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Former LatinoJustice PRLDEF Board Member
Judge Sonia Sotomayor Nominated to the
U.S. Supreme Court

We congratulate former board member and present Federal Appeals Court
Judge Sonia Sotomayor in being nominated to the U.S. Supreme Court.

The Latinolustice PRLDEF family rejoices and congratulates President Obama
for making the historic decision to nominate the first Latina to the Supreme
Court. The president has not only chosen a well-qualified and respected
judge who will be a great asset to the court and our nation - but with his flrst
opportunity to nominate a Supreme Court Justice, the president brings the
Hispanic community into the exclusive chambers of the highest court in the
fand.

"Sonia is a member of our famlily and spent more than a decade providing
leadership to our organization, sald Cesar Perales, LatinoJustice PRLDEF
President and General Counsel, “"We profited firsthand from her probing mind
as well as her thoughtfulness beyond her extraordinary inteliect. She is a
most practical person who found solutions to complex issues.”

Judge Sotomayor’s nomination comes at a time when the Hispanic
cammunity is at the heart of a number of highly politicized issues and attacks
on our civil liberties. Latinolustice PRLDEF recently has fought battles against
antl-immigration ordinances, a rash of hate crimes against Latinos and
attempts to police the use of Spanish.

As the second largest and fastest growing population In America, with a large
pool of qualified individuals to choose from, it was wholly appropriate for the
president to nominate a Hlspanic.

Aithough Judge Sotomayor has a stellar judicial record, many of her
supporters are expecting a fight from the right and from conservatives.

“"We are prepared to engage those who would unfairly tarnish her
reputation,” Perales said. “The nation needs to know that Latinolustice
PRLDEF will come to her defense.”

The Latino community will be looking to the Senate to proceed with the
confirmation process in a fair and timely manner.
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We expect that senators from both parties should treat Judge Sotomayor
with the respect she deserves, examine her record thoughtfully, and perform
their constitutional duty without undue delay or obstruction.

Latinolustice PRLDEF has organized a Task Force made up of exemplary
lawyers and academics to conduct a review of the nominee’s published
papers and decisions.

Latinolustice PRLDEF, established in 1972, has won landmark civil rights
cases in education, housing, voting, migrant, immigrant, employment and
other civil rights. PRLDEF has fought for the right of non-English speaking
students to get a good education, against housing discrimination In city-

owned apartments, and to open up employment opportunities for all citizens.

11:18 Jun 24, 2010 Jkt 056940 PO 00000 Frm 01022 Fmt6601 Sfmt6601 S\GPO\HEARINGS\56940.TXT SJUD1 PsN: CMORC

56940.609



		Superintendent of Documents
	2010-09-29T12:35:26-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




