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of October through December 1991, pursuant
to 49 U.S.C., app. 1348 note; jointly, to the
Committee on Public Works and Transpor-
tation and Science, Space, and Technology.

3040. A letter from the Secretary of Trans-
portation, transmitting a draft of proposed
legislation to provide for the continued im-
provement and expansion of the Nation’s air-
ports and airways, and for other purposes;
jointly, to the Committees on Public Works
and Transportation and Science, Space, and
Technology.

T24.3 NATIONAL NUTRITION MONITORING
ADVISORY COUNCIL

The SPEAKER laid before the House
a communication, which was read as
follows:

OFFICE OF THE REPUBLICAN LEADER,
Washington, DC, March 6, 1992.

Hon. THOMAS S. FOLEY,
Speaker of the House, House of Representatives,

Washington, DC.
DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to Sec.

201(B)(ii) of Public Law 101–445, I hereby ap-
point the following as a member of the Na-
tional Nutrition Monitoring Advisory Coun-
cil:

Honorable Marlene E. Marschall, Commis-
sioner of Health, Minneapolis, Minnesota.

Sincerely,
BOB MICHEL,

Republican Leader.

T24.4 COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK—MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT

The SPEAKER laid before the House
a communication, which was read as
follows:

WASHINGTON, DC,
March 6, 1992.

Hon. THOMAS S. FOLEY,
The Speaker, House of Representatives, Wash-

ington, DC.
DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-

mission granted in Clause 5 of Rule III of the
Rules of the U.S. House of Representatives, I
have the honor to transmit a sealed envelope
received from the White House at 4:42 p.m.
on Friday, March 6, 1992 and said to contain
a message from the President wherein he
transmits his statement with regard to the
attached Summary Report of the 1991 White
House Conference on Libraries and Informa-
tion Services.

With great respect, I am
Sincerely yours,

DONNALD K. ANDERSON,
Clerk, House of Representatives.

T24.5 WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON
LIBRARY AND INFORMATION SERVICES

The Clerk then read the message
from the President, as follows:
To the Congress of the United States:

I am pleased to transmit to you the
Summary Report of the 1991 White
House Conference on Library and Infor-
mation Services and my recommenda-
tions on its contents as mandated by
the Congress in Public Law 100–382, sec-
tion 4.

The world has changed dramatically
since the last White House Conference
on Library and Information Services.
The thirst for freedom has swept aside
the acceptance of tyranny. New and
amazing technologies have made ideas
accessible to everyone. Books, faxes,
computer disks, and television and
news broadcasts have ended the reign
of ignorance and helped create a whole

new world of enterprise, competition
and, with it, intellectual growth.

Library and information services are
vital because they help ensure a free
citizenry and a democratic society. It
was appropriate that the 1991 Con-
ference addressed three major themes
of great concern to our own society:
literacy, productivity, and democracy.
These three issues are now more impor-
tant than ever as we work to raise our
Nation’s educational level, to make the
American work force preeminent in the
world, and to serve as an example to
the rest of the world regarding the ben-
efits of a democratic society. We live in
exciting times with our world changing
daily. Not only are we on the verge of
revolutions in educational practice and
workplace improvements, but tech-
nology is helping to change the very
way in which we learn and work. Li-
brary and information services are at
the center of this change with new so-
phisticated technologies that not only
improve the quality of information but
actually make it more accessible to
the people who need it. It was the real-
ization that library and information
services are in a period of rapid change
that prompted the establishment of the
1991 White House Conference on Li-
brary and Information Services.

Participants at the White House Con-
ference considered the themes of lit-
eracy, productivity, and democracy,
and how library and information serv-
ices can contribute significantly to the
achievement of those goals. The 984
delegates to the Conference included li-
brarians, information specialists, and
community leaders. They represented
all the States and territories and the
Federal library community. Prior to
the Conference, there had been innu-
merable pre-Conference forums involv-
ing more than 100,000 Americans. These
meetings produced 2,500 initial propos-
als regarding library and information
services. The Conference delegates de-
liberated on 95 consolidated proposals
before making their final recommenda-
tions. I wish to commend the National
Commission on Libraries and Informa-
tion Science for its key role in making
the Conference a success. The rec-
ommendations, thoughtfully consid-
ered by the delegates to the Con-
ference, are intended to help frame na-
tional library and information service
policies for the 1990s.

THE IMPORTANCE OF LIBRARY AND
INFORMATION SERVICES

Library and information services
have always played a significant role in
our society. From colonial times for-
ward, our libraries have acquired, pre-
served, and disseminated information
to Americans. Today libraries and in-
formation services are expanding their
roles and, with the advent of new tech-
nology, changing the ways in which we
use and share information. As we move
toward the new century, we should ac-
knowledge the contributions that li-
braries have made and will continue to
make in the years ahead.

A particular strength of our libraries
and information services is that they
are locally controlled. Whether in the
public or private sector, these services
are best maintained at the local level
where they can be most responsive to
citizens and where they can adapt to
new local needs. Likewise, the States
have a long tradition of fostering the
development and expansion of library
services to all citizens. In combination,
both local and State governments are
the primary supporters of our Nation’s
libraries and information services. The
Federal role in library and information
services has been one of encouraging
and leveraging State and local support
to expand the availability of library
services to all Americans.

LITERACY

The quest for the future begins with
literacy. Literacy is a goal that we
must make every effort to achieve. It
has been estimated that 23 million
adult Americans are functionally illit-
erate, lacking skills beyond the fourth-
grade level, with another 35 million
semiliterate, lacking skills beyond the
eighth-grade level. The effects of illit-
eracy in this Nation are staggering as
people find themselves shut out of op-
portunities and as our governments
struggle to find ways to assist these
disadvantaged individuals.

My Administration is committed to
improving education for all Americans.
With broad bipartisan support, we are
moving rapidly to implement strate-
gies to achieve our six National Edu-
cation Goals. These Goals, developed
cooperatively with the Nation’s Gov-
ernors, address critical education
issues ranging from ensuring our chil-
dren start school ready to learn and at-
taining a 90 percent high school grad-
uation rate, to being first in the world
in math and science, demonstrating
competency in core subject areas, and
ensuring safe, disciplined, and drug-
free schools. Goal five states that by
the year 2000, ‘‘Every adult in America
will be literate and will possess the
skills necessary to compete in a global
economy and exercise the rights and
responsibilities of citizenship.’’ As we
pursue education reform across Amer-
ica, one of our emphases must be on a
literate America. To that end, I have
consistently worked for an increase in
Federal efforts for literacy programs.
Our national education strategy,
AMERICA 2000, is designed to help
achieve all of the goals, and libraries,
serving as community centers, can
therefore play a major role in helping
communities and schools across the
country reach the goals.

The Conference recommendations in-
clude several statements that also ad-
dress the literacy issue. I would urge
the Members of Congress to review
these suggestions carefully and to con-
sider them in any future deliberations
regarding literacy and library and in-
formation services.

PRODUCTIVITY

Today’s workplace demands a new
definition of the term productivity.

VerDate 14-MAY-98 03:24 Jun 20, 1998 Jkt 047700 PO 00000 Frm 00290 Fmt 9634 Sfmt 0634 E:\JOURNAL\02DAY2.024 atx006


		Superintendent of Documents
	2010-11-12T12:18:18-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




