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1992 T31.8
T31.4 PERMISSION TO FILE REPORT

On motion of Mr. GAYDOS, by unani-
mous consent, the Committee on House
Administration was granted permission
until midnight, Friday, March 20, 1992,
to file a privileged report on the resolu-
tion (H. Res. 379) providing amounts
from the contingent fund of the House
for the expenses of investigations and
studies by standing and select commit-
tees of the House in the second session
of the One Hundred Second Congress.

T31.5 WAIVING ENROLLMENT
REQUIREMENTS—H.R. 4210

On motion of Mr. GEPHARDT, by
unanimous consent, the House consid-
ered the joint resolution (H.J. Res. 446)
waiving certain enrollment require-
ments with respect to H.R. 4210 of the
102nd Congress.

When said joint resolution was con-
sidered and read twice.

The joint resolution was ordered to
be engrossed and read a third time, was
read a third time by title, and passed.

A motion to reconsider the vote
whereby said joint resolution was
passed was, by unanimous consent, laid
on the table.

Ordered, That the Clerk request the
concurrence of the Senate in said joint
resolution.

T31.6 PERMISSION TO FILE REPORT

On motion of Mr. MOAKLEY, by
unanimous consent, the Committee on
Rules was granted permission until
midnight tonight to file a privileged
report (Rept. No. 102–460) to accompany
the resolution (H. Res. 402) waiving all
points of order against the conference
report on the bill (H.R. 4210) to amend
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to
provide incentives for increased eco-
nomic growth and to provide tax relief
for families.

T31.7 RESIGNATION OF THE HOUSE
POSTMASTER

The SPEAKER laid before the House
the following communication, which
was read as follows:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
OFFICE OF THE POSTMASTER,
Washington, DC, March 19, 1992.

Hon. THOMAS P. FOLEY,
Speaker, House of Representatives, Washington,

DC.
DEAR MR. SPEAKER: I respectfully submit

to you my resignation as Postmaster of the
U.S. House of Representatives effective
March 19, 1992.

It has been an honor and a pleasure to
serve the Members of Congress and this in-
stitution for these many years.

Thank you.
Sincerely,

ROBERT V. ROTA,
Postmaster.

The resignation was accepted.

T31.8 POINT OF PERSONAL PRIVILEGE

Mr. LIGHTFOOT rose to a question
of personal privilege.

The SPEAKER, pursuant to clause 1
of rule IX, recognized Mr. LIGHTFOOT
for one hour.

Mr. LIGHTFOOT made the following
statement:

‘‘Mr. Speaker. I rise today because I,
like a number of my colleagues, feel
that my reputation as a Member of
Congress has been damaged by the ac-
tions of the House bank and the office
of the Sergeant at Arms.

‘‘This weekend, after going through
and reviewing my canceled checks
from the House bank, I discovered at
least 60 that had been held by the bank
without their ever notifying me.

‘‘The key word is ‘‘held.’’ They were
not bounced. My monthly statements
have been juggled by the House bank,
so I never knew the actions they had
taken.

‘‘For whatever reason, as most of you
know, we are paid by the Sergeant at
Arms. Our checks are issued on the
30th of the month. they are to be de-
posited to our account the following
day, which is the 1st of the next month.
But for whatever reason, many times
those paychecks were not credited to
my account for 4 or 5 or 6 days after
the 1st of the month. I assumed that
my paycheck was where it was sup-
posed to be, in my account, under my
name.

‘‘Specifically, the House bank fre-
quently held checks for 4 to 6 days. In
one instance the House bank held my
tax refund check. Now, this is a check
from the U.S. Treasury, which we as-
sume is good. They held it for 5 days,
or 6 days, actually, before they cred-
ited it to my account.

‘‘Assuming that my refund was in my
bank account, I continued to write
checks against the account. As those
came in the House bank held them.
They did not bounce them, they held
them.

‘‘As an old ex-police officer, a few
flags started to fly as things started to
unfold. First of all, as more and more
Members are talking about their per-
sonal experiences, we find that there is
a common theme that has developed
through much of what is being said.

‘‘That is, that deposits, for whatever
reason, were not credited at the time
they were put in the House bank.

‘‘I have had colleagues tell me of 15
days since the time they went down
and made the deposit to the time it
was credited to their account, 15 days
expired. Had this been a real bank, I
am sure that the Federal examiners
would have closed it down. But the big
question, I guess, that comes to my
mind, and the one that I think has to
be answered, what or who was doing
what with our money when it was not
credited to our accounts?

‘‘Where did my paycheck go on the
first of July, when I did not get credit
for it until the fifth? Was it credited to
somebody else’s account? Was it used
to cover the deficits of those known
abusers that we have here which have
been uncovered through the Committee
on Standards of Official Conduct,
where we reconstructed some 66 ac-
counts and found abusers, that there is
proof that they did in fact abuse the
bank and deliberately wrote overdrafts
month after month after month? Were
they using my money to cover those

overdrafts and then holding my check
until enough of them came in the bank
that decided, well, we better pay up on
this guy? So they paid my checks and
then reached over to this gentleman’s
or this gentleman’s account and took
some more money out? What were they
doing with that money?

‘‘To me that is the key question that
needs to be answered at this point in
time. I tried to explain this to the
media back home. I have a tape record-
ing of the news conference that we
held, and I certainly did not say what
the headline says.

‘‘It says, ‘I Bounced 60, But It Wasn’t
My Fault.’

‘‘I never said that, but that is what
the news media chose to write. Also in
the roughly 7 years that we have been
in this House, we have, I think, done a
few decent things for our State. We
saved a major highway that was going
into another State. We have got a lot
of improvements going on roads and
airports and waterways and sewer sys-
tems and rural water districts and so
on. Never made the front page of this
newspaper. But with this little car-
toon, wherever it went, we finally got
on the front page for something that
we did not do.

‘‘The irony of it is that there is a
feeding fest going on because for some
reason the whole judicial system has
been turned around, as it pertains to
Members of Congress. We are all guilty
until we prove ourselves innocent, and
then every time we try to explain it,
we are just trying to cover up and
blame it on somebody else. I think
there is a way that we can get to this
central question and we can do it very
quickly.

‘‘Today I am going to send a letter
around to the entire House member-
ship. In that letter I am going to ask
them to join me in requesting the U.S.
Attorney’s Office to undertake a crimi-
nal investigation of the House bank.
Yes, I said criminal investigation of
the House bank. Because for one, I
want to know where were my deposits
when they were not in my account.
What was that money used for?

‘‘It is my understanding that there is
something in the neighborhood of a $2
million a day float. Where did the in-
terest off of that money go? These are
the questions that the folks in the
Press Gallery should be asking, rather
than trying to skewer Members of Con-
gress simply because we chose to get in
this job and someone mishandled our
personal finances for us.

‘‘I am certain there are Members who
did write overdrafts, and I would be
hard-pressed, I think, to find anybody
that could say 100 percent that they
had not because we all do make mis-
takes. But when an institution of the
House takes individual Members and
juggles their financial accounts
around, for whatever the reason might
be, be in just plain laziness and sloppi-
ness or be it for criminal reasons, that
is wrong. Particularly when it smears
the reputations and the names or Re-
publicans and Democrats alike, who
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had no evil in their heart, no intent to
do anything wrong, and did nothing
wrong other than they got elected to
Congress and chose to use the facilities
that were provided for us here.

‘‘The only thing we get out of this
world with is our name and our reputa-
tion, and there is a lot of good men and
women of both political stripes who are
being smeared because a few, in my
opinion, evil, mean-spirited, corrupt,
arrogant people decided they were
going to run some kind of a scam with
our money and they would never get
caught.

‘‘Unfortunately, the trap has fallen
on the wrong folks. I ask Members
from the Democratic side of the aisle
as well to join us or join me, rather, in
signing this letter. I have a great deal
of respect for my Democratic col-
leagues. Many of them are good
friends. Even when we disagree over po-
litical issues, that is what this whole
game is all about. We still have respect
for each other as decent men and
women and citizens of this country,
and I think we all have the good inter-
ests of this country at heart.

‘‘One of the proudest days of my life
was back in January 1985, when I stood
somewhere about right in here. At that
time my son, who is now 14, stood be-
side me and he held his hand up when
I held up mine, and we took the oath of
office.

‘‘Never did I ever imagine in my
wildest dreams that trying to do some-
thing to help other people would end up
in this kind of a situation.

‘‘I am still proud to be a Member of
this House, even though we may have
low esteem in all the polls that are
taken. As the history of this body
shows, the House of Representatives
can and does do great things for the
American people when we work to-
gether in the fashion that we are sup-
posed to.

‘‘The fact of the matter is, today
many Members of Congress are being
questioned by the actions of the people
who ran the House bank, the Sergeant
at Arms. This body cannot begin to win
back the respect of the American peo-
ple until we clean up that mess and
clean it up thoroughly.

‘‘I realize the cause of every over-
draft was not rotten bank procedures.
People make mistakes, but some Mem-
bers of this House knowingly wrote bad
checks. I think they have been identi-
fied. There must be a differentiation
made between the abusers and those
who were caught in this particular
mess. Their constituents will make
their own decisions.

‘‘The problem is, their constituents
are not being told the truth. But there
are a great many of us on both sides of
the aisle who have been caught in the
middle, and I would appeal to my col-
leagues today to join me in trying to
get to the bottom of this mess, be they
Republican or Democrat, because I
think if we want to extend it one step
further, not only are individuals being
smeared but in my opinion the name of
this great country is being smeared.

There is a tarnish on the eagle because
of the actions of a few. And until we
get to the bottom of it, it is not going
to change.

‘‘This House is not going to change
it. It has to be some outside independ-
ent, objective set of eyes that takes a
look at the whole situation. Now we
have the post office scandal. Some
other questions, I guess, that come to
mind, as an old ex-policeman, how
much of the post office scandal is tied
into the House bank? Where did they
launder the cocaine money?

‘‘There is a lot of good, strong legal
questions. And if I were a reporter
today, I think I would be out trying to
win a Pulitzer Prize getting to the bot-
tom of it.’’.

T31.9 FURTHER MESSAGE FROM THE
SENATE

A further message from the Senate
by Mr. Hallen, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate had passed
without amendment a joint resolution
of the House of the following title:

H.J. Res. 446. Joint resolution waiving cer-
tain enrollment requirements with respect
to H.R. 4210 of the 102d Congress.

And then,

T31.10 ADJOURNMENT

On motion of Mr. GONZALEZ, at 2
o’clock and 45 minutes p.m., the House
adjourned.

T31.11 REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. GONZALEZ. Committee on Banking,
Finance and Urban Affairs. H.R. 4241. A bill
to provide funding for the Resolution Trust
Corporation, and for other purposes; with an
amendment (Rept. No. 102–457). Referred to
the Committee of the Whole House on the
State of the Union.

Mr. MONTGOMERY. Committee on Veter-
ans’ Affairs. H.R. 4184. A bill to designate the
Department of Veterans Affairs Medical Cen-
ter located in Northampton, MA, as the ‘‘Ed-
ward P. Boland Department of Veterans Af-
fairs Medical Center’’ (Rept. No. 102–458). Re-
ferred to the House Calendar.

Mr. GAYDOS. Committee on House Admin-
istration. House Resolution 379. Resolution
providing amounts from the contingent fund
of the House for the expenses of investiga-
tions and studies by standing and select
committees of the House in the 2d session of
the 102d Congress; with an amendment (Rept.
No. 102–459). Referred to the House Calendar.

Mr. DERRICK. Committee on Rules. House
Resolution 402. Resolution waiving all points
of order against the conference report on
H.R. 4210. A bill to amend the Internal Reve-
nue Code of 1986 to provide incentives for in-
creased economic growth and to provide tax
relief for families, and against consideration
of such conference report (Rept. No. 102–460).
Referred to the House Calendar.

T31.12 PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 5 of rule X and clause 4
of rule XXII, public bills and resolu-
tions were introduced and severally re-
ferred as follows:

By Mr. HUGHES (for himself, Mr.
BROOKS, and Mr. MOORHEAD):

H.R. 4511. A bill to amend title 17, United
States Code, to revise the compulsory licens-
ing system that applies to cable systems; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. BARRETT (for himself and Mr.
THOMAS of California):

H.R. 4512. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to clarify the exemption
from the firearms tax for shells and car-
tridges supplied by a customer for reloading;
to the Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. DORNAN of California (for him-
self, Mr. SKELTON, Mr. YOUNG of Alas-
ka, Mr. LIPINSKI, Mr. PACKARD, Mr.
LAGOMARSINO, Mr. SPENCE, Ms. KAP-
TUR, Mr. LANCASTER, Mr. ROE, Mr.
BLAZ, Mr. HUCKABY, Mr. KOSTMAYER,
and Mr. FROST):

H.R. 4513. A bill to establish a program to
assist members of the Armed Forces who are
discharged or released from active duty to
obtain State certification as elementary or
secondary school teachers; to the Committee
on Armed Services.

By Mr. KOLBE:
H.R. 4514. A bill to permit certain lands

transferred to the city of Tucson, AZ, to be
used for park or recreation purposes; to the
Committee on Armed Services.

By Mr. MARTINEZ:
H.R. 4515. A bill to amend title II of the Ju-

venile Justice and Delinquency and Preven-
tion Act of 1974 to require the Administrator
of the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delin-
quency Prevention to conduct a study of vio-
lence committed by or against juveniles in
urban areas; to the Committee on Education
and Labor.

By Mr. MARTINEZ (for himself, Mr.
WHEAT, and Mr. MOAKLEY):

H.R. 4516. A bill to amend title VI of the
Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1981
to establish a community services empower-
ment program; to the Committee on Edu-
cation and Labor.

By Mr. MARTINEZ:
H.R. 4517. A bill to assist Native Americans

in assuring the survival and continuing vi-
tality of their languages; to the Committee
on Interior and Insular Affairs.

By Mr. RANGEL (for himself, Mr.
ORTIZ, Mr. MARTINEZ, Ms. ROS-
LEHTINEN, Mr. ROYBAL, Mr. DE LA
GARZA, Mr. DE LUGO, Mr. RICHARD-
SON, Mr. TORRES, Mr. BUSTAMANTE,
Mr. SERRANO, Mr. PASTOR, and Mr.
COLORADO):

H.R. 4518. A bill to amend the Department
of Education Organization Act to create the
position of Assistant Secretary of Education
for Bilingual Education and Minority Lan-
guages Affairs and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Education and Labor.

H.R. 4519. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow a credit to em-
ployers for the cost of providing English lan-
guage training to their employees; to the
Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. SOLOMON:
H.R. 4520. A bill to amend title 38, United

States Code, to change the date for the be-
ginning of the Vietnam era for the purpose of
veterans’ benefits from August 5, 1964, to De-
cember 22, 1961; to the Committee on Veter-
ans’ Affairs.

By Mr. STARK:
H.R. 4521. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to impose an excise tax on
an employer’s cost of providing medical ben-
efits to his employees and to amend the So-
cial Security Act to create a new program to
update and maintain the infrastructure re-
quirements of our Nation’s essential urban
and rural safety net hospitals; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. GEPHARDT:
H.J. Res. 446. Joint resolution waiving cer-

tain enrollment requirements with respect
to H.R. 4210 of the 102d Congress; considered
and agreed to.

VerDate 14-MAY-98 03:24 Jun 20, 1998 Jkt 047700 PO 00000 Frm 00318 Fmt 9634 Sfmt 0634 E:\JOURNAL\02DAY2.031 atx006


		Superintendent of Documents
	2010-11-12T12:19:33-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




