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Per-
cent 

For Physical Damage: 
Homeowners with credit available 

elsewhere .................................. 6.250 
Homeowners without credit avail-

able elsewhere .......................... 3.125 
Businesses with credit available 

elsewhere .................................. 6.123 
Businesses and non-profit organi-

zations without credit available 
elsewhere .................................. 3.061 

Others (including non-profit orga-
nizations) with credit available 
elsewhere .................................. 4.875 

For Economic Injury: 
Businesses and small agricultural 

cooperatives without credit 
available elsewhere: .................. 3.061 

The number assigned to this disaster 
for physical damage is 356308 and for 
economic injury the number is 9Z2200.
(Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance 
Program Nos. 59002 and 59008). 

Dated: January 21, 2004. 
Herbert L. Mitchell, 
Associate Administrator for Disaster 
Assistance.
[FR Doc. 04–1736 Filed 1–27–04; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 8025–01–P

OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES 
TRADE REPRESENTATIVE 

Determinations Under the African 
Growth and Opportunity Act

AGENCY: Office of the United States 
Trade Representative.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The United States Trade 
Representative (USTR) has determined 
that Benin has adopted an effective visa 
system and related procedures to 
prevent unlawful transshipment and the 
use of counterfeit documents in 
connection with shipments of textile 
and apparel articles and has 
implemented and follows, or is making 
substantial progress toward 
implementing and following, the 
customs procedures required by the 
African Growth and Opportunity Act 
(AGOA). Therefore, imports of eligible 
products from Benin qualify for the 
textile and apparel benefits provided 
under the AGOA.
DATES: Effective, January 28, 2004.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Patrick Coleman, Director for African 
Affairs, Office of the United States 
Trade Representative, (202) 395–9514.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
AGOA (Title I of the Trade and 
Development Act of 2000, Pub. L. No. 
106–200) provides preferential tariff 

treatment for imports of certain textile 
and apparel products of beneficiary sub-
Saharan African countries. The textile 
and apparel trade benefits under the 
AGOA are available to imports of 
eligible products from countries that the 
President designates as ‘‘beneficiary 
sub-Saharan African countries,’’ 
provided that these countries: (1) Have 
adopted an effective visa system and 
related procedures to prevent unlawful 
transshipment and the use of counterfeit 
documents; and (2) have implemented 
and follow, or are making substantial 
progress toward implementing and 
following, certain customs procedures 
that assist U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection in verifying the origin of the 
products. 

In Proclamation 7350 (Oct. 2, 2000), 
the President designated Benin as a 
‘‘beneficiary sub-Saharan African 
country.’’ Proclamation 7350 delegated 
to the USTR the authority to determine 
whether designated countries have met 
the two requirements described above. 
The President directed the USTR to 
announce any such determinations in 
the Federal Register and to implement 
them through modifications of the 
Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the 
United States (HTS). Based on actions 
that Benin has taken, I have determined 
that Benin has satisfied these two 
requirements. 

Accordingly, pursuant to the 
authority vested in the USTR by 
Proclamation 7350, U.S. note 7(a) to 
subchapter II of chapter 98 of the HTS 
and U.S. note 1 to subchapter XIX of 
chapter 98 of the HTS are each modified 
by inserting ‘‘Benin’’ in alphabetical 
sequence in the list of countries. The 
foregoing modifications to the HTS are 
effective with respect to articles entered, 
or withdrawn from warehouse for 
consumption, on or after the date of 
publication of this notice. Importers 
claiming preferential tariff treatment 
under the AGOA for entries of textile 
and apparel articles should ensure that 
those entries meet the applicable visa 
requirements. See Visa Requirements 
Under the African Growth and 
Opportunity Act, 66 FR 7837 (2001).

Robert B. Zoellick, 
United States Trade Representative.
[FR Doc. 04–1746 Filed 1–27–04; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3190–W3–M

OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES 
TRADE REPRESENTATIVE 

United States-Israel Free Trade Area 
Implementation Act; Designation of 
Qualifying Industrial Zones

AGENCY: Office of the United States 
Trade Representative.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: Under the United States-Israel 
Free Trade Area Implementation Act 
(IFTA Act), articles of qualifying 
industrial zones (QIZs) encompassing 
portions of Israel and Jordan or Israel 
and Egypt are eligible to receive duty-
free treatment. Effective upon 
publication of this notice, the United 
States Trade Representative, pursuant to 
authority delegated by the President, is 
designating the Resources Company for 
Development and Investment Zone 
(RCDI), the Al Hallabat Industrial Park, 
and the expanded Al Tajamouat 
Industrial Park as qualifying industrial 
zones under the IFTA Act.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Edmund Saums, Director for Middle 
East Affairs, (202) 395–4987, Office of 
the United States Trade Representative, 
600 17th Street, NW., Washington, DC 
20508.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Pursuant 
to authority granted under section 9 of 
the United States-Israel Free Trade Area 
Implementation Act of 1985 (IFTA Act), 
as amended (19 U.S.C. 2112 note), 
Presidential Proclamation 6955 of 
November 13, 1996 (61 FR 58761) 
proclaimed certain tariff treatment for 
articles of the West Bank, the Gaza 
Strip, and qualifying industrial zones. In 
particular, the Presidential Proclamation 
modified general notes 3 and 8 of the 
Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the 
United States: (a) To provide duty-free 
treatment to qualifying articles that are 
the product of the West Bank, the Gaza 
Strip or a qualifying industrial zone and 
are entered in accordance with the 
provisions of section 9 of the IFTA Act; 
(b) to provide that articles of Israel may 
be treated as though they were articles 
directly shipped from Israel for the 
purposes of the United States-Israel Free 
Trade Area Agreement (‘‘the 
Agreement’’) even if shipped to the 
United States from the West Bank, the 
Gaza Strip, or a qualifying industrial 
zone, if the articles otherwise meet the 
requirements of the Agreement; and (c) 
to provide that the cost or value of 
materials produced in the West Bank, 
the Gaza Strip, or a qualifying industrial 
zone may be included in the cost or 
value of materials produced in Israel 
under section 1(c)(i) of Annex 3 of the 
Agreement and that the direct costs of 

VerDate jul<14>2003 18:28 Jan 27, 2004 Jkt 203001 PO 00000 Frm 00094 Fmt 4703 Sfmt 4703 E:\FR\FM\28JAN1.SGM 28JAN1



4200 Federal Register / Vol. 69, No. 18 / Wednesday, January 28, 2004 / Notices 

processing operations performed in the 
West Bank, the Gaza Strip, or a 
qualifying industrial zone may be 
included in the direct costs of 
processing operations performed in 
Israel under section 1(c)(ii) of Annex 3 
of the Agreement. 

Section 9(e) of the IFTA Act defines 
a ‘‘qualifying industrial zone’’ as an area 
that ‘‘(1) encompasses portions of the 
territory of Israel and Jordan or Israel 
and Egypt; (2) has been designated by 
local authorities as an enclave where 
merchandise may enter without 
payment of duty or excise taxes; and (3) 
has been specified by the President as 
a qualifying industrial zone.’’

Presidential Proclamation 6955 
delegated to the United States Trade 
Representative the authority to 
designate qualifying industrial zones. 

The United States Trade 
Representative has previously 
designated qualifying industrial zones 
under section 9 of the IFTA Act on 
March 13, 1998 (63 FR 12572), March 
19, 1999 (64 FR 13623), October 15, 
1999 (64 FR 56015), October 24, 2000 
(65 FR 64472), December 12, 2000 (65 
FR 77688), and June 15, 2001 (66 FR 
32660). 

The governments of Israel and Jordan 
agreed in protocols submitted in July 
2003 to the designation of a zone to be 
developed by RCDI and the designation 
of the Al Hallabat Industrial Park, 
registered under the name of Jordan 
International Industries Company, as 
QIZs. Israel and Jordan also agreed in a 
protocol submitted in July 2003 to the 
expansion of the already-designated QIZ 
area of the Al Tajamouat Industrial Park. 
Israel and Jordan further agreed that 
merchandise may enter, without 
payment of duty or excise taxes, areas 
under their respective customs control 
in association with RCDI, Al Hallabat, 
and the expanded Al Tajamouat 
qualifying industrial zones. 
Accordingly, RCDI, Al Hallabat, and the 
expanded Al Tajamouat qualifying 
industrial zones meet the criteria under 
paragraphs 9(e)(1) and (2) of the IFTA 
Act. Therefore, pursuant to the authority 
delegated to me by Presidential 
Proclamation 6955, I hereby designate 
the Resources Company for 
Development and Investment Zone, the 
Al Hallabat Industrial Park, and the 
expanded Al Tajamouat Industrial Park, 
as established by the 2003 Amending 
Protocols to the Agreement Between the 
Government of the Hashemite Kingdom 
of Jordan and the Government of the 
State of Israel on Irbid Qualifying 
Industrial Zone, as qualifying industrial 
zones under section 9 of the IFTA Act, 
effective upon the date of publication of 
this notice, applicable to articles 

shipped from these qualifying industrial 
zones after such date.

Robert B. Zoellick,
United States Trade Representative.
[FR Doc. 04–1745 Filed 1–27–04; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3190–W3–P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Surface Transportation Board 

[STB Finance Docket No. 34284] 

Southwest Gulf Railroad Company—
Construction and Operation 
Exemption—Medina County, TX

AGENCY: Surface Transportation Board, 
Transportation.
ACTION: Notice of intent to prepare an 
environmental impact statement; notice 
of initiation of the scoping process; 
notice of availability of draft scope of 
study for the environmental impact 
statement and request for comments. 

SUMMARY: On February 27, 2003, 
Southwest Gulf Railroad Company 
(SGR) filed a petition with the Surface 
Transportation Board (Board) pursuant 
to 49 U.S.C. 10502 for authority to 
construct and operate a new rail line in 
Medina County, Texas. The proposed 
project would involve the construction 
and operation of approximately seven 
miles of new rail line. Because the 
effects of the proposed project on the 
quality of the human environment are 
likely to be highly controversial, the 
Board’s Section of Environmental 
Analysis (SEA) has determined that the 
preparation of an Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) is appropriate. The 
purpose of this notice is to notify 
individuals and agencies interested in 
or affected by the proposed project of 
SEA’s decision to prepare an EIS and to 
initiate the formal scoping process. This 
notice also announces the availability of 
a draft scope of study and requests 
comments on the draft scope of study.
DATES: Comments are due by February 
26, 2004. 

Submitting Environmental Comments: 
If you wish to submit written comments 
regarding the attached proposed draft 
scope of study, please send an original 
and two copies to the Surface 
Transportation Board, Case Control 
Unit, 1925 K Street, NW., Washington, 
DC 20423–0001, to the attention of Rini 
Ghosh. Please refer to STB Finance 
Docket No. 34284 in all correspondence 
addressed to the Board.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms. 
Rini Ghosh, Section of Environmental 
Analysis, Surface Transportation Board, 

1925 K Street, NW., Washington, DC 
20423–0001, or 512–419–5941 (the 
project information line). Assistance for 
the hearing impaired is available 
through the Federal Information Relay 
Service (FIRS) at 1–800–877–8339. The 
Web site for the Surface Transportation 
Board is http://www.stb.dot.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 
Background: By petition filed on 

February 27, 2003, SGR sought an 
exemption from the Board under 49 
U.S.C. 10502 from the prior approval 
requirements of 49 U.S.C. 10901 for 
authority to construct and operate an 
approximately seven mile line of 
railroad in Medina County, TX. The 
proposed rail line would connect a 
proposed Vulcan Construction 
Materials, LP quarry and the Del Rio 
subdivision of the Union Pacific 
Railroad Company (UP) at milepost 250, 
near Dunlay, Texas. SGR would use the 
new rail line to transport limestone from 
the proposed quarry to the UP rail line, 
for shipment to markets in the Houston 
area, as well as other markets in the 
Southeast, Gulf Coast, and Rio Grande 
Valley regions of Texas. Although the 
primary purpose of the proposed 
construction is to provide rail service to 
the quarry site, SGR would hold itself 
out as a common carrier and provide 
service to other industries that might 
locate in the area in the future. In a 
decision served on May 19, 2003, the 
Board granted conditional approval to 
SGR’s petition, subject to completion of 
the environmental review process. 

Pursuant to the Board’s 
responsibilities under the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), SEA 
has begun the environmental review of 
SGR’s proposal by consulting with 
appropriate Federal, State, and local 
agencies, as well as SGR, and 
conducting technical surveys and 
analyses. SEA has also consulted with 
the Texas Historical Commission (THC) 
in accordance with the regulations 
implementing section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act 
(NHPA) at 36 CFR part 800 and 
identified appropriate consulting parties 
to the section 106 process. 

On October 10, 2003, SEA issued a 
Preliminary Cultural Resources 
Assessment report to the section 106 
consulting parties for review and 
comment. The report set forth SEA’s 
preliminary findings and 
recommendations regarding cultural 
resources in the proposed project area. 
THC, the consulting parties, and other 
individuals submitted comment letters 
in response to the report; many of the 
comments addressed environmental 
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