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Foreword to Bound Volume 17

The publication of volume 17 of Deschler-Brown-Johnson 
Precedents of the United States House of Representatives, to be 
followed by volume 18 on the budget process, marks the in-
terim completion of the compilation of precedents commenced 
by former Parliamentarian Lewis Deschler in 1974. Volume 17 
incorporates an eclectic mix of chapters not logically included 
in the preceding 16 volumes. With a few exceptions from the 
period 1928 to 1936 (the date of publication of Cannon’s Prece-
dents), these chapters address the period 1936 through 2006. 
Volume 18 on Budget Process will reflect precedents resulting 
from the enactment of the Congressional Budget Act in 1974. 

After the publication of volume 18, the Office of the Parlia-
mentarian, pursuant to law (2 U.S.C. § 28b), will publish re-
placement volumes comprising cumulative updates of each 
chapter of the compilation, retaining existing section designa-
tions where possible for consistency of citation and adding sup-
plementary citations and cross-references to avoid unnecessary 
duplication. An appendix to this compilation will provide com-
mentary from the perspective of Charles W. Johnson, III, whose 
service in the Office of the Parliamentarian for 40 years with 
seven successive Speakers so uniquely qualifies him for the 
task of presenting an overview of the procedural evolution of 
the House since the publication of Lewis Deschler’s preface in 
1976.

JOHN V. SULLIVAN
Parliamentarian 

JANUARY 10, 2011. 
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