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ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: September 6, 2007. 
Gwellnar Banks, 
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer. 
[FR Doc. E7–17918 Filed 9–11–07; 8:45 am] 
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request for comment. 

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that 
NMFS has received an application from 
the Washington Department of Fish and 
Wildlife (WDFW) for an incidental take 
permit pursuant to the Endangered 
Species Act of 1973, as amended (ESA). 
The duration of the proposed Permit is 
5- years. This document serves to notify 
the public of the availability for 
comment of the permit application and 
of the associated draft environmental 
assessment (EA) before a final decision 
on whether to issue a Finding of No 
Significant Impact and the permit is 
made by NMFS. All comments received 
will become part of the public record 
and will be available for review 
pursuant to section 10(c) of the ESA. 
DATES: Written comments on the 
application and draft EA must be 
received at the appropriate address or 
fax number (see ADDRESSES) no later 
than 5 p.m. Pacific time on October 12, 
2007. 
ADDRESSES: Written comments on the 
application should be sent to Kristine 
Petersen, Salmon Recovery Division, 
1201 NE., Lloyd Boulevard, Suite 1100, 
Portland, OR 97232. Comments may 
also be submitted by e-mail to: 

UCRFisheries.nwr@noaa.gov. Include in 
the subject line of the e-mail comment 
the following identifier: Comments on 
UCR recreational fisheries. Comments 
may also be sent via facsimile (fax) to 
(503) 872–2737. Requests for copies of 
the permit application should be 
directed to the Salmon Recovery 
Division, 1201 NE., Lloyd Boulevard, 
Suite 1100, Portland, OR 97232. The 
documents are also available on the 
Internet at http://www.nwr.noaa.gov. 
Comments received will also be 
available for public inspection, by 
appointment, during normal business 
hours by calling (503) 230–5409. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Kristine Petersen at (503) 230–5409 or e- 
mail: kristine.petersen@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This 
notice is relevant to the following 
species and evolutionarily significant 
units (ESUs) or distinct population 
segments (DPSs): 

Steelhead (Oncorhynchus mykiss): 
endangered, naturally produced and 
artificially propagated Upper Columbia 
River (UCR) and threatened Middle 
Columbia River. 

Chinook salmon (O. tshawytscha): 
endangered Upper Columbia River 
spring-run and threatened Snake River 
fall-run. 

Background 

Section 9 of the ESA and Federal 
regulations prohibit the ‘‘taking’’ of a 
species listed as endangered or 
threatened. The term ‘‘take’’ is defined 
under the ESA to mean harass, harm, 
pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, 
capture, or collect, or to attempt to 
engage in any such conduct. NMFS may 
issue permits to non-Federal entities to 
take ESA-listed species if such taking is 
incidental to, and not the purpose of, 
carrying out an otherwise lawful 
activity, under section 10(a)(1)(B) of the 
ESA. NMFS regulations governing 
permits for threatened and endangered 
species are promulgated at 50 CFR 
222.307. 

The National Environmental Policy 
Act (NEPA) requires Federal agencies to 
conduct an environmental analysis of 
their proposed actions to determine if 
the actions may affect the human 
environment. NMFS expects to take 
action on an ESA section 10(a)(1)(B) 
submittal received from the applicant. 
Therefore, the Service is seeking public 
input on the scope of the required NEPA 
analysis, including the range of 
reasonable alternatives and associated 
impacts of any alternatives. 

On September 12, 2005, the WDFW 
submitted an application to NMFS for 
an ESA section 10(a)(1)(B) permit for 

incidental take of ESA-listed 
anadromous fish species associated with 
recreational fishery programs in the 
upper Columbia River and its tributaries 
for a 5–year period. The receipt of the 
application was noticed in the Federal 
Register (70 FR 71087, November 11, 
2005), and no comments were received. 
On February 2, 2007, the WDFW 
submitted a request to adjust the 
boundaries of one fishery previously 
proposed in the 2005 application. The 
application is being made available for 
comment a second time due to the 
addition of the fishery area adjustment. 
The proposed fisheries would target 
non-listed anadromous salmon and 
steelhead and resident game fish 
species. No fisheries that would target 
listed species are proposed in the 
application. Implementation of these 
fisheries would allow fishing for 
recreational purposes and would 
provide economic opportunities for 
local communities through the sale of 
licenses and equipment, and the 
conduct of other business and services 
related to recreational fisheries. 

This notice is provided pursuant to 
section 10(c) of the ESA. NMFS will 
evaluate the application, associated 
documents, and comments submitted 
thereon to determine whether the 
application meets the requirements of 
section 10(a)(1)(A) of the ESA. If it is 
determined that the requirements are 
met, a permit will be issued to the 
WDFW for the purpose of carrying out 
the fisheries management activities. 
NMFS will publish a record of its final 
action in the Federal Register. 

The general effects on the 
environment considered include the 
impacts on the physical, biological, and 
socioeconomic environments of the 
Upper Columbia River Basin. 

Dated: September 7, 2007. 
Angela Somma, 
Chief, Endangered Species Division, Office 
of Protected Resources, National Marine 
Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. E7–17985 Filed 9–11–07; 8:45 am] 
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ACTION: Notice of public meeting. 

SUMMARY: The Gulf of Mexico Fishery 
Management Council (Council) will 
convene a public meeting of the Ad Hoc 
Grouper Individual Fishing Quota (IFQ) 
Advisory Panel (AHGIFQAP). 

DATES: The AHGIFQAP meeting will 
convene at 1 p.m. on Monday, October 
1, 2007 and conclude no later than 3 
p.m. on Tuesday, October 2, 2007. 

ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at 
the Hilton St. Petersburg, 333 First 
Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33701; 
telephone 727–894–5000. 

Council address: Gulf of Mexico 
Fishery Management Council, 2203 
North Lois Avenue, Suite 1100, Tampa, 
FL 33607. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Stu 
Kennedy, Fishery Biologist, telephone: 
(813) 348–1630. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Gulf 
of Mexico Fishery Management Council 
has scheduled a meeting of the Ad Hoc 
Grouper IFQ Advisory Panel to discuss 
the scoping document for Amendment 
29 to the Reef Fish Fishery Management 
Plan. Amendment 29 has alternatives 
for rationalizing effort and reducing 
overcapacity in the commercial Gulf of 
Mexico grouper fishery, including 
elimination of latent permits, a buyout 
or buyback program, permit 
endorsements, and Individual fishing 
quotas, and Individual transferable 
effort quotas. 

Although other non-emergency issues 
not on the agenda may come before the 
AHGIFQAP for discussion, in 
accordance with the Magnuson-Stevens 
Fishery Conservation and Management 
Act (Magnuson-Stevens Act), those 
issues may not be the subject of formal 
action during these meetings. Actions of 
the AHGIFQAP will be restricted to 
those issues specifically identified in 
the agenda and any issues arising after 
publication of this notice that require 
emergency action under Section 305(c) 
of the Magnuson-Stevens Act, provided 
the public has been notified of the 
Council’s intent to take action to 
address the emergency. 

Copies of the agenda can be obtained 
by calling (813) 348–1630. 

Special Accommodations 

This meeting is physically accessible 
to people with disabilities. Requests for 
sign language interpretation or other 
auxiliary aids should be directed to Tina 
Trezza at the Council (see ADDRESSES) at 
least 5 working days prior to the 
meeting. 

Dated: September 7, 2007. 
Tracey L. Thompson, 
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. E7–17949 Filed 9–11–07; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3510–22–S 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

RIN 0648–XC49 

New England Fishery Management 
Council; Public Meeting 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice of a public meeting. 

SUMMARY: The New England Fishery 
Management Council’s (Council) VMS 
(Vessel Monitoring System)/ 
Enforcement Committee will meet to 
consider actions affecting New England 
fisheries in the exclusive economic zone 
(EEZ). 
DATES: The meeting will be held on 
Monday, October 1, 2007, at 9 a.m. 
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at 
the New England Fishery Management 
Council Office, 50 Water Street, Mill #2, 
Newburyport, MA 01950; telephone: 
(978) 495–0492. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Paul 
J. Howard, Executive Director, New 
England Fishery Management Council; 
telephone: (978) 465–0492. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The items 
of discussion in the committee’s agenda 
are as follows: 

1. The VMS/Enforcement Committee 
will review a Question and Answer 
document to be developed by the 
Northeast Regional Office highlighting 
the most asked questions about VMS. 
They will examine the requirements to 
only change fishing code from inside 
the demarcation line to the follwing 
VMS fisheries: herring, scallops and 
northeast multispecies. They will also 
examine inconsistent and duplicate 
regulations with respect to utilizing 
VMS as a vehicle to change or remove 
them. 

2. The committee will approve/ 
endorse the Law Enforcement Precepts 
from the Office of Law Enforcement. 

3. They will receive a written report 
from NMFS on the network outages by 
vendor and vessel missing position 
reports by vendor. 

4. Also on the agenda will be the 
review of an emergency contact list and 
discussion regarding distribution. 

5. Other business. 
Although non-emergency issues not 

contained in this agenda may come 
before this group for discussion, those 
issues may not be the subject of formal 
action during this meeting. Action will 
be restricted to those issues specifically 
identified in this notice and any issues 
arising after publication of this notice 
that require emergency action under 
section 305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens 
Fishery Conservation and Management 
Act, provided the public has been 
notified of the Council’s intent to take 
final action to address the emergency. 

Special Accommodations 
This meeting is physically accessible 

to people with disabilities. Requests for 
sign language interpretation or other 
auxiliary aids should be directed to Paul 
J. Howard (see ADDRESSES) at least 5 
days prior to the meeting date. 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq. 

Dated: September 7, 2007. 
Tracey L. Thompson, 
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. E7–17948 Filed 9–11–07; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3510–22–S 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
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AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice of a public informational 
meeting. 

SUMMARY: Trans-Boundary Resource 
Assessment Committee (TRAC) 
Industry/Science Data Exchange 
Meeting. 
DATES: The meeting will be held on 
Thursday, June 7, 2007, from 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m. 
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at 
the New Bedford Free Public Library, 
613 Pleasant Street, New Bedford, MA 
02740; telephone: (508) 991–6279. 

Council address: New England 
Fishery Management Council, 50 Water 
Street, Mill 2, Newburyport, MA 01950. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Paul 
J. Howard, Exec utive Director, New 
England Fishery Management Council; 
telephone: (978) 465–0492. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 
Amendment 13 to the Northeast 
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