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Grade/level Level of education 

GS–7 or Demo Equivalent ....................................................................... Completion of 1 full academic year of graduate level education; or eligi-
bility under the Superior Academic Achievement Provision and com-
pletion of a bachelor’s degree. 

GS–9 or Demo Equivalent ....................................................................... Completion of 2 academic years of graduate level education, or a mas-
ter’s degree or equivalent graduate degree. 

GS–11 or Demo Equivalent ..................................................................... For research positions, completion of all requirements for a master’s or 
equivalent degree. For non-research positions, completion of all re-
quirements for a PhD or equivalent degree. 

One full academic year of undergraduate; 
graduate; technical or high school education 
is the number of credit hours determined by 
the college, university or school to represent 
one year of full-time study. The high school 
curriculum must be approved by a State or 
local governing body. All education beyond 
the high school level must be accredited by 
an accrediting body or organization 
recognized by the U.S. Department of 
Education. 

Special Provisions/or Students with 
Previous Related Education or Experience. 
Previous education and/or experience may be 
evaluated to determine the highest grade 
level/band for which the student is qualified. 

Dated: June 22, 2017. 
Aaron Siegel, 
Alternate OSD Federal Register Liaison 
Officer, Department of Defense. 

[FR Doc. 2017–13487 Filed 6–27–17; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 5001–06–P 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

Corps of Engineers, Department of the 
Army 

Withdrawal of Notice of Intent to 
Prepare an Environmental Impact 
Statement for the Chuitna Coal Mine 
Project, Alaska 

AGENCY: Department of the Army, U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, DoD. 
ACTION: Notice of intent; withdrawal. 

SUMMARY: In accordance with the 
National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA), on January 4, 2011, the Alaska 
District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
(Corps) initiated the Supplemental 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
process to identify and analyze potential 
impacts associated with the proposed 
Chuitna Coal Mine Project to assist in 
evaluating a Department of the Army 
permit application pursuant to Section 
404 of the Clean Water Act and Section 
10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 
1899. On March 30, 2017, the applicant 
announced its decision to suspend 
pursuit of permitting efforts on the 
project. Therefore, the Corps is 
terminating the EIS process, and is 
withdrawing the Notice of Intent 
published in the Tuesday, January 4, 
2011, issue of the Federal Register. 

ADDRESSES: U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, CEPOA–RD, Post Office Box 
6898, JBER, Alaska 99506–0898. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Questions regarding this action can be 
addressed by Jason Berkner, Regulatory 
Division, by telephone: (907) 753–5778 
(toll free from within Alaska: (800) 478– 
2712), by fax: (907) 753–5567, by email: 
Jason.R.Berkner@usace.army.mil, or by 
mail: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
CEPOA–RD, Post Office Box 6898, JBER, 
Alaska 99506–0898. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: PacRim 
Coal, LP, requested Corps authorization, 
under Section 404 of the Clean Water 
Act and Section 10 of the Rivers and 
Harbors Act of 1899, to develop the 
Chuitna Coal Project (Project), which 
was comprised of three components; the 
mine site, the project infrastructure, and 
the marine port. The Project consisted of 
mining a 5,050-acre lease tract with coal 
reserves of approximately 300 million 
tons of sub-bituminous ultra-low sulfur 
coal. The Project, as proposed, would 
have resulted in the discharge of 
dredged and/or fill material into an 
approximate total of 2,550 acres of 
waters of the U.S., including wetlands, 
26 miles of streams, and marine waters. 
Due to the potentially significant 
environmental effects associated with 
the Project, on January 4, 2011, the 
Corps issued a Notice of Intent to 
Prepare an EIS (76 FR 336). The EIS 
would have also assessed issues related 
to the Alaska Surface Coal Mining 
Control and Reclamation Act 
(ASCMCRA) permit, which governs all 
aspects of the coal mining operation and 
infrastructure. On November 2, 2016, 
the Corps administratively withdrew the 
PacRim Coal, LP application for the 
Project pending State of Alaska’s 
completeness determination on the 
ASCMCRA application. A complete 
ASCMCRA application would have 
confirmed availability of the 
information required by the Corps to 
enable informed public comment and 
review of the DA permit application, 
and development of the EIS. On March 
30, 2017, the applicant announced its 
decision to suspend pursuit of 
permitting efforts on the Project. 

Therefore, in accordance with Corps 
regulations at 33 CFR part 230, 
Appendix C(2) and 33 CFR part 325, 
Appendix B(g), the Corps is terminating 
the EIS process, and is withdrawing the 
January 4, 2011, notice of intent to 
prepare an EIS for the proposal. 

Dated: June 19, 2017. 
Sheila Newman, 
Chief, Special Actions Branch. 
[FR Doc. 2017–13505 Filed 6–27–17; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3720–58–P 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Applications for New Awards; 
International Research and Studies 
Program—Research, Studies, and 
Surveys 

AGENCY: Office of Postsecondary 
Education, Department of Education. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of Education 
is issuing a notice inviting applications 
for new awards for fiscal year (FY) 2017 
for the International Research and 
Studies Program, Catalog of Federal 
Domestic Assistance (CFDA) number 
84.017A. 
DATES:

Applications Available: June 28, 2017. 
Deadline for Transmittal of 

Applications: August 14, 2017. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Cheryl E. Gibbs, U.S. Department of 
Education, 400 Maryland Avenue SW., 
Room 3E245, Washington, DC 20202– 
4260. Telephone: (202) 453–5690 or by 
email: cheryl.gibbs@ed.gov. 

If you use a telecommunications 
device for the deaf (TDD) or a text 
telephone (TTY), call the Federal Relay 
Service (FRS), toll free, at 1–800–877– 
8339. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Full Text of Announcement 

I. Funding Opportunity Description 
Purpose of Program: The International 

Research and Studies (IRS) Program 
provides grants to institutions, public 
and private agencies, organizations, and 
individuals to conduct research and 
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