agenda items for the workshop 
will be:

(1) Welcome and Description of the 
RSA Program, (2) The RSA 2004 
Request for Proposals (RFP) Solicitation, 
(3) The RSA Grants Review/Approval 
Process, (4) Overview and Discussion of 
the Exempted Fishing Permit Process 
Requirements RSA Recipients Must 
Comply With, (5) Public Input from 
RSA Project Participants and General 
Public with Suggestions on How to 
Improve the RSA Program, (6) 
Integration of RSA Projects with NMFS 
Northeast Fisheries Science Center 
Programs, (7) Integration of RSA Project 
Findings Into the Fisheries Management 
Process.

Additional agenda items for the 
Council’s committees and the Council 
itself are: Conduct a scoping meeting for 
Amendment 1 to the Dogfish Fishery 
Management Plan (consider, among 
other management measures, the 
following items for inclusion in 
Amendment 1: define a rebuilding 
biomass target for Bmsy, establish 
rebuilding timeframe consistent with 
Section 304(e) of the Magnuson-Stevens 
Act (MSA), address bycatch/discard 
issues, and address different allocation 
processes; the Executive Committee will 
discuss potential Council actions 
regarding MSA and Marine Mammal 
Protection Act (MMPA) 
Reauthorizations; hear a presentation on 
the peer review and stock assessment 
workshop process; hear a NMFS 
presentation on initiative to change 
recreational fishing data collection 
(report on the new coastwide 
methodology to collect catch and effort 
data from the for-hire recreational fleet 
and discuss how new system would 
affect Marine Recreational Fishery 
Statistics Survey (MRFSS); review and 
discuss directions and priorities for 
2003 and 2004 for summer flounder, 
scup, and black sea bass; receive and 
discuss organizational and committee 
reports including the New England 
Council’s report regarding possible 
actions on herring, groundfish, 
monkfish, red crab, scallops, skates, and 
whiting; and, act on any continuing 
and/or new business.

Although non-emergency issues not 
contained in this agenda may come 
before the Council for discussion, these 
issues may not be the subject of formal 

Council action during this meeting. 
Council action will be restricted to those 
issues specifically listed in this notice 
and any issues arising after publication 
of this notice that require emergency 
action under section 305(c) of the 
Magnuson-Stevens Act, provided the 
public has been notified of the Council’s 
intent to take final actions to address 
such emergencies.

Special Accommodations

This meeting is physically accessible 
to people with disabilities. Requests for 
sign language interpretation or other 
auxiliary aids should be directed to 
Joanna Davis at the Council (see 
ADDRESSES) at least 5 days prior to the 
meeting date.

Dated: February 26, 2003. 
Theophilus R. Brainerd,
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 03–5044 Filed 3–3–03; 8:45 am]
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in Disciplinary, Membership Denial, 
Registration, and Member 
Responsibility Actions. 

SUMMARY: In compliance with the 
Paperwork Reduction Act (44 U.S.C. 
3501 et seq.), this notice announces that 
the Information Collection Request (ICR) 
abstracted below has been forwarded to 
the Office of Management and Budget 
(OMB) for review and comment. The 
ICR describes the nature of the 
information collection and its expected 
costs and burden; it includes the actual 
data collection instruments [if any].
DATES: Comments must be submitted on 
or before April 3, 2003.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Linda Mauldin at CFTC, (202) 418–
5120; FAX: (202) 418–5524; e-mail: 
Imauldin@cftc.gov and refer to OMB 
Control No. 3038–0043.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Title: Rules Relating to Review of 
National Futures Association Decisions 
in Disciplinary, Membership Denial, 
Registration, and Member 
Responsibility Actions, OMB Control 
No. 3038–0043. This is a request for 

extension of a currently approved 
information collection. 

Abstract: 17 CFR part 171 rules 
require a registered futures association 
to provide fair and orderly procedures 
for membership and disciplinary 
actions. The Commission’s review of 
decisions of registered futures 
associations in disciplinary, 
membership denial, registration, and 
member responsibility actions is 
governed by section 17(h)(2) of the 
Commodity Exchange Act, 7 U.S.C. 
section 21(h)(2). The rules establish 
procedures and standards for 
Commission review of such actions, and 
the reporting requirements included in 
the procedural rules are either directly 
required by section 17 of the Act or are 
necessary to the type of appellate review 
role Congress intended the Commission 
to undertake when it adopted that 
provision. 

An agency may not conduct or 
sponsor, and a person is not required to 
respond to, a collection of information 
unless it displays a currently valid OMB 
control number. The OMB control 
numbers for the CFTC’s regulations 
were published on December 30, 1981. 
See 46 FR 63035 (Dec. 30, 1981). The 
Federal Register notice with a 60-day 
comment period soliciting comments on 
this collection of information was 
published on November 14, 2002 (67 FR 
68995). 

Burden statement: The respondent 
burden for this collection is estimated to 
average 1.42 hours per response. This 
estimate includes the time needed to 
review instructions; develop, acquire, 
install, and utilize technology and 
systems for the purposes of collecting, 
validating, and verifying information, 
processing and maintaining information 
and disclosing and providing 
information; adjust the existing ways to 
comply with any previously applicable 
instructions and requirements; train 
personnel to be able to respond to a 
collection of information; and transit or 
otherwise disclose the information. 

Respondents/Affected Entities: 22. 
Estimated number of responses: 89. 
Estimates total annual burden on 

respondents: 126 hours. 
Frequency of collection: on occasion. 
Send comments regarding the burden 

estimated or any other aspect of the 
information collection, including 
suggestions for reducing the burden, to 
the addresses listed below. Please refer 
to OMB Control No. 3038–0043 in any 
correspondence. 

Linda Mauldin, Office of General 
Counsel, Commodity Futures Trading 
Commission, 1155 21st Street, NW., 
Washington, DC 20581 and Office of 
Information and Regulatory Affairs,
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