
JOURNAL OF THE

6

JANUARY 4T1.8
maybe because I visit a lot of schools,
that got through. I mean, that person-
alized it. That made it real, not just
statistics, but real people.

‘‘Then I tried to explain part of my
thoughts by talking about the need for
alternatives to the bureaucracy, and
we got into what I think frankly has
been a pretty distorted and cheap de-
bate over orphanages.

‘‘Let me say, first of all, my father,
who is here today, was a foster child.
He was adopted as a teenager. I am
adopted. We have relatives who were
adopted. We are not talking out of
some vague impersonal Dickens ‘Bleak
House’ middle-class intellectual model.
We have lived the alternatives.

‘‘I believe when we are told that chil-
dren are so lost in the city bureauc-
racies that there are children who end
up in dumpsters, when we are told that
there are children doomed to go to
schools where 70 or 80 percent of them
will not graduate, when we are told of
public housing projects that are so dan-
gerous that if any private sector ran
them they would be put in jail, and the
only solution we are given is, ‘‘Well, we
will study it, we will get around to it,’’
my only point is that this is unaccept-
able. We can find ways immediately to
do things better, to reach out, break
through the bureaucracy and give
every young American child a better
chance.

‘‘Let me suggest to you Morris
Schectman’s new book. I do not agree
with all of it, but it is fascinating. It is
entitled ‘Working Without a Net.’ It is
an effort to argue that in the 21st cen-
tury we have to create our own safety
nets. He draws a distinction between
caring and caretaking. It is worth
every American reading.

‘‘He said caretaking is when you
bother me a little bit, and I do enough,
I feel better because I think I took care
of you. That is not any good to you at
all. You may be in fact an alcoholic
and I just gave you the money to buy
the bottle that kills you, but I feel bet-
ter and go home. He said caring is ac-
tually stopping and dealing with the
human being, trying to understand
enough about them to genuinely make
sure you improve their life, even if you
have to start with a conversation like,
‘If you will quit drinking, I will help
you get a job.’ This is a lot harder con-
versation than, ‘I feel better. I gave
him a buck or 5 bucks.’

‘‘I want to commend every Member
on both sides to look carefully. I say to
those Republicans who believe in total
privatization, you cannot believe in the
Good Samaritan and explain that as
long as business is making money we
can walk by a fellow American who is
hurt and not do something. I would say
to my friends on the left who believe
there has never been a government pro-
gram that was not worth keeping, you
cannot look at some of the results we
now have and not want to reach out to
the humans and forget the bureauc-
racies.

‘‘If we could build that attitude on
both sides of this aisle, we would be an

amazingly different place, and the
country would begin to be a different
place.

‘‘We have to create a partnership. We
have to reach out to the American peo-
ple. We are going to do a lot of impor-
tant things. Thanks to the House Infor-
mation System and Congressman VERN
EHLERS, as of today we are going to be
on line for the whole country, every
amendment, every conference report.
We are working with C–SPAN and oth-
ers, and Congressman GEPHARDT has
agreed to help on a bipartisan basis to
make the building more open to tele-
vision, more accessible to the Amer-
ican people. We have talk radio hosts
here today for the first time. I hope to
have a bipartisan effort to make the
place accessible for all talk radio hosts
of all backgrounds, no matter their ide-
ology. The House Historian’s office is
going to be more aggressively run on a
bipartisan basis to reach out to Close
Up, and to other groups to teach what
the legislative struggle is about. I
think over time we can and will this
Spring rethink campaign reform and
lobbying reform and review all ethics,
including the gift rule.

‘‘But that isn’t enough. Our chal-
lenge shouldn’t be just to balance the
budget or to pass the Contract. Our
challenge should not be anything that
is just legislative. We are supposed to,
each one of us, be leaders. I think our
challenge has to be to set as our goal,
and maybe we are not going to get
there in 2 years. This ought to be the
goal that we go home and we tell peo-
ple we believe in: that there will be a
Monday morning when for the entire
weekend not a single child was killed
anywhere in America; that there will
be a Monday morning when every child
in the country went to a school that
they and their parents thought pre-
pared them as citizens and prepared
them to compete in the world market;
that there will be a Monday morning
where it was easy to find a job or cre-
ate a job, and your own Government
did not punish you if you tried.

‘‘We should not be happy just with
the language of politicians and the lan-
guage of legislation. We should insist
that our success for America is felt in
the neighborhoods, in the commu-
nities, is felt by real people living real
lives who can say, ‘Yes, we are safer,
we are healthier, we are better edu-
cated, America succeeds.’

‘‘This morning’s closing hymn at the
prayer service was the Battle Hymn of
the Republic. It is hard to be in this
building, look down past Grant to the
Lincoln Memorial and not realize how
painful and how difficult that battle
hymn is. The key phrase is, ‘As he died
to make men holy, let us live to make
men free.’

‘‘It is not just political freedom, al-
though I agree with everything Con-
gressman GEPHARDT said earlier. If you
cannot afford to leave the public hous-
ing project, you are not free. If you do
not know how to find a job and do not
know how to create a job, you are not
free. If you cannot find a place that

will educate you, you are not free. If
you are afraid to walk to the store be-
cause you could get killed, you are not
free.

‘‘So as all of us over the coming
months sing that song, ‘As he died to
make men holy, let us live to make
men free,’ I want us to dedicate our-
selves to reach out in a genuinely non-
partisan way to be honest with each
other. I promise each of you that with-
out regard to party my door is going to
be open. I will listen to each of you. I
will try to work with each of you. I
will put in long hours, and I will guar-
antee that I will listen to you first. I
will let you get it all out before I give
you my version, because you have been
patient with me today, and you have
given me a chance to set the stage.

‘‘But I want to close by reminding all
of us of how much bigger this is than
us. Because beyond talking with the
American people, beyond working to-
gether, I think we can only be success-
ful if we start with our limits. I was
very struck this morning with some-
thing Bill EMERSON used, a very famous
quote of Benjamin Franklin, at the
point where the Constitutional Conven-
tion was deadlocked. People were tired,
and there was a real possibility that
the Convention was going to break up.
Franklin, who was quite old and had
been relatively quiet for the entire
Convention, suddenly stood up and was
angry, and he said :

I have lived, sir, a long time, and the
longer I live the more convincing proofs I see
of this truth, that God governs in the affairs
of men, and if a sparrow cannot fall to the
ground without His notice, is it possible that
an empire can rise without His aid?

‘‘At that point the Constitutional
Convention stopped. They took a day
off for fasting and prayer.

‘‘Then, having stopped and come to-
gether, they went back, and they
solved the great question of large and
small States. They wrote the Constitu-
tion, and the United States was cre-
ated. All I can do is pledge to you that,
if each of us will reach out prayerfully
and try to genuinely understand each
other, if we will recognize that in this
building we symbolize America, and
that we have an obligation to talk with
each other, then I think a year from
now we can look on the 104th Congress
as a truly amazing institution without
regard to party, without regard to ide-
ology. We can say, ‘Here, America
comes to work, and here we are pre-
paring for those children a better fu-
ture.’

‘‘Thank you. Good luck and God bless
you.’’.

T1.8 OATH OF OFFICE—SPEAKER

At the request of the Speaker the
oath of office was then administered to
him by Mr. DINGELL, dean of the
House.

T1.9 OATH OF OFFICE—MEMBERS-ELECT,
DELEGATES-ELECT, RESIDENT
COMMISSIONER

The SPEAKER said: ‘‘According to
precedent, the Chair will swear in all
Members of the House at this time. If
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