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Adoption of the Amendment 

� Accordingly, under the authority 
delegated to me by the Administrator, 
the Federal Aviation Administration 
amends part 39 of the Federal Aviation 
Regulations (14 CFR part 39) as follows: 

PART 39—AIRWORTHINESS 
DIRECTIVES 

� 1. The authority citation for part 39 
continues to read as follows: 

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40113, 44701. 

§ 39.13 [Amended] 

� 2. FAA amends § 39.13 by adding a 
new AD to read as follows: 

2007–21–02 Raytheon Aircraft Company: 
Amendment 39–15220; Docket No. 
FAA–2005–21175; Directorate Identifier 
2005–CE–24–AD. 

Effective Date 

(a) This AD becomes effective on 
November 15, 2007. 

Affected ADs 

(b) None. 

Applicability 

(c) This AD applies to Models 58P and 
58TC airplanes, with the following serial 
numbers: TJ–177, TJ–178, TJ–180, TJ–211, 
TJ–213, TJ–247, TJ–284, TJ–285, TJ–289, TJ– 
290, TJ–314, TJ–322, TJ–367, TJ–368, TJ–370, 
TJ–371, TJ–425, TJ–426, TJ–433, TJ–442, and 
TK–33, that are certificated in any category. 
These airplanes were used as lead airplanes 

by the United States Forest Service for 
firefighting missions. 

Unsafe Condition 

(d) This AD is the result of the FAA’s 
analysis and determination that the 
operational history and usage of the affected 
airplanes requires a reduction in the 
structural life limit to 4,500 hours time-in- 
service (TIS) for the airframe (wing, fuselage, 
empennage, and associated structure). The 
actions specified in this AD are intended to 
prevent structural failure of the airframe 
(wing, fuselage, empennage, or associated 
structure) based on the operational history 
and usage of the affected airplanes. Such 
failure could lead to loss of control. 

Compliance 

(e) To address this problem, you must do 
the following: 

Actions Compliance Procedures 

(1) Insert the Raytheon Model 58P/58PA and 
Model 58TC/58TCA POH/AFM Supplement, 
part number (P/N) 102–590000–67, issued 
January 2005, into the Limitations Section of 
pilot’s operating handbook (POH)/airplane 
flight manual (AFM) (P/N 102–590000–41 or 
106–590000–5). The POH/AFM Supplement 
limits the structural fatigue life of the airframe 
(wing, fuselage, empennage, and associated 
structure) to 4,500 hours TIS.

Upon the accumulation of 4,500 hours TIS on 
the airframe (wing, fuselage, empennage, 
or associated structure) or before further 
flight after November 15, 2007 (the effective 
date of this AD), whichever occurs later, un-
less already done.

Any person holding at least a private pilot cer-
tificate as authorized by section 43.7 of the 
Federal Aviation Regulations (14 CFR 43.7) 
may modify the POH/AFM as specified in 
paragraph (e)(1) of this AD. Make an entry 
into the aircraft records showing compliance 
with this portion of the AD following section 
43.9 of the Federal Aviation Regulations 
(14 CFR 43.9). 

(2) Do not operate any Models 58P and 58TC 
airplanes (with any serial number noted in 
paragraph (c) of this AD) upon the accumula-
tion of 4,500 hours TIS on the airframe (wing, 
fuselage, empennage, or associated struc-
ture) or before further flight, whichever occurs 
later.

As of November 15, 2007 (the effective date 
of this AD).

Not Applicable. 

Note 1: 14 CFR 43.10 requires anyone who 
removes a life-limited part from an airplane 
to ensure that the part is controlled using one 
of the methods in paragraph (c) of the 
regulation. This includes a recordkeeping 
system, tag or record attached to part, non- 
permanent marking, permanent marking, 
segregation, mutilation, or other methods. 
This AD establishes the structural life limit 
of the affected airplanes. Anyone removing 
the life-limited airframe (wing, fuselage, 
empennage, and associated structure) from 
one of the affected airplanes is obligated by 
14 CFR 43.10 to control the part once it is 
removed. 

Note 2: Although aircraft used in public 
operations are generally exempt from 
compliance with the Federal Aviation 
Regulations, the safety implications of the 
structural fatigue life (4,500 hours TIS) of the 
airframe are serious. Therefore, we strongly 
recommend operators of public-use-only 
aircraft comply with the structural fatigue life 
(4,500 hours TIS) of the airframe. 

Alternative Methods of Compliance 
(AMOCs) 

(f) The Manager, Wichita Aircraft 
Certification Office (ACO), FAA, has the 
authority to approve AMOCs for this AD, if 
requested using the procedures found in 14 
CFR 39.19. Send information to ATTN: Steve 

Potter, Aerospace Engineer, 1801 Airport 
Road, Room 100, Wichita, Kansas 67209; 
telephone: (316) 946–4124; fax: (316) 946– 
4107. Before using any approved AMOC on 
any airplane to which the AMOC applies, 
notify your appropriate principal inspector 
(PI) in the FAA Flight Standards District 
Office (FSDO), or lacking a PI, your local 
FSDO. 

Related Information 

(g) You may obtain the service information 
referenced in this AD from Hawker 
Beechcraft Corporation, P.O. Box 85, Wichita, 
Kansas 67201–0085; telephone: (800) 429– 
5372 or (316) 676–3140. To view the AD 
docket, go to U.S. Department of 
Transportation, Docket Operations, M–30, 
West Building Ground Floor, Room W12– 
140, 1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE., 
Washington, DC 20590, or on the Internet at 
http://dms.dot.gov. The docket number is 
FAA–2005–21175; Directorate Identifier 
2005–CE–24–AD. 

Issued in Kansas City, Missouri, on 
October 3, 2007. 
David R. Showers, 
Acting Manager, Small Airplane Directorate, 
Aircraft Certification Service. 
[FR Doc. E7–19888 Filed 10–10–07; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4910–13–P 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Federal Aviation Administration 

14 CFR Part 39 

[Docket No. FAA–2005–23500; Directorate 
Identifier 2005–NE–46–AD; Amendment 39– 
15223; AD 2007–21–05] 

RIN 2120–AA64 

Airworthiness Directives; International 
Aero Engines (IAE) V2500 Series 
Turbofan Engines 

AGENCY: Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA), Department of 
Transportation (DOT). 
ACTION: Final rule. 

SUMMARY: The FAA is adopting a new 
airworthiness directive (AD) for 
International Aero Engines (IAE) V2500 
series turbofan engines. This AD 
requires repetitive monitoring of N2 
vibration on all IAE V2500 series 
engines to identify engines that might 
have a cracked high pressure turbine 
(HPT) stage 2 air seal. This AD results 
from a report that HPT stage 2 air seals 

VerDate Aug<31>2005 14:49 Oct 10, 2007 Jkt 211001 PO 00000 Frm 00016 Fmt 4700 Sfmt 4700 E:\FR\FM\11OCR1.SGM 11OCR1eb
en

th
al

l o
n 

P
R

O
D

P
C

61
 w

ith
 R

U
LE

S



57855 Federal Register / Vol. 72, No. 196 / Thursday, October 11, 2007 / Rules and Regulations 

have developed cracks. We are issuing 
this AD to prevent uncontained failure 
of the HPT stage 2 air seal. 
DATES: This AD becomes effective 
November 15, 2007. The Director of the 
Federal Register approved the 
incorporation by reference of certain 
publications listed in the regulations as 
of November 15, 2007. 
ADDRESSES: You can get the service 
information identified in this AD from 
International Aero Engines AG, 400 
Main Street, East Hartford, CT 06108; 
telephone: (860) 565–5515; fax: (860) 
565–5510. 

The Docket Operations office is 
located at U.S. Department of 
Transportation, Docket Operations, 
West Building, Ground Floor, Room 
W12–140, 1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE., 
Washington, DC 20590–0001. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
James Rosa, Aerospace Engineer, Engine 
Certification Office, FAA, Engine and 
Propeller Directorate, 12 New England 
Executive Park, Burlington, MA 01803; 
telephone (781) 238–7152; fax (781) 
238–7199. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The FAA 
proposed to amend 14 CFR part 39 with 
a proposed AD. The proposed AD 
applies to IAE V2500 series turbofan 
engines. We published the proposed AD 
in the Federal Register on June 2, 2006 
(71 FR 31978). That action proposed to 
require repetitive monitoring of N2 
vibration on all IAE V2500 series 
engines to identify engines that might 
have a cracked HPT stage 2 air seal and 
to replace the seal as required. 

Examining the AD Docket 
You may examine the AD docket on 

the Internet at http:// 
www.regulations.gov; or in person at the 
Docket Operations office between 9 a.m. 
and 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, 
except Federal holidays. The AD docket 
contains this AD, the regulatory 
evaluation, any comments received, and 
other information. The street address for 
the Docket Operations office (telephone 
(800) 647–5527) is provided in the 
ADDRESSES section. Comments will be 
available in the AD docket shortly after 
receipt. 

We provided the public the 
opportunity to participate in the 
development of this AD. We have 
considered the comments received. 

Comments 

Parts To Be Monitored and Replaced 
The Modification and Replacement 

Parts Association states that the 
proposed AD does not list the part 
number(s) of seals requiring monitoring 
and replacement. We agree. To date, the 

following part numbers have failed: 
2A3179, 2A3185, and 2A3425. 
However, all old design HPT stage 2 
seals are subject to failure and should be 
vibration monitored and removed as 
required. We included a complete list of 
HPT stage 2 air seal part numbers in 
paragraph (c) of this AD. 

Trend Slope 

The Air Transport Association and 
Delta Airlines state that we should 
better define the methodology for 
monitoring and determining trend 
slope. We disagree. Although these 
requirements are complex, they can be 
completed by trained personnel. We did 
not change the AD. 

Tracking Compliance 

Delta Airlines states that we should 
provide guidance for tracking 
compliance with this AD, as current 
instructions are inadequate. We 
disagree. Operators should establish a 
system for showing compliance to this 
AD if they do not already have such a 
system. We did not change the AD. 

Terminating Action 

Delta Airlines also states that we 
should include terminating action for 
the AD so they can estimate costs. We 
disagree. Terminating action is not 
currently available for the model 
V2500–A1 engine. Further, we discuss 
costs in the Costs of Compliance section 
of the AD. We did not change the AD. 

Vibration Trend Monitoring 

Japan Airlines International states that 
vibration trend monitoring is not 
appropriate for an AD. The airline states 
that, because of the complex and 
subjective nature of vibration trend 
monitoring, accurate measurements are 
not possible. Therefore, trend 
monitoring is appropriate as a 
supplemental, nonmandatory activity 
only. We disagree. Vibration trend 
monitoring is successful in detecting 
cracked HPT seals. Although results are 
somewhat subjective, the system is the 
most practical way to prevent an unsafe 
condition due to cracked HPT seals. We 
did not change the AD. 

Japan Airlines International also 
states that industry needs a ground 
system to monitor vibration trends. We 
agree that a system to hold collected 
data and calculate trends as they occur 
is needed, however, defining 
requirements for that system is beyond 
the scope of this AD. 

United Airlines states that we should 
permit vibration data averaging and 
smoothing. They state that not allowing 
averaging will increase the chances of 
false alerts. We disagree. Experience 

indicates that averaging or smoothing 
might mask evidence of a badly cracked 
seal before a piece becomes liberated. 
We did not change the AD. 

Clarify Service Bulletin Instructions 

Japan Airlines International states that 
we should clarify International Aero 
Engines service bulletin (SB) 
instructions regarding how gaps allowed 
by the Mandatory Minimum Equipment 
List (MMEL) effect data. MMEL allows 
a 10-day down time for the vibration 
trend monitoring system. We disagree. 
IAE service instructions allow a down 
time of 50 cycles, approximately 10 
days for most operators. If operators 
require more time, they may request an 
AMOC. We did not change the AD. 

Manufacturer’s Suggestions 
IAE suggests the following: 
• Include the latest SB revisions in 

the final rule. We agree and 
incorporated by reference the 
accomplishment instructions of the 
latest IAE SB revisions in the final rule. 
Operators who have followed earlier 
SBs will receive credit for doing so. 

• Correct the Discussion section 
regarding an incorrectly identified 
model from V2528–D to V2528–D5. We 
agree that the Discussion section should 
have specified the correct models, 
however, that discussion remained 
accurate for the engines subject to the 
AD. We did not change the AD because 
the Preamble of the NPRM is not 
included in the final rule. 

• Include the Airbus A321 in the 
Applicability section. We agree. We 
have added the airplane model to the 
Applicability section. 

• Reword the Compliance section to 
maintain consistent safety requirements. 
We agree, and included paragraphs 
(h)(4) and (j)(4) in the AD. These 
paragraphs now indicate that if a 
through crack is found in the front fillet 
radius of the HPT stage 2 air seal, the 
following must also be removed: For 
model V2500–A1/A5/D5 engines, 
remove the HPT stage 1 disk and HPT 
rear air seals; and for model V2500–A1 
engines, also remove the HPT stage 2 
disk. 

• List only SB V2500–ENG–72–502, 
Revision 1, dated March 15, 2006, under 
Removal of HPT Stage 2 Air Seals at 
Opportunity. We agree, and removed 
IAE SB V2500–ENG–72–0500 and IAE 
SB V2500–ENG–72–0501, which refer to 
vibration monitoring, from this section. 

Conclusion 
We have carefully reviewed the 

available data, including the comments 
received, and determined that air safety 
and the public interest require adopting 
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the AD with the changes described 
previously. We have determined that 
these changes will neither increase the 
economic burden on any operator nor 
increase the scope of the AD. 

Costs of Compliance 

We estimate that this AD will affect 
1,022 engines installed on airplanes of 
U.S. registry. We also estimate that it 
would take about 2 work-hours per 
engine to perform the actions, and that 
the average labor rate is $80 per work- 
hour. Required parts would cost about 
$97,040 per engine. Based on these 
figures, we estimate the total cost of the 
AD to U.S. operators to be $99,338,400. 

Authority for This Rulemaking 

Title 49 of the United States Code 
specifies the FAA’s authority to issue 
rules on aviation safety. Subtitle I, 
Section 106, describes the authority of 
the FAA Administrator. Subtitle VII, 
Aviation Programs, describes in more 
detail the scope of the Agency’s 
authority. 

We are issuing this rulemaking under 
the authority described in Subtitle VII, 
Part A, Subpart III, Section 44701, 
‘‘General requirements.’’ Under that 
section, Congress charges the FAA with 
promoting safe flight of civil aircraft in 
air commerce by prescribing regulations 
for practices, methods, and procedures 
the Administrator finds necessary for 
safety in air commerce. This regulation 
is within the scope of that authority 
because it addresses an unsafe condition 
that is likely to exist or develop on 
products identified in this rulemaking 
action. 

Regulatory Findings 

We have determined that this AD will 
not have federalism implications under 
Executive Order 13132. This AD will 
not have a substantial direct effect on 
the States, on the relationship between 
the national government and the States, 
or on the distribution of power and 
responsibilities among the various 
levels of government. 

For the reasons discussed above, I 
certify that this AD: 

(1) Is not a ‘‘significant regulatory 
action’’ under Executive Order 12866; 

(2) Is not a ‘‘significant rule’’ under 
DOT Regulatory Policies and Procedures 
(44 FR 11034, February 26, 1979); and 

(3) Will not have a significant 
economic impact, positive or negative, 
on a substantial number of small entities 
under the criteria of the Regulatory 
Flexibility Act. 

We prepared a summary of the costs 
to comply with this AD and placed it in 
the AD Docket. You may get a copy of 

this summary at the address listed 
under ADDRESSES. 

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 39 
Air transportation, Aircraft, Aviation 

safety, Incorporation by reference, 
Safety. 

Adoption of the Amendment 

� Accordingly, under the authority 
delegated to me by the Administrator, 
the Federal Aviation Administration 
amends 14 CFR part 39 as follows: 

PART 39—AIRWORTHINESS 
DIRECTIVES 

� 1. The authority citation for part 39 
continues to read as follows: 

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40113, 44701. 

§ 39.13 [Amended] 

� 2. The FAA amends § 39.13 by adding 
the following new airworthiness 
directive: 
2007–21–05 International Aero Engines: 

Amendment 39–15223. Docket No. 
FAA–2005–23500; Directorate Identifier 
2005–NE–46–AD. 

Effective Date 
(a) This airworthiness directive (AD) 

becomes effective November 15, 2007. 

Affected ADs 
(b) None. 

Applicability 
(c) This AD applies to International Aero 

Engines (IAE) model V2500–A1, V2522–A5, 
V2524–A5, V2527–A5, V2527E–A5, 
V2527M–A5, V2530–A5, V2533–A5, V2525– 
D5, and V2528–D5 turbofan engines with 
high pressure turbine (HPT) stage 2 air seals, 
part numbers (P/Ns) 2A0487, 2A1159, 
2A1160, 2A3108, 2A3179, 2A3185, 2A3425, 
and 2A3596, installed. These engines are 
installed on, but not limited to, Airbus A319, 
A320, A321, and Boeing MD–90 airplanes. 

Unsafe Condition 
(d) This AD results from a report that HPT 

stage 2 air seals have developed cracks. We 
are issuing this AD to prevent uncontained 
failure of the HPT stage 2 air seal. 

Compliance 
(e) You are responsible for having the 

actions required by this AD performed within 
the compliance times specified unless the 
actions have already been done. 

Monitoring N2 Vibration on All IAE Model 
V2500–A1 and V2522–A5, V2524–A5, 
V2527–A5, V2527E–A5, V2527M–A5, V2530– 
A5, and V2533–A5 Engines 

(f) For IAE model V2530–A5 and V2533– 
A5 engines operated at 30,000 or 33,000 
pounds of thrust, or for model V2522–A5, 
V2524–A5, V2527–A5, V2527E–A5, and 
V2527M–A5 engines that have ever operated 
in the 30,000 or 33,000 pound thrust range, 
begin monitoring for N2 vibration trend if the 
HPT stage 2 air seal reaches 4,000 cycles- 
since-new (CSN) or more. 

(g) For IAE model V2500–A1 and V2522– 
A5, V2524–A5, V2527–A5, V2527E–A5, and 
V2527M–A5 engines operated below 30,000 
pounds of thrust, begin monitoring for N2 
vibration trend if the HPT stage 2 air seal 
reaches 6,000 CSN. 

(h) Monitor N2 vibration trend of each 
engine for every 100 to 150 cycles of engine 
operation as follows: 

(1) Use the Accomplishment Instructions 
of IAE Service Bulletin (SB) V2500–ENG–72– 
0500, Revision 1, dated July 14, 2006, to 
gather and monitor steady-state cruise N2 
vibration data. 

(2) For a trend that has a slope of 0.001 
units per cycle or greater and less than 0.003 
units per cycle, remove the seal 250 cycles 
from the point at which the slope begins to 
increase and do not reinstall it in any V2500 
engine. 

(3) For a trend that has a slope of 0.003 
units per cycle or greater, remove the seal in 
10 cycles and do not reinstall it in any V2500 
engine. 

(4) If a through crack is found in the front 
fillet radius of the HPT stage 2 air seal, 
remove the following: 

(i) For the A1 model engine, remove the 
HPT stage 1 and 2 disks and HPT stage 1 rear 
air seals (64 per engine) and do not reinstall 
them in any V2500 engine. 

(ii) For all A5 engine models, remove the 
HPT stage 1 disk and the HPT stage 1 rear 
air seals (64 per engine) and do not reinstall 
them in any V2500 engine. 

(5) Use Section 3, Accomplishment 
Instructions, of IAE SB V2500–ENG–72– 
0502, Revision 1, dated March 15, 2006, for 
removal procedures. 

Monitoring N2 Vibration on All IAE Model 
V2525–D5 and V2528–D5 Engines 

(i) For all IAE model V2500–D5 series 
engines, begin monitoring for N2 vibration 
trend if the HPT stage 2 air seal reaches 6,000 
CSN or more. 

(j) Monitor N2 vibration trend of each 
engine for every 100 to 150 cycles of engine 
operation as follows: 

(1) Use Section 3, Accomplishment 
Instructions, of IAE SB V2500–ENG–72– 
0501, Revision 1, dated July 14, 2006, to 
gather and monitor the steady-state cruise N2 
vibration data. 

(2) If an increasing trend that has a slope 
of 0.0007 units per cycle or greater, and less 
than 0.002 units per cycle is observed, 
remove the HPT stage 2 air seal within 250 
cycles from the point at which the slope 
begins to increase and do not reinstall it in 
any V2500 engine. 

(3) If an increasing trend that has a slope 
of 0.002 units per cycle or greater is 
observed, remove the HPT stage 2 air seal 
within 10 cycles and do not reinstall it in any 
V2500 engine. 

(4) If a through crack is found in the front 
fillet radius of the HPT stage 2 air seal of D5 
model engines, remove the HPT stage 1 disk 
and HPT rear air seals (64 per engine) and 
do not reinstall them in any V2500 engine. 

(5) Use Section 3, Accomplishment 
Instructions, of IAE SB V2500–ENG–72– 
0502, dated March 15, 2006, for removal 
procedures. 
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Removal of HPT Stage 2 Air Seals at 
Opportunity 

(k) For all engines, when the HPT stage 2 
air seal reaches 2,000 CSN, remove the HPT 
stage 2 air seal at the next separation of the 
HPT stage 1 and 2 rotors and do not reinstall 
it in any V2500 engine. 

Definition 

(l) For the purposes of this AD, ‘‘At 
Opportunity’’ is defined as when the engine 
is disassembled, the HPT stage 2 seal is 
exposed, and the HPT stage 1 and 2 rotors 
are separated after 2,000 CSN. 

(m) The Accomplishment Instructions of 
IAE SB V2500–ENG–72–0502, Revision 1, 
dated March 15, 2006, provide information 
on removing the HPT stage 2 air seal. 

Alternative Methods of Compliance 

(n) The Manager, Engine Certification 
Office, has the authority to approve 
alternative methods of compliance for this 
AD if requested using the procedures found 
in 14 CFR 39.19. 

Related Information 

(o) Contact James Rosa, Aerospace 
Engineer, Engine Certification Office, FAA, 
Engine and Propeller Directorate, 12 New 
England Executive Park, Burlington, MA 
01803; e-mail: james.rosa@faa.gov, telephone 
(781) 238–7152; fax (781) 238–7199, for more 
information about this AD. 

Material Incorporated by Reference 

(p) You must use the Accomplishment 
Instructions (Section 3.) of International Aero 
Engines (IAE) Service Bulletin (SB) V2500– 
ENG–72–0500, Revision 1, dated July 14, 
2006; IAE SB V2500–ENG–72–0501, Revision 
1, dated July 14, 2006; or IAE SB V2500– 
ENG–72–0502, Revision 1, dated March 15, 
2006, to perform the actions required by this 
AD. The Director of the Federal Register 
approved the incorporation by reference of 
these service bulletins in accordance with 5 
U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 CFR part 51. Contact 
International Aero Engines AG, 400 Main 
Street, East Hartford, CT 06108; telephone: 
(860) 565–5515; fax: (860) 565–5510 for a 
copy of this service information. You may 
review copies at the FAA, New England 
Region, 12 New England Executive Park, 
Burlington, MA; or at the National Archives 
and Records Administration (NARA). For 
information on the availability of this 
material at NARA, call 202–741–6030, or go 
to: http://www.archives.gov/federal-register/ 
cfr/ibr-locations.html. 

Issued in Burlington, Massachusetts, on 
October 2, 2007. 

Peter A. White, 
Acting Manager, Engine and Propeller 
Directorate, Aircraft Certification Service. 
[FR Doc. E7–19924 Filed 10–10–07; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4910–13–P 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

22 CFR Part 171 

[Public Notice 5955] 

RIN 1400–AC25 

Search Fees in Freedom of Information 
Act Cases 

AGENCY: State Department. 
ACTION: Final rule. 

SUMMARY: This rule makes final the 
Department’s proposed rule published 
on June 20, 2007. The rule revises the 
regulations on fees to be charged for 
searching for information responsive to 
requests made under the Freedom of 
Information Act. The existing 
regulations proved to be unworkable, 
particularly in terms of ascertaining the 
costs of electronic searches. 
DATES: Effective Date: This rule is 
effective October 11, 2007. 
ADDRESSES: Persons having questions 
with respect to these regulations should 
address such questions to: Margaret P. 
Grafeld, Director, Office of Information 
Programs and Services, (202) 261–8300, 
U.S. Department of State, SA–2, 515 
22nd St., NW., Washington, DC 20522– 
6001; FAX: 202–261–8590. E-mail 
GrafeldMP@state.gov. Persons with 
access to the Internet may view this rule 
online at http://www.regulations.gov/ 
index.cfm. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Margaret P. Grafeld, Director, Office of 
Information Programs and Services, 
(202) 261–8300, U.S. Department of 
State, SA–2, 515 22nd St., NW., 
Washington, DC 20522–6001; FAX: 
202–261–8590. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
Department’s proposed rule was 
published as Public Notice 5835 at 72 
FR 33932–33933 on June 20, 2007 with 
a 90-day comment period. The 
Department received one comment 
discussed under Analysis of Comments. 
Although the current version of the 
search fee provision was promulgated in 
2004, based largely on previous long- 
standing regulations, experience has 
shown that the previous, as well as the 
current, regulation could not, in fact, be 
given full effect because the cost of 
computer searches could not be fully 
ascertained and because of the 
difficulties in determining the salary 
costs attributable to individuals doing 
manual searches, particularly at 
overseas posts where Foreign Service 
Nationals have a different and more 
frequently changing pay scale. By using 
average salary costs of the categories of 
individuals involved in a search (i.e., 

clerical, professional, executive) instead 
of the actual salary of each such 
individual, the proposed revision will 
permit computer calculation of the fees 
that should be as accurate as the current 
method and should not result in any 
substantial increase or diminution of 
search fees charged or collected. 

Analysis of Comments: The proposed 
rule was published for comments on 
June 20, 2007. The comment period 
closed September 18, 2007. The one 
public comment received by the 
Department recommends that in 
calculating the salary rates for those 
performing the searches, all employee 
benefits they receive be included. To the 
extent it is possible to quantify such 
benefits, the Department plans to 
include them in the calculation of the 
salary rates of those performing the 
searches. 

Regulatory Findings 
Administrative Procedure Act. The 

Department is publishing this regulation 
as a final rule after it was published as 
a proposed rule June 20, 2007. 

Regulatory Flexibility Act. The 
Department, in accordance with the 
Regulatory Flexibility Act (5 U.S.C. 
605(b)), has reviewed this rule and, by 
approving it, certifies that this rule will 
not have significant economic impact on 
a substantial number of small entities. 

Unfunded Mandates Act of 1995. This 
rule will not result in the expenditure 
by State, local, and tribal governments, 
in the aggregate, or by the private sector, 
of 100 million or more in any year, and 
it will not significantly or uniquely 
affect small governments. Therefore, no 
actions are deemed necessary under the 
provisions of the Unfunded Mandates 
Reform Act of 1995. 

Small Business Regulatory 
Enforcement Fairness Act of 1996. This 
rule is not a major rule as defined by 
section 804 of the Small Business 
Regulatory Enforcement Act of 1996. 
This rule will not result in an annual 
effect on the economy of 100 million or 
more; a major increase in costs or prices; 
or significant adverse effects on 
competition, employment, investment, 
productivity, innovation, or on the 
ability of United States-based 
companies to compete with foreign 
based companies in domestic and 
import markets. 

Executive Order 12866. The 
Department does not consider this rule 
to be a ‘‘significant regulatory action’’ 
under Executive Order 12866, section 
3(f), Regulatory Planning and Review. In 
addition, the Department is exempt 
from Executive Order 12866 except to 
the extent that it is promulgating 
regulations in conjunction with a 
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