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and the Southern Tier. CP will continue
to operate over these segments.

Applicants state that the proposed
project will not disrupt service to
shippers as CP and NYS&W will
continue to have access to the
Binghamton terminal area. Additionally,
applicants state that the proposed
project will not involve an expansion of
service by CP or NYS&W into new
territory, or alter the existing
competitive situation.

The Board will exercise jurisdiction
over the abandonment, construction, or
sale components of a relocation project,
and require separate approval or
exemption, only where the removal of
track affects service to shippers or the
construction of new track or transfer of
existing track involves expansion into
new territory. See City of Detroit v.
Canadian National Ry. Co., etal., 9
1.C.C.2d 1208 (1993), aff’'d sub nom.
Detroit/Wayne County Port Authority v.
ICC, 59 F.3d 1314 (D.C. Cir. 1995), Flats
Industrial Railroad Company and
Norfolk Southern Railway Company—
Joint Relocation Project Exemption—in
Cleveland, OH, STB Finance Docket No.
34108 (STB served Nov. 15, 2001). Line
relocation projects may embrace
trackage rights transactions such as
those involved here. See D.T.&l.R.—
Trackage Rights, 363 I.C.C. 878 (1981).
Under these standards, the sale and
incidental trackage rights components
require no separate approval or
exemption when the relocation project,
as here, will not disrupt service to
shippers and thus qualifies for the class
exemption at 49 CFR 1180.2(d)(5).

As a condition to this exemption, any
employees affected by the trackage
rights will be protected by the
conditions imposed in Norfolk and
Western Ry. Co.—Trackage Rights—BN,
354 1.C.C. 605 (1978), as modified in
Mendocino Coast Ry., Inc.—Lease and
Operate, 360 I.C.C. 653 (1980).

The earliest this transaction may be
consummated is the December 19, 2008
effective date of the exemption (30 days
after the exemption was filed).

If the verified notice contains false or
misleading information, the exemption
is void ab initio. Petitions to revoke the
exemption under 49 U.S.C. 10502(d)
may be filed at any time. The filing of
a petition to revoke will not
automatically stay the transaction.
Petitions for stay must be filed no later
than December 12, 2008 (at least 7 days
before the exemption becomes
effective).

An original and 10 copies of all
pleadings, referring to STB Finance
Docket No. 35197, must be filed with
the Surface Transportation Board, 395 E
Street, SW., Washington, DC 20423

0001. In addition, a copy of each
pleading must be served on applicants’
representatives: W. Karl Hansen,
Leonard, Street and Deinard
Professional Association, 150 South
Fifth Street, Suite 2300, Minneapolis,
MN 55402, and Nathan Fenno, The New
York, Susquehanna and Western
Railway Corporation, 1 Railroad
Avenue, Cooperstown, NY 13326.

Board decisions and notices are
available on our Web site at http://
www.stb.dot.gov.

Decided: December 1, 2008.

By the Board, David M. Konschnik,
Director, Office of Proceedings.

Kulunie L. Cannon,

Clearance Clerk.

[FR Doc. E8-28798 Filed 12—4-08; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4915-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

Financial Crimes Enforcement
Network; Proposed Collection;
Comment Request; Suspicious Activity
Report by the Securities and Futures
Industry

AGENCY: Financial Crimes Enforcement
Network (“FIinCEN”), Treasury.

ACTION: Notice and request for
comments.

SUMMARY: FinCEN invites comment on a
renewal without change of an
information collection contained in the
form, “*Suspicious Activity Report by
the Securities and Futures Industry
(SAR-SF).” The form will be used by
the securities and futures industry to
report suspicious activity to the
Department of the Treasury. This
request for comments also covers 31
CFR 103.17 and 31 CFR 103.19. This
request for comments is being made
pursuant to the Paperwork Reduction
Act of 1995, Public Law 104-13, 44
U.S.C. 3506(c)(2)(A).

DATES: Written comments are welcome
and must be received on or before
February 3, 2009.

ADDRESSES: Written comments should
be submitted to: Regulatory Policy and
Programs Division, Financial Crimes
Enforcement Network, Department of
the Treasury, P.O. Box 39, Vienna,
Virginia 22183, Attention: PRA
Comments—SAR-Securities and
Futures Industry Form. Comments also
may be submitted by electronic mail to
the following Internet address:
regcomments@fincen.treas.gov, again
with a caption, in the body of the text,
“Attention: PRA Comments—SAR—
Securities and Futures Industry Form.”

Inspection of comments. Comments
may be inspected, between 10 a.m. and
4 p.m., in the FinCEN reading room in
Vienna, VA. Persons wishing to inspect
the comments submitted must request
an appointment with the Disclosure
Officer by telephoning (703) 905-5034
(not a toll free call).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: The
FinCEN Regulatory Helpline at 800—
949-2732, select option 3.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Title:
Suspicious Activity Report by the
Securities and Futures Industry (SAR-
SF), 31 CFR 103.17, and 31 CFR 103.19.

OMB Number: 1506—0019.

Form Number: FinCEN Form 101.

Abstract: The statute generally
referred to as the ““‘Bank Secrecy Act,”
Titles | and Il of Public Law 91-508, as
amended, codified at 12 U.S.C. 1829b,
12 U.S.C. 1951-1959, and 31 U.S.C.
5311-5332, authorizes the Secretary of
the Treasury, inter alia, to require
financial institutions to keep records
and file reports that are determined to
have a high degree of usefulness in
criminal, tax, and regulatory matters, or
in the conduct of intelligence or
counter-intelligence activities, to protect
against international terrorism, and to
implement counter-money laundering
programs and compliance procedures.®
Regulations implementing Title Il of the
Bank Secrecy Act appear at 31 CFR Part
103. The authority of the Secretary to
administer the Bank Secrecy Act has
been delegated to the Director of
FinCEN.

The Secretary of the Treasury was
granted authority in 1992, with the
enactment of 31 U.S.C. 5318(g), to
require financial institutions to report
suspicious transactions. On July 1, 2002,
FinCEN issued a final rule requiring
brokers or dealers in securities (“‘broker-
dealers™) to report suspicious
transactions (‘‘Broker-Dealer SAR rule”),
(67 FR 44048). The final Broker-Dealer
SAR rule can also be found at 31 CFR
103.19. On August 5, 2002, FinCEN
issued a final rule requiring futures
commission merchants and introducing
brokers in commodities to report
suspicious transactions (““FCM SAR
rule”), (67 FR 50751). The final FCM
SAR rule can also be found at 31 CFR
103.17.

The information collected on the form
is required to be provided pursuant to
31 U.S.C. 5318(g), 31 CFR 103.17 and 31

1L anguage expanding the scope of the Bank
Secrecy Act to intelligence or counter-intelligence
activities to protect against international terrorism
was added by Section 358 of the Uniting and
Strengthening America by Providing Appropriate
Tools Required to Intercept and Obstruct Terrorism
Act of 2001 (the “USA PATRIOT Act”), Public Law
107-56.
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CFR 103.19. This information will be
made available, in accordance with
strict safeguards, to appropriate criminal
law enforcement and regulatory
personnel, and to the registered
securities associations and national
securities exchanges (so-called self-
regulatory organizations) for use in
official performance of their duties, for
regulatory purposes and in
investigations and proceedings
involving domestic and international
money laundering, terrorist financing,
tax violations, fraud, and other financial
crimes.

Broker-dealers, futures commission
merchants, and introducing brokers in
commodities required to report
suspicious transactions, or reporting
such transactions voluntarily, will be
subject to the protection from liability
contained in 31 U.S.C. 5318(g)(3) and to
the prohibition contained in 31 U.S.C.
5318(g)(2) against notifying any person
involved in the transaction that a
suspicious activity report has been filed.

The current SAR-SF may be reviewed
at http://www.fincen.gov/forms/files/
fin101_sar-sf.pdf.

Type of Review: Renewal without
change of a currently approved
information collection.

Affected public: Business or other for-
profit institutions.

Frequency: As required.

Estimated Reporting Burden: Average
of 60 minutes per response. (The
reporting burden of the regulations (31
CFR 103.17 and 103.19) is reflected in
the burden for the form.)

Estimated Recordkeeping Burden for
31 CFR 103.17 or 31 CFR 103.19: 2
hours.

Estimated number of respondents =
8,300.

Estimated Total Annual Responses =
15,500.

Estimated Total Annual Reporting
and Recordkeeping Burden: 46,500
hours.

An agency may not conduct or
sponsor, and a person is not required to
respond to, a collection of information
unless the collection of information
displays a valid OMB control number.
Records required to be retained under
the Bank Secrecy Act must be retained
for five years.

Request for Comments:

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the request for OMB
approval. All comments will become a
matter of public record. Comments are
invited on: (a) Whether the collection of
information is necessary for the proper
performance of the functions of the
agency, including whether the
information shall have practical utility;

(b) the accuracy of the agency’s estimate
of the burden of the collection of
information; (c) ways to enhance the
quality, utility, and clarity of the
information to be collected: (d) ways to
minimize the burden of the collection of
information on respondents, including
through the use of automated collection
techniques or other forms of information
technology; and (e) estimates of capital
or start-up costs and costs of operation,
maintenance and purchase of services to
provide information.

Dated: November 25, 2008.
James H. Freis, Jr.,

Director, Financial Crimes Enforcement
Network.

[FR Doc. E8—28804 Filed 12—4-08; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4810-02-P

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS
AFFAIRS

[OMB Control No. 2900-0636]

Agency Information Collection
(Accelerated Payment Verification of
Completion Letter) Activities Under
OMB Review

AGENCY: Veterans Benefits
Administration, Department of Veterans
Affairs.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In compliance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) of 1995
(44 U.S.C. 3501-3521), this notice
announces that the Veterans Benefits
Administration (VBA), Department of
Veterans Affairs, will submit the
collection of information abstracted
below to the Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) for review and comment.
The PRA submission describes the
nature of the information collection and
its expected cost and burden; it includes
the actual data collection instrument.
DATES: Comments must be submitted on
or before January 5, 2009.

ADDRESSES: Submit written comments
on the collection of information through
www.Regulations.gov or to VA’'s OMB
Desk Officer, OMB Human Resources
and Housing Branch, New Executive
Office Building, Room 10235,
Washington, DC 20503 (202) 395-7316.
Please refer to “OMB Control No. 2900-
0636’ in any correspondence.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Denise McLamb, Records Management
Service (005R1B), Department of
Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue,
NW., Washington, DC 20420, (202) 461—
7485, FAX (202) 273-0443 or e-mail
denise.mclamb@mail.va.gov. Please
refer to “OMB Control No. 2900-0636."

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Title: Accelerated Payment
Verification of Completion Letter.

OMB Control Number: 2900-0636.

Type of Review: Extension of a
currently approved collection.

Abstract: Claimants electing to receive
an accelerated payment for educational
assistance allowance must certify they
received such payment and how the
payment was used. The data collected is
used to determine the claimant’s
entitlement to accelerated payment.

An agency may not conduct or
sponsor, and a person is not required to
respond to a collection of information
unless it displays a currently valid OMB
control number. The Federal Register
Notice with a 60-day comment period
soliciting comments on this collection
of information was published on
September 23, 2008, at page 54898.

Affected Public: Individuals or
households.

Estimated Annual Burden: 150 hours.

Estimated Average Burden per
Respondent: 5 minutes.

Frequency of Response: On occasion.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
1,119.

Estimated Annual Responses: 1,798.

Dated: November 25, 2008.
By direction of the Secretary.
Denise McLamb,

Program Analyst, Records Management
Service.

[FR Doc. E8—-28825 Filed 12—4-08; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 8320-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS
AFFAIRS

[OMB Control No. 2900-0003]

Proposed Information Collection
(Application for Burial Benefits)
Activity: Comment Request

AGENCY: Veterans Benefits
Administration, Department of Veterans
Affairs.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Veterans Benefits
Administration (VBA), Department of
Veterans Affairs (VA), is announcing an
opportunity for public comment on the
proposed collection of certain
information by the agency. Under the
Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) of
1995, Federal agencies are required to
publish notice in the Federal Register
concerning each proposed collection of
information, including each proposed
extension of currently approved
collection, and allow 60 days for public
comment in response to the notice. This
notice solicits comments on information
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