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T63.8 BAHA’IS PERSECUTION IN IRAN

Mr. HAMILTON moved to suspend
the rules and agree to the following
concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res.
156); as amended:

Whereas in 1982, 1984, 1988, and 1990, the
Congress, by concurrent resolution, declared
that it holds the Government of Iran respon-
sible for upholding the rights of all its na-
tionals, including members of the Baha’i
Faith, Iran’s largest religious minority;

Whereas in such resolutions the Congress
condemned the Iranian Government’s perse-
cution of the Baha’i community, including
the execution of more than 200 Baha’is, the
imprisonment of thousands of Baha’is, and
other oppressive actions against Baha’is
based solely upon their religious beliefs;

Whereas the Congress has urged the Presi-
dent to work with other governments and
the United Nations in support of the rights
of Iranian Baha’is;

Whereas recent reports indicate that most
Iranian Baha’is imprisoned because of their
religion have been released, and some con-
fiscated business and personal properties of
such Baha’is have been restored; and

Whereas despite such actions, the Govern-
ment of Iran summarily executed a leading
member of the Baha’i community in March
1992 and continues to deny the Baha’i com-
munity the right to organize, to elect its
leaders, to hold community property for wor-
ship or assembly, to operate religious
schools, and to conduct other normal reli-
gious community activities: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That the Congress—

(1) continues to hold the Government of
Iran responsible for upholding the rights of
all its nationals, including members of the
Baha’i community, in a manner consistent
with Iran’s obligations under the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and the inter-
national covenants on human rights;

(2) notes that the Government of Iran sum-
marily executed a prominent Iranian Baha’i
in March 1992, the first such execution in
more than 3 years, and further notes that re-
ports indicate that several Baha’is have been
arrested during 1992;

(3) expresses concern that, despite some re-
cent improvements in the treatment of indi-
vidual Baha’is, the Baha’i community con-
tinues to be denied legal recognition, and the
basic rights to organize, elect its leaders,
educate its youth, and carry on the normal
activities of law-abiding religious commu-
nity;

(4) urges the Government of Iran to extend
to the Baha’i community the rights guaran-
teed by the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights and the international covenants on
human rights, including the freedom of
thought, conscience, and religion, and equal
protection of the law; and

(5) calls upon the President to continue—
(A) to urge the Government of Iran to

emancipate the Baha’i community by grant-
ing those rights guaranteed by the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and the inter-
national covenants on human rights;

(B) to emphasize that the United States re-
gards the human rights practices of the Gov-
ernment of Iran, particularly its treatment
of the Baha’i community and other religious
minorities, as a significant element in the
development of its relations with the Gov-
ernment of Iran; and

(C) to cooperate with other governments
and international organizations, including
the United Nations and its agencies, in ef-
forts to protect the religious rights of the
Baha’is and other minorities through joint
appeals to the Government of Iran and
through other appropriate actions.

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.
MONTGOMERY, recognized Mr. HAM-
ILTON and Mr. BROOMFIELD, each
for 20 minutes.

After debate,
The question being put, viva voce,
Will the House suspend the rules and

agree to said concurrent resolution, as
amended?

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.
MONTGOMERY, announced that two-
thirds of the Members present had
voted in the affirmative.

So, two-thirds of the Members
present having voted in favor thereof,
the rules were suspended and said con-
current resolution, as amended, was
agreed to.

A motion to reconsider the vote
whereby the rules were suspended and
said concurrent resolution, as amend-
ed, was agreed to was, by unanimous
consent, laid on the table.

Ordered, That the Clerk request the
concurrence of the Senate in said con-
current resolution.

T63.9 ISRAELI EMBASSY BOMBING IN
BUENOS AIRES

Mr. HAMILTON moved to suspend
the rules and agree to the following
concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res.
297); as amended:

Whereas a terrorist bomb destroyed the
Embassy of Israel in Buenos Aires, Argen-
tina, on March 17, 1992;

Whereas at least 24 innocent individuals
died and 250 innocent individuals were
wounded as a result of the detonation of the
bomb;

Whereas the terrorist organization Islamic
Jihad has claimed responsibility for the
bombing; and

Whereas the bombing is an atrocity: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate Concurring), That the Congress—

(1) condemns the bombing of the Embassy
of Israel in Buenos Aires, Argentina, on
March 17, 1992;

(2) mourns the victims of the bombing;
(3) extends its condolences to the families

and friends of the victims; and
(4) declares that the Government of the

United States should continue to cooperate
fully with the Government of Argentina and
the Government of Israel in identifying and
bringing to justice all of the individuals re-
sponsible for the planning, preparation, and
execution of the bombing.

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.
MONTGOMERY, recognized Mr. HAM-
ILTON and Mr. BROOMFIELD, each
for 20 minutes.

After debate,
The question being put, viva voce,
Will the House suspend the rules and

agree to said concurrent resolution, as
amended?

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.
MONTGOMERY, announced that two-
thirds of the Members present had
voted in the affirmative.

So, two-thirds of the Members
present having voted in favor thereof,
the rules were suspended and said con-
current resolution, as amended, was
agreed to.

A motion to reconsider the vote
whereby the rules were suspended and
said concurrent resolution, as amend-

ed, was agreed to was, by unanimous
consent, laid on the table.

Ordered, That the Clerk request the
concurrence of the Senate in said con-
current resolution.

T63.10 KURDISH REFUGEE ASSISTANCE

Mr. HAMILTON moved to suspend
the rules and agree to the following
concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res.
299); as amended:

Whereas the Government of Iraq brutally
suppressed a Kurdish uprising in February
and March 1991, forcing hundreds of thou-
sands of Kurds to flee across the border into
Turkey;

Whereas this sudden, massive refugee flow
into Turkey resulted in shortfalls of shelter,
food, medicine, and potable water that
placed thousands of Kurdish lives at risk;

Whereas the best solution to this humani-
tarian crisis was to encourage the Kurds to
return to their homes in northern Iraq by
creating a security zone in northern Iraq in
which the United States guaranteed that
they would not be attacked by Iraqi aircraft
or other forces;

Whereas in response to the extraordinary
humanitarian need of the Kurds, the United
States took the lead in organizing Operation
Provide Comfort, in which the United States
and other forces undertook a major relief ef-
fort for the Kurds both within Turkey and in
the designated security zone in northern
Iraq;

Whereas in June 1991 the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees took over
the prime responsibility for all relief oper-
ations in northern Iraq;

Whereas the United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees still maintains a large
presence in northern Iraq, including over a
thousand civilians involved in relief activi-
ties as well as hundreds of United Nations
guards;

Whereas the United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees is currently negotiating
with the United Nations Children’s Fund and
other United Nations organizations to take
over the functions being performed in north-
ern Iraq by the United Nations High Com-
missioner for Refugees;

Whereas the memorandum of understand-
ing between Iraq and the United Nations
which authorizes the United Nations pres-
ence expires in June 1992;

Whereas the severe shortages of food with-
in the security zone as a result of the Iraqi
blockade of northern Iraq make a continued
international relief effort essential in order
to prevent famine among the Kurdish popu-
lation;

Whereas the courageous decision of the
Government of Turkey to permit the sta-
tioning of United States military forces in
southern Turkey, despite the possibility of
Iraqi retaliation against Turkey, was essen-
tial to the success of Operation Provide Com-
fort;

Whereas Operation Provide Comfort is still
necessary in order to deter Iraqi attacks
against the Kurdish population in the secu-
rity zone in northern Iraq;

Whereas the agreement between the United
States and Turkey that permits the station-
ing of United States military forces in south-
ern Turkey expires in June 1992; and

Whereas if this agreement is not extended
and if Operation Provide Comfort is termi-
nated, it is extremely likely that Iraqi forces
will attack the security zone, resulting in
substantial loss of lives and possibly gener-
ating another massive wave of Kurdish refu-
gees into Turkey: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That is the sense of the
Congress that—
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(1) the United States should seek Turkish

permission to extend beyond June 1992 the
agreement that permits the stationing of
United States military forces in southern
Turkey for purposes of Operation Provide
Comfort;

(2) the Government of Turkey, whose con-
tinued commitment to Operation Provide
Comfort is essential if the operation is to be
continued, should respond positively to a
United States request to extend that agree-
ment;

(3) the United Nations presence in northern
Iraq should be extended;

(4) the United States and the international
community should attach high priority to
persuading the Government of Iraq to lift
the economic boycott of northern Iraq; and

(5) in working to ameliorate the conditions
of the Iraqi Kurds, the United States should
continue to support the sovereignty and ter-
ritorial integrity of all states, and the inter-
nationally recognized human rights of all
peoples, in the region.

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.
MONTGOMERY, recognized Mr. HAM-
ILTON and Mr. BROOMFIELD, each
for 20 minutes.

After debate,
The question being put, viva voce,
Will the House suspend the rules and

agree to said concurrent resolution, as
amended?

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.
MONTGOMERY, announced that two-
thirds of the Members present had
voted in the affirmative.

So, two-thirds of the Members
present having voted in favor thereof,
the rules were suspended and said con-
current resolution, as amended, was
agreed to.

A motion to reconsider the vote
whereby the rules were suspended and
said concurrent resolution, as amend-
ed, was agreed to was, by unanimous
consent, laid on the table.

Ordered, That the Clerk request the
concurrence of the Senate in said con-
current resolution.

T63.11 THE PEOPLE OF ALBANIA

Mr. HAMILTON moved to suspend
the rules and agree to the following
concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res.
305), as amended:

Whereas the people of Albania held a suc-
cessful democratic election on March 22,
1992;

Whereas the newly elected government of
Albania has promised to institute market re-
forms and establish democratic institutions;
and

Whereas the Albanian economy has col-
lapsed and the Albania people are unable to
meet any basic needs: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That the Congress—

(1) commends the people of Albania for the
successful democratic election that was held
on March 22, 1992, and that was both equi-
table and representative;

(2) urges the newly-elected Albanian gov-
ernment to accelerate market reforms and
complete the establishment of democratic
institutions at all levels of government;

(3) urges the President to take steps to in-
crease trade opportunities between the
United States and Albania;

(4) urges that increased humanitarian as-
sistance be provided to Albania, especially
emergency shipments of basic food commod-
ities; and

(5) urges that priority be given to helping
the Albania agricultural sector provide ade-
quate food supplies to the Albanian people.

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.
MONTGOMERY, recognized Mr. HAM-
ILTON and Mr. BROOMFIELD, each
for 20 minutes.

After debate,
The question being put, viva voce,
Will the House suspend the rules and

agree to said concurrent resolution, as
amended?

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.
MONTGOMERY, announced that two-
thirds of the Members present had
voted in the affirmative.

So, two-thirds of the Members
present having voted in favor thereof,
the rules were suspended and said con-
current resolution, as amended, was
agreed to.

A motion to reconsider the vote
whereby the rules were suspended and
said concurrent resolution, as amend-
ed, was agreed to was, by unanimous
consent, laid on the table.

Ordered, That the Clerk request the
concurrence of the Senate in said con-
current resolution.

T63.12 BURMESE HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES

Mr. SOLARZ moved to suspend the
rules and agree to the following resolu-
tion (H. Res. 473):

Whereas the people of Burma continue to
live under a brutal military regime that has
restricted freedom of expression and associa-
tion, has imprisoned and tortured political
opponents, has refused to implement results
of national elections held in 1990, and has de-
tained under house arrest the leader of the
political opposition, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.

Whereas the Burmese regime has also con-
ducted military operations against ethnic in-
surgents in border areas, during which Bur-
mese troops have committed egregious
human rights abuses against civilians, in-
cluding rape, torture, summary execution,
destruction of property, and forced reloca-
tion;

Whereas these operations have resulted in
internal displacement and outflows of hun-
dreds of thousands of Burmese into several
countries in the region;

Whereas the Burmese regime’s ability to
conduct such military operations has been
enhanced through the import of arms and
military equipment;

Whereas the People’s Republic of China is
by far the largest supplier of arms and mili-
tary equipment to the Burmese regime;

Whereas the refugee outflow from Burma
has imposed an extraordinary burden upon
the Government of Bangladesh, which has
provided asylum to more than 250,000
Rohingyas who have recently fled Burma;

Whereas although the Government of
Burma and the Government of Bangladesh
have reached an accord on the voluntary re-
patriation of Rohingya refugees, the Bur-
mese authorities have not provided credible
and verifiable assurances that the repression
that prompted the refugee exodus has ended
and have not agreed to permit the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees to
be present in Burma to monitor the return of
refugees;

Whereas without such assurances and a
monitoring presence by the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees, it is un-
likely that Rohingya refugees will elect to
return to Burma in significant numbers;

Whereas the United Nations Commission
on Human Rights, by a unanimous vote on
March 3, 1992, adopted a resolution condemn-
ing Burma for human rights violations and
appointing a special rapporteur to give a

public report at the next meetings of the
United Nations General Assembly and Com-
mission on Human Rights; and

Whereas the Burmese regime has an-
nounced the release of some 100 political
prisoners, as well as its intention to begin
discussions on the formation of a national
convention to draft a new constitution: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) condemns ongoing abuses of inter-
nationally recognized human rights in
Burma, and strongly urges the Burmese au-
thorities to lift martial law and all restric-
tions on freedom of speech and expression, to
release all persons confined for the peaceful
expression of their political opinions, includ-
ing Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, and to commit
to the prompt transition to a freely elected
civilian government;

(2) welcomes the efforts of governments
within the region to provide asylum for Bur-
mese refugees and displaced persons, and
urges that no Burmese asylum-seeker be re-
turned to Burma under current conditions;

(3) commends the extraordinary effort of
the Government of Bangladesh to provide as-
sistance to Rohingya refugees, urges in-
creased levels of United States refugee as-
sistance to Bangladesh for the Rohingya ref-
ugees, welcomes the decision of the Govern-
ment of Bangladesh not to return any
Rohingya refugee against his or her will, and
urges the Government of Bangladesh to work
closely with the United Nations High Com-
missioner for Refugees to ensure against re-
patriation until the conditions for safe and
secure return are in place;

(4) urges the Burmese authorities to pro-
vide credible and verifiable assurances that
the repression that prompted the refugee ex-
odus has ended and to permit the United Na-
tions High Commissioner for Refugees to be
present in Burma to monitor the return of
refugees;

(5) urges the Government of the People’s
Republic of China to end all military trans-
fers to Burma, which have served to strength
the ability of the Burmese regime to under-
take combat operations that have fostered
the refugee exodus; and

(6) commends the President for implement-
ing an arms embargo against Burma and urg-
ing other nations to implement similar
measures, and urges the President to seek a
mandatory international arms embargo on
Burma.

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.
HUTTO, recognized Mr. SOLARZ and
Mr. BROOMFIELD, each for 20 min-
utes.

After debate,
The question being put, viva voce,
Will the House suspend the rules and

agree to said resolution?
The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.

HUTTO, announced that two-thirds of
the Members present had voted in the
affirmative.

So, two-thirds of the Members
present having voted in favor thereof,
the rules were suspended and said reso-
lution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider the vote
whereby the rules were suspended and
said resolution was agreed to was, by
unanimous consent, laid on the table.

T63.13 MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Sundry messages in writing from the
President of the United States were
communicated to the House by Mr.
McCathran, one of his secretaries.
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