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Houston Ship Channel (Mile -3) to SH 
146 (Mile 11.4); (2) Deepening and 
widening the channel from Mile 3 to 
Mile 11.4 to match the currently 
maintained channel from the Houston 
Ship Channel to Mile 3 (10 ft deep and 
100 ft wide); (3) Deepening the channel 
to 9 feet from Mile 3 to Mile 11.4; (4) 
Eliminating a series of tight bends 
known as the Devil’s Elbow by dredging 
a new channel (Devil’s Elbow Cutoff) to 
the north of these bends; (5) Creating 
200-ft wide passing lanes in straight 
stretches of the channel; and (6) No 
Action. A ‘‘no-action’’ alternative will 
be evaluated and presented for 
comparison purposes in evaluating the 
various construction alternatives. 

3. Scoping: The scoping process will 
involve Federal, State, and Local 
agencies, and other interested persons 
and organizations. Three public scoping 
meetings were held (March 22, 2000, 
December 11, 2000, and March 16, 
2004) to explain the project and solicit 
information about public concerns and 
comments on the project. The 
information provided by the public, 
resource agencies, local industry, local 
government, and other interested parties 
was used to help develop planning 
objectives, identify significant resources 
and issues, evaluate impacts of various 
alternatives, and identify a plan that 
will be socially and environmentally 
acceptable. Another public meeting will 
be conducted during the public review 
period for the DEIS to update the public 
on the project, collect public comments 
on the DEIS, and discuss various issues 
associated with the channel 
improvements and placement of 
dredged material. 

4. Coordination: Further coordination 
with environmental agencies will be 
conducted under the National 
Environmental Policy Act, the Fish and 
Wildlife Coordination Act, the 
Endangered Species Act, the Migratory 
Bird Treaty Act, the Clean Water Act, 
the Clean Air Act, the National Historic 
Preservation Act, the Magnuson-Stevens 
Fishery Conservation and Management 
Act (Essential Fish Habitat), and the 
Coastal Zone Management Act (Texas 
Coastal Management Program). 
Coordination with Federal and State 
regulatory agencies, the Local sponsors, 
and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
has been initiated and will continue 
throughout the development of the 
DEIS. 

5. DEIS Preparation. It is estimated 
that the DEIS will be available to the 
public for review and comment in 
December 2004.

Dated: August 10, 2004. 
Carolyn Murphy, 
Chief, Environmental Section.
[FR Doc. 04–18516 Filed 8–12–04; 8:45 am] 
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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Notice of Proposed Information 
Collection Requests

AGENCY: Department of Education.
SUMMARY: The Leader, Regulatory 
Information Management Group, Office 
of the Chief Information Officer, invites 
comments on the proposed information 
collection requests as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995.
DATES: Interested persons are invited to 
submit comments on October 12, 2004.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Section 
3506 of the Paperwork Reduction Act of 
1995 (44 U.S.C. Chapter 35) requires 
that the Office of Management and 
Budget (OMB) provide interested 
Federal agencies and the public an early 
opportunity to comment on information 
collection requests. OMB may amend or 
waive the requirement for public 
consultation to the extent that public 
participation in the approval process 
would defeat the purpose of the 
information collection, violate State or 
Federal law, or substantially interfere 
with any agency’s ability to perform its 
statutory obligations. The Leader, 
Regulatory Information Management 
Group, Office of the Chief Information 
Officer, publishes that notice containing 
proposed information collection 
requests prior to submission of these 
requests to OMB. Each proposed 
information collection, grouped by 
office, contains the following: (1) Type 
of review requested, e.g. new, revision, 
extension, existing or reinstatement; (2) 
title; (3) summary of the collection; (4) 
description of the need for, and 
proposed use of, the information; (5) 
respondents and frequency of 
collection; and (6) reporting and/or 
Recordkeeping burden. OMB invites 
public comment. The Department of 
Education is especially interested in 
public comment addressing the 
following issues: (1) Is this collection 
necessary to the proper functions of the 
Department; (2) will this information be 
processed and used in a timely manner; 
(3) is the estimate of burden accurate; 
(4) how might the Department enhance 
the quality, utility, and clarity of the 
information to be collected; and (5) how 
might the Department minimize the 
burden of this collection on the 
respondents, including through the use 
of information technology.

Dated: August 10, 2004. 
Angela C. Arrington, 
Leader, Regulatory Information Management 
Group, Office of the Chief Information Officer.

Office of Postsecondary Education 
Type of Review: Reinstatement. 
Title: Student Support Services 

Annual Performance Report. 
Frequency: Annually. 
Affected Public: Not-for-profit 

institutions. 
Reporting and Recordkeeping Hour 

Burden:
Responses: 936. 
Burden Hours: 5,616.

Abstract: Student Support Services 
Program grantees must submit the report 
annually. The reports are used to 
evaluate grantees’ performance, and to 
award prior experience points at the end 
of each project (budget) period. The 
Department also aggregates the data to 
provide descriptive information on the 
projects and to analyze the impact of the 
Student Support Services Program on 
the academic progress of participating 
students. 

Requests for copies of the proposed 
information collection request may be 
accessed from http://edicsweb.ed.gov, 
by selecting the ‘‘Browse Pending 
Collections’’ link and by clicking on 
link number 2599. When you access the 
information collection, click on 
‘‘Download Attachments’’ to view. 
Written requests for information should 
be addressed to U.S. Department of 
Education, 400 Maryland Avenue, SW., 
Potomac Center, 9th Floor, Washington, 
DC 20202–4700. Requests may also be 
electronically mailed to the Internet 
address OCIO_RIMG@ed.gov or faxed to 
202–245–6621. Please specify the 
complete title of the information 
collection when making your request. 

Comments regarding burden and/or 
the collection activity requirements 
should be directed to Joseph Schubart at 
Joe.Schubart@ed.gov. Individuals who 
use a telecommunications device for the 
deaf (TDD) may call the Federal 
Information Relay Service (FIRS) at 1–
800–877–8339.

[FR Doc. 04–18519 Filed 8–12–04; 8:45 am] 
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Notice of Intent To Prepare an 
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AGENCY: Department of Energy.
ACTION: Notice of intent.
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