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June 29, 2009

The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy, Chairman
Comumittee on the Judiciary

United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Jeff Sessions, Ranking Member
Committee on the Judiciary

United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Leahy and Ranking Member Sessions:

As the new President and CEO of the Arizona Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, 1 write
to express our organization’s support for the confirmation of Judge Sonia Sotomayor as
Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States. In her seventeen years of
service to date as a federal trial and appellate judge, and throughout the course of her
entire career, Judge Sotomayor has strongly distinguished herself through her outstanding
intellectual credentials and her deep respect for the rule of law, establishing herself
beyond question as fully qualified and ready to serve on the Supreme Court.

Judge Sotomayor will be an impartial, thoughtful, and highly-respected addition to the
Supreme Court. Her unique personal background is compelling, and will be both a
tremendous asset to her on the Court and a historic inspiration to others. Her legal career
further demonstrates her qualifications to serve on our nation’s highest court.

During her long tenure on the federal judiciary, Judge Sotomayor has participated in
thousands of cases, and has authored approximately 400 opinions at the appellate level.
She has demonstrated a thorough understanding of a wide range of highly complicated
legal issues, and has a strong reputation for deciding cases based upon the careful
application of the facts of cases to the law.
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Judge Sotomayor has gamered broad support across partisan and ideological lines,
earning glowing praise from colleagues in the judiciary, law enforcement community,
academia, and legal profession who know her best.

I urge you not to be swayed by the efforts of a small number of detractors who only wish
to tarnish Judge Sotomayor’s outstanding reputation as a jurist. These efforts have
included blatant mischaracterizations of a handful of her rulings, as well as efforts to
smear her as a racist based largely on one line in a speech that critics have taken out of
context from the rest of her remarks. We hope that your committee will strongly reject
the efforts at character assassination that have taken place since her nomination.

In short, Judge Sotomayor has an incredibly compelling personal story and a deep respect
for the Constitution and the rule of law. Her long and rich experiences as a prosecutor,
litigator and judge match or even exceed those of any of the Justices currently sitting on
the Court. Furthermore, she is fair-minded and ethical, and delivers thoughtful rulings in
cases based upon their merits. For these reasons, I strongly urge you to vote to confirm
Judge Sotomayor.

Respecfully,

4’_‘” A ‘Z\Z‘:\—--/

Armando A. Contreras
President and CEO
Arizona Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
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