899

Tany Parkins
Fresident

he Laghslative Action Azm of FAMILY JESEARCH COUNCIL

July 14, 2009

Dear Chairman Patrick Leshy and Senate Judiciary Ranking Member Jeff Sessions:

On behalf of FRC Action (FRCA), the legislative arm of the Family Research Council, and
the families we represent, I write to you today with serious reservations regarding the
nomination of Sonia Sotomayor to the United States Supreme Court.

The Senate Judiciary Committee has the importapt role of properly vetting any nominee to
ensure that the nominee has the requisite competence, temperament, character, knowledge of
the faw and experience to make a good jurist. The nominee must be committed to making
decisions based on the law and the facts of each case. Personal ideological predispositions
toward certain results must be set aside, and the nominee must have the ability to faithfully
uphold the Constitution recognizing that it is the supreme law and source of authority for all
American law, including judicial precedents. A review of Ms. Sotomayor’s record shows she
is lacking in many of these qualities.

Senators on the committee need to have Ms. Sotomayor address what exactly she meant by
some of her more controversial statements, why she tried to suppress her ruling in the
Connecticut firefighters’ discrimination case and her seeming disregard for U.S. judicial
sovereignty. Ms. Sotomayor should also describe the extent of her role in the anti-life work at
the Puerto Rican Legal Defense and Education Fund (PRLDEF).

Frotn 1980 to 1992, Judge Sotomayor was an active governing board member of the
PRLDEF where she helped to shape the group’s controversial legal policy. Just one example
of work done while she was there is the brief for Webster v. Reproductive Health Services,
written in 1989, in which the organization called the right to abortion “precious.” Ms.
Sotomayor's troubled history as a jurist, an activist and as an attorney have surfaced
numerous other concerns on sanctity of life issues, on sovereignty matters, marriage
questions and more that makes us question her fitness to serve on our nation’s highest court.

Barring significant revelations at her Senate confirmation hearing that change our assessment
of her judicial philosophy, Family Research Council Action must stand in opposition to
Judge Sotomayor’s confirmation. The available evidence reveals Judge Sotomayor to be a
judicial activist who does not have a proper understanding of the limited role of judges and
the judiciary in our constitutional system.

Sincerely,

Thomas McClusky
Senior Vice President

Cc; U.S. Senate Judiciary members
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