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DATES: The Ad Hoc VMS Committee 
will meet Tuesday, October 7, 2003 
beginning at 8:30 a.m. and continuing 
until business for the day is completed.

ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held in 
the West Conference Room at the Pacific 
Fishery Management Council, 7700 NE 
Ambassador Place, Suite 200, Portland, 
OR 97220–1384; telephone: (503) 820–
2280.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr. 
Mike Burner, Pacific Fishery 
Management Council Groundfish Staff 
Officer; telephone: (503) 820–2280.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
primary purpose of the meeting is to 
review the Council recommendation to 
expand the VMS program for West Coast 
groundfish fisheries to additional 
fishery sectors. The Council approved a 
pilot program for the limited entry trawl 
and limited entry fixed gear sectors and 
recommended implementation on 
January 1, 2004. The committee needs to 
consider expanding the VMS program to 
ensure effective monitoring and 
enforcement of area closures in 
commercial and recreational groundfish 
fisheries. The composition of the 
committee was revised by the Council at 
the June 2003 meeting to include 
representatives of limited entry, 
recreational charter vessel, and open 
access fishery sectors as well as 
representatives of the Enforcement 
Consultants, National Marine Fisheries 
Service, and fish processors.

Although non-emergency issues not 
contained in the meeting agenda may be 
discussed, those issues may not be the 
subject of formal action during this 
meeting. Action will be restricted to 
those issues specifically listed in this 
document and any issues arising after 
publication of this document that 
require emergency action under section 
305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act, 
provided the public has been notified of 
the intent to take final action to address 
the emergency.

Special Accommodations

The meeting is physically accessible 
to people with disabilities. Requests for 
sign language interpretation or other 
auxiliary aids should be directed to Ms. 
Carolyn Porter at (503) 820–2280 at least 
5 days prior to the meeting date.

Dated: September 9, 2003.
Richard W. Surdi,
Acting Director, Office of Sustainble Fisheries, 
National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 03–23436 Filed 9–12–03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–22–S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration

[I.D 081403A]

Marine Mammals; File No. 782–1708–00

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce.
ACTION: Issuance of permit.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that 
the National Marine Mammal 
Laboratory (NMML), National Marine 
Fisheries Service, NOAA, 7600 Sand 
Point Way, NE, BIN C15700, Bldg. 1, 
Seattle, WA 98115–0070 (PI: Dr. 
Thomas Loughlin) has been issued a 
permit to take Northern fur seals 
(Callorhinus ursinus) for purposes of 
scientific research.
ADDRESSES: The permit and related 
documents are available for review 
upon written request or by appointment 
in the following office(s):

Permits, Conservation and Education 
Division, Office of Protected Resources, 
NMFS, 1315 East-West Highway, Room 
13705, Silver Spring, MD 20910; phone 
(301)713–2289; fax (301)713–0376; and

Assistant Regional Administrator for 
Protected Resources, Alaska Region, 
NMFS, P.O. Box 21668, Juneau, AK 
99802–1668; phone (907)586–7235; fax 
(907)586–7012.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Ruth Johnson or Carrie Hubard 
(301)713–2289.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On June 4, 
2003, notice was published in the 
Federal Register (68 FR 33477) that a 
request for a scientific research permit 
to take the species identified above had 
been submitted by the above-named 
organization. The requested permit has 
been issued under the authority of the 
Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972, 
as amended (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.), the 
Regulations Governing the Taking and 
Importing of Marine Mammals (50 CFR 
part 216), and the Fur Seal Act of 1966, 
as amended (16 U.S.C. 1151 et seq.).

The Permit authorizes NMML to take 
Northern fur seals during scientific 
research. Seals will be captured, tagged, 
sampled and incidentally harassed 
during annual censuses on the Pribilof 
Islands. All of this work is essential for: 
(1) monitoring the status and trends of 
the northern fur seal population, (2) 
evaluating the condition of animals 
from each cohort (health and strength of 
year-class), (3) monitoring the diet, and 
(4) documenting the movement patterns, 
foraging behavior, and essential foraging 

habitat of various age and sex classes of 
fur seals. The information collected 
under this permit will be important for 
assessing the recovery of this depleted 
species and for evaluating management 
actions.

Dated: September 3, 2003.
Stephen L. Leathery,
Chief, Permits, Conservation and Education 
Division, Office of Protected Resources, 
National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 03–23437 Filed 9–12–03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–22–S

COMMITTEE FOR THE 
IMPLEMENTATION OF TEXTILE 
AGREEMENTS 

Determination Under the African 
Growth and Opportunity Act 

September 10, 2003.

AGENCY: Committee for the 
Implementation of Textile Agreements.
ACTION: Directive to the Commissioner 
of Customs. 

SUMMARY: The Committee for the 
Implementation of Textile Agreements 
(CITA) has determined that certain 
textile and apparel goods from Ghana 
shall be treated as ‘‘handloomed, 
handmade, or folklore articles’’ and 
qualify for preferential treatment under 
the African Growth and Opportunity 
Act. Imports of eligible products from 
Ghana with an appropriate visa will 
qualify for duty-free treatment.
EFFECTIVE DATE: September 15, 2003.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Anna Flaaten, International Trade 
Specialist, Office of Textiles and 
Apparel, U.S. Department of Commerce, 
(202) 782–3400.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
African Growth and Opportunity Act 
(Title I of the Trade and Development 
Act of 2000, Public Law 106–200) 
(AGOA) provides preferential tariff 
treatment for imports of certain textile 
and apparel products of beneficiary sub-
Saharan African countries, including 
handloomed, handmade, or folklore 
articles of a beneficiary country that are 
certified as such by the competent 
authority in the beneficiary country. In 
Executive Order 13191, the President 
authorized CITA to consult with 
beneficiary sub-Saharan African 
countries and to determine which, if 
any, particular textile and apparel goods 
shall be treated as being handloomed, 
handmade, or folklore articles. (66 FR 
7272) 

In a letter to the Commissioner of 
Customs dated January 18, 2001, the 
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