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July 9, 2009

Chairman Patrick J. Leahy
Scnate Judiciary Committee
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-6275
. mm“} Chiistakos Ranking Member, Jeff Sessions
Senate Judiciary Committee
152 Dirksen Senate QOffice Building
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Hamiton b *Phi” Fox. i1 Dear Senators Leahy and Sessions:

Execative Divector
Bashaia R Arowane

As the Co-Chairs of the Lawyers” Committee for Civil Rights Under Law, we
submit the attached Statement in Support of the nomination of Judge Sonia Sotomayor
as an Associate Justice of the United States Supreme Court. This Statement is
presented on behalf of our organization and with the particular support of the identified
Kunker individual members of the Board of Directors and Trustees, who have joined to

Northeastern Region

. ¢ sl highlight their commitment to the Lawyers’ Committee’s position.
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o We also enclose an 81 page Report analyzing Judge Sotomayor’s record
et B Pevau pertaining to constitutional interpretation and civil rights, issues which are of paramount
Southrustrrn Region importance to the Lawycrs’ Committee.

We believe that the members of the Lawyers’ Committee who have joined us in
support of Judge Sotomayor have done so because the record demonstrates that Judge
sapruke Region Sotomayor is well qualified to serve as an Associate Justice, with a record of judicial
bl Chuseim service characterized by both its longevity and its quality. Judge Sotomayor’s record in
the area of civil rights reveals a balanced and considered approach to following '
precedent and safeguarding the protections contained in our nation’s Constitution and
civil rights statutes. We also believe Judge Sotomayor brings needed diversity to the
Court based on her gender, ethnicity and experience as a prosecutor and trial judge.

gy P iandis

We urge the members of the Senate Judiciary Committee to recommend Judge
Sonia M. Sotomayor for confirmation by the full Senate.

Sincerely,

Wikl T QL Taorror
Nicholas T. Christakos
Co-Chair

cc: The Senate Judiciary Committee
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The Lawyers® Committee for Civil Rights Under Law, and the undersigned members of
its Board of Directors and Trustees, write to support the nomination of Judge Sonia Sotomayor to
the Supreme Court of the United States and to urge the Senate to confirm that nomination.

On May 26, 2009, President Barack Obama nominated Judge Sotomayor, who currently
serves on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit, to replace retiring Justice David
Souter. The fast vacancy on the Court occurred in 2005, when Sandra Day O’Connor, the first
woman to serve on the Supreme Court, retired. If confirmed, Judge Sotomayor would be the
first Hispanic and the third female justice in the 219 year history of the Supreme Court.

Judge Sotomayor has impressive academic and professional credentials. She has had a
wide-ranging legal career as a prosecutor, a corporate litigator, and both a district and appellate
court judge. These combined experiences would add a perspective not currently available on the
Supreme Court. In addition, having sat for six years on the district court and more than ten years
on the court of appeals, Judge Sotomayor has more federal judicial experience at the time of her
nomination than any Supreme Court nominee in the last hundred years.

This nomination is of special interest to us as directors and trustees of the Lawyers’
Committee for Civil Rights Under Law because of our shared goal of promoting equal justice.

In recent years, the Supreme Court has issued a number of decisions scaling back the critical
protections against discrimination that are afforded by the Constitution and our nation’s civil
rights laws. This trend underscores the pressing need for a Justice who understands the
persistent realities of discrimination and who interprets our civil rights laws as they were
intended — to provide meaningful protections.

We believe that the best evidence of Judge Sotomayor’s qualifications as a nominee is the

judicial opinions she has written over her long career on the bench. Analysis of her opinions in
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civil rights cases and related areas prepared by the Lawyers” Committee forms the primary basis
for our support for Judge Sotomayor’s nomination. The Lawyers” Committee also examined her
speeches and other writings to see whether they contained anything that should disqualify her
from serving on the Supreme Court or that might indicate that she has a different judicial
philosophy, particularly in the civil rights arena, from that reflected in her judicial opinions. The
results of the Lawyers® Committee’s analysis are contained in its Report on Judge Sotomayor’s
nomination.

Based on our review, we conclude that Judge Sotomayor’s record in civil rights cases
demonstrates careful judicial analysis, with full consideration of the relevant facts and law,
accompanied by a sensitivity to civil rights issues that is consonant with constitutional and
statutory provisions. We have found nothing in Judge Sotomayor’s speeches or non-judicial
writings, which appropriately refer to her unique life story and the perspective she has gained
from her background, that should disqualify her from serving on the Supreme Court. Our review
of her judicial decisions, as well as her speeches and other writings, leads us to conclude that
Judge Sotomayor would bring to the Court an appropriate regard for the importance of
enforcement of the civil rights protections of the Constitution and federal civil rights laws. We
further conclude that her performance as a Court of Appeals judge clearly supports the
proposition that she will honor stare decisis and adhere to the rule of law.

On the Second Circuit, Judge Sotomayor has heard over 3,000 appeals and has written
over 250 signed panel opinions. Her opinions reveal a jurist who follows established precedent
yet is willing to raise concerns about the practical impact of that precedent. Her opinions exhibit
deference to the discretion of trial judges. Judge Sotomayor’s jurisprudence in civil rights cases

indicates that she carefully weighs the facts and the law, and her rulings fall within the

11:18 Jun 24, 2010 Jkt 056940 PO 00000 Frm 01090 Fmt6601 Sfmt6601 S\GPO\HEARINGS\56940.TXT SJUD1 PsN: CMORC

56940.677



1079

mainstream of existing judicial decisions and legal scholarship. She interprets civil rights laws
in a manner that provides meaningful protection from discrimination, while being mindful of the
need to grant early relief to defendants when the facts and law justify a summary ruling.

Judge Sotomayor possesses both the exceptional competence necessary to serve on the
Court and a profound respect for the importance of protecting the civil rights afforded by the
Constitution and the nation’s civil rights laws. Additionally, we believe that having a diverse
Court is important for our nation. For these reasons, we support the nomination of Judge
Sotomayor to the Supreme Court of the United States and urge the Senate to confirm her
nomination.

By action of the Executive Committee, this statement has been submitted to members of
the Board of Directors and the Board of Trustees of the Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights
Under Law, for the individual signature of subscribing Board members whose names are set
forth below. The following individual members of the Boards of Directors and Trustees of the

Lawyers” Committee hereby subscribe to the statement.

Atiba D. Adams Paulette M. Caldwell Marion Cowell
David R. Andrews John A. Camp Nora Cregan
Barbara R. Arnwine Douglass W. Cassel Michael Birney de Leeuw
Jeffrey Barist Michael H. Chanin Doneene K. Damon
Daniel C. Barr Nicholas T. Christakos Armand G. Derfner
Lynne Bernabei Lisa E. Cleary John H. Doyle, 111
Victoria Bjorklund Frank M. Conner, II1 Paul F. Eckstein
John W. Borkowski Michael A. Cooper Robert Ehrenbard
Patricia A. Brannan Edward Correia Joseph D. Feaster, Jr.
Steven H. Brose Peter J. Covington Fred N. Fishman
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Marc L. Fleischaker
John H. Fleming
Alexander D. Forger
Katherine Forrest
Eleanor M. Fox
Joseph W. Gelb
Peter B. Gelblum
Susan M. Glenn

Jon Greenblatt

Peter R. Haje
Gregory P. Hansel
Conrad K. Harper
Robert E. Harrington
David L. Harris
Mark I. Harrison
Amos Hartston

John E. Hickey
Jerome E. Hyman
Blair M. Jacobs
Malachi B. Jones, Jr.
Michael D. Jones
James P. Joseph
Heather Lamberg Kafele
Stephen Kastenberg

Laura Kaster
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Kim M. Keenan
Frederick W. Kanner
Frank Kennamer
Andrew W. Kentz
John S. Kiernan
Loren Kieve
Teresa J. Kimker
Adam T. Klein
Alan M. Klinger
Naho Kobayashi
Daniel F. Kolb
Edward Labaton
Gregory P. Landis
Brian K. Landsberg
Michael L. Lehr
Charles T. Lester
Marjorie Press Lindblom
David M. Lipman
Andrew Liu

Jack W. Londen
Robert MacCrate
Cheryl W. Mason
Christopher Mason
Julia Tarver Mason

Gaye A. Massey

Colleen McIntosh
John E. McKeever
Kenneth E. McNeil
Neil V. McKittrick
D. Stuart Meiklejohn
Charles R. Morgan
Robert S. Mucklestone
Robert A. Murphy
Aasia Mustakeem
Karen K. Narasaki
Frederick M. Nicholas
John E. Nolan

John Nonna

Roswell B. Perkins
Bradley S. Phillips
Kit Pierson

Bettina B. Plevan
Robert H. Rawson
William L. Robinson
Guy Rounsaville
Michael L. Rugen
Lowell E. Sachnoff
Gail C. Saracco
John F. Savarese

Jennifer R. Scullion
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Richard T. Seymour
Valerie Shea

Jane C. Sherburne
Richard Silberberg
Jeffrey Simes
Robert Sims
Marsha E. Simms

John S. Skilton
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Rodney E. Slater
Eleanor H. Smith
Edward Soto

John B. Strasburger
Daniel P. Tokaji
Michael Traynor
Reginald M. Tumer

Suzanne E. Turner

Michael W. Tyler
Kenneth Vittor

Joseph F. Wayland
Vaughn C. Williams
Thomas S. Williamson
Brenda Wright

Erika Thomas-Yuille
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