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Report to the President of the United States
March 31, 2005

The Commission on the

Weapons of  
Mass Destruction

Intelligence Capabilities
of the 

United States 

Regarding

The Commission on the Intelligence Capabilities of the United States Regarding 

Weapons of Mass Destruction was established by Executive Order 13328 and 

signed by President George W. Bush on February 6, 2004. The Commission’s 

task was twofold: first, examine the Intelligence Community’s assessments of weapons of 

mass destruction (WMD) programs in Iraq, Libya, and Afghanistan, and the Intelligence 

Community’s current capabilities to confront the challenges posed by WMD and “related 

21st century threats”; and second, recommend ways in which the Community could be better 

positioned in the future to address the problem of nuclear, biological, and chemical weapons 

and the threat they pose to the United States. In the midst of the Commission’s work, Congress 

passed the Intelligence Reform and Terrorism Prevention Act of 2004, and the Commission’s 

inquiry carefully considered the legislation and how it might serve as a framework for a stronger, 

better-integrated Intelligence Community. After a year of study that included the review of 

thousands of documents and hundreds of interviews with knowledgeable observers from both 

within and outside the Intelligence Community, the Commission presented this report to the 

President on March 31, 2005.
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